
Parish of Thurlestone Society 
LAND OF THE FIVE BEACHES VIDEO PRODUCTION 

The origin of the video project: 
In the mid 1990's the residents of the parish raised £3,500 to restore the village pump house, and 

subsequently formed the Parish of Thurlestone Society to undertake similar work to preserve and 

conserve other historic and social amenities in the area. Video recordings made of the re-opening of 

the pump house and other local events sparked the idea of a village video. 

 

From this original concept a major three-year Community Millennium Project gradually evolved 

aimed at producing a comprehensive record of the social history of the parish over the last three 

thousand years. The lives, times, hopes and concerns of the people of Thurlestone, Bantham and 

West Buckland were recorded as a visual time capsule for future generations in the hope that it will 

encourage them, in their turn, to continue to cherish, conserve and protect the social, historic, and 

environmental resources of the parish. 

Financial support Together with the major sponsors mentioned on the outside cover the 

assistance of the following organisations and individuals is gratefully acknowledged: 

• Evans Estates,  

• Stodgells Building Contractors 

• Village Voice 

• Nick Walker Printing 

• Kendal McDonald & Neil Girling 

• The "Angels" of Thurlestone 

• Amel Properties 

• Ash Mill Developments 

• Bantham Sailing Club 

• The Bullough Torripson 

• Charitable Settlement 

• J.A. Clark Charitable Trust 

 

Production 

Written, produced, and presented by:  David Smeeton 

Editor and Director:    Derek Fairhead 

Associate Producer:    John Bartlett 

 

Camera: 
David Howarth (aerials), Mansell Nott, David Cullum, Phil Deare, Derek Fairhead, Christopher Mann, 

Keith Millman, Graham Nicholson, and David Smeeton. 

Art Work: 

Alice Alderson, Victoria Clack, Charles Clift, Len Hubbard, Anna Sullivan, and James Williams 

Video Cover design: 

Derek Roberts 

Production Assistants: 
 Len Hubbard (Chairman, P.0.T.S), Phil Deare (treasurer), 

Pat MacDonald (Secretary), Wendy Benietto, Val Brown, Margaret Illingworth, Joan 

Lane, Gillian Marshall, Derek Roberts, Sheila Ward, Derrick Yeoman and Jean Yeoman 
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Production Facilities: 
Biograph, Yelverton 

Free Range Television, Plympton 

Technical Assistance: 
 Broadcast Maintenance Services, South Milton, Panasonic Technics Centre, Plymouth 

Project Planning Support: 
 South West Media Development Agency 

Additional Assistance provided by: 
All Saints Church, All Saints School, Bantham Life Saving Club, Cookworthy Museum, English 

Heritage, Evans Estates, Exeter Cathedral Library, Hope Cove Cliff Rescue Team, The Imperial War 

Museum, Island Cruising Club, The National Gallery of Ireland, The National Maritime Museum, The 

National Trust, The Plymouth College Of Art and Design, 845 Squadron RNAS-Yeovilton, The Tate 

Gallery, Torquay Museum, Thurlestone Parish Council, Sloop lnn-Bantham, South Devon Railway 

Trust, South Hams District Council— Coast and Countryside Sen/ice, Square Sail—Charlestown, St 

Austell Brewery, Thurlestone Golf Club, TSW Film and Television Archive-Plymouth, The Village lnn—

Thurlestone, The Western Morning News St Thurlestone and West Buckland Women's Institute. 

Individual support given by 

May Campbell, Hugh Cater, Linda Chilcott, Rowland Cole, Alan Coope, John Crawford, Malcolm 

Curtis, Alison Elliott, Frances Griffiths (Chief Archaeologist, Devon), Paul Housego, Diana lde, Ann 

Jenkins, Roy Oakshott, Sheila Parker, Judith Reynolds, Basil Smallman, Tony Soper, Peter Stanier, 

Carolyn Taylor, Geoffrey Thompson, G.G. Williams and many, many others! 

 

 

 

 

 


