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PLAN UPDATE

In my last Update in the February issue of Village Voice I
reported that the Draft Plan and various other documents had
been finalised and submitted to South Hams District Council
(SHDC) before Christmas.  

Happily, SHDC was satisfied that the Plan and accompanying documents met all  
the statutory requirements and in accordance with the neighbourhood planning
regulations undertook its own public consultation of the Plan over a six-week
period, between 9th January and 21st February, 

The representations that SHDC received are summarised in a Schedule of Responses
which can be viewed on our parish website. They include a 5-page response from
SHDC itself and a 20-page response from the Bantham Estate, which I would
encourage you to read.  Please note that Graham Swiss’ representation, which is
included in the Schedule, has since been withdrawn and will not be considered by
the examiner. 

In the meantime, SHDC has also appointed an independent examiner (with the
steering group’s approval) who will decide whether or not the Plan can proceed to  
a Referendum - so no time has been lost!  The next stages of the procedure are,
however, quite involved and dictated by the neighbourhood planning regulations.
Hence, what follows is rather jargonistic but I trust you will find it informative.

Independent Examination

Our examiner is Mr John Slater BA (Hons) DMS MRTPI who has 39 years’
experience as a town planner, working in both urban and rural areas. For 34 years,
he has worked in local government for a variety of local authorities and he is now an
independent planning consultant specialising in neighbourhood planning. 

In his CV, Mr Slater states: “I am a passionate supporter of the neighbourhood
planning system and in particular, the way it allows the public to shape their
communities, yet allowing them to produce a plan that can be used as a practical
basis for determining planning applications.”

To date, he has examined 37 neighbourhood plans throughout the country, from the
South Downs, East Anglia and Herefordshire to Oxford, the Isle of Wight, Devon and
Cornwall.

As you would expect, we are not the only neighbourhood plan that Mr Slater is
currently examining, but he has informed us that he would hope to conclude his
examination within 6-8 weeks.  This would bring us to early May. However, there
are some variables; for example, if he considers it is necessary to hold a hearing to
listen to oral representations about a particular issue, in which case, the 6-8 week
period is likely to be extended. 
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The purpose of the examination is for the examiner to consider the representations
submitted to SHDC in response to its public consultation and to decide whether the
Plan meets the 'Basic Conditions’ as set out in the neighbourhood planning regulations.
 
The examiner will be considering whether the Plan:

• has appropriate regard to national policy and advice

• contributes to the achievement of sustainable development

• is in general conformity with the strategic policies in the development plan 
for the local area

• is compatible with EU obligations

• meets human rights requirements

The Referendum

At the end of the examination the examiner will issue a Report to the neighbourhood
plan steering group and SHDC in which he will recommend whether or not the Plan
can proceed to Referendum (with or without modifications).  SHDC then has five
weeks to decide whether it agrees with each of the report’s recommendations and to
issue a Decision Statement. The parish website will carry updates on the Plan’s
progress.

If SHDC decide the Plan can proceed to Referendum, then it must organise
a Referendum in the parish within 56 working days of issuing its Decision Statement.

The Referendum will be held in the Parish Hall and the question you will be asked on
the ballot paper is: 

Do you want South Hams District Council to use the neighbourhood plan for
Thurlestone Parish to help decide planning applications in the neighbourhood area?

The importance of the Referendum cannot therefore be overstated. 

The steering group will of course give you as much notice of the date of the
Referendum as possible, but please keep an eye on the parish website and watch
out for posters. A summary of the final policies will also be circulated to assist you
with your decision.

Post–Referendum

Following the Referendum, there is one final formality. SHDC has eight weeks within
which to publish a Decision Note and ‘make’ (adopt) the Plan.  The Plan will then
become part of the statutory development plan and will be used alongside the
SHDC’s own local plan to determine planning applications in Thurlestone Parish.

Tony Goddard
Steering Group Chairman
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