
MINUTES OF THE MEETING  

OF THE THURLESTONE PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN COMMITTEE  

Held in the Yeo Room of the Village Hall on 23rd April 2015 at 7.30 pm 

 

Present:  Tony Goddard (Chairman) (TG), Kit Marshall (KM), Robin MacDonald (RM), Chris 

White (CW), Charlie Mitchelmore (CM), Peter Hurrell (PH).  

Apologies: Jill Munn, Judy Pearce. Bronwen Zafiro has left the committee and Ian Bramble is 

now a district councillor for a different district. 

The Chairman welcomed Gary Luddington as a new member of the committee and passed 

on his apologies that he was unable to attend this meeting. 

Minutes of the last Meeting:  These were agreed as a true record 

Matters arising:  None which would not be picked up on the agenda.  

Terms of Reference:  The Chairman reported that he had, at the request of Phil Baker of the 

SHDC Strategic Planning Department, amended the Terms of Reference so as to require the 

committee to consist of members of which at least half came from outside the Parish 

Council. He pointed out that the period for objections to the designation of Thurlestone 

Parish as a Neighbourhood Plan area expired on the 20th April.  

Brain Storming: The Chairman confessed that after the last meeting he had been left in 

some doubt exactly what the ad hoc groups were meant to be considering. As other 

members appeared to be equally confused he suggested that the committee spent the 

remainder of the meeting considering what further residential and/or employment 

development if any should be encouraged in the three parts of the parish. 

There followed a thoughtful discussion when the following points were made: 

 There is an obvious link between the availability of employment and the need for 

housing. 

 Thurlestone has various limitations to any kind of commercial development namely 

the long narrow access roads and its situation in an AONB, which militates against 

any form of industrial development. 

 The absence of reliable broadband and mobile phone signal makes home working or 

small office type employment difficult. 

 Given the right circumstances there is a demand which should be encouraged for 

younger people to move into the parish and develop employment opportunities. 

Members quoted the example of their own children who had or were anxious to 



move into the area and develop small businesses, such as professional and other 

offices, boating, surfing etc. 

 Such small businesses could be operated from home or from small redundant farm 

buildings. There was no need for large business parks. This was subject to reliable 

broadband and a proper mobile signal being made available. 

 The survey undertaken as part of the abortive go it alone Broadband indicates the 

extent of the demand. 

 CW produced an interesting 2011 schedule comparing the types of employment 

people in the parish were engaged in with that in the South Hams generally, in the 

South West area and nationally. 

 The kind of housing such people required must not be expensive.  It was affordable 

housing that was required. 

 It would be interesting to have figures for the number of residents in the Parish as 

opposed to those houses used for holiday occupation and the availability of school 

places in the village school. 

 There was a unanimous feeling that a limited amount of employment and housing 

development was desirable, particularly in Buckland and Bantham. Recent 

development had all been in Thurlestone village which was making the parish un-

balanced. 

 It was appreciated that this view may not be shared by parts of the community, 

particularly second home owners and there was likely to be a fair amount of 

nimbyism. It was felt that some radical proposals would be useful in generating 

interest in the Neighbourhood Plan, which so far had been very limited. 

 The committee went on to consider areas appropriate for both employment and 

housing development. Including, for employment: the little barn on the road 

between Bantham to Buckland, the barn in Bantham and the garage in Thurlestone. 

And for housing: a continuation of the line of former council houses in Buckland. 

There was more room for development behind Parkfield in Thurlestone and opposite 

the shop in Bantham. 

 There was scope for rented properties as demonstrated by the uptake of rented 

properties in Island View in Thurlestone and the cottages in Bantham. 

 ATB volunteered to draft a questionnaire for a survey of the views of the parish on 

these proposals for development which could be introduced at an open meeting  

and/or advertised on the proposed new website. 

 The Chairman was asked to contact the new owner of the Bantham Estate, which 

included land in all three parts of the parish, to find out what plans for development 

he might have. 

 

 

 



Agreed that the next meeting would be on the 18th June.  

The Chairman suggested that in preparation for that meeting members should familiarise 

themselves with the NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK document. 


