
 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF THE THURLESTONE PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP 
 

Held in the Yeo Room of the Parish Hall on 11th July 2017 at 2pm 
 
 

Present:  Tony Goddard (Chairman) (AG), Sue Crowther (SC), Gary Luddington (GL), 
Robin MacDonald (RM), Kit Marshall (KM), Charlie Mitchelmore (CM), Judy Pearce 
(JP) and Chris White (CW) 
 
1.  Apologies: David Martin (DM) and Jill Munn (JM) 
 
2.  Minutes of meeting held on 6th June 2017: Agreed  
 
3.  Matters arising not on Agenda:  None 
 
4.  Report on NPIERS Healthcheck (SC) 

 
The NPIERS independent examiner had reverted with her initial comments on 
our recently completed draft plan. The purpose of the Healthcheck is to 
ensure the draft policies in the plan meet four basic conditions, which are set 
out in the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations, and subsequently pass the 
examination stage in order to proceed to Referendum. These basic 
conditions are as follows:   

 
• To have regard to national policies and guidance 
• To contribute to the achievement of sustainable development 
• To be in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in 

the development plan (ie adopted South Hams Local Development 
Framework) 

• To be compatible with EU obligations 
 
The examiner had raised particular points that were crucial to the plan’s 
success, notably, how to ensure the plan would generally conform with the 
strategic policies contained in the development plan.  Notwithstanding the 
recent progress of the Plymouth & South Devon Joint Local Plan (JLP), 
references to the JLP should not be included although any Evidence Base 
produced for the JLP should be used to inform our policies, particularly in 
relation to housing.  Conversely, if the JLP is adopted before the 
neighbourhood plan goes to examination, then its policies would have to 
conform with the JLP.  
 
In addition, we were given advice about the wording of various policies. 
However, overall, it was a question of drafting amendments and only one 
policy has had to be deleted.  This was the Traffic Flow policy about providing 

more passing bays. This is controlled by County Highways and arguably, not a 



 

 

land use policy.  She also emphasized that we could not exceed controls 
within the National Planning Policy Framework.   
Other than the above, the examiner was happy with the wording of all the 
Working Group Objectives and complementary about the hard work that had 
been put in to produce the draft plan.  The next stage is to amend the draft 
policies for her final comments, which will be produced in report form. 
 

5. Working Group updates:  
 
Infrastructure - DAAT helipad:  RM said DAAT had narrowed the site down to 
the field below the marquee field owned by Geoff Stidston.   
Resources - Community Heating:  CW said Devon Association for Renewable 
Energy would now undertake a feasibility study, funded by the £18k grant 
that the parish council had received from the Rural Community Energy Fund.  
Resources - Community WiFi.  CW said that he had covered this at the parish 
council meeting.  WiFi supplier, Bush Broadband of Okehampton, had 
successfully undertaken a free drone survey of Buckland and Bantham.  There 
will be a public meeting August to gauge interest in progressing the project. 
The Bantham Estate has already installed its own WiFi mast on top of the 
toilet block in the car park.  This serviced the beach at Bantham, but not the 
village.  CW will be approaching Bigbury PC, as they too may benefit from a 
new mast in our parish. 
  

6.          Project Plan: parish consultation. The parish consultation had been 
discussed at the last meeting and details had also been set out in the June-
July issue of Village Voice.  Further discussion focused on publicity – flyers, 
poster, etc – and on Mike Bone’s plans for the website. It is likely that there 
will be three documents that will be advertised on the Notice Board, on the 
Home page:  the draft plan, an information sheet and a response form.  
Members then discussed a summary table that had been generated by 
another neighbourhood plan group in the Cotswolds that may serve as a 
template.  The final document would be included in our Evidence Base and 
would include details of how each comment had been addressed. Assistance 
would be needed with inputting the data, depending on the scale of the 
response. 

  
7.          AOB:   Members were informed of the play written by Carey Ryan- Carter 

about the Thurlestone Cannon and recently performed by pupils of All Saints’ 
Primary School. The play had been a great success and is reviewed by Sian 
Willams in the forthcoming issue of Village Voice. The cannon is one of the 
Non-Designated Heritage Assets included in the Heritage section of the 
Neighbourhood Plan.   

  
8.          Date of the Next Meeting:  8th August at 2pm  (TBC) in the Yeo Room. 

  

 


