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Date: 6th January 2025 Venue & Time: Thurlestone Parish Hall, 19.30 hrs 

Present: 
Cllr Rosa Lewis (in the Chair) 
Cllr Gill Stone  
Cllr Nigel Hadaway 
Cllr David Smyth 
Cllr Eric Palmer  
Cllr Mike Hodges 

In Attendance: 
SHDC Cllr Mark Long 
Helen Leather (Parish Clerk) 
Parishioners/guests: 8 

Apologies: 
DCC Cllr Rufus Gilbert 
 

REPORT IT: 
Potholes:  Members of the public are requested to report all Highways issues through the 

Highways Website, enabling faster assessment of problem areas which can then be added to the 

repair/maintenance schedules.  You can report potholes, overgrown vegetation, defective 

signs/lighting and much more. 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/report-a-pothole/report-

a-pothole-form/ 

 
To report: Abandoned Vehicle, Damaged or Full Dog Bin, Damaged/Full Litter Bin, Damaged/Full 

Recycling Bank, Dead Animal, Dirty Beach, Fly Tipping, Litter/Dog Mess, Planning Breach,  

Stray Dogs, AND MORE…  

https://www.southhams.gov.uk/report-it 

It takes two minutes to report a problem, please help keep our community beautiful. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
363.  OPEN FORUM 
 

A MOP spoke about planning application of 3935/24/HHO – Splinters, Ilbert Road, Thurlestone, 
TQ7 3NY.  She was the owner of the adjoining property and spoke about her objection to the 
application.  Currently the gap between Splinters and her property is very small - this will amount 
to virtually nil if this proposal goes ahead.  Splinters is a topsy-turvey house which has bedrooms 
on the ground floor and their main living areas, namely sitting rooms kitchen etc are all on the 
first floor.  This means they are very high up and look directly down onto her property.  She 
therefore has very little privacy.  The extension to the planned balcony extension already looks 
directly into her sitting room.  She therefore currently has no privacy from inside her own sitting 
room.  Any extension to this balcony would cause her additional stress and anxiety.  Cllr Lewis 
thanked her for attending and her contribution to the planning application. 
 
A MOP talked about the amount of mud on Warren Road making it very difficult to negotiate.  
The Clerk will report the problem. 

 
364.  COUNTY COUNCILLOR & DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS.   

Email Cllr Rufus Gilbert:  rufus.Gilbert@devon.gov.uk 
Email Cllr Samantha Dennis:  samantha.dennis@swdevon.gov.uk   
Email Cllr Mark Long:  cllr.mark.long@southhams.gov.uk 
 
Cllr Gilbert had sent a short report which the clerk read out:  

The Minister has now published the Local Communities white paper and asked for 
Expressions of Interest In Devon becoming single tier authority(s). That would involve the 
dissolution of existing District/Borough Councils. Not Parish Council’s.    Expressions to be in 

https://www.southhams.gov.uk/report-it
mailto:rufus.Gilbert@devon.gov.uk
mailto:samantha.dennis@swdevon.gov.uk
about:blank
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by end of next week and the result(s) being seemingly known by end of January.  Therefore it 
is possible the forthcoming DCC elections being cancelled and new elections in Spring 2026 
for the new Authority(s).  I have tried to be as succinct as possible and will hopefully be in 
apposition to give more detail for your February PC.  The local Gazette printed a good article 
today on the proposals. 

 
SHDC Councillor Mark Long 
Cllr Long reported on the Brewery Quay Appeal that had take place at SHDC.  The original appeal 
had been rejected by the planning appeal – but the owner had put in an appeal to that decision 
using the original argument.  The planning officer has written to the planning inspectorate about 
the matter.   
 
The National Planning Policy Framework revisions were published just before Christmas, the 
primary issue is the new housing figures that have come out, which dramatically increase the 
requirements of housing in the South Hams.   

 
The White Paper on Devolution was also published just before Christmas.  The initial response 
from DCC had been largely supportive.  However Devon District Councils had produced a joint 
statement that read: 

“The Devon districts are fully supportive of genuine devolution of powers from Whitehall to 
local government.   However, following the publication of the Devolution White Paper, and 
subsequent statements by the leader of Devon County Council, we would like to make it 
clear that we do not support the creation of one unitary council for Devon.  
 
Our county, including Torbay, is diverse and made up of nearly 1 million residents across 
urban, coastal, and rural areas. Any reform of local government in Devon should follow a 
period of proper consultation with residents, businesses, elected representatives, and 
stakeholders. Looking at the evidence, we should decide collectively what is best for our 
area. A single unitary council for the county risks diminishing local representation, with 
decision-making that is remote from the communities we serve. 
 
We do not support postponing the county council elections scheduled for May 2025. The 
government has indicated that this will only happen in priority areas who have clear and 
agreed plans. This is not the case in Devon, so we cannot be in the first phase of these 
reforms.  
 
We recognise that the government’s white paper sets a clear direction of travel. As Devon’s 
city, district, and borough council leaders, we want to work collaboratively with others in 
particular with our neighbouring unitary councils to agree how we respond to this. Any 
changes must be carefully considered, transparent, and inclusive, ensuring that residents and 
businesses are fully engaged in shaping the future governance of Devon. 
 
Our objective must be to get this right for our residents and businesses. That cannot be 
achieved if we make rushed decisions that have not been given the serious consideration 
that they deserve." 

 
There was a Full SHDC meeting on 6th January that had a similar discussion and was unanimous in 
it’s approach which is very similar to the joint statement.  SHDC do not support the 
postponement of the county elections in May and don't believe that a unitary authority for Devon 
is correct.  Cllr Long said he believed SHDC has been an exemplary Council over the last few years. 
It has improved and there have been changes, but it was always looked after the residents and 
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the area as best it can, and his concern is that Devon County Council has been failing in what it's 
doing and to have a devolved authority will be worse.  He urged the Parish Council and 
parishioners to write to their MP and to the minister if they had any views on the issues, and Cllr 
Long can provide contact details of where to write to.  There isn't any change in the legislation for 
activities of the Parish council, but it will have an impact on what they do and what services they 
provide. 

 
365.  APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Cllr Rufus Gilbert. 
 

366.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd December 2024 were approved and signed and initialled 
by the Chair. 

 
367.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None were received. 
 

368.  CLERK’S REPORT 

• Website update.  Councillor’s pointed out a few glitches but were overall pleased with the 
new website. 

• Work on the Emergency Plan for the parish was progressing. 
 

369.  COUNCILLOR REPORTS ON AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY AND BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED:   
a) Co-opting of new councillor – Still no interest in the vacancy.  The advert will continue. 
b) Dog fouling in West Buckland and Dog Bin request for Bantham.  Cllr Long will know more 

about this at a meeting next week.  To be discussed fully in February. 
c) Dark Skies leaflet update – completed and about and will be sent out with next Village Voice 

at end of January.     
I. Cllr Hodges also requested a small donation be made to purchase wild flower seeds 

to reseed the bank in front of the church.  All councillors agreed to this, and Cllr Long 
agreed to kindly provide funds from the Sustainability Fund.   

II. A question was raised about compositing.  Cllr Hodges responded that the idea is an 
excellent one for the parish, but not enough volunteers to run the scheme.  

d) VE DAY Celebrations.  Cllr Stone outlined the Parish Hall plans for VE Celebrations on 4th May 
2025 and 8th May 2025.  The Parish Hall has agreed to hire a marquee for 5th May event and 
have booked a swing band.  The event will be open to everyone and will include a tea dance 
and the bar will be open.  The Parish Hall are jointly funding the event along with the Parish 
Council.  Cllr Stone asked for volunteers to help with the event.  An article will go out in the 
Village Voice.  A working group will be set up to co-ordinate the celebrations.  On 8th May 
beacons will be lit at 9.30 pm.  A working party will be put together to organise the beacon 
and they are hoping to provide a fish and chip supper. 

e) Footpaths update - Cllr Smyth.  Finally heard form the Parish Footpaths co-ordinator who 
had sent through a variety of forms to complete for requests for funding for 2025/26.  Cllr 
Smyth still trying to get clarification on how the funding will work if the parish has to pay out 
a lot of money for contractors. 

f) Leaf problem on road in West Buckland.  The road sweeper had been seen on Clanacombe 
Hill but had not cleared all the leaves and it was still dangerous. Cllr Palmer said  he would 
see if he could clean up the leaves with his equipment. 

g) Road Sweeping hotspots, Pot Holes and Yellow Line requirements – Cllr Hadaway updated 
the meeting on the problems that have been dealt with by DCC and those that are still 
outstanding.  He had produced clear and concise maps of where the problems were and will 
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monitor how often and when the problems occur so that a programme of maintenance and 
checks can be provided to DCC. 

 
 
370.  PLANNING & ENFORCEMENT (RESPONSE DATES NOTED) 

Full details of all applications and Parish Council responses can be found by entering 
the reference number on the South Hams District Council planning portal 
https://apps.southhams.gov.uk//planningsearchmvc 

• 3868/24/FUL - Thurlestone Hotel, Thurlestone, TQ7 3NN.  Application for 
replacement balustrade to Cocktail Bar.  23 January 2025.  Thurlestone Parish 
Council support but with comments. 

• 3935/24/HHO – Splinters, Ilbert Road, Thurlestone, TQ7 3NY.  Householder 
application for extension to ground floor with terrace over & alterations to external 
appearance of dwelling.  16 January 2025. No decision - site visit planned. 

• 3725/24/HHO – Albemar, Ilbert Road, Thurlestone, TQ7 3NY.  Householder 
application for proposed rear extension to existing outbuilding.  9 January 2025.  No 
decision - site visit planned. 

• 3270/24/HHO - 10 Parkfield, Thurlestone, TQ7 3NW - Householder application for 
construction of replacement single storey rear & side extension, conversion of loft 
with rear dormers & skylights.  Ratification of Decision – Object. 

• 3566/24/VAR - Kinnasea, 25 Eddystone Road, Thurlestone, TQ7 3NU - Application 
for variation of condition 1 (approved drawings) & 12 (balconies) of planning consent 
1689/22/VAR. Ratification of Decision – Object. 

 
SOUTH HAMS DISTRICT COUNCIL DECISIONS: 
 

• 3270/24/HHO - 10 Parkfield, Thurlestone, TQ7 3NW - Householder application for 
construction of replacement single storey rear & side extension, conversion of loft with rear 
dormers & skylights.  Under Consideration. 

• 3566/24/VAR - Kinnasea, 25 Eddystone Road, Thurlestone, TQ7 3NU - Application for 
variation of condition 1 (approved drawings) & 12 (balconies) of planning consent 
1689/22/VAR.  Under Consideration. 

• 3405/24/TPO - Grey Cot Thurlestone TQ7 3NG - T1: Ash - cyclic repollard back to 5m from 
ground level (to previous pollard points) due to poor growth unions. T2: Sycamore - canopy 
reduction by 2.5m in height and 2m on all sides, due to proximity to buildings. G1: Mixed 
species hedge - height reduction by 3m to tidy and removal of dead elm. Under 
Consideration. 

• 3214/24/CLE - 3 North Upton Barns Bantham TQ7 3AB - Certificate of lawfulness for existing 
ground floor rear extension.  .  Approved. 

• 2294/24/FUL – Wragmoor, Bantham, TQ7 3AJ.  Approved. 
 

371.   FINANCE & GOVERNANCE Receipts & Payments – Month 7  
Accounts to pay –Clerk’s Salary.  Thurlestone Parish Hall - INV2781.   
Governance.  - Approval of Precept spend for 2025/26.   
Financial Review & Setting of the annual precept: 
1. The monthly accounts always show the Council’s spend to date in the financial year.  In 
December/January the Parish Council uses this information to estimate and assess the projected 
outturn spend for the year.  This then gives the Council a likely carry forward figure for the next 
financial year and informs the precept discussions.   

https://apps.southhams.gov.uk/planningsearchmvc
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2. The meeting therefore reviewed the year-to-date financial position and worked through the 
modelling supplied by the Clerk to assure itself of the validity of the projected outturn.   
3. The meeting then considered the commitments, inflationary pressures and the likely 
increase in services needing to be both provided and funded locally.   
4. The base band D on which precept calculations are based has increased from £780.61 in 
2024/25 to £992.57 in 2025/26 
5. The meeting noted that in previous years the Government has not set a limit on how much a 
town or parish can increase its band D council tax before a referendum is triggered.  The 
Government announced on 19th December 2024 that they are not looking to apply a limit for 
2025/26. The Government reserves the right to apply a limit in future years. 
6. The council concluded that they would set a budget requirement which keeps the Band D 
parish council tax rate at a similar level as last year.  Tax Base 2025/26 x Parish Council Tax Rate 
2025/26 = Budget Requirement = £992.57 x £45.27 (a decrease of £0.78 from last year) = a 
budget requirement of £44,934. 
7. A proposal was made to request a precept level of £44,934 as per the above information.  
Proposed by Cllr Lewis, seconded by Cllr Stone, approved unanimously. 

 
372. NEXT MEETINGS 

3rd February 2025, 3rd March 2025, 7th April 2025, 12th May 2025 
 

373.  CLOSE OF MEETING 
The meeting closed at 09.20 pm 

 
Signed as a true record:  …………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
Print Name & Date: …………………………………………………………………………………………… 
  
Agenda Items and Updates; where possible please submit to the Clerk one week prior to the meeting 
to ensure time for inclusion, circulation, and study.  If a Council Member is unable to attend a 
meeting it would be appreciated if they could submit a brief précis of progress on their actions, if 
applicable, (to the Clerk for distribution) together with their apologies. 
 
Distribution List:  Thurlestone Parish Councillors.  For Information to: County Cllr R Gilbert, South 
Hams District Council Salcombe & Thurlestone Ward Councillors, Thurlestone Parish Website: 
https://www.thurlestoneparish.co.uk/  
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