
Minutes of the Thurlestone Parish Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Group held on 

Tuesday 4th December 2018 in the Yeo Room, Thurlestone Parish Hall 

Present: Sue Crowther (Chair) (SC), Graham Gilbert (GG), Jack Rhymes (Chairman of Thurlestone PC), 

Sian Williams (SW), Richard Boughton & Chris White  

In Attendance: Helen Nathanson (Parish Clerk, Minutes), District Councillor Judy Pearce, Parish 

Councillors Marshall, Mitchelmore, Munn, Hurrell and Zaffiro, Jess Wellens (leader of the 

Community Housing Group) and 3 members of the public 

 

1. There were no apologies.  

2. To note the planning applications since the last meeting on 4 September 2018. 

 

These were noted and the Chair talked through the following officer reports: 

 

3040/18/HHO:  1 Avonside, Bantham, TQ7 3AR 

Householder application for single storey rear extension to dwelling.  

  
3203/18/FUL:  Chucka Cheese Farm, Bantham, TQ7 3AD  

Householder application for single-storey rear extension to dwelling. 

 

3120/18/HHO:  Buckland Lodge, West Buckland, TQ7 3AH  

Householder application for proposed alterations and extensions to existing dwelling. 

 

1715/18FUL: The Downs, Thurlestone, TQ7 3NG   

Construction of single-storey detached dwelling with attached garage. 

  
SHDC had granted planning permission for the first two applications, both of which complied with 

the Neighbourhood Plan and were supported by the PC. The last two were awaiting SHDC’s decision. 

 

3. To note the consultation on the South Devon AONB Consultation Draft Management Plan 2019-

2024 submitted by the NPAG on behalf of the PC  (see copy here). 

 

This was noted. SC explained that this was a very difficult consultation on which to respond because 

it was a lengthy document with many typos and jargon that was hard to follow. The PC consultation 

response made the point that numerous policies had been edited down to the extent that they were 

less robust than the original version, which was unhelpful. The AONB Management Plan policies are 

a material planning consideration when determining planning applications, which is why they need 

to be robust.   

  

4. To note the consultation on the Main Modifications to the Plymouth and South West Devon 

Joint Local Plan (JLP) October 2018 submitted by NPAG on behalf of the PC (see copy here).  

 

This was noted. The JLP is nearing adoption and this is the final public consultation. The PC’s 

response had been largely supportive.  Settlement boundaries identified in neighbourhood plans 

(including the Thurlestone NP) were endorsed in the emerging JLP and a consistent approach is 

https://www.thurlestoneparish.co.uk/uploads/4/8/9/6/48967079/aonb_mp_comments_copy.pdf
https://www.thurlestoneparish.co.uk/uploads/4/8/9/6/48967079/comments_on_jlp_main_mods_oct_2018_copy.pdf


encouraged through the use of overarching principles to be incorporated in a Thriving Towns and 

Villages SPD (Supplementary Planning Document). However, SC expressed disappointment with the 

new policy on rural exception sites that had just appeared in the final draft. These are sites in the 

countryside where housing would not normally be acceptable and therefore arguably the single-

most important development policy in the JLP for AONB parishes, such as our own.  The new policy 

allows for up to 40% of open market housing on these sites to help cross-subsidise the development.  

It also states that proposals must be on sites adjoining or very near an existing settlement The PC 

consultation response took issue with both these points and suggested that the amount of open 

market housing and site location should be locally determined, particularly in the case of parishes 

with made or emerging Neighbourhood Plans.  The JLP Consultation Draft also gives greater priority 

to the historic environment and therefore it is important to ensure that the non-designated heritage 

assets identified in our Neighbourhood Plan are properly conserved and maintained 

  

5. To note that the application for the listing of the garage as an Asset of Community Value has 

been submitted by the NPAG on behalf of the PC. 

  

This was noted. A copy of the PC’s application has now been sent by SHDC to the owner of the 

garage for his comments and the decision should come in January. The outcome will depend on 

whether or not the garage is considered to be more than just a commercial garage and the extent to 

which it is has contributed to the social wellbeing of the community. There are believed to be at 

least 4 firms interested in leasing or purchasing the site for employment purposes, if the application 

is successful, and the parish would also like the parking. If sold for housing, it is likely it would be 

open market, but there are strict planning criteria that would have to be met.  

 

6. To discuss the progress of the community-led  housing initiative and the forthcoming Open 

Forum/Workshop on Monday 28 January 2019.  

 

The Chair introduced Jess Wellens (JW), a resident of the Parish, who has been involved in looking at 

the possibility of community led housing. The NPAG met in November to talk to JW and find out 

more about the work that has been done already. JW explained that she has been talking to other 

families who would like to live in the parish but cannot afford open market housing and that she 

subsequently arranged a meeting with interested families. She also attended the PC meeting at 

which the SHDC officer in charge of community housing, Rob Ellis, came to speak. At first the group 

was looking at a Community Land Trust, but this had since been discounted, and a Community 

Housing Working Group will now be set up with about 6 people and led by JW. It will be 

independent of the Parish Council and members can be any residents with an interest, not just those 

who are looking to buy affordable housing. JW will be the main conduit with Rob Ellis and she will 

obtain SHDC design drawings and clarification of any issues as the work progresses.  

The public workshop in January is intended to identify the overall number of households ‘in housing 

need’ in order to update/supplement the SHDC Housing Needs Survey of 2016 (commissioned by the 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group) and comply with the Neighbourhood Plan and JLP. It will also 

be an opportunity for local residents to comment on the scale, type and tenure of the proposed 

project. It was decided to run the event as a workshop to allow everyone to take part and JW will 

find 6-8 people to head up the tables. These people will familiarise themselves with the 

questionnaires, prompt discussion among attendees on their tables and help them complete the 

questionnaires. Discussion was had about the agenda and it was decided that there needed to be an 

introduction for the whole community rather than just those people who wanted to apply for 

housing. It would not be a formal presentation since much preparatory work had already been done 



by the Housing Working Group in the course of preparing the Neighbourhood Plan - which supports 

affordable housing, including community-led housing, provided certain criteria are met. Images of 

similar community-led projects in South Devon will be displayed on individual laptops provided at 

each table. GG agreed to look at the running order and send suggestions round to the group. Posters 

have been produced and will be distributed in the most visible areas around the Parish to inform as 

many people as possible about the meeting. 

Two questionnaires have been prepared for the meeting. The SHDC officer in charge of affordable 

rented housing has looked over the questionnaire and is happy with it. It was decided that it still 

needed some alterations so SW agreed to help make the questions more open. 

An article will be written for Village Voice asking any other interested families to contact JW if they 

would like to apply for the housing and she will put together a spreadsheet of those wishing either 

to buy or rent. The point was made that, in order to be eligible, people must be on the Help to Buy 

register or the Devon Home choice register: it is not the responsibility of the PC to assess personal 

financial circumstances. JW has explained this to her contacts and asked them to register if they are 

interested. The Village Voice article would also ask anyone prepared to offer land to SHDC at £10k 

per plot for the project to contact the Parish Clerk. 

Refreshments will be provided at the meeting.   

 

7. AOB  

The group discussed a budget for 2019/20 and agreed to ask the PC to include £500 to cover general 

expenses around meetings, printing and the administration needed for this project.  

 

8. The date of the next meeting: Tuesday 12th March 2019 at 7.30pm.  


