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MINUTES OF THE MEETING  

OF THE THURLESTONE PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP  

Held in the Yeo Room of the Parish Hall on 14 September 2016 at 2pm. 

 

Present:  Tony Goddard (Chairman) (AG), Sue Crowther (SC), Peter Hurrell (PH), Gary 

Luddington (GL), Kit Marshall (KM), David Martin (DM), Robin MacDonald (RM), Judy Pearce 

(JP).  

1. Apologies:  Charlie Mitchelmore (CM), Jill Munn (JM), Chris White (CW). 

 

2. Summary of recent events: (TG)  

-  analysis and publication of the results of the Housing Needs Survey 

by SHDC on behalf of the Steering  Group in June/July  

- completion and analysis of the Parish Questionnaire by the DR 

Company in July/August  

- presentation about ‘AONBs and Development,’ a report published by 

the National Trust, followed by an AONB Planning Guidance 

consultation workshop by the South Devon AONB Unit on 11 August 

attended by TG and SC 

-  submission of consultation response on Plymouth and South West 

Joint Local Plan document ‘Thriving Towns and Villages’ in August 

- submission of consultation response on South Devon AONB Planning 

Guidance as an annex to the South Devon AONB Management Plan in 

August 

- results presentation of the Parish Questionnaire by the DR Co to the 

Steering Group on 15  August and to the Parish on 6 September  

 

3. Funding: (DM) The ‘End of Grant’ form had been filed with Groundwork UK 

well ahead of the end of September 2016 deadline.  

 

4. Review of the Project Plan:  (SC) This may have slipped by about a month, 

partly due to the various consultations taking place, notably on the Joint 

Local Plan.  It was difficult to give precise timescales but it was hoped that 

the Parish consultation on the pre-submission draft Neighbourhood Plan 

would be towards the end of this year/early 2017. Once submitted to South 

Hams DC, the timetable would be out of our hands. The next step is to draft 

an overall framework for the Plan covering each topic in outline.  SC offered 
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to prepare this framework as she has experience in planning law and policy.  

Each topic would then be forwarded to the members of the individual 

working groups for their input and comments.  The draft plan would then go 

through the six-week formal Parish consultation before going on to SHDC for 

their six-week consultation and then, final examination by an independent 

examiner.                                                                                                             

 

5. DR Presentation 6 September 2016:  It was felt that the public presentation 

had been good, but there were a lot of figures for the audience to absorb.  

Undoubtedly, the excellent film of the parish that preceded the presentation 

about what the Steering Group had been up to over the last 12 months had 

stolen the show!  So far as the results were concerned, it was agreed to hold 

focus groups on separate topic areas, as volunteered at the presentation, but 

not until some policy drafting in those areas had taken place so that there 

would be something specific to discuss.  It was felt that this would make it 

easier for parish residents to see the direct correlation between the survey 

questions and the policy outcome. SC reminded the Steering Group that the 

questions had been devised and analysed independently of the group by the 

DR Company and that any future meetings and/or focus groups would be 

reassured about the impartial and democratically derived results.  

 

6. Joint Local Plan Village Sustainability Assessment:  A response to the 

informal consultation would be drafted saying that the Steering Group did 

not agree with the application of housing targets to village networks, such as 

our own, and that this was best left to the NP process.  Our parish was 

entirely in the AONB and therefore it was agreed we should only have to 

provide for local need.  

 

7. Report on second home condition:  The present legal position is that a 

principal occupancy condition is considered to be enforceable. However, the 

St Ives NP is facing a challenge by way of Judicial Review from a firm of local 

architects.  This is to be heard in Bristol on October 6th and 7th.  SC is in 

contact with the Chair of the St Ives NP Steering Group and is intending to 

attend the hearing.  

 

8. AONB:  The response to the South Devon AONB Planning Guidance 

consultation had been submitted.  Once redrafted, this Guidance will become 

an annex to the existing South Devon Management Plan and in due course, 

the aim is to have it formally adopted by SHDC as a Supplementary Planning 

Document (SPD). Everyone agreed that the development management policy 

proposals in the draft document were excellent. JP agreed to keep pressure 

on SHDC to find time to adopt the SPD when the time was right. 
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9. Date of the next meeting:  WEDNESDAY 19 OCTOBER AT 2PM IN THE YEO 

ROOM. 

 


