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Guidance notes: 
 
1-Introduction 
Any development, from a loft conversion to a housing estate has the potential to affect 
wildlife.  By wildlife we mean the whole range of plants and animals found in Devon 
(also referred to as biodiversity). Sites that are important for their geology can also be 
affected.  
 
With a Neighbourhood Plan, communities are able to establish general planning policies for 
the development and use of land in a neighbourhood. They will be able to say, for example, 
where new homes and offices should be built, and what they should look like.  
Neighbourhood Plans should take into account local need, housing targets identified by the 
local authority and the mitigation hierarchy. This is important, as where the local authority 
says that an area needs to grow, then communities can use neighbourhood planning to 
influence the type, design, location and mix of new development. They cannot however use 
neighbourhood planning to block the building of new homes and businesses. 
 
The information below is provided to assist you in designing a neighbourhood plan, however 
the information DBRC holds on biodiversity can be enhanced by additional survey or species 
recording within the area and you may want to consider how more information could be 
gathered by the community.  For further information on how to record biodiversity where you 
live, go to http://www.dbrc.org.uk 
 
2.1 Sites important for wildlife 
There are several designations that cover sites of wildlife and geological value in Devon. 
These include sites with international and national statutory designation and local non-
statutory designation and are shown on your map. The best practice approach is to avoid 
locating development on designated sites as they have already been recognised for 
their high biodiversity value.  
 
Designated sites generally contain semi-natural habitats; these are areas which are not 
highly modified for example; rough grassland, woodland, traditional orchards, scrub, hedges, 
marshes and ponds, heathland, coastal habitats and old quarries and mine sites. Semi-
natural habitats provide food and shelter for plants and animals, so tend to be richer in 
species than other areas. Some areas of semi-natural habitat are designated as Habitats of 
Principle Importance which are recognised nationally as being important for wildlife. 
However, many areas of semi-natural habitat lie outside designated areas and are not 
classed as habitats of principle importance. These areas are nonetheless important for the 
plant and animal species they contain and as a link between other areas important for 
wildlife. Ideally development will be sited to avoid areas of semi-natural habitat. 
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Site Designations in Thurlestone Parish 
 

Statutory Sites: 
There are no statutory sites within Thurlestone parish. 
 
Non-Statutory Sites: 
 
County Wildlife Sites (CWS): these are sites of county importance for wildlife, designated 
on the basis of the habitat or the known presence of particular species.  This is not a 
statutory designation like SSSIs, and does not have any legal status.  The National Planning 
Policy framework (NPPF) requires local authorities to identify and map locally designated 
sites of biodiversity importance (such as County Wildlife Sites) as part of the Local Plan 
process and to draw up criteria based policies against which proposals for development 
affecting them will be judged.  CWS recognition does not demand any particular actions on 
the part of the Landowner and does not give the public rights of access.  However, it may 
increase eligibility for land management grants. 
 
County Geological Sites (CGS) (aka Regionally Important Geological and 
Geomorphological Sites (RIGS)): these are earth science sites that are of regional or local 
importance.  Like CWS, they are included in Local Plans and referred to under NPPF. 
 
Ancient Woodland Inventory (AWI): Ancient Woodland is a term applied to woodlands 
which have existed from at least Medieval times to the present day without ever having been 
cleared for uses other than wood or timber production. A convenient date used to separate 
ancient and secondary woodland is about the year 1600. In special circumstances semi-
natural woods of post-1600 but pre-1900 origin are also included.  The Devon Ancient 
Woodland Inventory was prepared in 1986 by the Nature Conservancy Council.  There are 
two types of ancient woodland, both of which should be treated equally in terms of the 
protection afforded to ancient woodland in the National Planning Policy framework (NPPF): 

 Ancient semi-natural woodland (ASNW): where the stands are composed 
predominantly of trees and shrubs native to the site that do not obviously originate 
from planting. The stands may have been managed by coppicing or pollarding in the 
past, or the tree and shrub layer may have grown up by natural regeneration.  

 Plantations on ancient woodland sites (or PAWS, also known as ancient 
replanted woodland): areas of ancient woodland where the former native tree cover 
has been felled and replaced by planted stock, most commonly of a species not 
native to the site. These will include conifers such as Norway spruce or Corsican 
pine, but also broadleaves such as sycamore or sweet chestnut.  

 
Other Sites: 
 
Unconfirmed Wildlife Sites (UWS): these are sites identified as having possible interest but 
not fully surveyed.  Some of these sites will be areas of significant wildlife interest.  The UWS 
dataset may also contain Proposed County Wildlife Sites (pCWS): these are usually sites 
that have been surveyed but are awaiting consideration from the CWS Designation Panel, or 
sites that have been surveyed at an unfavorable time of year and are awaiting a re-survey.   
 
What about the white areas? 
The areas shown white on the map may still have wildlife value, as explained in section 2.2 
below. Your map gives an indication of where the most sensitive wildlife areas are located, 
however, when looking at the white areas you should still consider features such as 
hedgerow and streams, as they provide important corridors or habitats for wildlife. 
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How you can use your local knowledge to add to the map? 
The semi-natural habitat information on your map is derived from a range of sources 
including aerial photographs, for this reason it is worth you checking this information on 
the ground as there may be patches of semi-natural habitat that have been missed. 
 
You may have people in the Parish who can add information to the map. For example, 
surveys of road verges or hedges may highlight particular stretches that are very important 
for wildlife due to their function of linking areas of semi-natural habitats, their structure, age 
or the animal and plant species they contain. 
 
This data search has been undertaken using data held by DBRC at the time of the enquiry.  
Please be aware that a lack of species records does not necessarily mean that a species is 
absent from an area, just that it has not been recorded. Detailed species information and 
surveys will be required by developers when they are drawing up individual planning 
proposals. More detailed species information would be available from the Devon Biodiversity 
Records Centre (DBRC) on a site specific basis at that time. For more information go to 
http://www.dbrc.org.uk/data-search-2/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 - 5 - 

 
 



 
 

 - 6 - 

Statutory & non-statutory sites within the Parish of Thurlestone 
(April 2016) 

 
Statutory sites within Thurlestone parish 
 
There are no statutory sites within Thurlestone parish. 
 
Non-statutory sites within Thurlestone parish 
 
File Code Site Name Grid Reference Area 

(ha) 
Description Status 

SX64/029 Stiddicombe 
Creek 

SX682452 & 
SX678450 

17.6

Unimproved 
grassland (MG5), 
woodland (W10), 
bracken CWS 

SX64/038 
Avon Estuary SX674454 

100.8
Estuary and 
associated habitats CWS 

SX64/039 Bantham Ham SX664437 

14.8

Sand dunes, 
coastal grassland 
and bracken CWS 

SX64/040 Bantham to 
Thurlestone 
Coast 

SX661435 to 
SX675419 

17.8
Sand dunes & 
coastal grassland CWS 

SX64/042 Bantham SX669437 0.4 Plant interest CWS 

SX64/044 

Thurlestone 
Marsh 

SX676424 

11.3

Semi-improved 
neutral grassland 
with ditches & bird 
interest CWS 

SX64/046 

Burnt House 
Fields 

SX683437 
1.6

Semi-improved 
neutral and marshy 
grassland CWS 

SX64/047 
South Milton SX685430 

107.5
Mixed farmland 
with bird interest CWS 

 
Other Sites within Thurlestone parish 
 
File Code Site Name Grid Reference Area 

(ha) 
Description Status 

SX64/043 
Ballpark Copse SX673434 

2.5

Secondary 
broadleaved 
woodland UWS 

SX64/059 

Langmans SX677435 

17.5

Semi/unimproved 
grassland, scrub, 
mature hedges, 
bordered by stream UWS 
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File Code Site Name Grid Reference Area 
(ha) 

Description Status 

SX64/066 

Clanacombe SX686442 

9.2

Semi-
improved/unimprov
ed grassland with 
scrub & deciduous 
trees on steep 
slope bordering 
stream UWS 

SX64/067 

Upton Fields SX683450 

19.7

Semi-
improved/unimprov
ed grassland on 
steep slope 
bordering streams, 
with scrub  
deciduous trees UWS 

SX64/071 

Whitley Cross SX693438 

11.8

Semi-
improved/unimprov
ed grassland, 
scrub & deciduous 
hedge along 
stream UWS 

SX64/060 Whitley Farm SX697441 0.6 Orchard UWS 
 
 
2.2 Species information 
There is a whole range of animal and plant species in Devon that are protected under 
national and/or international species protection legislation.  Designated sites and other areas 
of semi-natural habitat are particularly rich in protected species but protected species are 
also often found outside designated sites. There are many other species which have no legal 
protection and a best practice approach would be to aim to enhance wildlife generally 
as part of a development, not just protected species. 
 
The protected species groups that are particularly relevant to development in Devon are: 
 
Bats - are present across the county and have international protection. They feed on insects 
so are more likely to be found where there is semi-natural habitat. Bats also use linear 
features such as hedges and streams as navigation routes to travel to and from feeding 
areas and summer and winter roost sites. A whole range of buildings and structures can 
be used for breeding roosts and hibernation roosts. Bats are affected indirectly by lighting 
associated with new developments and some will desert roosts and foraging areas when 
there is light pollution. 
 
Greater Horseshoe Bat Consultation Zones: 
 
Your parish is not within a Strategic Flyway or Sustenance Zone. 
 
Strategic Flyways: these make up a key network of flight path zones connecting the 
component roosts of the South Hams SAC. The strategic flyways have been made 500 
metres wide to provide a combination of alternative suitable routes. Flyways subject to a 
pinch point scenario are particularly susceptible to development pressure. 
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Sustenance Zone: these are key feeding and foraging zones. They consist of a 4km radius 
circle centred on each of the component roosts of the South Hams SAC (with the exception 
of Berry Head, on a peninsula which has a sustenance area of a circular sector 
approximately equal in area to a 4km radius circle). Existing urban non-vegetated areas 
should not be considered as key foraging areas. 
 
For more information please refer to the Natural England Report ‘South Hams SAC – Greater 
Horseshoe Bat Consultation Zone Planning Guidance’. This can be downloaded from the 
Natural England website: http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/142010 
 
Dormice - are found within areas of Devon, they are particularly associated with woodland, 
scrub and hedge habitats, especially old or ancient boundaries. 
 
Otters - are present across the whole county, are associated with rivers and streams and 
have international protection. Otters will cross roads where their passage is blocked by 
culverts or flooding under bridges. Within a home range an otter may use many resting sites. 
These include above-ground shelters, such as stands of scrub or areas of rank grass, and 
underground ‘holts’ – for example, cavities under tree roots and dry drainage pipes. 
 
Badgers - have national protection. They are found across the county in many habitats, they 
are often affected by developments.  A licence is required if badgers are likely to be 
disturbed as part of a development. 
 
Birds - have differing levels of protection depending on the species. They must not be 
disturbed during the nesting season from early spring through the summer. New 
developments can include enhancements for birds such as nesting sites and appropriate 
planting schemes. In winter birds can congregate in large numbers on agricultural grassland 
that has no designation and little semi-natural habitat. 
 
Cirl Bunting Zones: 
 
There may be Cirl Bunting breeding territories within your parish, please contact Helene 
Jessop at RSPB for further information on (01392) 432691. 
 
There are barn owl records within your search area.  To get more detailed information on the 
location, and to find out more information on these records (e.g. if they are records of 
breeding barn owls) please contact the Barn Owl Trust on (01364) 653026 or e-mail 
info@barnowltrust.org.uk 
 
Amphibians and Reptiles - some amphibians and all reptiles have some protection. They 
are generally associated with semi-natural habitats and gardens. Hibernation sites are 
important in the winter months. 
 
Great Crested Newt Consultation Zones: 
 
Your parish is not in a Great crested newt consultation zone.  These are two kilometre 
buffers around existing and historical (post 1970) great crested newt records.  You may need 
to carry out great crested newt survey if your site is within one of these zones. 
 
For more information please go to: 
http://www.devon.gov.uk/index/environmentplanning/natural_environment/wildlife.htm. 
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Invertebrates - rare and protected insects and other invertebrates are generally associated 
with designated sites and semi-natural habitats. 
 
Flowering plants, fungi, lichens, liverworts, mosses and stoneworts - Many species in 
these groups are protected but these are generally associated with designated sites and 
semi-natural habitats so impacts can often be avoided by careful site selection. 
 
Invasive species 
Non-native invasive species such as Japanese Knotweed, Giant Hogweed and Himalayan 
Balsam may be present and are likely to have a cost implication for developers since they 
may need to be removed from a site.  Removal of invasive species could be carried out as 
an enhancement for biodiversity either on or off-site. 
 
Development control species* within Thurlestone parish 
 

Common Name 

Scientific 
Name 

UK 
protection 

International 
protection Status Taxon 

a Bat Chiroptera WCA 5, 6 EC IVa; Bonn II   Bat 

a Long-eared Bat Plecotus WCA 5, 6 
EC IVa; Bern II; 
Bonn II   Bat 

Barn Owl Tyto alba WCA 1, 9   
DBAP; 
Amber Bird 

Black Redstart 
Phoenicurus 
ochruros WCA 1   Red Bird 

Black Tern Chlidonias niger WCA 1   Amber Bird 
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa WCA 1   Red Bird 

Black-winged Stilt 
Himantopus 
himantopus WCA 1     Bird 

Brown Long-eared 
Bat Plecotus auritus 

WCA 5, 6; 
NERC 41 

EC IVa; Bern II; 
Bonn II UKBAP (P) Bat 

Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus 
WCA 1; NERC 
41   

UKBAP 
(P); DBAP; 
Red Bird 

Common Lizard Zootoca vivipara 
WCA 5 (KIS); 
NERC 41 Bern III UKBAP (P) Reptile 

Common Pipistrelle 
Pipistrellus 
pipistrellus WCA 5, 6 

EC IVa; Bern 
III, Bonn II   Bat 

Common Scoter Melanitta nigra 
WCA 1; NERC 
41   

UKBAP 
(P); Red Bird 

Eurasian Badger Meles meles WCA 6, BA Bern III   Mammal 
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris WCA 1   Red Bird 

Firecrest 
Regulus 
ignicapilla WCA 1   Amber Bird 

Great Northern Diver Gavia immer WCA 1   Amber Bird 

Greater Horseshoe 
Bat 

Rhinolophus 
ferrumequinum 

WCA 5, 6; 
NERC 41 

EC IIa, IVa; 
Bern II; Bonn II 

UKBAP 
(P); DBAP Bat 

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus WCA 1   Amber Bird 
Greenshank Tringa nebularia WCA 1   Amber Bird 

Japanese Knotweed 
Fallopia 
japonica WCA 9     Plant 

Lesser Horseshoe 
Bat 

Rhinolophus 
hipposideros 

WCA 5, 6; 
NERC 41 

EC IIa, IVa; 
Bern II; Bonn II UKBAP (P) Bat 

Marsh Harrier Circus WCA 1   Amber Bird 
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Common Name 

Scientific 
Name 

UK 
protection 

International 
protection Status Taxon 

aeruginosus 

Mediterranean Gull 
Larus 
melanocephalus WCA 1   Amber Bird 

Natterer's Bat Myotis nattereri WCA 5, 6 
EC IVa; Bern II; 
Bonn II   Bat 

Peregrine 
Falco 
peregrinus WCA 1     Bird 

Quail 
Coturnix 
coturnix WCA 1   Amber Bird 

Red Kite Milvus milvus WCA 1, 9   Amber Bird 
Redwing Turdus iliacus WCA 1   Red Bird 

Whimbrel 
Numenius 
phaeopus WCA 1   Red Bird 

 
*Developmental control species 
These are species that are considered most important by local authorities in the planning 
process. 
They include certain species on the NERC Act (2006) Section 41, those that have European 
protection and those on the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) 1, 5, 5 (KIS), 8 and 
Japanese Knotweed. 
 
Other legally protected and notable species within Thurlestone parish 
 

Common Name 

Scientific 
Name 

UK 
protection 

International 
protection Status Taxon 

Arctic Skua 
Stercorarius 
parasiticus     

UKBAP (P); 
Red Bird 

Arctic Tern 
Sterna 
paradisaea     Amber Bird 

Balm-Leaved Figwort 
Scrophularia 
scorodonia     NS; DN2 Plant 

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis WCA 9   Amber Bird 

Barrett's Marbled 
Coronet 

Hadena luteago 
barrettii     Na Invertebrate 

Black-headed Gull 
Chroicocephalu
s ridibundus     Amber Bird 

Brent Goose Branta bernicla     Amber Bird 
Broom Moth Melanchra pisi NERC 41     Invertebrate 

Brown Hare 
Lepus 
europaeus NERC 41   

UKBAP (P); 
DBAP Mammal 

Buff Ermine 
Spilosoma 
luteum NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Cinnabar Tyria jacobaeae NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Common Bullfinch 
Pyrrhula 
pyrrhula NERC 41   

UKBAP (P); 
Amber Bird 

Common Guillemot Uria aalge     Amber Bird 

Common Sandpiper 
Actitis 
hypoleucos     Amber Bird 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo     Amber Bird 

Common Toad Bufo bufo 
WCA 5 (S); 
NERC 41 Bern III UKBAP (P) Amphibian 
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Common Name 

Scientific 
Name 

UK 
protection 

International 
protection Status Taxon 

Crescent Dart 
Agrotis trux 
lunigera     Nb Invertebrate 

Cuckoo 
Cuculus 
canorus NERC 41   

UKBAP (P); 
Red Bird 

Curlew 
Numenius 
arquata NERC 41   

UKBAP (P); 
DBAP; Red Bird 

Dark-Barred Twin-
Spot Carpet 

Xanthorhoe 
ferrugata NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Dot Moth 
Melanchra 
persicariae NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Double Dart 
Graphiphora 
augur NERC 41     Invertebrate 

Dunnock 
Prunella 
modularis     Amber Bird 

Dusky Brocade 
Apamea 
remissa NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Ear Moth 
Amphipoea 
oculea NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

European Shag 
Phalacrocorax 
aristotelis     Red Bird 

Feathered Gothic 
Tholera 
decimalis NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Four-Leaved All-
Seed 

Polycarpon 
tetraphyllum     NR Plant 

Galium Carpet Epirrhoe galiata NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 
Gannet Morus bassanus     Amber Bird 
Garden Dart Euxoa nigricans NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 
Garden Tiger Arctia caja NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 
Great Black-backed 
Gull Larus marinus     Amber Bird 

Great Burnet 
Sanguisorba 
officinalis     DN3 Plant 

Great Green Bush 
Cricket 

Tettigonia 
viridissima     DBAP Invertebrate 

Green Woodpecker Picus viridis     Amber Bird 

Grey Bush Cricket 
Platycleis 
albopunctata     Nb Invertebrate 

Grey Dagger Acronicta psi NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 
Greylag Goose Anser anser     Amber Bird 

Herring Gull 
Larus 
argentatus     Red Bird 

Hoary Footman Eilema caniola     Nb Invertebrate 

House Martin 
Delichon 
urbicum     Amber Bird 

House Sparrow 
Passer 
domesticus NERC 41   

UKBAP (P); 
Red Bird 

Jack Snipe 
Lymnocryptes 
minimus     Amber Bird 

Kestrel 
Falco 
tinnunculus     Amber Bird 

Knot Calidris canutus     Amber Bird 
Knotgrass Acronicta NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 
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Common Name 

Scientific 
Name 

UK 
protection 

International 
protection Status Taxon 

rumicis 

Lackey 
Malacosoma 
neustria NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

L-Album Wainscot 
Mythimna l-
album     Nb Invertebrate 

Lapwing 
Vanellus 
vanellus NERC 41   

UKBAP (P); 
Red Bird 

Linnet 
Linaria 
cannabina     

UKBAP (P); 
Red Bird 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta     Amber Bird 

Little Grebe 
Tachybaptus 
ruficollis     Amber Bird 

Mallard 
Anas 
platyrhynchos     Amber Bird 

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus     Amber Bird 
Mare's-tail Hippuris vulgaris     DN1 Plant 

Marram 
Ammophila 
arenaria     DN1 Plant 

Meadow Pipit 
Anthus 
pratensis     Amber Bird 

Mottled Rustic 
Caradrina 
morpheus NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Mouse Moth 
Amphipyra 
tragopoginis NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Mullein Wave 

Scopula 
marginepunctat
a NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Mute Swan Cygnus olor     Amber Bird 

Oystercatcher 
Haematopus 
ostralegus     Amber Bird 

Pale Eggar 
Trichiura 
crataegi NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Pintail Anas acuta WCA 1b   Amber Bird 

Portland Spurge 
Euphorbia 
portlandica     NS; DN3 Plant 

Pretty Chalk Carpet 
Melanthia 
procellata NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Primrose Primula vulgaris     DBAP Plant 

Pyramidal Orchid 
Anacamptis 
pyramidalis     DN2 Plant 

Ringed Plover 
Charadrius 
hiaticula     Red Bird 

Rosy Minor 
Mesoligia 
literosa NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Rosy Rustic 
Hydraecia 
micacea NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Ruddy Carpet 
Catarhoe 
rubidata     Nb Invertebrate 

Ruddy Turnstone 
Arenaria 
interpres     Amber Bird 

Rustic 
Hoplodrina 
blanda NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Sand Couch Elytrigia juncea     DN1 Plant 
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Common Name 

Scientific 
Name 

UK 
protection 

International 
protection Status Taxon 

Sand Dart Agrotis ripae     Nb Invertebrate 
Sand Martin Riparia riparia     Amber Bird 
Sand Sedge Carex arenaria     DN2 Plant 

Sandwich Tern 
Sterna 
sandvicensis     Amber Bird 

Sea Bindweed 
Calystegia 
soldanella     DN2 Plant 

Sea Couch Elytrigia atherica     DN3 Plant 

Sea Stork's-Bill 
Erodium 
maritimum     DR Plant 

Sea-holly 
Eryngium 
maritimum     DN1 Plant 

Shaded Broad-Bar 
Scotopteryx 
chenopodiata NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna     Amber Bird 

Shore Wainscot 
Mythimna 
litoralis     Nb Invertebrate 

Shoveler Anas clypeata     Amber Bird 

Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus 
WCA 5 (S); 
NERC 41   

UKBAP (P); 
Nb Invertebrate 

Skylark Alauda arvensis     
UKBAP (P); 
Red Bird 

Small Phoenix 
Ecliptopera 
silaceata NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Small Square-Spot Diarsia rubi NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Snipe 
Gallinago 
gallinago     Amber Bird 

Song Thrush 
Turdus 
philomelos     

UKBAP (P); 
Red Bird 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris     Red Bird 
Stoat Mustela erminea   Bern III   Mammal 
Stock Dove Columba oenas     Amber Bird 
Swallow Hirundo rustica     Amber Bird 
Swift Apus apus     Amber Bird 
Teal Anas crecca     Amber Bird 
V-moth Macaria wauaria NERC 41     Invertebrate 

Wall 
Lasiommata 
megera NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Water Pipit 
Anthus 
spinoletta     Amber Bird 

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus   Bonn II   Bird 

Webb's Wainscot 
Archanara 
sparganii     Nb Invertebrate 

Wheatear 
Oenanthe 
oenanthe     Amber Bird 

White Ermine 
Spilosoma 
lubricipeda NERC 41   UKBAP (P) Invertebrate 

Whitethroat 
Sylvia 
communis     Amber Bird 

Wigeon Anas penelope     Amber Bird 

Wild Service-tree 
Sorbus 
torminalis     DN2 Plant 
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Common Name 

Scientific 
Name 

UK 
protection 

International 
protection Status Taxon 

Willow Warbler 
Phylloscopus 
trochilus     Amber Bird 

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava     Red Bird 

Yellowhammer 
Emberiza 
citrinella NERC 41   

UKBAP (P); 
Red Bird 

 
NERC 41 NERC Act (2006) Section 41: Species listed under Section 41 of the 

Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006).  These are the 
species found in England which have been identified as requiring action 
under the UK BAP.  All local authorities and other public authorities in 
England and Wales have a duty to promote and enhance biodiversity in all 
of their functions. 

 
WCA 1 Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 1: birds which are 

protected by special penalties at all times. 
 
WCA 5 Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 5: species protected 

against killing, injury, disturbance and handling. 
 
WCA 5 (S) Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 5: (sale): species 

protected against sale only. 
 
WCA 6 Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 6: animals (other than 

birds) which may not be killed or taken by certain methods 
 
WCA 9 Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 9: animals and plants for 

which release into the wild is prohibited. 
 
BA Protection of Badgers Act 1992: badgers may not be deliberately killed, 

persecuted or trapped except under licence.  Badger setts may not be 
damaged, destroyed or obstructed. 

 
Bern II Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural 

Habitats (Bern Convention) Appendix II: Special protection for listed 
animal species and their habitats. 

 
Bern III Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural 

Habitats (Bern Convention) Appendix III: Exploitation of listed animal 
species to be subject to regulation 

 
ECIIa EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild 

Fauna and Flora (Habitats & Species Directive) Annex IIa: Designation 
of protected areas for animal and plant species listed. 

 
ECIVa EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild 

Fauna and Flora (Habitats & Species Directive) Annex IVa: Exploitation 
of listed animals and plants to be subject to management if necessary. 

 
Bonn II Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals 

(Bonn Convention) Appendix II: Range states encouraged to conclude 
international agreements to benefit species listed. 
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UKBAP(P) UK Priority Species (Short and Middle Lists - UK Biodiversity steering 

Group Report 1995) i.e. species that are globally threatened and rapidly 
declining in the UK (by more than 50% in the last 25 years).  Has a Species 
Action Plan. 

 
DBAP Devon Biodiversity Action Plan species: these have been identified as 

species of key conservation concern in Devon. 
 
NR Nationally Rare: 1-15 10km squares in Atlas of British Flora 1962. 
 
NS Nationally Scarce: 15-100 10km squares in Atlas of British Flora 1962. 
 
Devon Notable Species: Selected species recorded from over 50 2km squares in the Atlas 
of Devon Flora 1984 (R.B. Ivimey-Cook, Department of Biological Sciences, The University 
of Exeter). 
 
DN3 Devon Notable3: Selected species recorded from over 50 2 km squares in 

Atlas of Devon Flora 1984. 
 
Nb Nationally Notable B: known from 100 or fewer 10km squares.  Taken from 

the Invertebrate Site Register. 
 
Amber List Bird species of medium conservation concern, such as those whose 

population is in moderate decline, rare breeders, internationally important 
and localised species and those of unfavourable conservation status in 
Europe. 

 
As well as incidental records and records from consultants, our data search includes data  
from: the Botanical Society for the British Isles (BSBI); British Dragonfly society; Butterfly 
Conservation; Cetacean recording network; Devon Bird Watching and Preservation Society 
(only 2001, 2006 records at moment), Devon Mammal Group; Devon Reptile and Amphibian 
Group; Devon Moth group; Devon Wildlife Trust nature reserves; Environment Agency (fish 
and invertebrate records); Natural England (bat records); Seasearch and the MNCR 
database; Seawatch foundation.  Please note we do not hold information for the Devon Bat 
Group (http://www.dbg.me.uk/) or Devon Invertebrate Forum. For more information on the 
species records we hold. See our website http://www.dbrc.org.uk/species-datasets/. 
 
DBRC have provided this report in PDF format and are unable to provide it in GIS or other 
formats. 
 
 
3. Key principles to protect wildlife and geology in Neighbourhood Plans- These can be 
written into Development Policies in your plan 
 

 Avoid both statutory and non-statutory designated sites  
 Avoid non-designated areas which contain large or linked  areas of semi-natural 

habitat  
 Consider the potential protected species implications of sites before finalising 

plans-it is far better to scope these at the outset to prevent costly delays later 
 Where sites contain patches of semi-natural habitat make sure these can be 

retained and ideally linked together as part of the intended end land use. 
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 Ensure there is potential to retain, restore and re-create habitat linkages such as 
hedges as part of developments 

 Look for enhancement opportunities to create, expand, buffer and link semi-
natural habitats on-site 

 Consider the potential for creating new semi-natural habitat off-site if opportunities 
on-site are limited, this is known as ‘biodiversity offsetting’. It may be possible to pool 
contributions from several developments. 

 
An ecological consultant can help to interpret data from DBRC and give recommendations 
for your neighbourhood plan. You can find an Ecological consultant here:  
www.cieem.net/members-directory/search . 
 
The information within this report is provided for use within the preparation of a 
Neighbourhood Plan, The information contained within can be used for this sole purpose 
and should not be copied, republished or passed on to third parties without DBRC’s consent 
 
 
   
 


