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Well, it’s been quite a summer - so far. Since
our last issue we have had the Referendum, a
vote for Brexit, a new Prime Minister, and a new
Cabinet. Our millionaire footballers too voted with
their feet for Brexit, followed by their manager,
but there was better news from SW19 where
Andy Murray battled his way to a second Men’s
singles title. The weather hasn’t been much to
write home about, however, so it’s just as well
we have something else to write about.
Our 200th edition finds Village Voice in good
shape. Though having lost a number of our old
stalwarts from the team, we have been joined
by some enthusiastic younger members, and
our hardware assets have been updated with the
purchase of a new high-speed Ricoh duplicator
and a Laser colour printer. ALL previous issues
are available to access on the Parish website.
Our Parish owes a debt of gratitude to the
former Parish Clerk, Dudley Drabble, a resident
of South Milton, who published the first issue;
and particularly to the late Kendall & Penny
McDonald who were not only Editors but also
printers. They were followed by the present
team, who have digitised the preparation,
mechanised the printing, and collectively collate
and distribute 700+ copies each second month.
Finally, a big “Thanks” to you, our readers,
who keep us on our toes, and actually create the
news and events that provide our raw material.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE
Since my last update, 261 parishioners have completed our
Questionnaire. This represents 37% of households in the Parish which
is a high return rate and we are very grateful to all those who took part.
The DR Company who organised our survey will be giving a presentation
for members of the Steering Group shortly and after that, the survey
responses will be available on the Parish website. We are also proposing
to have a further presentation from the DR Company in September to
which everyone is welcome. The responses to the Questionnaire will form the basis of the
policies in the consultation draft Neighbourhood Plan upon which parishioners will have an
opportunity to comment. This is likely to be towards the end of 2016, or early in 2017.
Meanwhile, you may have read in the press about the new Plymouth & South West
Devon Joint Local Plan (JLP). Plymouth City Council, South Hams District Council and
West Devon Borough Council have decided to work together to produce a single JLP which
will set out the overarching policies and strategic land allocations for housing and
employment for the combined areas of the three local authorities through to 2034.
The consultation document can be found on the South Hams website at:
http://www.southhams.gov.uk/jointlocalplan where you will find links to the ‘Thriving Towns
and Villages’ Consultation and Booklet. You may use the online response form to make your
comments or email your response to Strategic.Planning@swdevon.gov.uk. The final
deadline for comments is 5pm on 12 August 2016.
One of the main tasks of the JLP is to set out how many people will be living and working
in the Plymouth Housing Market Area (of which we are part) over the next 20 years and to
ensure that enough homes will be built for them. The housing figure quoted for villages in
the South Hams is 700. The potential target housing figure for smaller villages is 10-20 and
20-30 for larger villages. But these figures can be expected to change as the JLP process
progresses.
What is clear is that Neighbourhood Plans will play a pivotal role in the process. The draft
JLP proposes that it is for the villages, through their Neighbourhood Plans, to establish local
level of need and establish village policies and allocations for housing and employment.
It recognises that detailed local issues are best understood at the Neighbourhood Plan
level and that Neighbourhood Plan groups are best placed to understand the individual
and unique local issues. Nonetheless, there is a warning that the local planning authority
may step in if the Neighbourhood Plan is not progressing in a timely fashion, or does not
demonstrate how a sufficient level of new development will come forward.
It is therefore helpful that the results of our Housing Needs Survey are about to be
published and will shortly be available on the Parish website. This survey was undertaken
by the South Hams District Council on behalf of the Thurlestone Parish Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group. The survey was aimed primarily at affordable housing needs within the
parish, but also obtained data relating to the private sector. The information obtained from
the Housing Needs Survey and the Questionnaire will form part of the evidence required by
the Steering Group to help them formulate housing policies for the Neighbourhood Plan.
Finally, it is not too late for you to be involved in the Neighbourhood Plan. Please contact us
via the Parish website, if you would like to be involved. We are particularly looking for people
with graphic design skills.
Tony Goddard
(Steering Group Chairman)
VILLAGE VOICE
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Parish Council Meetings
Meetings held 13 June and 4 July 2016
News & Views by Citizen
Seven Parish Councillors, the Parish Clerk, District Councillor and nineteen members
of the public were present at the June meeting. In July the Parish Councillors
numbered only four (due to holidays), with the Parish Clerk, County Councillor,
District Councillor, and nine members of the public also attending.
OPEN FORUM
#

The Parish Council was thanked for its donations of £200 towards the
Queen’s 90th Birthday celebrations in each of the three villages.

#

The mirror for Aune Cross has been purchased and now needs fitting.

#

The June meeting heard that no road closure notices for the ‘Bantham
Swoosh’ on 2nd July had been received, but the event passed off without
problems.
PARISH HALL
Councillor Bronwen Zaffiro said the Cheese & Wine lunch organised in the Parish Hall
to celebrate the Queen’s birthday had been a success with over 90 people attending
and the televised event in the Mall had been shown on the big screen.
HIGHWAYS
The road from West Buckland has many potholes and the Parish Clerk will contact
Devon County Council about this. The police had been advised of dangerous car
parking round Island View on the School’s sports day and the registration numbers
of the worse offenders had been noted. Parking around the school continues to
cause problems and the police are monitoring the situation.
FOOTPATHS
# The new path on the Green now completed and the area where cherry-tree roots
were removed will be re-seeded.
# County Councillor Rufus Gilbert reported that a 50% cut in funding for the SW
Coast Path had been proposed but the National Trails Network (Natural England)
funding will continue for this year, though it cannot be guaranteed for the future.
Work on the footpath to Hope Cove near Beacon Cottage has started.
TREES
Parish Councillor Charles Mitchelmore said the three badly-leaning leylandii trees at
the Old Rectory need permission to be removed. The cherry tree on the Green
needs pruning as it overhangs the War Memorial. The new holly on the Green is
unfortunately being affected, it is thought, by rose blight but it will be treated.
The horse chestnut near the bus shelter also needs to be pruned.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Parish Councillor Tony Goddard said that a response to the Questionnaire of nearly
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40% had been received and is being analysed. The Housing Requirements survey
had also been completed and will be in draft form on the website in July. There is
no further news on better mobile phone reception.
PARISH CLERK’S REPORT
War Memorial needs cleaning and quotations are being sought. The District Council
will now allow bagged animal faeces to be put in black bins. Martyn Grose, chair of
the Friends of Thurlestone Church, hopes to stand down this year if a replacement
can be found. More volunteers to serve on this committee are also needed.
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Rufus Gilbert said that if there are problems with parking he should be contacted by
phone (Mondays to Fridays) and he will arrange for an enforcement officer to attend
and issue parking tickets.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
# Judy Pearce has no more news on the setting up of the suggested separate
company. The SHDC accounts are now online.
# A new Local Plan for Plymouth, West Devon and the South Hams is being
developed and will run in tandem with Neighbourhood Plans. A six week
consultation period started on 1st July and will run to 12th August, during which time
there will also be workshops. There is a need for some 30,000 new homes to be
built between 2014 and 2034. Most of these will be in and around Plymouth. 8700
are needed in West Devon, with around 1000 already built or planned. Allocations
for villages (Neighbourhood Plans) show about 1000 homes needed with 700 of
these in the South Hams and 300 in West Devon. Thurlestone has 11 already
planned. The targets over the next 20 or so years are not seen as too onerous.
Parish boundaries could be amended if found to be necessary.
BUSINESS BY DIRECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN

# Logo competition. The competition for the Thurlestone sign at the top of the
village which was organised by Wat Kirby of Kingsbridge Community School
attracted 44 entries. Libby Rodwell-Lynn was the winner and she will be presented
with a £25 Amazon voucher before the end of term.

# Biomass. A report on Biomass fuel for heating has been received but it was felt to
be inappropriate for our parish.

# Dog faeces. Julian Lee cuts the grass for the Parish Council but has said he is not
willing to continue as it is often covered in dog faeces, especially in the area of the
Green. Parish Councillor Chairman Andrew Rhymes has apprehended three
offending dog-owners who turned out to be Thurlestone Hotel guests. Matthew
Grose of the Hotel has been told of the problem. Parishioners were urged to try and
photograph offenders. The special bin for dog faeces is often filled with non-dog
rubbish and we were all asked to let the Parish Clerk know when it is full so that it
can be emptied.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be on Monday 5 September 2016 at the Parish Hall.

VILLAGE VOICE
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REPORT FROM YOUR COUNTY
COUNCILLOR
Since I last wrote to you in February, politics has proven interesting and challenging,
culminating in the June referendum. The local result of which, as I write on 28th June,
is that I am now responding to lots of interesting comment.
From the perspective of Thurlestone and DCC, however, matters have perhaps been
quieter than normal. Nevertheless, herewith I set out below few points of possible
local interest.
1. Beacon Point footpath is now being moved back to where
we all wanted it to be in the first place.
2. The South West Coast Path has been under financial pressure
with an immediate threatened withdrawal of 50% of the funding
for the National Trails Network by Natural England. This has now
been reversed and funding will remain in place until spring 2017.
Alas, we face cuts thereafter.
3. The Galmpton to Hope Cove road, about which many of you have
been lobbying me, has now been dressed.
4. The Devon Pension Fund, of which I am Chairman, is undergoing
some changes in how it invests its funds. A new regional pool of
some £25 billion is being formed to cut investment costs, thereby
creating considerable savings for the 100,000 participants in the
Devon Fund. This requires much more of both my and officers time
to deliver these savings.
It was a great pleasure and honour on 13th July (while on holiday in Croatia) to
submit this last minute addition to my article for Thurlestone Village Voice's 200th
edition, when we now have a new female Prime Minister, which I personally
welcome.
So, a huge congratulations to all who over so many years have helped keep the
Parish of Thurlestone in touch with itself .........well done and thanks !
What a year 2016 is so far proving, with I'm sure much more to follow before the
year ends.
I wish you all a very happy and hopefully sunny summer.

Rufus Gilbert
You can contact me by e-mail to rufus.gilbert@devon.gov.uk Or write to me at my
home address at Washbrook Farm, Dodbrooke, Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1NN, or
phone me at 01548 856659.
VILLAGE VOICE
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PARISH
HALL NEWS
Chairman: Neill Irwin
Whether you live in either Bantham, Buckland or Thurlestone then the Thurlestone Parish
Hall is your community hall, and we hope you will look on it as your first choice for your
community events. The cost of booking the Hall is very modest considering its excellent
range of facilities, which are the envy of many parishes in this area. It is run by a
committee of volunteers, representing all the regular users of the hall, and we employ a
caretaker to look after it. At present we are looking for a volunteer to take over from Diane
Martin as the Hall Booking Secretary. Diane has kindly reviewed this role, making it much
more user-friendly, and you will see an advertisement for the position elsewhere in this
issue. If you would like to know more, please get in touch with Diane on 560070.
I am delighted to report that we have had very successful events in June and July. So far
as I know, this is the first time we have had an Open Gardens Day. Naturally, being an
English summer’s day, it rained. Equally naturally, this did not stop lots of people from
enjoying their tour of the six local gardens taking part. In short it was a great success,
with our thanks going to everyone who took part and especially to Sue Dwyer as organiser
in chief. We all hope this will become a regular event.
The Hall was at its glorious best hosting the Queen’s 90th Birthday Party. Our thanks go
to the District Council and the Parish Council for their financial contributions which enabled
us to keep the costs to a minimum, and to Pat Macdonald for organising this event with a
team of helpers. At the start of July the Hall was bouncing again to the unmistakable sound
of The Rackets with their rock & roll hits, and here thanks go to their hosts Pat & Bill
Clarke. If you missed either of these events you missed a real treat, but you can still
capture a flavour of these occasions from the Gallery feature on our Parish website.
Our annual Family Fun Day was held on Tuesday 26th July, and attracted a record number
of people who threw themselves into the sporting contests available, and also took full
advantage of the bar and barbecue facilities. Thanks as ever to the Phone Box team, heroes
of the sweltering barbecue, and all the other event organisers.
I am pleased to say that the new parking arrangements for disabled drivers is now in
operation. The concrete base which makes the use of wheelchairs much simpler is in place
and the usual markings will be painted as soon as possible. In the meantime we would
appreciate it if everyone visiting the Hall would respect the two spots allocated for this
purpose. The second disabled parking space and new lighting has been donated by a long
term Thurlestone user of the old and new Parish Hall. We are very grateful for this
generous gesture.
Next we have the Autumn Fair planned for 17th September. As always there will be lots of
interesting stalls as each year the people who use the Hall generously donate their time and
goods. There will be something for everyone. I look forward to seeing you there.
Finally, on behalf of the Parish Hall committee I would like to offer congratulations to Village
Voice on achieving its 200th issue, and for all the support given by the magazine over the
years. It played a key role in the fund-raising for the new Parish Hall and continues to be a
major help by promoting the entertainments and other events held at the hall.
Neill Irwin
VILLAGE VOICE
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Rosemary Stocken (1925 -2016)
There will be a memorial service at 3.30pm
on Wednesday 3rd August at Thurlestone
Parish Church for the late Rosemary
Stocken. Formerly living at Mariners, where
earlier she had cared for her mother, she
was a familiar tall, slim figure in the village,
very often seen bringing up a load of
seaweed from the beach to apply to her
veg patch and the popular roadside flower
bed she lovingly tended on Yarmer.
During WW2 Rosemary served overseas
with the WRNS, after which she trained
as a nurse in London and then returned to
practise locally. She served on Thurlestone
Parish Council, and was always helpful and
generous, and a well-loved and respected
resident in the village. A few years ago she
moved to live just outside Kingsbridge. We
extend our condolences to her sister and
family.
Bravery Recognition
Four Devon & Cornwall police officers,
including former Thurlestone resident PC
Jonathan Lonsdale, whose parents John and
Pauline live in the village, recently received
Police Bravery Awards at a Dorchester Hotel
ceremony in London. In responding to a call
for help from a member of the public, PCs
Jonathan Lonsdale and Ryan Hayhurst were
violently attacked by a man with a powered
angle grinder at a house in Kingsbridge.
In going to the aid of his fellow officer, PC
Lonsdale received a serious cut to his left
arm which caused arterial bleeding and led
to his then becoming unconscious. Police
back-up arrived in the form of Acting Sgt
John Dingle and WPC Rebecca Tucker, as
a result of which PC Hayhurst managed to
escape and PC Lonsdale was given first aid
and protected from further attack.
The citation for the award says:

“This was an abhorrent attack during which
the offender gave a running commentary on
social media. These officers put their lives at
risk and had it not been for their courage
and determination, PC Lonsdale’s injuries
would have been fatal.”
After a four hour siege at the property, the

VILLAGE VOICE

offender was arrested. We are happy to
report that Jonathan has recovered from his
ordeal, having spent some time in hospital.
Well done and thank you to the Devon &
Cornwall police force!
Bantham Party
Linda Chilcott, who organised the event on
11 June to mark the Queen’s 90th birthday and to celebrate life in Bantham - tells us
that on a warm, sunny, afternoon a great
party was held. There was background
music, bunting, balloons and bubbles, with
wonderful food in abundance - even a
freshly-cooked trout - with lots of liquid
refreshment to toast HM.
Linda says “It made for a jolly party, thanks
to all who came, with a particularly big
thank-you to Linda at the Village Store for
letting us use her facilities which were
perfect. Also thanks to Tim for the music,
Tony for the setting-up and Bantham Estate
for allowing free parking in the afternoon
for those who needed it. It was wonderful
to see Bert Jeffery again, one of our longstanding residents who has recently moved
away. Last but not least we express our
thanks to the Parish Council for their
generous donation which allowed this
celebration to happen.”
Bantham Swoosh
The ‘Bantham Swoosh’, held for the first time
last year with some 400 swimmers, proved
even more popular this year as more than
600 took to the water on 2 July. Starting at
Aveton Gifford the swimmers were
eventually assisted on their way by the tidal
surge which took the participants down to
the Bantham beach finish. The Outdoor
Swimming Association runs the event and
its spokeswoman, Kate Rew, expressed her
appreciation of the support received from
the Bantham Estate.
Bantham Bash
Yet another ‘Bantham Bash’ is on the cards
for Saturday 27 August and will take place in
the Stidston Field, top of Thurlestone village,
from 7pm Saturday to 12.30am Sunday.
Dress can be anything beginning with the
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letter B. There will be a live band, cash
bar, raffle and auction. Tickets are £45
per person, available by e-mailing
banthambash2016@gmail.com, The price
includes dinner, and the proceeds will be
donated to charity, including Devon Air
Ambulance.
Music Festival
Macmillan Cancer Support will benefit as the
result of the Shedstock Festival held recently
at Whitley Farm, Thurlestone, courtesy of
farmer Eric Palmer, who is hoping it will
become an annual event. Campers were
allowed to pitch their tents in his field for a
small donation in aid of Macmillan to enjoy
the evening at which the Dave Sharp Young
Musicians Workshop Band and The
Mannequins performed. There were no
reports of noise, or chaos, the police praised
the event and no-one had complained. The
venue, a large barn, proved ideal as any
noise travels north, where there is no-one
living for about half a mile, and the
organisers even took the trouble to make
sure by driving around the local area to
listen.
Lynx Slinks Off
On 7 July 2016 a 2-year old male lynx
escaped its enclosure in Dartmoor Zoological
Park near Sparkwell, and the animal is now
thought to have left the grounds. The
National Police Air Service (NPAS) helicopter
has been deployed to assist with the search
of the boundaries of the zoological park.
The lynx is a wild cat approximately the size
of a large domestic cat and is grey/silver in
colour. If members of the public sight it they
should call 999 immediately quoting log 252
of 7 July 2016. The animal should not be
approached as it could become dangerous if
alarmed or cornered.
Solar Lights snatch
Shirley Chapman of Mead Drive has
unfortunately lost two solar-powered lights
which have been removed/stolen from her
roadside garden. This may perhaps have
been the result of a juvenile prank, so please
have a look in your garden if you live in this
area as the lights may have been just
tossed over a hedge. So watch out, you
solar-powered light owners, your property
may be the next to suffer, and keep an eye
open for any suspicious activities.
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Tons of Money
Kingsbridge Amateur Theatrical Society
(KATS) presents, for their summer play, a
comedy Tons of Money by
Will Evans and Arthur
Valentine. Originally
performed in 1922 as the
first of the famous ‘Aldwych’
farces, Alan Ayckbourn
revised it in 1986. Featuring
a stellar KATS cast, Tons of
Money runs from 14-17 September 2016
7.30pm at Malborough Village Hall. Tickets
will be available from early August at
Kingsbridge Information Centre and online
at kats-kingsbridge.co.uk
South Hams Society
The next beach clean will be on Saturday
20 August at West Charleton Beach. Why not
join us? Assemble in Marsh Lane at 1pm.
(Low Water 14.15 ) This remote beach is a
haven for wild-life but not suitable for dogs.
Then we have Soar Mill Cove on Saturday 17
September: Assemble in the car park behind
hotel at 12 noon. (Low Water 13.13 ) This
pretty little beach is very popular with
families and walkers alike. Remaining beach
cleans for 2016 are at: Gara Beach (15 Oct),
Thurlestone Sands (12 Nov) and Yarmer
Beach and Leas Foot (17 Dec). For beach
cleans, contact Penny Fenton (01548
561539)
Nature Notes
# Two baby hedgehogs have recently been
sighted in the Court Park area.
# A lady living on the Mead told us she had
watched a young fox nonchalantly grooming
himself in the middle of her lawn despite
being mobbed by rooks and seagulls.
# A Scarlet Tiger moth has been reported in
one local garden, but no Jersey Tigers who
have been regular visitors since 1994.
Binny the Poo
From Dan Taylor, Locality Engagement
Officer, at South Hams District Council,
(01803 861226) comes the following:

“Waste from non-meat eating animals such
as rabbits, chickens etc can go in the brown
bin (un-bagged obviously) along with any
soiled bedding (hay/straw) from these
animals. Dog/cat poo can be bagged and
placed inside the black bin”.
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PRIEST-IN-CHARGE:
Revd. Daniel Hartley 562727
LAY READER: Peter Gornall

Peter Gornall writes:
A SAD, SAD SUMMER
What a sad, sad summer so far. Not the weather, not the gardens or the crops,
not the lush green of the countryside and not the sea looking Mediterranean under
clear blue above. It’s the humans; the humans making it so sad.
I am writing the morning after over 80 people have been slaughtered by a truck
driver in Nice; a week after five policemen were killed by sniper-fire in Dallas, and
two black men were killed by police in Baton Rouge and Minnesota; two weeks
after a bomb attack at Istanbul airport; a month after the murder of Jo Cox in her
Batley constituency. I am writing after one of the most acrimonious, scaremongering and untruthful political campaigns ever experienced in this country.
One result, whichever way the vote count went, has been the overspill of open
hatred of eastern Europeans and Muslims; and not just in more distant
Manchester, London and Huntingdon, but by the arson attack and threatening
note in Plymouth too. (Thank goodness for the concerned neighbours who raised
£5000 as a show of solidarity with that Polish family.)
All of which, in relative terms, makes staying in or coming out of the EU a matter
of tiny importance. We demonstrate too clearly that we are a dreadfully divided
human race; that in dealing with others we start our thinking fearfully of “them
versus us” rather than first assuming with trust our common humanity. It is not
the job of the new prime minister to set up a ministry for healing the rifts, a
department for community understanding, a council for the unity of humankind.
Yet these matters are surely far more fundamental to our well-being, to our
deepest needs for the richness and colour and value of our lives, and of course to
our security, than the mere details of our political system.
The fact is that we have a job to do which appears far beyond our powers: a job
of healing, of both seeing for ourselves and helping others to gain the vision of the
common humanity without which terrible crimes are committed and communities
fall apart. Yet it took only twelve inspired men, and the unnumbered women who
shared the same faith and knew in their own beings the love and strength of the
human person of God, Jesus himself. They were able to resist and change the
brutality and divisions in the first-century Middle East and in Rome itself; and they
left not only their mark on history, but a legacy of nearness to that loving
presence within the human spirit which has overcome division, mistrust and
violence. God’s broken world desperately needs humans of that calibre, with that
in-dwelling tough love, and the faith that big tasks are possible in His strength.
Every Blessing!

The grand total of the House-to-House Collection during Christian Aid
Week was £1430, of which 65% was Gifted Aided adding a further £232.
This was boosted by a separate very generous donation of £250 to enable
Morsheda, or someone like her, to have her house raised above the flood levels.
Together with other fund raising, the total raised in the parish was around £2000. A
magnificent result! Thank you!!

CHURCHWARDENS: Liz Webb 560090 & Graham Worrall (562016)
Everyone is welcome at all services.

Church Services

at Thurlestone Church,

unless indicated otherwise

Sundays
Every Sunday

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP: 1st & 3rd; CW: 2nd & 4th)

AUG. 7TH, 21ST, SEPT. 18TH

11.10am Parish Eucharist (CW)

AUGUST 14TH, SEPTEMBER 25TH

11.10am Matins (BCP)

AUGUST 14TH, SEPTEMBER 11TH

(Fairtrade Stall August 7th)

6.00pm Benefice Evensong (BCP) at Woodleigh

AUGUST 28TH, SEPTEMBER 11TH

11.10am Morning Worship

SEPTEMBER 4TH

11.00am Benefice Sea Sunday Service on Bantham Ham

OCTOBER 2ND

11.10am Harvest Thanksgiving + Harvest Lunch

(Fairtrade Stall on September 11th)

Weekdays
THURS AUG. 4TH, SEPT. 1ST

10.00am Holy Communion (BCP) at White Horses, Bantham

EVERY WEDNESDAY

10.00am Holy Communion (BCP) (said)

MON., WED., THURS. & FRIDAYS

8.30am Morning Prayer (said) (8.15 a.m. on Mondays)

BCP = Book of Common Prayer

CW = Common Worship

See Church Notice Boards for variations & more information

Benefice Sea Sunday Service

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 4TH 11.00 A.M. BANTHAM
at the Surf Lifesaving Club House
Parking at the sea end of the overflow carpark, to the left of main one
by kind permission of Nicholas Johnston and Bantham Estate
Collection for the Mission to Seafarers and Bantham Surf Life saving Club
Some seating available but, if possible, please bring a chair or sit on the grass
The Service will be followed by an optional BRING & SHARE LUNCH
Please bring a savoury or sweet dish for two people ~ Soft Drinks, tea & coffee provided
If you wish to take advantage of the free parking (10.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m.),
please obtain a parking ticket in advance from the Churchwardens

Everyone is welcome to

Sunday August 28th 4.30 p.m.

by Buckland Stream
(down hill & follow signs)

Bring your own chair ~ Parking available ~ Cancelled, if wet

2017 Local Calendar
featuring the winning photographs of the Thurlestone, Buckland
and Bantham Area in the recent competition

£6.50
in aid of
Church Funds

Available from Thurlestone and Bantham Shops,
Church and Meeting Room or Liz Webb (560090)
Postal Order Form from thurlallsaints@aol.com/01548 560090

Entry forms for 2017 Competition at sale points

on the

Cream Teas
EVERY THURSDAY

UNTIL SEPT. 1ST

3.00 - 5.00 P.M.
IN THURLESTONE CHURCH MEETING
£3 in aid of church funds
Everyone is Welcome

~

ROOM

Parking in Church Car Park

Thomas Samuel Ronald Parkin (1933 - 2016)
Thomas Samuel Ronald Parkin (Ron) was born on a farm in North Cornwall. When
he started school he was given a penny for not crying on the first day. According to
him he had to walk miles to school by himself. Later he was a boarder at the local
Grammar School where, for supper, there was dry bread and a glass of water, or so
we all understood.
The Headmaster was very eccentric and used to invite Ruth Railton, founder of the
National Youth Orchestra, to come and see if any of the boys were good enough
musicians for the Orchestra. A few succeeded. The school orchestra, in which Ron
was a leading violinist, included nearly everybody as the Head wanted lots of parents
to come to the concerts.. The school must have been good as Ron, and several
others, went up to Pembroke College, Oxford, where he had three marvellous years
reading Mathematics and Physics.
After this he did National Service in the RAF where he played Rugby and did a lot
of acting. He and some friends travelled down to Spain on motor bikes eventually
arriving at Laredo after numerous mishaps. Ron fell for the charms of a lovely
Spanish maiden but wherever they went her mother came too!
On leaving the RAF in 1958 Ron Joined Wiggins Teape, the leading manufacturer of
fine and speciality papers, as a graduate trainee in their mill at Aberdeen. There he
met Jo who was working as a midwife in the city. After training he was moved to
the technical department of another of the Group's mills in Cardiff. He married Jo in
December 1959. In 1961 he was appointed Technical Manager of the Dover mill
during which time he was responsible for the transfer of technology to Japan,
becoming Group Chief Patent and Licences Officer in 1967 based at Gateway House
in London.
In 1970 Ron was promoted Manager of Jointine Ltd. in Lincoln, a subsidiary of
Wiggins Teape, from where in 1974 he moved back to Head Office, now in
Basingstoke. A varied and distinguished career on the technical side of the UK paper
industry culminated in Ron's appointment as Director of Group Research and
Development based at Butler's Court in Beaconsfield. He retired in 1992.
When Jo and Ron came to Devon he was able to play golf, he often thought that
he had got the secret. It was not clear that he had, but he had a lot of fun. He liked
to sail, once across the Atlantic and many times to France and down to Cornwall and
became a good navigator. He also enjoyed walking and swimming.
Ron was a member of Probus and Kedfas, being Chairman of the latter for three
years. He excelled as a chairman and chaired the Parish Hall Committee in the early
years of the new hall and served on the Entertainments Committee for many years.
He was never at a loss for appropriate words in introducing or thanking visiting
entertainers. He was a conscientious and efficient Treasurer of the Friends of the
Church from its inception until his death.
He had a very, very happy time in Devon in spite of being a Cornishman.
Martyn Grose
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POSTBAG
Dear Editor
After months of slightly unseasonal weather,
summer seems to have finally arrived. Lets
hope this hot weather manages to stay with
us all holiday rather than just flirting with us
for a few days.
On the Bantham Estate one of our first real
summer days was at the beginning of July
when we hosted the Swoosh for a second
time. Lots of happy, intrepid and smiling
swimmers entered the water at AG and
quickly spread out into a column of circling
arms and splashing feet. After just over an
hour the first swimmers began to emerge
and walk onto the beach beside Jenkins
Quay. It is a pleasure to play host to such a
lovely, inclusive little event and it seems to
be appreciated by swimmers, supporters and
locals in equal measure.
Earlier this year Bantham Estate bought the
triangular gravel car park just beyond the
golf club and Links Court, and this summer
we have decide to make this car park free
to all visitors. And just in case a few locals
decide to swap to this glorious beach spot
from Bantham, they will find a pleasant
surprise as the ‘old’ gastrobus is now going
to be serving delicious food, hot and cold
drinks, tempting cakes and treats and the
inevitable ice creams from this lovely spot
throughout the holiday season.
Claire and her merry team at Bantham now
have two ‘new’ Citroen Hvans and are joined
by a gorgeous green flower van and a pop
up summer wear truck loaned to us by
Orlebar Brown (www.orlebarbrown.co.uk).
Thurlestone resident and brilliant florist
Caroline Hodges is moving onto the beach
for the holidays so please come and visit
her and then select which Hvan is your
particular favourite.
The evolution of the beach and car park at
Bantham, with an improved family picnic
area and these new gastro trucks, reflect the
modest and gradual next steps for Bantham
Estate. The things that people know and love
VILLAGE VOICE

about the beach, the land and the estuary
won’t change, but in small ways we hope
that we can make the hour or the day that
people spend with us that little bit better.
And I particularly appreciate that these fun
vehicles disappear at night so everything
goes back to nature for a few hours before
dawn brings the start of another day of
rushing about all over again.
It is a pleasure to write a few words for your
200th edition and congratulations on this
excellent landmark. I hope I get to share our
Estate news more regularly in the future, but
first I hope we all get to share the benefit of
a long, happy summer.
Nicholas Johnston
Bantham Estate
Dear Editor
A great big thank you to the Thurlestone
Parish Hall committee team for organising
the Thurlestone village celebration lunch for
the Queen’s 90th birthday. What a delicious
buffet, with a good selection of cheeses and
paté. There was plenty to eat, the wine
flowed, and we were able to watch the
events in London on the big screen.
A truly wonderful day enjoyed by all.
Jill & Brian Munn
47 Mead Drive
Dear Editor
As part of the celebrations of the Bard’s
400th we would like to offer this tribute on
the occasion of your own 200th.

A man of great vision was Drabble
Writing gossip for Thurlestonian rabble,
Who still can rejoice
in our great Village Voice,
Which continues to delight us with babble
Keep it up!
Gillian & Kit Marshall
Leaside, Ilbert Road
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Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

Well, what a year it’s been - the Queen’s
90th birthday, we are out of Europe, and
now we are celebrating the 200th edition of
the Village Voice.

Many congratulations on the publication of
the 200th edition of Village Voice.

For me it’s been a huge source of local parish
information, especially in my early days as a
Parish Councillor when the contact names
and numbers on that back page were
invaluable. I can’t recall many occasions
when Citizen and Pat have not been there,
pens and notebooks at the ready, to get all
"the latest gossip " down. There have also
not been many meetings when the Council
have not relied upon Village Voice to
publicise Parish Council problem issues, from
gully emptying to dog poo or the dreaded
school parking problem.
It’s always been a great local communication
source run by a dedicated team of
volunteers, and it comes as no surprise that
this firm Parish favourite is now printing its
200th edition, testament to all the hard work
and effort of these stoic parishioners.
Facebook and twitter have nothing on this!
So from myself and the Parish Council may
I take this opportunity to say a massive
‘thank you’ for your help with all those
matters that concern the Parish, and for the
distribution of this iconic read.
Here's to the next 200 editions.
Jack Rhymes
Parish Council Chairman
Dear Editor,
On behalf of the Parochial Church Council
and congregation of All Saints’ Church, I
should like to congratulate you and your
predecessors on the magnificent
achievement of 200 editions of Village Voice.
As a parish we are extremely fortunate to
have such a diverse publication as yours. As
a church we are very fortunate to be able to
spread the word on our mission, services and
activities to Bantham, Buckland and
Thurlestone through its pages.
I hope I’m around to read the 300th edition!!
Liz Webb
Churchwarden
VILLAGE VOICE

My particular memory is of the time when we
were building the new Parish Hall and giving
thought to the facilities needed to locate the
Village Voice operation in the new building.
We were anxious to provide the most up
to date labour saving equipment needed
to print and assemble the magazine, but
it was explained that the existing methods
of putting the pages together provided an
opportunity for many people to be involved
and allow them all to contribute to the
creation of Village Voice and therefore to
the enhancement of our Community life.
So, quite apart from the pleasure it gives
your readers, it is appropriate to recognise
the importance of the magazine in this
respect.
We are all grateful to the volunteers involved
in the production and distribution of Village
Voice, both past and present, and for all their
efforts and commitment on our behalf.
Over the years, they have created great
benefit to our community – and long may
they and their successors continue to do so.
Yours sincerely,
David Houghton
2 The Old Rectory
Dear Editor
May I be allowed, on behalf of the
Thurlestone Parish Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group, to congratulate Village
Voice and all those who work so hard to
produce it on having, with this issue,
achieved an amazing 200 editions?
I couple this with our thanks for all of the
help that you have given to our Group,
and its efforts to publicize the Plan and
canvass the views of the Parish, especially
through delivering by hand two sets of
Questionnaires to every household.

Village Voice speaks both for and to the
Parish and truly is its voice!
Tony Goddard
Chairman,
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
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Remember
“That’s the last time this world will see such a war”
They vowed in 1918
So how could it happen just twenty years on?
What of those years in between?
Still fresh in their minds - the suffering, the pain,
Days never-ending they marched in the rain,
Advancing in darkness, through mist and damp
God, how many more miles ’til they reached the next camp?
Their dreams were vivid, memories still raw
Of the noise from the guns which shook to the core.
The wire - a tangle of metal and mesh,
Bayonets flashed as they tore into flesh.
Shells burst close by them with deafening thud,
Horses died slowly, they sank in the mud.
Folks back at home keeping warm by the fire
How could they know of the cold and the mire?
Of the hunger, exhaustion, of hope’s dying flame
When identified only by rank and by name?
Those who survived it could never forget
That the dead and the wounded were owed such a debt.
Where was their God when they cried in the night?
The darkness so final, the end of their fight.
So sacred is life, so fragile world peace.
Let’s lay down our weapons that conflict may cease.
Why don’t we learn what is wrong, what is right?
We must overcome darkness, together choose light
For this precious earth to evolve, survive
For our children’s children to flourish and thrive.
Jane Stanley, June 2016
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TOUR TO NORMANDY 2016

THE D-DAY LANDINGS JUNE 1944
“OPERATION OVERLORD”
By Jane Stanley
Those of our group of 18 who had been on Tour to the Western Front in 2014 with retired
Brigadier Johnny Walker OBE DL, formerly Commanding Officer of the Duke of Wellington’s
Regiment and later an Infantry Brigade Commander, knew we were in for an unforgettable
few days. With his vast knowledge, endless stories and anecdotes, his narrative is
sensitively empathetic and powerfully compelling. And once again he had his grandfather’s
Boer War and WW1 whistle to keep us in order!

The Allies’ aim in June 1944 was to take control of the whole area, with two American
Airborne Divisions securing the exits from Utah and also securing any access routes that
might be used by the Germans in any counter attack in the Carentan peninsula. The British
6th Airborne Division was to secure the bridges over the Caen canal (now Pegasus Bridge)
and over the river Orne at Benouville to the east, as well as capturing the guns at
Merville Battery, thus blocking off German reinforcements from the south and the east.
After docking in Cherbourg on July 4th our 1st stop was St Mere Eglise west of Utah
beach which had been occupied by the Germans since 1940. Poor weather conditions
and some bad navigation made for difficulty in seeing the marker flares installed by the
pathfinders to indicate the Drop Zones for both the Americans and the British who were
scattered over an area 4 times that which was scheduled. 13,000 parachutists jumped
from over 800 transport planes. The American parachutist Private John Steele (who was
immortalised in the film The Longest Day) landed on the church tower hanging there for 2
hours, feigning death before being cut down and captured. He was released by American
Forces a few days later. We then walked across the square to the American Airborne
Museum built on a site where a house off the square was burnt out during the night 5/6
June. Dedicated to the memory of the American Paratroopers from the 82nd and 101st
Airborne Divisions who were dropped over the Carentan Peninsula during the night of
June 5/6 1944, the museum comprises three buildings and exhibits a wonderful collection
of vehicles, weapons, uniforms and much war material donated by the war veterans
themselves. Also on display is a Waco glider and a Dakota (C-47) and a continuously
running film show.
Then to the statute of Iron Mike which pays tribute to the numerous American paratroopers
who lost their lives in the area surrounding the bridge over the river Mederet. Johnny
described the fierce fighting at the scene of the Bataille de la Fiera. Rommel’s
“asparagus” (over a million 13-16ft logs /lengths of steel) had been placed in the
surrounding fields and meadows - and in the swamps which had been purposely flooded to make it impossible to land the gliders and paratroopers. The tops of the poles were often
connected by tripwire and every 3rd log carried a mine or hand grenade. It was imperative
to capture this very small but hugely strategic bridge and the bridges in Chef-du-Point.
Eventually, on June 9th with Generals Gavin and Ridgeway both leading the assault, the
Allies were successful. Every year on June 6th ceremonies and commemorative parachute
jumps are organised in the La Fiere region.
From there we visited La Cambe, near Bayeux, one of six German cemeteries in
Normandy and maintained by the German War Graves Commission. The statues of a
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grieving man and woman stand on the summit of a 6m high tumulus in the centre which
contains the mass grave of 296. There are 21,000 graves, the remains of 207 unknown
dead and 89 in a mass grave. Also buried here is Michael Wittmann, the most famous tank
commander in the German army, a panzer ace and a national hero. He was awarded the
Knights Cross with Oak Leaves by Hitler in Feb 1944.
Our 1st stop on day 2 was back to the US Sector at Omaha beach which had been strongly
fortified by casemates/pillboxes (fortified gun emplacements), trenches, off-shore mines and
beach defences in the form of “hedgehogs” (static anti-tank obstacles made of metal with
an L or H-shaped cross section) - to prevent/delay the Allies coming ashore. The Germans
waited until the ramps dropped from the landing craft before opening fire, the result being
utter carnage and over 5000 killed in the assault landing alone. The American Cemetery
at Colleville sur Mer (featured in the opening scenes of the film Saving Private Ryan)
holds 9,387 headstones, 145 Stars of David, 1,557 missing with no known graves, the
graves of Theodore Roosevelt (President Roosevelt’s son), 3 Medal of Honour winners and
the 2 Niland brothers Robert and Preston, who with their two other brothers formed the
basis of this film.
Then to Pointe du Hoc, a promontory with a 100 ft (30 m) cliff face overlooking the
English Channel and the highest point between Utah to the west and Omaha to the east.
On D-Day 3 Companies of the US 2nd Ranger Battalion captured it following a cliff assault.
There were only 90 survivors from the initial 225 soldiers in the 2-day battle.
We then visited Longues-sur-Mer, site of the gun battery - 300 m inland from the control
bunker on the coast and forming part of Germany’s Atlantic Wall coastal fortifications of
which 200 were built between Denmark and Spain. When you see the four massive
reinforced concrete pillboxes/casemates you realise the enormity of the task faced by the
Allied troops in taking the beaches. The bombardment ended successfully within 24 hrs of
the Gold beach landings.
After a light (!) lunch at the Hotel Normandie in Arromanche we saw the remains of the
Mulberry (codename) harbour. With all natural ports and harbours in France and Belgium
occupied by the enemy, Winston Churchill ordered two prefabricated harbours, each to be
the size of Dover harbour, to be towed in sections across the English Channel and then
assembled off Omaha and Gold beaches. We then went to an excellent 360 degree
cinema.
Our last day started at Ranville Cemetery in the Calvados district which has the graves
and headstones of 2,235 Commonwealth servicemen, 97 of them unidentified and the
majority being from the 6th Airborne Division (originally 12,000 troops) who landed by
parachute and glider, tasked with securing the eastern flank to enable assault landings to go
ahead on D-Day at Sword, Juno and Gold beaches. At Ranville Cemetery a cross was
laid at the grave of Lt Den Brotheridge of the glider-borne Ox and Bucks Light Infantry, the
1st Allied death on D-Day.
At the Merville Battery we learnt that the guns there had to be taken out of action before
dawn on June 6th as they threatened the British and Canadian amphibious assault landings
at Sword beach only 8 miles (13km) away and Juno beach. The 9th Parachute Regiment’s
descent did not go well for similar reasons to that of the Americans further west. Only 150
eventually reached the “RV” instead of the 650 officers and soldiers who set off from the
UK. Lt Col Terence Otway adjusted his plan and mounted what proved to be a successful
attack.
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We were told of the hugely successful assault under the command of General Richard Gale
on Pegasus Bridge, a strategic position over the Caen canal in the village of Benouville.
352 “disposable” gliders, designed to be used only once, transported men and material into
the area. These enormous aircraft were 20m long with a wingspan of 26m, made of
plywood and covered with canvas. Three wide white stripes were painted under the wings
and on the tail to enable identification. (After the fighting the locals used the plywood for
their fires, wood being in short supply). Johnny told us of the excited welcome given to the
airmen by the owners of the house adjacent to the bridge - Cafe Gondree. George and
Therese Gondree gave them a spade and asked them to dig out their hidden claret and
champagne which they had buried in the garden, so that they could then celebrate with
their liberators!
Their daughter Arlette now manages the Cafe Gondre where we sat outside in the
sunshine for drinks and coffees and where we met a group of Normandy war veterans who
go over regularly with the London Taxis Charity, all in their 90s, in uniforms pinned with
rows of medals, all looking so proud to be there. And we felt very proud to meet them and
shake their hands. In the excellent museum the curator, Mark Worthington, a former RAF
Wing Commander, aided by an illuminated horizontal model (known as a bird table)
described the events of 72 yrs ago.
The Bayeux Memorial is inscribed with 1,800 names of Commonwealth servicemen and
women who died in the early stages of the campaign and have no known grave. On the
opposite side of the road is the Bayeux Cemetery, the largest WW2 cemetery of
Commonwealth soldiers in Normandy, containing 4,648 war graves including 338 which
are unidentified, and over 500 of other nationalities, the majority German. It was here that
Johnny led our last of three Acts of Remembrance with the laying of a wreath, readings and
citations. At the start of the tour we were all given two small wooden crosses to lay where
we chose and as an act of Remembrance. The CWGC maintains graves and memorials at
some 23,000 sites in 150 countries worldwide - rows upon rows of identical headstones in
beautiful and immaculately kept grounds.
On Gold beach Johnny showed his WW1/WW2 Lee Enfield rifle before taking us on to the
beach where he drew an outline in the sand of a landing craft. We all stepped “aboard”,
stood in 3 ranks and were each issued with a number. As we proceeded to walk up the
beach towards him, more than ½ of us stopped as he called out our numbers signifying we
were “dead”. The Platoon Sergeant of 16 Platoon, D Company, 6th battalion Green Howards
was killed immediately on landing and his Platoon Commander killed during the beach
assault. The Company Sergeant Major WO2 Stanley Hollis was appointed the Platoon
Commander of 16 Platoon and went on to win the only Victoria Cross awarded on D-Day.
It was very sobering to realise how many thousands lost their lives in the invasion of
Normandy - on disembarking, in the sea, and as they tried to make their way up the
beaches.
At the end of the day we again returned to the comfort of the Ibis Hotel (with its truly
delicious breakfasts!) by the marina in Caen, with many good restaurants and bars close
by. Whilst not as heartbreaking as our tour to the Western Front in 2014, you cannot begin
to quantify the huge sacrifice of all those involved - both in active Service and at home. It is
indeed enormously sobering and not at all a bad thing to be reminded of what was given so
freely and selflessly by so many tens of thousands in order that we can live freely today.

Over 100,000 Allied and German soldiers are buried in Normandy.
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By Greenfly

Thurlestone & South Milton Annual Horticultural Show, advertised below, is always a wonderful
colourful sight and the show committee very much hope that lots of residents of the two parishes will
come along to support it and admire what is on offer - the flowers, vegetables, cooking, crafts and
children’s entries, as well as a plants stall. Teas will also be available, so why not meet up with your
friends and enjoy the afternoon?
The first show was held on Saturday 4 August 1979 and has carried on every year since then,
the venue alternating between Thurlestone and South Milton, always on the first Saturday in August.
The objects of the show were declared as “....strengthening the communal bond between the two

parishes and providing a day of happiness and enjoyment where all can, in friendly rivalry, admire
the beautiful produce of our fertile gardens...” and the show, almost 40 years later, continues to
uphold the aims and objects of its formation.
We try to introduce fresh blood and new ideas to the committee, when we can, and are
always keen to recruit new members! So if you think you would like to become involved in helping to
run things, please contact Show Secretary Caroline Alderton on 01548 - 562250.

Thurlestone & South Milton

ANNUAL
HORTICULTURAL
SHOW
Saturday 6 August
at 2.30 pm
Thurlestone Parish Hall

Presentation of awards at 4.15 pm
Another dazzling array of beautiful produce, flowers, plants, & vegetables
from the gardens of South Milton and Thurlestone
together with cookery and craft entries.
Schedules in local shops and on the parish website
Closing date for entries Tuesday 2nd August before 6.00 pm
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Thurlestone Parish
Website
Our website has been live for 7 months now and
hopefully everybody reading this will have visited the site at least once! It is certainly
growing in popularity - from January to June we had an average of 455 visitors per month,
but in the last month this has risen to 640 visitors, and of these, some 57% were visiting
the website for the first time.
Since our last report there have been a number of changes and additions to the site.
Perhaps most importantly we have improved the way we cover events in and around the
parish. There are now 3 events pages – a Main Events page which advertises the most
important events over the next 3 months, a Diary Dates page which is similar to the page
of the same name at the back of this magazine, and another page which has a Calendar
display of all the events booked at the Parish Hall.
We have also revamped the Home page so that all 3 events pages are easily accessible via
a large rotating graphic – if you haven’t seen it yet now is a good time to go and have a
look! Also on the Home page is a Notice Board where we can put short announcements,
and at the bottom of the page we can help our local businesses with a limited number of
advertisements.
The improvements to the events pages will only be worthwhile if we have the very latest
information to put on them and we are pleased to announce that Alan and Alison Daily have
agreed to collect all the event information and add it to the website. If you have any event
posters or diary dates which you would like added to the website please let them know by
email at aldaily@waitrose.com or by phone on 561472.
The Gallery has a lot of new photos (and a couple of videos), including many from the
Queen’s 90th Birthday parties in the 3 villages and the Rock ‘n Rolling Racketts dance
event. Once we get a few more contributions we will have enough to split the photos into
categories eg wildlife around the parish, photos from events, and views in and around the
parish. There is no limit to the number of photos we can display so please send us some
of your best shots! These should go to Paul Martin at the e-mail address below.
As well as the continual addition of minutes and other documents from the Parish Council
and Neighbourhood Plan meetings, we now have the minutes from the Parish Hall
Committee meetings dating back to 2009.
Finally, as this is a milestone 200th edition of Village Voice, it is worth reminding everybody
that you can read all of the previous editions of the magazine, going right back to the very
first edition in July 1982, by clicking on the “Village Voice” tab at the top of the Home page
of the website.
We hope that you are finding the website both interesting and informative, but it can only
thrive with regular updates and new content – and for that we need your help! Remember,
first and foremost this is a community website, so please let us know of anything you think
would improve the site or send us some new material so that we can keep it growing.
Mike Bone – Tel: 288436, Email: mikebone18@hotmail.com
Paul Martin – Tel: 560070, Email: pmover60@gmail.com
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BOOKING SECRETARY REQUIRED
The Parish Hall is a charity run by a committee of local residents.
We are currently looking for a Bookings Secretary to join our
friendly team. This is a voluntary position and would suit either
an existing resident or someone new to the area who would like
to support the local community. The hall is advertised for hire in
our local magazine, the parish website and a general parish halls
website. Booking enquiries come from locals and further afield
via telephone or email. This is a part time activity and can easily
be managed around your existing activities.
All you need to have is:
# A basic knowledge of computers (sending and receiving emails with attachments)
# An answer-phone to take messages when you are not at home
Also:
# Knowledge of “Google Calendar” would be helpful but not essential as a short training
session will be given
Duties are:
! Taking bookings by telephone or email
! Supplying booking forms and Terms & Conditions
! Entering bookings and contact details into a diary
! Entering bookings on the Parish website using Google Calendar
! Informing the Treasurer of contact details for invoicing and any specially agreed rates
! Keeping the caretaker informed of any changes
! Passing any bookings with special requirements over to Diane Martin
It will also be necessary to attend a short Committee meeting once a month but THERE IS
NO REQUIREMENT TO GO TO THE HALL TO DEAL WITH BOOKINGS OR BE A KEYHOLDER.
For further information please contact Diane Martin on 01548 560070

National Trust South Hams Centre
Programme for August and September 2016
Tuesday
16 Aug

Coach trip to Topsham and Jurassic Coast cruise from Exmouth. Time for a
stroll and lunch in Topsham before driving to Exmouth for a boat trip,
cruising past this amazing World Heritage Site.

Friday
9 Sept

A walk from Ringmore. Meet in the NT car par at Ringmore (GR649456) for
a circular coast and country walk of about 4 miles. Return in time for a pub
lunch in the village.

Friday
23 Sept

Coach trip to Tavistock and Princetown, Dartmoor. Browse round Tavistock
Pannier Market and have lunch before driving to Princetown and home of
Dartmoor Prison. Time to visit the Prison and have tea in one of the nearby
cafes.

For more information about these events, or about joining the National Trust South Hams
Centre (just £5 a year), please contact Midge Elliot on 01548 562017 (Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm).
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Grey Matter

A BOTTLE OF WINE to the first all correct entry (or the closest to correct!) drawn on
1st September 2016
2016. Please submit entries to: 5 Mead Lane, Thurlestone, TQ7 3PB
or email: cgwonthenet@themead.co.uk
cgwonthenet@themead.co.uk
WHETHER THE WEATHER BE GOOD……………
It’s the time of year when thoughts and conversations inevitably turn to the
weather. See if you can identify the songs that feature weather in the title.
e.g. BMS (Morecambe and Wise) Bring Me Sunshine
Good luck!
1. YATSOML (Stevie Wonder ………………………………………..
2. TWBMW (Bette Midler) ………………………………………….
3. LITR (Neil Sedaka) ……………………………………………….
4. LISLISLIS (Dean Martin) …………………………………………
5. GOOMC (Rolling Stones) ……………………………………………
6. ATRHF (Sting) ……………………………………………………
7. RIMH (Buddy Holly) …………………………………………….
8. OTR (Judy Garland) …………………………………………………
9. BIOTR (Milli Vanilli) ………………………………………………..
10. SITR (Gene Kelly) ………………………………………………..
11. DLTSGDOM (ELTON JOHN) ……………………………………..
12. FITR (The Move) ……………………………………………….
13. IRM (The Weather Girls) …………………………………………
14. TF (Pink Floyd) ………………………………………………….
15. HCTS (The Beatles) ………………………………………………..
16. BIOTW (B’Witched) …………………………………………….
17. TCTWM (Harve Presnell) ……………………………………………
18. TSAGSA (Walker Brothers) ………………………………………
19. SB (Isley Brothers) ………………………………………………..
20. BBR (Rolling Stones) ………………………………………………...
21. IMAWRUS (Carol King) …………………………………………
22. SOYL (Cream) …………………………………………………..
23. RKFOMH (BJ Thomas) ……………………………………………..
24. OTSSOTS (Harry Richman) …………………………………………
25. TAF-O (Bruce Springsteen) ……………………………………….
26. WHTDTTR (Joan Baez) …………………………………………….
27. WL (Deff Leppard) ………………………………………………….
28. RDAM (The Carpenters) ……………………………………………
29. NMR (Kylie Minogue) ……………………………………………
30. WOS (Katrina and the Waves) ………………………………………
Solution to previous Grey Matter:
1. The better part of valour is discretion (Henry IV part1 Act 5 Scene 4), 2. We are such stuff as dreams are made on, rounded with a little
sleep. (The Tempest Act4 Scene1), 3. My salad days when I was green in judgement, cold in blood. (Antony and Cleopatra Act1 Scene5)
4. The common curse of mankind-folly and ignorance. (Troilus and Cressida Act2 Scene3), 5.The smallest worm will turn being trodden on.
(HenryIV PartIII Act2 Scene2), 6. What’s in a name? That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet. (Romeo and Juliet
Act2 Scene2), 7. Neither a borrower nor a lender be for loan oft loses both itself and friend and borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry.
Hamlet Act1 Scene3), 8. Why then the world’s mine oyster.(The Merry Wives of Windsor Act2 Scene2), 9. Be not afraid of greatness:
some are born great, some achieve greatness and some have greatness thrust upon them.(Twelfth Night Act3 Scene1), 10. The course of true
love never did run smooth.(A Midsummer Nights Dream Act1 Scene1), 11. All the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this little
hand.(Macbeth Act5 Scene1), 12. I am a man more sinned against than sinning. (King Lear Act3 Scene2), 13. This was the noblest Roman
of them all. (Julius Caesar Act5 Scene5), 14. A horse! A horse! My kingdom for a horse! (Richard III Act5 Scene4), 15. But love is blind
and lovers cannot see. (The Merchant of Venice Act2 Scene6)

Congratulations and the bottle of wine to Vivienne Day
VILLAGE VOICE
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Thurlestone
Golf Club
CAPTAIN’S
NEWSLETTER
With the weather taking a turn for the worse
we are almost returning to winter with the
rain and strong winds. We hope summer will
arrive for the school holidays.
Our junior team have been in action in the
West Devon Junior League and are to be
congratulated on winning all their five
matches. In the Devon Basil Steer knockout
competition they are through to the semifinals and play Exminster. They are also in
the semi-finals of the Tamar Cup. Well done
to the team.
The ladies are, as always, very active in the
clubhouse and on the course and these last
weeks have been no different. The Ladies
President’s team have won 3, lost 2, and
drawn 1. The Sheelah Creasy team have
won 4 and lost 2. The Devon League team
have won 2 and lost 2. There are still some
matches to be played before they find out
if they have reached any semi-finals. All the
other news is reported in the ladies and
juniors newsletters.
The results from senior’s matches so far this
year has been encouraging. A number of
matches were played during June & July:
Dartmouth (lost Away), Bigbury (won
Home), Tavistock (cancelled due to weather,
new date to be advised), Yelverton (Half
Away – a very good result against a very
strong team).
In the Veteran’s Cup the winner was George
Lacon with a very creditable score of 44
points with second place going to Ray Hann
on 42 points.
A friendly match, organised by Bill Hutchison
against the seniors from Minchinhampton,
was held at Thurlestone in early June.
Minchinhampton could only send 6 players,
so Bill mixed up our players with theirs,
which made a most enjoyable format. We
look forward to return to Minchinhampton
in 2017.
VILLAGE VOICE

We had high expectations of doing well
again in the 2016 Emerton Court
competition; however, we failed to get past
the first round when we were narrowly
beaten by Dartmouth. Always next year!
Sunday 5th June was the Foundation trophy
with teams of two men and one lady in a
Texas Scramble. It was played in warm,
sunny conditions, and though there was not
a large field everyone had a very enjoyable
time. Martyn Grose presented the
Foundation Trophy to winners Trish Gledhill,
Peter Hartley and Paul Milburn- Fryer.
Unfortunately we didn’t have a full field in
the July Invitation Day but those taking part
enjoyed the occasion. The winners of the
men’s competition were father and son,
Malcolm & Jono Franke, with a handsome
46 Stableford points; each going home with
a pro shop voucher for £38. It was good to
see there were a high number of pairs that
exceeded 40 points.
In the ladies equivalent competition the
winners were Gill Hicks and her guest,
Caroline Hallett, from Bigbury GC with
51 points playing off rainbow tees. Lady
Captain, Yvonne Pike, presented the
winners with very attractive and topical gifts.
We are very pleased to report that we
continue to attract major golfing groups,
including the prestigious UK Senior Golf
Association whose event was played over
two days last week; a considerable coup for
the club.
In addition, the club has recently offered
courtesy of the course to three charities,
namely, Hope Cove Lifeboat, Kingsbridge
Rotary Club and Kingsbridge RFC; the latter
we understand support [and use] the Devon
Air Ambulance Service. A substantial amount
of money has been raised for these worthy
charities.
Just a note for new members wishing to join
roll-ups: Seniors roll-ups take place every
Tuesday and Thursday morning and are
always well supported by seniors young and
not so young. Numbers can fluctuate when

The community magazine of Bantham, Buckland, and Thurlestone

August / September 2016

dates of matches against other clubs clash,
however any member who would like to
have a game on either day can just turn
up, and weather permitting, will get a game.
Ladies roll-ups operate in a similar manner
on Monday and Friday mornings at 10am;
however, on occasions the timings may alter
slightly to accommodate competitions and
events, so it is best to check the BRS before
rolling up on the day.
Our tennis courts and players are now once
again in full swing. In the first tournament
of the grass court season there was a full
house for the ‘Wimblestone’ Doubles, open
to both men’s and ladies pairs. The
competition was played during the second
week of Wimbledon in a rare afternoon of
sunshine. The round robin groups produced
the players for the knock out event.
In the top division the overall winners were
the men’s pairing of Mike Vere and Allan
Duguid who defeated Sally Hayes and Sonja
Harrow, 4 games to 2. In the plate event the
winners were Val Palmer and Sue Curry who
beat Nicky Came and Wendy Gornall by 4
games to 1.
Alastair Proctor
LADY CAPTAIN’S
NEWSLETTER

It has been a busy two months in May and
June but the wet weather and fog have
meant that three Wednesday competitions
have been cancelled.
The ladies President’s team so far have
won 3, lost 2 and drawn 1. They won their
matches against Torquay, Churston and
Yelverton at home , but lost away against
Churston and Staddon.
The Sheelah Creasy team have won 3 and
lost 2. They won home and away against
Tavistock, and won at home against
Yelverton.
The Devon League team have won 2 and
lost 2. They won away against Saunton
but lost at home. They also beat RND at
home by 6-1 matches. You can follow all
the scores on the club website under ladies
team results.
VILLAGE VOICE

Wendy Laud organised a fun weekend of
mixed competitions against Saunton golf
club. Saturday saw our Saunton guests
arrive and we played a Delaney Texas
Scramble, one couple from Thurlestone
with one couple from Saunton. The sun
shone and we all had fun with some
amazing scores, the winners were Keith
Crawford, Sheila George, Peter and Elaine
Bond from Saunton. The next day we had
a mixed Greensome against Saunton which
they won. We plan a return trip next year.
In June it was the ladies foursomes and
qualifying for the Express and Echo finals
at Exeter. Sue Curry and Trish Gledhill were
the winners, with runners up Linda Cant
and Jennifer Roberts. These two pairs have
qualified for the final. We also held a club
foursomes which was also won by Sue and
Trish with runners up Val Lovatt and Diane
Baker.
We held the Foundation trophy with teams
of two men and one woman, in a Texas
Scramble. It was played in warm, sunny
conditions, and though there was not a
large field everyone had a very enjoyable
time. Martin Grose was asked to present the
Foundation Trophy to winners Trish Gledhill,
Peter Hartley and Paul Milburn-Fryer.
We did manage to hold the June medal
competition which Heather Spencer won
with a net 71, from Barbara Smith net 73.
Bernice Sweetman won Division two with
net 74. I held my Lady captain's day on
Wednesday 22nd June, which was a shotgun
start at 9am for 72 ladies in teams of three,
however the fog kept us off the course for
hours and we had to settle for no golf but
a splendid drinks party and lunch, followed
by a past lady captains tea. The competition
will be reconvened on Wednesday 20th July.
On Saturday 25th June a full field of 134
contested the Mixed Open for the Marine
Hotel Cup. Players came from as far afield
as Wales, Kent, Sussex and the Midlands
to play our fabulous course and without
fail enjoyed the experience. Juliet and Mark
Suddaby from Saltford Golf Club won the
cup with a superb 44 points. Laura and Paul
Smeaton, away members at Thurlestone
were third with 42 points.
In June the Mail on Sunday team travelled
to Bude in Cornwall for the fifth round but
unfortunately lost by 4-1 matches. The team
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were led by Heather Spencer and included
Laura Tregelles, Barbara Smith, Liz Sharman
and Jane Mahood . The team have had a
great run of matches and they were the
last team from Devon left in this National
competition, we congratulate them on
playing so well.
I am looking forward to some warmer
weather in July and August as we have
a full program of events, and I will report
on my reconvened lady captain’s day in the
next newsletter. I am sorry to have to say
goodbye to Steve Gledhill and Sarah George
in July but wish them success in their new
jobs. Keith Crawford will be taking over as
General manager and we have advertised
for a financial assistant to replace Sarah.
Yvonne Pike
JUNIORS SECTION
NEWSLETTER

The junior team have been in action in the
West Devon junior league where they beat
Borringdon at home by 5-0 matches. They
also beat Yelverton at home by 3.5 - 1.5
matches, and beat Staddon both home and
away. They now have two away matches in
July against Borringdon and Yelverton before
they find out if they have qualified for the
Championship day at Stover on the 8th
August. At Stover the two top teams of
groups A and B play each other for the
championship cup.
In the Devon Basil Steer knockout
competition they are through to the semifinals and play Exminster at Torquay on 17th
July. They have also reached the quarterfinals of the Tamar Cup and played Truro
at Borringdon on 3rd July, where they won
2-1. Well done to all the team, especially as
captain George Holland and Charlie Evans
had to go down the 19th hole to win their
match.
In the adults’ competitions the juniors have
also featured. George Holland won the
Thurlestone Hotel cup, scoring 82 points
over 36 holes and reducing his handicap
from 8 to 6. Another junior Sammy Ingham
won the Graham cup in June with a nett 67,
reducing his handicap from 22 to 20.
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Also in action were rising stars George
Messias (14) and Noah Mulligan (29) , both
of whom made appearances at the Royal
North Devon Junior Open. With some testing
conditions and the course playing at full
length, George managed a very respectable
33 points. Noah was playing in the younger
category over 9 holes and carded an
incredible 22 points winning his age group
by 6 points! A superb effort around a very
challenging and different course to what he
is used to here at Thurlestone.
Noah started in the Junior Academy when he
was 5 years old and within the last two and
a half years has dedicated a huge amount of
time practicing, playing and coming regularly
to Academy lessons. This year, Noah has
reduced his handicap from 45 to 29 with
his goal of getting a CONGU handicap of 28
before the end of the year - already only 1
shot away. As well as the Junior Club Nights
and Junior Competitions, Noah has been
playing in a few regional and National
Competitions all over the country. Recently,
Noah won the Non-Congu section of the
Falmouth Junior Open with 28 points over
9 holes.
At the end of May the junior team went on a
golf trip to France organised by Steve White.
Eight juniors and five adults caught the
Plymouth to Roscoff ferry and had three
nights in the Ormes resort in Brittany with
golf each day. The overall winner of the golf
was Alfie Messias with 68 points from runner
up Finn Whelan (14) with 67 points. They all
had a fantastic time and are hoping for
another trip next year.
The juniors Friday club nights have been
well supported with 14-16 juniors attending
each week. They go out on the course with
adult helpers and play a six or nine hole
competition. The junior Academy, which
meets every Saturday morning for coaching
lessons, is still very successful and another
group has been added this year.
All three professionals are involved in the
Academy teaching and Steve is also head
coach for the Devon futures program which
takes place at a number of courses across
Devon. If you would like to join our juniors
please ring the Pro shop and speak to the
professionals.
Liz Line

The community magazine of Bantham, Buckland, and Thurlestone

August / September 2016

sudoku

©

(As featured in The Times, Monday to Saturday)
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25% ERROR RATE
Unlike the Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire, there is only ONE correct answer for each
little box in Sudoku. Sadly two of our eight responders fell by the wayside this time, but
correct solutions came from mesdames Grant, Killingsworth, Lonsdale, & McLay, and also
from messrs Irwin and Millward. In the ballot (becoming a frequent event lately) it was
Sheila Killingsworth who proved successful, and her treasure from the cellar will be
despatched from the chateau direckly, as the vernacular has it. Entries for this month’s
four-part challenge to 25 Mead Lane as usual by 5th September 2016, please.
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Kate’s

Kitchen

After the political upheavals of the past few weeks there seem to have been culinary echoes
everywhere. Even Kate’s picture (above) has begun to look like a double for the Prime
Minister. So she has come up with a double bill that may strike some more Brexit chords.

SUMMER FRUITS
Strawberries and raspberries are still going strong and below is the recipe for a very easyto-make iconic English summer dessert.

ETON MESS (6)
Ingredients
225g/8oz raspberries
454g/1lb strawberries
4 meringue shells

1 tablespoon cold water
Half a pint double cream
6 even-sized strawberries for decoration

Method
Put raspberries and water into a pan and toss over a gentle heat until the juices begin to
flow. Cool, then puree in a blender. Quarter the strawberries, place in a glass dish and
pour the puree over. Lightly whip the cream until it forms soft peaks then spread it over
the strawberries. Crush the meringues (not too finely) and scatter over the cream. Top
with the whole strawberries, chill then serve.

HUNGARIAN PEACHES (4)
Make the most of the lovely fruit available at this time of year! Peaches and nectarines are
very reasonably priced on supermarket shelves at present. Of course there is no better way
of enjoying them than just as they are, au naturel, but if you would like a change here is a
recipe for using peaches in a pudding.

Ingredients
4 large ripe peaches
50g/2oz sieved icing sugar
Half a glass red wine

50g/2oz ground almonds
Sponge cake - enough to stuff the peaches
Caster sugar

Method
Set oven at 180EC. Skin the peaches - make a slit in the skin, place them in bowl and pour
boiling water over them and the skins should slip off easily. Halve the peaches, remove the
stone and a little of the flesh of each to make the hollow left by the stone slightly larger.
Crumble the sponge cake into a bowl, mix in the almonds and sugar and the spare peach
flesh. Moisten this with a little of the wine and use to stuff the peach halves. Put the halves
together, one on top of the other, and place in a buttered oven-proof dish. Pour the rest of
the wine over them and dust with caster sugar. Cook until the sugar caramelises and serve
hot.
[Kate was keen to include a Cabinet Pudding, but accepted that was over-egging it a bit ]
VILLAGE VOICE
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TRAMP
As replacement leader for the walk
on Tuesday 10th May I was pleased
to see quite a few Trampers - who
had also taken no notice of the
weather forecast - waiting to join me at Plym
Bridge for the walk to see the Peregrine
Falcons at the National Trust site. As it turned
out, unfortunately, the birds were nesting out
of sight! Nevertheless, we enjoyed the walk
to Bickleigh Bridge and back, and the only rain
we had was at picnic time by the river!
Christine Wilson
After a day of rain, and with another
one forecast for the following day,
16 trampers set out from West
Buckland on Friday 20th May hoping
for a good morning’s walking in dry
weather. We weren’t disappointed, and in fact
this was a walk through Devon countryside at
its best, with everything bursting into life.
We wended our way up through West
Buckland, admiring the wisteria in full bloom
on some of the cottages. At Clanacombe we
turned off the road up a lane bordered with
a riot of pink campion, bluebells and greater
stitchwort. At the top of the lane we emerged
onto a field with a view across the valley to
the farmland beyond, with hay making in full
swing. After crossing several fields, down
the steep hill to Worthy, we climbed the hill
up to Osborne Newton, where the very young
calves were making sure they were close to
their mothers as we went past.
Turning back along the Avon Estuary Walk,
the footpath took us through the woods
carpeted with wild garlic, bluebells, and some
late primroses. We then came out into some
south facing meadows filled with every wild
flower you could think of. As well as the usual
buttercups, daisies and cow parsley, there
were glades of pink and white campion and
lady’s smock, and the sharp-eyed botanist in
our ranks was able to name Queen Anne’s
lace, pink purselane, wild geranium and even
some wild orchids. I wished I had my camera
with me. The walk finished with lunch at the
Sloop with everyone feeling they had had a
VILLAGE VOICE

good work-out and learnt a few wild flower
names on the way. Our computer expert later
informed me that the walk was 5.25 miles
long with 836 feet of climbing – worth every
foot of it!
Liz and Peter Coates
The six walkers who assembled in
Court Park on Thursday 26th May
were blessed with a sunny morning
and a cool breeze. The walk as
billed was just over 10 miles - with the Dart
Valley trail being followed anti-clockwise from
Dittisham downstream to Dartmouth, across
on the foot-ferry to Kingswear, then upstream
on the east bank to Greenway, for a final footferry crossing to Dittisham. However, no-one
much fancied the full 10 miles, so a mass
wimp-out ensued whereby everyone opted for
the first 5 miles, followed by a return on the
river-boat from Dartmouth to Dittisham.
A seventh walker joined us at Dittisham and
we then set off up the steep climb from the
Ham car-park to the Bozomzeal ridge - a
climb of 540 feet in just about a mile, pausing
not only for breath but also for the lovely
views across to Greenway and along splendid
reaches of the Dart. After passing the fire
beacon, we had a more gentle route which
took us through field being harvested for
silage then down through dense woods to
Old Mill Creek.
After crossing the bridge by the Old Mill itself,
we climbed steeply - this time on tarmac - to
arrive in Townstal near St Clements Church,
before plunging through quiet narrow streets
to arrive at the old market in Dartmouth about
20 minutes ahead of schedule. So we paused
for coffee and scones in the market before
leaving to catch the ferry to Dittisham. Of the
two boats scheduled to be running, only one
was in service, so we spent a further forty
leisurely minutes waiting on the boat before
it left and took us upstream to Dittisham.
Here six of us had a pleasant lunch at the
Ferry Boat Inn before rejoining our cars.
David Radford
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Undaunted by the threat of likely
thunderstorms on Thursday 16th
June, 8 intrepid walkers met at
a lay-by near the Parke Estate at
Bovey Tracey. We set off through the woods
along the old railway track which linked
Newton Abbot and Moretonhampstead, with
weak dappled sunlight streaking through
the trees, and then followed the river bank
upstream. The river was quite full and looked
beautiful.
The sky became rather threatening, but no
rain appeared, so we continued along the
river and back through open countryside to
the Parke Estate, where we had a nice lunch
sitting outside at the charming little café.
As soon as we set off for home the threatened
thunder arrived but we were safely inside our
cars having had an enjoyable 3 hours.
Alastair and Gill Durden
None of the nine of us had done this
Wednesday 6 July walk with Tramp
before, so was it a new one to add
to the list? The other remarkable
fact was finding the driest and warmest day
in early July to be walking on Dartmoor.
South Brent, where we started from the
“Station” car park, has a rain-reputation,
but clouds were few and the footing good.
We walked under the railway bridge which
crosses the Avon and alongside the river to
Lydia Bridge with its picturesque falls and the
mill leat and mill house nearby. Quiet roads
lead uphill to Aish and the westward turn
to Gribblesdown. The road becomes track,
and then open moorland with fine views
alternating with lane-walking through low
gorse to Ball Gate. There is a fine gateway
here, but it is not clear what you are entering
or leaving.
After the periphery of Merrifield Plantation
there is a very steep descent over some
potentially slippery rocks. It is labelled as
a “bridleway” but riders are advised to
dismount! The road then leads up to Shipley
Bridge where, to the huge disappointment of
everyone, there was no sign of the usual icecream van in the car-park that day. That was
curious, since there had been ice-creams for
the scouters of the walk on a cold day of
frequent showers.
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The return walk leads mostly through
woodland on a ridge above the left bank of
the Avon, passing the hamlets of Didworthy
and Lutton. We finished along the same
Lydia Bridge to car park riverside. Since Andy
Murray was listed for the Wimbledon quarter
finals in the afternoon, no one was tempted
to stay for lunch in South Brent.
Peter and Wendy Gornall
The forecast for Tuesday 7th June
was not promising, but we woke up
to blue skies. Unfortunately, Maureen
Baker, my fellow leader, was unable
to come. Seven of us and Ben, the dog, set
off for Dittisham. After parking near The Ham
we followed the path to the ferry where a
fellow Tramper, from Kingsbridge, was waiting
for us. We were quickly ferried across the Dart
to Greenway, from where we started up the
hill and then downhill through a farm towards
the Dart. Here we continued along the
foreshore past the 18th century Galmpton
Watermill. Trying to find more information
about the mill I discovered that the house
(which we couldn't see) was up for sale in
2011 for £3,750,000!
In a short time we were at the Galmpton
Creek boatyard where shipbuilding flourished
for over four centuries, providing trawlers
for the Brixham fishing fleet and during WW2
boats were built for the Royal Navy. We then
proceeded along the road to Galmpton village
and crossed the Galmpton Warborough
Common. After crossing the busy main road it
was all downhill to Broadsands where we sat
on the sea wall and enjoyed our picnic. Before
we proceeded ice creams were purchased.
Yes, we thought summer had started!
We then followed the Coast Path to Elberry
Cove past the early 18th century Bath House.
Reading a new information board I discovered
that the Bath House originally had a hot tub
inside!! The walk continues through ancient
woodland and then across the Churston golf
course, on to a main road,then into Bridge
Road over the disused Brixham branch line.
We returned to Galmpton and then through
the Greenway Estate and back to the ferry.
As the tide was out we could walk along the
foreshore back to our cars. Oops, it was a bit
too muddy!
Rachel Wayth
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Eating Out Locally
Continuing our readers’ accounts of their visits to local restaurants, here is
Vivien Stickland’s account of an evening at “dickandwills”, in Salcombe.

dickandwills
In dickandwills kitchen the chef uses locally
sourced fish and meat and prepares them in
ways that include Thai, Asian and North
African culinary traditions. This eclectic
approach to food is seen on the menu for
dinners, or for alfresco lunches alongside that
spectacular expanse of water on Salcombe’s
sea front. Sunny summer days under
sunshades are as attractive as any you will
find in South Hams. You sit by a waterside
garden, from where you see yacht activity
set against a backdrop of green hills. Similar
seaside scenes are found in hotspots around
the world, but unmistakeably here are Devon
hills.
The entrance to dickandwills is on Fore
Street, opposite Quba and the delicatessen.
Potted plants on the pavement, under a
shady canopy, mark its entrance. The navy
blue door opens to a landing from where
flights of stairs go down to the restaurant
floor. It is level with the sea. Halfway down
there’s a rest area furnished with seating in
case the upward climb later is too much
without a break.
dickandwills alfresco lunches have earned
popularity because of the unique day-time
food as well as the location. Interesting
vegetables bring a new dimension to the
term salad. Fish fingers, fritto misto, and
“Famous Fish and Chips” are some of the
menu choices.
Intent on finding a waterside table, I have
often passed through the restaurant, without
paying attention to the indoor dining room,
but since my recent visit for dinner,
dickandwills has my respect for excellent
after-dark eating integrity. The waterside
patio, under spot-lights, is overlooked by
the diners. It’s a dining room that has
sophistication that hasn’t compromised
comfort. We can relax here. Good music is
playing in the background. Furnishings have
clean lines; and framed seascape pictures
harmonise an end-of-day mood in this smart
South Devon town. Salcombe is more than
just somewhere to moor your boat.
The service is unobtrusive, accommodating
and attractive. It is never rushed or noisy.
Behind the scenes the chef and his staff are
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ready for our orders and soon, our starters
arrive: Tempura of King Prawn and Lemon
Sole with a Butternut Squash and peanut
butter puree and a cashew and coriander
pesto, plated up in style – it is a starter to
awaken the palate. You may otherwise
choose wok fried Szechuan Pork Sung,
moules marinieres – Fowey mussels with
wine, garlic, and Devonshire cream served
with ciabatta. Double cream also enriches the
leek, watercress and potato soup; and, with
creatively thought out trimmings, there’s
warm grilled Scottish salmon, or chicken liver
pate. All are well balanced. Cost? £9 -£10.
For the main course try dickandwills “Three
Cheese and Lobster Mac” Thermidore. Or
take a look at their Saag Paneer with spiced
cauliflower purée... or Chargrilled Prime
Local Fillet Steak served with Chimi Churri
Butter, Portabello mushrooms, roasted
peppers, plum tomatoes and house fries! Try
Misto of Monkfish, King Prawn, line caught
sea bass and hake served with a wasabi and
pickled ginger mayonnaise and a mango,
watercress, carrot and red cabbage salad
with sweet lime dressing. Or Mushroom
Burger, roasted portabello mushrooms with
chimi churri butter, served with toasted
brioche, their own classic burger mayo,
house slaw, house fries and peroni battered
onion rings. Mains come at £17 - £27.
Desserts are priced at £6.95 and the choice
includes a sherry trifle that’s true to tradition
with a dickandwills touch; a citrus pot; a
chocolate pot made with Belgian chocolate
and Cointreau, and served with Biscotti;
Lemon curd; and Lime Panna Cotta,
raspberry Coulis and Orange Sorbet. The
menu includes several ice cream desserts
each with an extra tasteful something added
to it. There is also a full wine menu. We
were just three at our table, but this is also
a venue for celebrations. dickandwills will
tailor a dinner party for special occasions:
christening, birthday, wedding anniversary
or a retirement dinner. We retire after a truly
delightful evening and take the stairs back up
to Fore Street.
www.dickandwills.co.uk or at 01548 843408.
Vivien Stickland
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Eating Out Locally
When setting out to review one of his favourite watering holes, resident bon
viveur John King found that a change of plan was necessary. Now read on:

The Rose and Crown, Bovey Tracy
We set off to our eventual destination planning a final check on our favourite pub before
a review. The pub is the Rose and Crown at Bovey and we have watched it slowly and
tastefully convert to a beautiful old thatched pub with rooms and excellent food. It looked
odd as we made the approach and we realised there had been a major fire. Hot ash had
escaped through a gap in the old chimney and entered the roof space under the new
thatch.
There is a good account (on a google search) of the fire brigade's efforts; there is also hope
it might be restored in due course.
So we proceeded to Bovey Castle.

Bovey Castle Hotel, Moretonhampstead
In 1890, William Henry Smith of WH Smith fame bought it. (He later became Viscount
Hambleden). In 1928 death duties meant it was sold at auction to GWR hence the current
naming of the dining areas. The brasserie is now called Smith’s, the posh dining room is
Great Western!
We have been a few times; there is a trout fishing lake where I had lessons but also a golf
course about which my only observation is that there are more rabbits than Thurlestone.

Smith’s has a large terrace with subtle glass panels on top of the parapet which reduces the
wind and a large comfortable inside dining room with capacity for a central fire in winter.
The menu offers a good range of choice. As a starter we have both enjoyed the scotch egg
although it is on the nibbles menu! (This is of course Devon). Ham hock and parsley presse
was excellent, calamari OK. Sandwiches are filling. A cod fillet was cooked to perfection on
the catch of the day menu and thus I suspect the Fish and Chips might be good. There is a
good selection of puds without being too long, with sticky toffee pudding or Salcombe ice
cream providing contrasts. There is good vegetarian selection. The wines are I think very
expensive by the glass and the food is not cheap.
So what else do you get? The loos are on the same level and well appointed. A walk
through the public rooms is great fun with lots of interest. If you think you might have room
for cream tea book in advance! It is a very popular and well booked feature. You can do a
little fly fishing, walk the gardens or even play golf (though the green fee is on the eyewatering side). However, for the effort to get there you do need to add something over and
above a really very pleasant meal.
John King
Our two regular contributors, Vivien Stickland and John King, are surely not our only
readers who occasionally eat out at the many restaurants and pubs in the South Hams.
We would really like to hear from any others who have recently visited local hostelries,
with their candid views on both the food and the service. And so too would many of our
readers. After all, variety is still very much the spice of eating out.
VILLAGE VOICE
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Thurlestone Phonebox……Ring Ring
Out of the blue we were presented with yet another limerick for
our Grand International Bard Competition:
“The search has not gone too well
To locate the “Bard” Pimpernel.
Didn’t think I would win
‘twould go straight in the bin,
Goes to show you never can tell!”
So the elusive Anon winner mystery is solved and the multitudinous detectives and forensic
experts can move on to lesser enigmas. Like the main suspect in the Day of the Jackal our
winner was innocently holidaying in warmer climes and only learned of his sensational
triumph when, on his return, he went to buy his daily paper in the Village Shop. Signed by
Allan O’S of Thurlestone, he claims his name means “story-teller” in gaelic which obviously
gave him an unfair advantage. We hope he has enjoyed his prize of a meal for two donated
by the Village Inn. All the limerick entries have been compiled into a must-have book, also
sponsored by the Village Inn. On sale at the Shop for a mere £3 they represent a bargain
investment and a great Thurlestone Souvenir.
We joined in festivities for our Queen’s 90th and look forward to backing Team GB in the
Olympics. Finally we would like to congratulate Village Voice on this, their 200th edition,
and thank the editors and all concerned for their support of our Phonebox and adding to the
magic that makes the Parish of Thurlestone what it is.
Have a great summer….regardless of the weather!
Kit Marshall

Buckland Phonebox
The Buckland Box has not had any recent events, but our village did have a very enjoyable
party to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday on June 11th, which was the inspiration of Tink
Donald. Rain threatened to spoil the party so a marquee and 2 gazebos were erected, and
then the sun came out! Those who came brought a plate of food (of a very high culinary
standard!) and something to drink, and our grant from the Parish Council enabled us to
buy reusable plastic glasses, paper plates etc, soft drinks and some regal decorations.
Neil Girling gave us 2 kegs of beer which got the party off to a good start. The Queen and
Prince Philip made a brief balcony appearance, which was very kind of them on such a busy
weekend for them. Photos of the party can be seen on the Parish website.
Juliet and Richard Maylem-Jones were married at Thurlestone church on June 18th, and
had a lovely reception at their home in West Buckland. A sweepstake was held to guess the
duration of the speeches and £44 was raised by it. Juliet and Richard have kindly donated
this money to the Buckland Box for which we are very grateful. This will be almost enough
to buy new pads for our defibrillator when the current ones are used, or are beyond their
use by date.
I am glad to say that the defibrillator has not had to be used yet. If you go in to the
Buckland Box on a warm day, you will hear a whirring sound which is the fan in the cabinet,
keeping the device cool. Similarly, on cold days, a heater will come on. It is worth opening
the cabinet when you next pass the Box, so that you are familiar with it in the event of an
emergency. An alarm will sound, but will stop as soon as the door is closed. The alarm is
to deter anyone who might wish to steal the defibrillator, and, more importantly, will alert
others that there is an emergency. If you need to hone your resuscitation skills, please
phone me on 01548 560796 and borrow a DVD on resuscitation and a mannequin.
Anna Martin
VILLAGE VOICE
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WI NEWS
June
‘A light-hearted look at longevity’ was the
subject of our June speaker, Professor Brian
Kirby, a retired Professor of Medicine at
Exeter University and consultant surgeon to
the Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital. He had
spent much of his medical career in trying to
stop people from becoming ill and stated that
“My vendetta is not with death, but with
premature death”. Apparently only 18 in
every 1000 deaths are attributable to old age,
the others dying as a result of disease, with
over 800 in every 1000 dying of preventable
disease.
He considers that we have three options
in life - maintenance of health and vigour,
decrepitude, or early death. Most chronic
disease is potentially preventable and mainly
due to inactivity, poor diet, smoking and
over-consumption of alcohol. The additional
annual costs to the NHS are staggering with
unsuitable diet, overweight and smoking
adding billions to the health budget. He
encouraged us to enjoy aging by keeping
active both mentally and physically and eating
sensibly. He held membership of the WI to
be a wonderful source of friendship and
stimulation, vital ingredients for living to a
happy old age!
Jo Odams chaired the June meeting as
President Lisa White was absent in Brighton,
with seven other of our members, for the
forthcoming national annual general meeting.
Members were encouraged to put their ideas
for future speakers and activities on to the list
which was on the information table, when it
was hoped to arrange more outing and ‘hands
on’ activities for 2017.
July
Anita Reynolds, a professional printmaker
and artist, was our July guest speaker. She
had walked in stages some 630 miles along
the whole of the South West Coast Path
from Minehead to Poole, and came to tell us
about it. Starting in 2012, with a companion,
she had walked a section at a time over
56 separate days, camping along the way
and sometimes staying with nearby friends.
They used public transport - bus, train, ferry where necessary to link up points. Her aim
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was to produce artwork that people would
remember and, as she loved walking, this
combination enabled her, over four years,
to build up a large portfolio of work for
exhibition. She made hundreds of dramatic
sketches, mainly in pencil, pastel and ink, of
the rugged coastline. Her talk was entitled
‘The South West Coast Path through the eyes
of a print-maker’ and we were able to enjoy
her beautiful, very distinctive, work on slides.
She went on to tell us a little of the processes
involved in making printing plates from her
pictures which then allowed her most
attractive sketches to be produced.
Judith Le Grice was in the chair, as President
Lisa White had only just returned from
France. Anthea Batstone was welcomed as
a visitor and it was nice to see Jen Heatley
again during her visit to the area. Word had
come from Margaret Cullum, who was now
living with her son in London. She is well and
sent her love to all members.
35 members had been to the garden lunch
on 23 June, and Sally Martin was thanked
for once again acting as our hostess at her
home, with appreciation also expressed to
the cooks and bottle-washers for their work.
The members who visited the Hampton
Court Flower Show said they had thoroughly
enjoyed it that and it had been less crowded
than Chelsea.
Future Events
# There is no meeting in August but on
Thursday 8 September we will be starting off
our autumn and winter session by a visit from
guest speaker Stella West-Harling, founder of
Ashburton Cookery School, on the subject of
over-abundance of food in Britain today.
# On 26 September a speakers audition day
would be held at Longdown, which was open
to members if they wished to attend.
# The NFWI is seeking members who are
carers for those suffering from dementia and
who would be willing to take part in a
research programme.
# On Thursday 3 November from 12 noon
to 2pm at Thurlestone Parish Hall “Soups &
Puddings” are on offer, courtesy of the DFWI
South Hams Area, at just £7 per person.
Super soup and perfect puds are guaranteed.
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BOOKSHELF
The Kite Runner
by Khaled Hosseini
(Bloomsbury Paperbacks- £8.99)
Many of you may already have read this book,
probably more than once, and no doubt seen
the film. I had done neither and came across
it whilst browsing in the library. It is a
wonderful story - not an easy read but with a
glimmer of hopefulness at the end.
The story takes place over many decades and
is told by Amir, a Sunni Muslim. It begins in
Kabul in 1975, before the Russian invasion.
Amir and his friend Hassan, the son of the
family’s servant, are kite-fighters and both
are desperate to win the local tournament.
An horrific event occurs one afternoon and
shortly afterwards the Russians invade. The
family are forced to flee to America, and
spend many years there.
Amir is haunted by what happened to Hassan,
and realises he has to return to Kabul, now
in the grip of the ferocious and cruel Taliban
regime. What happens next is harrowing,
revealing the power of evil, both personal and
political.
In 2007 Hosseini established a foundation
to help homeless families in Afghanistan primarily women and children. To learn more
he suggests you may like to visit
www.khaledhosseinifoundation.org
Deidre King
The Co-op’s Got Bananas!
by Hunter Davies
Simon & Schuster £11.89 Hardback)
I have a soft spot for Hunter Davies, after
reading his column in ‘Punch’ many years ago.
He says the title of this book refers to the time
when he was playing football with his mates
just after WW2 and someone yells “the Coop’s got bananas”, and everyone surged to the
Co-op.
This is sub-titled ‘A Memoir of Growing Up in
the post-War North. Hunter Davies was born
in 1936, so readers in this age bracket will find
plenty to enjoy and can indulge in reminiscing
- a time when groceries were delivered by a
boy on a bike, when only the few had fitted
carpets, when playing outside all day was
normal, when ‘teenagers’ hadn’t been
invented, when getting that longed-for bike
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was usually paid for on the ‘never-never’ by
delivering newspapers morning and evening,
even remembering when every large town did
actually have a morning and an evening
newspaper.
For most of Hunter’s life his father was
bedridden with MS, of which little was known
in those days. His mother somehow coped
with this and four children, although he gives
the impression that she was rather vague,
could never find her way around Carlisle,
where they had moved to, and never
understood the English education system
having lived mostly in Scotland. She was an
avid reader though, devouring Dickens and
others while stirring the pots on the cooker.
Hunter finally gets to Durham University
and although saying he cannot remember
even applying, one can’t help feeling that his
mother was quietly cleverer than he thought.
We follow him through university and meeting
his future wife who was of course Margaret
Forster, the very popular and successful
author.
Deciding journalism is the one thing he really
enjoys, he joins the ‘Manchester Chronicle’
and later the ‘Sunday Graphic’. This very
enjoyable memoir finishes when he marries
Margaret in 1960.
Carolyn Taylor
The Casual Vacancy
by J K Rowling
(Sphere £8.99)
Don’t be mislead into thinking this is just
another Harry Potter tale of semi-fantasy.
It is much more down to earth! The filling
of a ‘casual vacancy’ on the Parish Council,
hence the title, is the core around which
this insightful and enjoyable book is built.
A small community and its inhabitants’ lives
are closely observed and opened up to
scrutiny in a fascinating and highly readable
way. The author weaves together the many
strands of this story which is a moving, gritty,
sad, at times humorous, account of some
aspects of life in present-day England. Quite
a long (568 pages) read, but a gripping one.
Many of the book’s reviewers were forced to
resort to a favourite cliché - “unputdownable”.
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School Report
News and activities at All Saints Primary School
Staff Leaving
As you will all know by now Mr Medway is moving on to a new future as a PHD student
and we all had a chance to say farewell to him at our Federation Service in July.
Sadly at the end of this term we will also be saying goodbye to Mrs Vicky Carpenter
who has been involved with our School since 1981. Over the past 35 years she has seen
her way through several inspections, 3 Head Teachers, and the expansion from 3 to 5
classrooms. Some of you reading this right now may even have learned your first
reading skills with Mrs Carpenter! She is not only an outstanding teacher but also an
exceptional person whose exploits outside of School hours are an inspiration. It is an
enormous shame to lose someone of such high quality but Class 4 will continue to be in
very good hands with Miss Kingston.
We had a farewell assembly Wednesday 20th July to say goodbye, with part of the
proceedings outside from 3:15pm so that parents could come along to the outside part
if they wished.
Also this year we are saying goodbye to Mrs Charlotte Ramsden and Miss Amy Baker
who are both moving on to new ventures, and we wish them the very best of success.
Combine all that with Mrs Colleen Pope and Mrs Sue Morgan leaving and we have had
a lot of changes to manage looking forward.
Beginning next year with our new Executive Head, Susan Rowe-Jones, and as part of
the Learning Academy Partnership puts our School and Federation as part of a far
larger team than ever before. We will have access to support and expertise for the
children and staff on a much more sophisticated level than we have had before.
I’m very excited about what next year will bring to our School and sad as it is to say
goodbye to so many brilliant people and miss them as we all will, a new chapter awaits!

Robin and the Sherwood Hoodies
In July the School and parents got to see the Y5&6 end-of-year show, Robin and the
Sherwood Hoodies. It was nothing short of spectacular! All of the children acted and
danced their socks off. The 2 performances on Wednesday at KCC were such fun, the
audiences were brilliant and really cheered the cast along. Some tired faces the next
day - but well worth all the effort, it was an absolute smasher! Helena Darbyshire,
Emma Harper and Sally Howells did brilliant work with the props, production and
programmes. But an enormous amount of energy was put in by Carey Ryan-Carter who
did all the choreography, and the driving force behind this absolute dream-team was
Jules McColl. Jules has given so much time and energy to this event that it is scarcely
believable. She has directed, painted, ironed, sung, danced, labelled and been behind
every detail of this most incredible and complex show. Thanks so much Jules, it was magic!

Start of Term
The last day of term was Wednesday 20th July and we are all back on Monday 5th September.

Jan Bosence
VILLAGE VOICE

The community magazine of Bantham, Buckland, and Thurlestone

August / September 2016

Weather Wag

by Jan Turner

Over these last few days, early July, the daily weather has been what my Dad called “dog
days”. This expression has a historical background which goes back a very long time. I’ve
decided to write about this because I am fed up with the so called “summer” that we have
been subjected to this year. We seem to have had nothing that resembles summer for more
than 12 hours at a time since the beginning of June and the end of May. Today there has
been a stiff NW wind with a sea that looks like it is winter; rough, grey and very sea-weedy.
Well, I’ve had my moan, now back to “Dog days”. In The Wrong Kind of Snow, Woodward
and Penn, July 6th they note that the dog-days of summer begin on this day according to
the Book of Common Prayer. It heralds a time when your shirt sticks to your back, your
knees are weak and lassitude envelops you. This describes exactly the sort of weather we
have had just recently. It has been quiet, breathless and sticky, the “wearying backside of
summer”, it is much more common on the continent but quite common here too nowadays.
It was on such a dog day as this, on Merseyside in 1957, that two pent-up teenage rock ‘n’
roll fanatics met for the first time at a church Fete and exchanged guitar riffs. Paul
McCartney was watching the Quarry Men Skiffle Group led by John Lennon, when a thunder
storm broke. I wonder if, as they sheltered from the storm, it was the seed that was to
grow their association in the future which is, you might say, now ‘history’. Dog days can
cause people to act strangely - e.g. in 1911 when a dog-day caused a man to strip off as
he walked to the local pub, and also in 2006, when keepers at Colchester Zoo in Essex fed
their lions with blood ice lollies to keep them cool.
More research into DD turned up some historical anecdotes in the form of ancient poems.
Here is one that relates to the star Sirius the dog Star, from Homer (c 8th century) The Iliad.
Sirius rises late in the dark, liquid sky
On summer nights, star of stars
Orion’s Dog they call it, brightest
Of all, but an evil portent, bringing heat
And fevers to suffering humanity.
The dates of such conditions vary. The Book of Common Prayer of 1559 gives them
beginning on 6th July and ending on 16th August, although the latter is regarded as a
possible error. An Anglo-Saxon edict gives 14th July to 5th September. The Old Farming
Almanac gives it coinciding with the ancient heliacal (at sunrise) rising of the Dog Star or
Sirius taking place between 3rd July and 11th August. Whichever is your favourite the result
is the same: quiet, hot, humid, steamy and airless conditions. Animals lie quietly in the
shade until the sun goes down, those who like water/mud spend more time in their wallows
and some in these days have sun screen applied to sensitive ears!
Wimbledon often experiences this sort of weather. How the tennis players cope is quite
impressive. Play only stops for rain or very bad light and then not on the Centre Court
where there is a roof and lights, never for stiflingly hot and humid times.
Returning to the hot and humid days of July. July 13th - this day, on average, is the
hottest day of the year (not this year!) in Central England, (even in CE!). It is also the day
when in 1936 George III arrived at sunny Weymouth for his first visit. “A machine follows
the Royal one into the sea filled with fiddlers who play God Save the King as His Majesty
takes the plunge." This was reported by one Fanny Burney, a novelist who was with the
party as Second Keeper of the Robes to Queen Charlotte. Following this event other resorts
– Brighton, and later Bogner, being on the south and sunniest coast in the country, became
the must destinations for ‘recuperation from illness.’ It’s a relationship that lasts, if myth is
to be believed, until 1936, when the dying King George V, in response to suggestions that
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he will soon be well enough to revisit Bognar Regis (the ‘Regis’ appended following His
Majesty’s visit in 1927), utters his final words: ‘Bugger Bognar.’
Following this event and certainly earlier; from the 18th century onwards, for certain
conditions doctors prescribed beneficial climates. Resort towns quickly cottoned on to
lucrative possibilities, published climatic guides highlighting their unique benefits. Hastings
for example, goes as far as to distinguish five separate climates simultaneously extant in
different parts of the town. Then by the 19th Century, treatments were to extend to sunlight
therapy and dry, frosty mountain air, leading to the age of the sanatorium. (I wrote a little
about a related topic last time).
In contrast, 1961 saw Arnold Palmer win the British Open at Royal Birkdale, Lancashire, in
a gale and driving rain. Whereas, after weeks of grey gloom, the sun emerged for Live Aid
from Wembley Stadium, watched by 1.5 billion people. Organiser Bob Geldof said “In this
most dismal of English summers the sky was, for once, blue and there was not a cloud in
sight”. Do you remember this event and the amazing effect it had on people the world over?
August 13th. Earlier in this article, I highlighted July 13th and the following passage explains
why. One month on, when I lived at New Buildings in South Milton. I had a black and white
TV and sadly was glued to the reports of the unfolding sailing disaster in the Western
Approaches. It was 1979 and the event; the Fastnet Race. 303 ocean-going yachts had set
sail from Cowes on August 11th heading for the Fastnet Rock, (known as ‘Ireland’s teardrop’)
going around it and returning to Plymouth and so completing (every other year, odd
numbers only) the Challenge at the end of Cowes Week in the Isle of Wight. Sadly, this race
will go down in history as “FASTNET” the most notorious word in offshore racing.
After a slow start with very light winds all 303 boats are out in the unsheltered Western
Approaches. On the other side of the Atlantic Low “Y” was brooding. In next to no time
the barometer plunged to the second lowest reading around the British Isles for 150 years.
The winds were ferocious and at their worst where two areas of waves met coming from
different directions. The wind reached Force 11 and the storm of the century struck with
mountainous seas, as the race sank into chaos and tragedy. Those sailing outside the eye
had to listen to Mayday calls for an age as rescue was impossible in those conditions. By
6.30am on the 14th the wind dropped to Force 9 and the rescue mission began. It proved
to be at the time, the largest ever peacetime air-sea rescue, involving the Royal Navy, a
Dutch destroyer, four RAF Nimrods, eight helicopters and seven lifeboats, plus assorted
tugs, trawlers and tankers.
Nick Ward, left for dead on the yacht Grimalkin, recalls ‘It was like standing at the bottom
of the White Cliffs of Dover and looking up to the top- that was the height of the waves’.
At one point a 3000 ton Dutch destroyer was hit by a wave as it turned towards a life-raft
and lay so far over on its side that its mast touches the water. The life-raft disappeared
and a man went overboard. When the ship rights itself, by chance the life-raft is scooped on
board. And the lost man? Well, cries were heard from above, and there he was, tangled up
in the radar antennae. Finally, of the original 303 boats that set off, 85 finished, 135 sailors
are rescued and 19 died at sea. Many changes and new rules were introduced to make
future races safer in the event of a super storm.
I certainly hope that there is not a repeat performance this August (there won’t be as the
year is not an odd number!) Perhaps the lifeguards on our beaches will have a quiet time
with the weather at the time of writing, use of the sea is not inviting to most, but there is
always someone who pushes their luck. However, I reckon that families holidaying in this
country seeking sunshine and sand will save on sunscreen cream this year. I hope that I will
be mistaken, but still we need a little grey, rainy weather, and no wind - to prepare for the
Annual Horticultural Show next month. So good growing!
Jan Turner
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DIARY DATES
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Your Cut Out and Keep

August
NB in August there is neither a Parish Council nor a WI meeting
Wednesday 3 TRAMP, Lustleigh Cleave (long)
Saturday
6 Horticultural Show, Parish Hall, 2.30 pm
Thursday
11 TRAMP, Poundsgate (short)
Wednesday 17 TRAMP, Mothecombe, inland & coast (long)
Saturday
20 Beach Clean, West Charleton, 1.00pm Marsh Lane
Friday
26 TRAMP, Ivybridge & Hanger Down (short)
Friday
26 Barbecue on the Green, 6.00pm
Saturday
27 Bantham Bash, Stidston’s Field, 7.00pm - 12.30am
Sunday
28 Songs of Praise, Buckland, 4.30pm
Wednesday 31 TRAMP, tba (long)
September
Monday
5 All Saints School term begins
Monday
5 Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Yeo Room
Thursday
8 WI, Parish Hall, 2.30 pm (Over-abundance of food in Britain)
Friday
9 TRAMP, Haytor Houndtor (short)
Wednesday 14 TRAMP, 3 Reservoirs, Bovey Tracey (long)
Saturday
17 Beach Clean, Soar Mill Cove Hotel car park, 12 noon.
Saturday
17 Autumn Fair, 2.30 pm, Parish Hall
Tuesday
20 TRAMP, Shaugh Bridge/River Plym (short)
Wednesday 28 KEDFAS, K’b Methodist Church, 7.30pm (Fine Art of Forgery)
Thursday
29 KEDFAS, K’b Methodist Church, 10.30am (David Phillips)
Friday
30 TRAMP, Down Thomas & Wembury (long)
October
Sunday
2 Harvest Thanksgiving & Lunch,
Monday
3 Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Yeo Room
Tuesday
4 TRAMP, Dartmoor/Grimspound (long)|

Advertising Rates for Village Voice - 12 months (six issues)
Whole Page - £75.00
Half Page - £55 .00
Quarter Page - £35.00
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Judith Reynolds, Pilgrim Cottage, Post Office Lane, Thurlestone,
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DIRECTORY

PARISH COUNCIL (Meetings take place on Mondays. See dates on Diary page overleaf)
Chairman
Andrew Rhymes
560564
Vice-chairman
Charles Mitchelmore 560602
Parish Clerk
Philip Millard
560843
PARISH DEFIBRILLATORS
Members
Tony Goddard
562282
Nigel Hurrell
560691
1. Thurlestone Hotel (Garage)
Kit Marshall
560214
2. Sloop Inn, Bantham (lobby)
Jill Munn
560732
Bronwen Zaffiro
560020
3. Golf Club (entrance foyer)
District Councillor
Judy Pearce
561370
4. Buckland Phone Box
County Councillor
Rufus Gilbert
856659

PARISH WEBSITE (www.thurlestoneparish.co.uk)

Tree Warden

MILK DELIVERY

Charles Mitchelmore

PARISH HALL

560602

Chairman
Bookings
Pay-phone in foyer

Neill Irwin
Diane Martin

561661
560070
562189

Chris White

560505

PARISH OF THURLESTONE SOCIETY (P.O.T.S.)

Chairman

ALL SAINTS CHURCH
Rector
CHURCHWARDENS
Graham Worrall
CHURCH MEETING ROOM ACTIVITIES
COFFEE TIME (Every Wednesday 10.30 -11.30 am)
FILMS FOR ALL (1st Tuesday Monthly 2.30 pm)
LUNCH CLUB
(Fridays 12.30 pm)
SOUP & A ROLL (2nd Monday Winter 12 noon-1.00 pm)
UNDER 3s
(Thursdays 9.30-11.00 am term-time)

Rev Daniel Hartley
562016
Liz Webb
Office
Contact
Rosemary Chipman
Contact
Liz Webb
Contact
Christine Wright
Contact
Christine Wright
Contact
Lucy Panteney

562727
560090
561246
562013
560090
562169
562169
560508

FRIENDS OF THURLESTONE CHURCH

Contact

Gillian Marshall

560214

ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL

Headmaster

Philip Medway

560494

PEARSON’S PRE-SCHOOL

Manager

Linda Quinn

560816

AUNE CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION

Chairman

Stuart Watts

810373

BANTHAM SAILING CLUB

Secretary

Jo Smith

560347

BANTHAM SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB

Clubhouse
Lisa White

560505

BRIDGE CLUBS 6.30 p.m Wednesdays and Fridays
THURLESTONE GOLF CLUB
TENNIS SECTION

560447
Contact

Clubhouse & all enquiries
Chairman Jane Smyth

560405
561084

KEEP FIT

Contact

Karen Livett

TAI CHI

Contact

Simon Bowden

07738373051

PILATES (Advance booking essential)

Contact

Franny Morris

07590506027

YOGA

Contact

Sarah Scott

07879627939

TRAMP (Thurlestone Ramblers)

Contact

Mike Stickland

560763

HORTICULTURAL SHOW (annual)

Contact

Caroline Alderton

562250

Contacts

W. I.
2.30 pm Parish Hall
Second Thursday monthly (except .August)

BADMINTON

Contact

Wednesday 4.30 to 5.30 pm

TABLE TENNIS

Mike Bone 288436

Paul Martin 560070

Lisa White

Parish Hall

560505

Robin Macdonald

560436

Mondays 7.30 to 9.00 pm Parish Hall (Eqpt provided) Heather 560892 or Paul 560070
Kingsbridge

HEALTH CENTRES

853551

Salcombe

R. Bruckner & Son

842284

01803 - 832801
Dave & Sandra Edmonds

NEWSPAPER DELIVERY

01548 - 853132

Thurlestone Village Shop
Sarah Tyers
561917
Opening Hours
M, T, Th, F,
8.00 am - 5.30 pm
Wednesday,
8.00 am - 1.00 pm
(Bank Holidays open from 8.00 am - 4.00 pm)
Saturday,
8.00 am - 1.00 pm
Sunday,
8.30 am - 1.00 pm
(NB. The 1.00 pm closing times may sometimes be extended during school holidays and at weekends)

VILLAGE SHOP

THURLESTONE POST OFFICE
Open : Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri
9.00 am - 5.30pm
Wed, Sat
9.00 am - 1.00 pm
Postal collections : 4.00pm Monday - Friday; Noon on Saturday; NO collection on Sunday
Contact Kit Marshall
Contact Anna Martin

THURLESTONE PHONE BOX
BUCKLAND PHONE BOX
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
POLICE
Emergency
users

Co-ordinator

560214
560796

Charles Mitchelmore

Dave Gibson (Community Support Officer)
999
General enquiries & Non-emergency calls
01392 - 452935
Confidential information

561917

560602

101

08456 - 568637
Minicom
0800-555-111

RUBBISH COLLECTION
Monday (But Tuesday in Bank Holiday Monday weeks) Grey Wheelies - alternate Mondays from 8th August
White & Blue Sack collections (recyclables) and Brown Wheelies - alternate Mondays from 1st August
RECYCLING CENTRE (Torr Quarry Site, Totnes Road - Telephone 521609)
Opening Hours
Monday to Friday 9.00 am - 4.30 pm
Saturday & Sunday 10.00 am - 4.30 pm

560131
PUBLIC TRANSPORT INFORMATION LINE
For ALL bus, rail, or National Express Coach timetable information call TRAVELINE
0871 200 2233
Open EVERY day (except Christmas Day)
7.00 am to 9.00 pm
DevonBus publications may be obtained by phoning 01392 382800 or by e-mail to devonbus@devon.gov.uk
GARAGE

(Blight Engineering)

Keith Foale

560220

KINGSBRIDGE LIBRARY
852315
(Mobile Library from Ivybridge now calls only monthly - Wednesday 17 August & 14 September)
South Milton (Backshay Close) 14.15 - 15.00 pm Thurlestone (Parish Hall Car Park) 15.10 - 16.10 pm

