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Date: 7th October 2024 Venue & Time: Thurlestone Parish Hall, 19.30 hrs 

Present: 
Cllr Rosa Lewis (in the Chair) 
Cllr Gill Stone  
Cllr Nigel Hadaway 
Cllr David Smyth 
Cllr Eric Palmer  
Cllr Mike Hodges 

In Attendance: 
SHDC Cllr Mark Long 
Cllr Sam Dennis 
Helen Leather (Parish Clerk) 
Parishioners/guests: 16 

Apologies: 
DCC Cllr Rufus Gilbert 
 

REPORT IT: 
Potholes:  Members of the public are requested to report all Highways issues through the 

Highways Website, enabling faster assessment of problem areas which can then be added to the 

repair/maintenance schedules.  You can report potholes, overgrown vegetation, defective 

signs/lighting and much more. 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/report-a-pothole/report-

a-pothole-form/ 

 
To report: Abandoned Vehicle, Damaged or Full Dog Bin, Damaged/Full Litter Bin, Damaged/Full 

Recycling Bank, Dead Animal, Dirty Beach, Fly Tipping, Litter/Dog Mess, Planning Breach, Stray 

Dogs, AND MORE…  

https://www.southhams.gov.uk/report-it 

It takes two minutes to report a problem, please help keep our community beautiful. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
329.  OPEN FORUM 
 
Cllr Lewis welcomed everyone, reminded all present that during the open forum the Council is only 
allowed to take decisions on topics publicised on the agenda and on questions submitted in advance.  
She then asked if any members of the public wanted to speak. 
 
MOP spoke regarding the Coronation Boathouse.  He said he was lucky to be able to sail in Bantham 
and Salcombe as well, and how Salcombe has developed a marine economy and the units there have 
been developed to create jobs for the marine environment.  He also commented on the success of 
Bantham Sailing Club and youth sailing.   He stated that the boathouse is a feature and a focus of 
Bantham and should be a community asset - it was only a few years ago that boats were being built 
there and if that asset disappears it can never be replaced.   
 
EH introduced herself as the architect of the Boathouse and gave a brief overview on the changes in 
the current planning application to the previous one which was refused last year.  She also stated 
that the ground floor of the boathouse is not part of the application.    
 
During open forum,  the issue of councillor representation of other organisation's views at SHDC was 
raised. Cllr Lewis responded that this was not the case even if external bodies might believe it to be 
the case.  Councillors only represent the majority views of the Parish council members in any 
attendance at South Hams District Council meetings. 
 
MOP spoke about the Coronation Boathouse and gave a brief timeline of the building and the 
planning applications from 2015 onwards.  He felt the current application was impossible to have a 
working boat store downstairs with a rented flat above.   The building will not retain any of its 
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original use or character and goes against the listed building status.  Why was the slipway shut to the 
general public on the grounds of health and safety? If the cliffs were so unstable and dangerous why 
was it not shut down by the authorities? Throughout the closure period, the slipway was used by 
estate workers and selected boat users. It seems a huge coincidence that following the restaurant 
application refusal that the slipway was shut to the general public. Also, why is there a sign at the top 
of the slipway saying the slipway can only be used by licenced individuals? The Coronation Boat 
House was built for the community and seen as that a community asset.  
 
An MOP stated he had contacted Cllr Gilbert about the broadband to the village, and Cllr Gilbert had 
replied to say that Airband no longer had any involvement whatsoever in broadband with the 
Thurlestone Area and that Parish Councils would shortly be sent details on what our options might 
be.  He asked the clerk to circulate the correspondence once received. 
 
330 COUNTY COUNCILLOR & DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS.   

Email Cllr Rufus Gilbert:  rufus.Gilbert@devon.gov.uk 
Email Cllr Samantha Dennis:  samantha.dennis@swdevon.gov.uk   
Email Cllr Mark Long:  cllr.mark.long@southhams.gov.uk 

 
Cllr Gilbert had sent in a short report.   Devolution, the Secretary of State has now signed off on this 
and it will become come into being April 2025. It is named the CCA, which is a Combined County 
Authority. Rufus will keep us informed as to the progress.  This will not affect in any way Parish or 
Town Councils.  
 
Cllr Sam Dennis 
Next week we have an 0verview and scrutiny meeting with SW Water. If anyone wants to ask 
anything specific in that meeting, then then let Cllr Dennis know. She is hoping to get a timeline from 
SWW of when they are going to find the source of the ingress into the Ley. 
 
Second homes and self catering accommodation. The Revenues Team is starting work on preparing 
for the 100% Council Tax charge on second homes which will be introduced in April.   Letters have 
been sent to all properties where records indicate that the property is a second home.  They will be 
asking people to complete a form, and if no response, then they'll be following that on a case by case 
basis. On top of that, the Valuation Office Agency has written to customers. They were all asked for 
information about their self-catering properties, to prove that they were being let out for X number 
of weeks in the year, they had until the 27th of September to reply and any that failed to respond will 
now be moved from business rates to Council Tax and that will be backdated to 1st of April 2023.  
 
Cllr Mark Long explained about Council tax and business rates.  Whether a property is business rated 
or subject to Council tax, it's not a choice of the Council or the tax payer. It's based on the factual use 
of the property and this is decided by the Valuation Office Agency. For a property to be business 
rated rather than Council Tax it has to be available to let for 140 days or more and be actually let as a 
short term holiday accommodation for at least 70 days in the previous 12 months and the availability 
of lettings must be on a commercial basis. 
 
Cllr Dennis had raised the issue of road sweeping at the last Executive Council meeting, but there 
was very little information on it. She has a meeting booked in with Sarah Moody who is in charge of 
this are to go into more detail about and hopefully will have more information at the next meeting. 
 
There is an Executive Council meeting on Thursday which will focus on budget spending and 
pressures.   
 

mailto:rufus.Gilbert@devon.gov.uk
mailto:samantha.dennis@swdevon.gov.uk
about:blank
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Cllr Mark Long 
Cllr Long reported on SHDC Community Services team - grounds, maintenance, locality services,  
property services and parking – who are carrying out reviews to improve some of the services.  For 
example grounds maintenance are looking to align the service more closely with street cleaning. 
 
Property services maintain all the assets, public toilets, conveniences, etc.  There's a lot of skilled 
roles in the team, and a lot of pressure in trying to retain and attract staff such as plumbers, 
electricians, general maintenance, stone workers.  The Council is developing an apprenticeship 
scheme to bring in young people and develop a resilience in the staff.   Working with the colleges 
they have recruited 3 apprentices who started in August.  Public Toilets repair and management are 
within the Community Services team. And toilet cleaning staff are currently part of Waste Services - 
two separate areas, the cleaning teams will move into Property Services from September.  The 
review is also looking at planned property maintenance and the ability for the service to undertake 
work for third parties such as Parish and Town councils  The Localities teams provide a 7 day a week 
cover - their key tasks are play park inspections littler picking, dog patrols, toilet and street cleaning 
inspections, fly tipping investigations and removal, the management of markets, environmental 
nuisance, planning enforcement, customer visits to help vulnerable residents, etc.   There's a lot of 
statutory elements but SHDC are reviewing what and how the teams work - they have now got area 
based groups, so are more efficient and allow them to get used to know an area. 
 
The Localities team is also responsible for the enforcement of street scene environmental offences, 
which is fly tipping, littering, fly posting graffiti and dog fowling.  There are some new policies and 
procedures that allow the Council to comply with the environmental reporting from the government. 
But all the Localities Officer will be trained, authorised to collect evidence and recommend fixed 
penalty notice for any particular offence and body cameras will be worn to enforce this and used  as 
evidence as well.   
 
The street sweeping function is in the process of being transferred from the Waste and Recycling 
service into the Community services team.  SHDC are looking to provide joined up sequential action. 
 
As part of the Council's work to help improve energy efficiency of homes, SHDC are working with 
South Dartmoor Community energy to help future proof some of the more poorly performing energy 
related properties in the South Hams. Residents can save on their energy use and bills with a free 
energy efficiency upgrade to the property if they own their own home and heating that is not mains 
gas, have an energy PC rating of D, E, F or G and have a total household income of less than £36,000 
per year.  Eligible residents can find out more and apply through the District Council's website. 
https://www.southhams.gov.uk/housing/housing-support/housing-grants-loans-and-services/help-
reducing-fuel-bills/information-and 
 
There have been issues and concerns raised over the Rockbox operation this year in the four 
locations across the area. If anyone has any comments, either positive or negative send them to Cllr 
Long  to be discussed with the operators by planning and licencing in the near future.  
 
A planning application was refused in Salcombe for the Brewery Quay site in Island Street.  The 
developer wanted to remove Condition One of the original planning application - the principal 
residency condition. The Council refused it. This has now gone to appeal for a one day hearing on 
26th of November at Follaton House, Totnes.  It’s important for any parish town that has a principal 
residency condition to ensure that the condition remains and the inspector is aware of it. Comments 
can be passed to the inspector by 16th October. 
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331.  APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Cllr Rufus Gilbert. 
 

332.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd September 2024 were approved and signed and 
initialled by the Chair. 
 

333.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None were received. 
 

334.  CLERK’S REPORT 
The clerk had written to a number of houses in Thurlestone whose vegetation was encroaching onto 
the highway from their gardens.  She had had a few responses.  The clerk will monitor the situation 
at the end of October/November to see if any further action needs to be taken. 
 
The clerk had received an email from Cllr Gilbert about forthcoming patching in the area - Whitley 
Cross to Heirland Cross, Thurlestone.   
 
The clerk had circulated 3 quotes to councillors prior to the meeting regarding a new website and 
hosting emails.  All councillors agreed to go with Parish Council websites as they offered the best 
value and the clearest website. 
 
335.  COUNCILLOR REPORTS ON AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY AND BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED:   

a) Co-opting of new councillor - All Councillors 
Nobody had come forward to register interest.  The clerk will advertise on Facebook, an 
advert will be placed in the Village Voice and on the website. 

b) Dark Skies leaflet update - Cllr Hodges 
Permission is still needed for a couple of the photos and trying to ensure all the photos 
are local.  Printing will cost £300 for 500 copies.  It will be distributed to all homes in the 
parish and to local holiday companies and architects.  Once it’s finalised other parishes 
will be able to adapt and use it for their own area.  Cllr Long said that SHDC would be 
happy to contribute £250 for the production as it was such a valuable resource that all 
local councils could adopt.   

c) Support for Climate and Nature – Sustainable South Hams meeting for Councillors on 
11th October  
Cllr Lewis and Cllr Smyth will be attending.  The intention of the meeting is to find out 
what will help councils be more effective in the area of climate and nature. 

d) Walking, cycling and wheeling project in South Hams and West Devon  
Cllr Hodges had read all the information about the project and was a bit disappointed by 
what was proposed for the route between Kingsbridge and Marlborough.  It just seemed 
it just seemed to be the crossroads that they were doing and they were, you know, the 
route from Marlborough to Salcombe is brilliant because it goes off the road, but cycling 
from Kingsbridge to Malborough is quite hairy and the need is to get cyclists off the road, 
but the project just seemed to be proposing modifications to junctions.   Cllr Lewis stated 
that she had attended the meeting and they had done a lot of good work but it was not 
really appropriate for TPC.    

e) South Hams Way – South Hams Ramblers proposal for 100 mile walking route – All 
Councillors 
All Councillors agreed this was a good idea, it’s basically a signposting area promoting 
walking routes in the area.  All approved. 
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f) Footpath Funding from DCC and Footpaths 6 and 13 update - Cllr Smyth 
Cllr Smyth - some progress has hopefully been made with obtaining the outstanding funding. 
All correspondence from DCC finance department had apparently been sent to the old clerk.  
The clerk has now received information and responded.   
 
Regarding Footpath 6  Cllr Smyth had received from somebody leading a walk from Aveton 
Gifford, along the estuary and then through Thurlestone.  She had reported and forwarded a 
photograph of a sign between Stiddicombe Wood and Bantham which a had fallen down.  
On footpath 13 a style was overgrown with vegetation. Cllr Smyth had gone and cleared 
away a lot of the hedge that was preventing people from getting across it. He has reported 
the sign to the PROW people and all is in hand. 

g) Parking and rubbish issue along road by Golf Course - All Councillors 
Cllr Palmer reported that there seemed to be a lot of debris on the road at this point, which 
needs to be moved.  Cllr Lewis wondered if Julian Lee could undertake the clearing of this 
and Cllr Palmer will speak to him. 

h) Joint Highways Working Group update – Cllr Palmer 
Cllr Palmer reported that at the recent meeting someone asked how much it had cots to 
resurface Kerse Lane which was £75,000.    Two interesting figures. Total number of potential 
claims received by DC within the last two years in respect of vehicles damaged due to 
condition of the roads in the South Hams were 207 .  Of the 207 claims received 23 claims 
have been settled at a total of £6178. 

i) Road Sweeping hotspots, Pot Holes and Yellow Line requirements – All Councillors 
Cllr Hadaway and Cllr Palmer had spent a day driving around the parish and mapping all the 
potholes, blocked drains, overgrown vegetation in the area and produced a detailed report.  
He asked Cllr Long whether he could submit the report as a whole, or whether it was better 
to report each individual problem on the report it website.  Cllr Long confirmed that it was 
better for people to report the problems individually so each report is logged correctly.  He 
advised that everyone who can log the problems.  Photos of problem areas can be uploaded 
on the site as well.  At present there were no problems logged, so councillors urged 
members of the public to report any problems so that they get rectified.  Potholes can be 
reported at:  https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/report-a-
pothole/ 
Overgrown vegetation at: 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/report-overgrown-trees-
and-vegetation/ 
Debris or Obstruction at: 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/report-debris-or-an-
obstruction/ 
Report defective road markings at: 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/report-a-problem-with-
road-markings-and-signs/ 
Report flooding or blocked drains at: 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/maintaining-roads/managing-the-
network/flooding-and-drainage/report-standing-water-flooding-or-blocked-drains/ 

 
335. PLANNING & ENFORCEMENT (RESPONSE DATES NOTED) 

Full details of all applications and Parish Council responses can be found by entering the 
reference number on the South Hams District Council planning portal 
https://apps.southhams.gov.uk//planningsearchmvc 

 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/report-a-pothole/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/report-a-pothole/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/report-overgrown-trees-and-vegetation/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/report-overgrown-trees-and-vegetation/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/report-debris-or-an-obstruction/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/report-debris-or-an-obstruction/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/report-a-problem-with-road-markings-and-signs/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/report-a-problem-with-road-markings-and-signs/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/maintaining-roads/managing-the-network/flooding-and-drainage/report-standing-water-flooding-or-blocked-drains/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/maintaining-roads/managing-the-network/flooding-and-drainage/report-standing-water-flooding-or-blocked-drains/
https://apps.southhams.gov.uk/planningsearchmvc
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• 2294/24/FUL – Wragmoor, Bantham, TQ7 3AJ.  Proposed replacement of 2 no. dwellings.  
Extended deadline to 27th September 2024 – Ratification of Decision – Thurlestone Parish 
Support. 

• 2888/24/LBC - Bantham Boathouse, Bantham, TQ7 3AP.  Listed Building Consent for 
proposed conversion of first floor of boathouse into holiday let (revised scheme to 
2605/22/FUL).  24 October 2024.  Thurlestone Parish Object 

• 2887/24/FUL - Bantham Boathouse, Bantham, TQ7 3AP.  Proposed conversion of first floor of 
boathouse into holiday let (revised scheme to 2605/22/FUL).  24 October 2024.  Thurlestone 
Parish Object. 

 
SOUTH HAMS DISTRICT COUNCIL DECISIONS: 
• 2569/24/TCA - Kennedy Thurlestone TQ7 3NP.  T1: Ash - remove due to dieback. Approved. 
• 2502/24/HHO - 6 Lambs Close, Thurlestone, TQ7 3PF.  Householder application for extension 

of terrace.  Under Consideration 
• 4261/23/FUL - 6 Old Rectory Gardens, Thurlestone, TQ7 3PD.  Application for raising of roof 

ridge height, two dormer windows & roof lights.  Withdrawn 
• 2461/24/FUL - All Saints Church, Thurlestone, TQ7 3AS.  Installation of new handrail to west 

door steps in Churchyard.  19 September 2024.  Approved 
 
336.  FINANCE & GOVERNANCE Receipts & Payments – Month 6  

Accounts to pay –Clerk’s Salary.  PFK Littlejohn External Auditors £252.00.  Scribe Annual 
Accounts Package - INV-7165 - £501.12.  Thurlestone Parish Hall - INV2720.  Order of 
Remembrance Wreath approval. Julian Lee Sept work – £225.00.  MAT electrics for repairs to 
DAT Landing site lights on 9th Sept 2024 - £740.05 

Governance.  Precept Part 2 payment received.  Annual External Audit completed – ratification 
of report and publishing of AGAR forms on website.  

 
338. NEXT MEETINGS 

4th November, 2nd December. 
 
339.  CLOSE OF MEETING 

The meeting closed at 09.25 pm 
 
 
Signed as a true record:  …………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
Print Name & Date: …………………………………………………………………………………………… 
  
 
Agenda Items and Updates; where possible please submit to the Clerk one week prior to the meeting 
to ensure time for inclusion, circulation, and study.  If a Council Member is unable to attend a 
meeting it would be appreciated if they could submit a brief précis of progress on their actions, if 
applicable, (to the Clerk for distribution) together with their apologies. 
 
Distribution List:  Thurlestone Parish Councillors.  For Information to: County Cllr R Gilbert, South 
Hams District Council Salcombe & Thurlestone Ward Councillors, Thurlestone Parish Website: 
https://www.thurlestoneparish.co.uk/  
 
 


