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This plan is based on the findings of a survey of residents carried 
out in 2009, and a series of working group discussions and open 

consultation meetings 
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1. A much treasured area  

 
Geri Halliwell opening the 2010 fete

For most residents and many visitors including our celebrity, the Parish of 
Thurlestone is a very special place. The spectacular location and good facilities 
have combined to build a lively year round community that is enlivened by the 
summer influx of visitors. 

While a third of dwellings are second homes, many of them have been in the 
same family for a number of years, or have been acquired by visitors who have 
fallen in love with the place.  Some of these “semi-permanent” owners make 
strong contributions to the community. 

The Parish has good facilities (Shops, Primary School, Post Office, pubs, church, 
golf course, sailing club and a sparkling new Parish Hall which has an active 
programme of community events) 

It was clear from the both the survey carried out in 2009 (see Appendix 2) and 
subsequent consultation that the majority of residents are content with the 
existing situation. There is little appetite for change - indeed the concern is that 
any changes may prove detrimental to the existing environment and ambience.   

2. The crucial issue – Catch 22? 
 
However, the survey highlighted a significant issue about sustainability and the 
demographic balance of the Parish. 

 80% of homes have 1 or 2 residents 
 Over half of the population is over 65,  
 Only 6% are of child bearing age 
 Only 9% are in full time employment, while 60% are wholly retired 

So, while 60% of the residents want the Parish “to stay substantially the same”, 
40% wish there were more families and young people and nearly half would like 
there to be fewer second homes - a number that increases to 63% among those 
who live in the Parish all or most of the time. 

The high level of property prices and the lack of employment opportunities 
render the likelihood of any change problematic in the short term. The responses 
to the survey indicate that plans for significant new building would meet 
considerable opposition. 
 

08 Fall 
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3. Development Constraints 

Culture 
The development plan must respect the satisfaction that is generally shown by 
parishioners while seeking to develop activities that will help sustain the Parish 
in the longer term. 

Economic  
The level of house prices means that there is very little possibility in the medium 
term of effecting a significant change in the demographic (age, social class) make 
up of the Parish – even if there were a stronger desire to do so. The lack of 
employment opportunities is also an issue. 

Resource 
Any activity plan must accept that the Parish is limited in both financial and 
manpower resources. 

 
4. The Aims of the Plan    

 Preserve the existing environment and distinctive character. 
 Identify, record and preserve the historic features and points of 

interest in the three villages. 
 Improve infrastructure for existing residents 
 Broaden the demographic base 
 Discourage additional second homes 
 Encourage families to move here 
 Create (suitable) job opportunities 
 Make Parish somewhere to be proud of 

5. The Actions 

5.1 Develop a clear policy on new housing development and affordable 
homes 

5.1a This is clearly the one area in which the Parish is challenged, and where 
there is most likely to be disagreement among residents.  The Parish 
needs to understand the requirements which may be imposed from 
County  or District Councils.  Work needs to be done to propose a 
“textbook” solution and agree this with residents and planning 
authorities.  

5.1b In preserving the existing environment, development boundaries must be 
adhered to and no building or development should be permitted outside 
these boundaries. Similarly the current low density housing criteria 
should be preserved with a minimum of infill or encroachment of building 
on existing green areas and the creation of unrelieved areas of buildings. 

5.1c A closer liaison needs to be formed with the planning authorities and a 
better understanding developed of how the authorities view the opinions 
of parishioners and affected neighbours. Conversely parishioners and the 
Parish Council need to understand the constraints under which the 
planning authorities have to operate. 
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5.2 Improve the technological infrastructure 

To answer the needs of current residents and, more crucially, to 
encourage more families to move in when homeworking will be growing, 
it is important that the current basic and patchy technology for the Parish 
is improved. Specifically, this means: 

 Greatly improved Broadband speeds 

 Mobile phone coverage (by at least one provider) throughout the 
villages.  (Currently, some areas have no coverage, others have 
partial reception – not necessarily from any one provider) 

 Ensure Digital Radio coverage in anticipation of the planned 
switchover 

5.3 Conduct a comprehensive survey of traffic flows, parking, parking 
            restrictions and safety  

5.3a There is considerable concern about the speed of traffic through the 
villages and on the access roads.  This is exacerbated during the summer, 
when visitors have less sensitivity to the narrow roads (and in some cases 
an inability to judge the width of their vehicles or to find reverse gear) 

5.3b  Areas where the lack of parking space causes parking in dangerous and 
anti-social places should be designated and areas identified which could 
be turned into designated parking zones to relieve this pressure. In 
particular the problems around the school area should be addressed. 

5.3c The current restricted hours TRO (Traffic Regulation Order) has resulted 
in the placing of a plethora of signs.  There should be a review of parking 
restrictions (and signs) to develop the best balance between parking 
control and excessive signage.  

5.4 Encourage residents and in particular visitors to support local shops 
and businesses 

5.5  Health and Medical Emergency 

5.5a    There are already several facilities in the Parish, ranging from the 
Lifesaving post at Bantham to the Hotel. There are also many residents 
with First Aid qualifications. However these are not well known or 
advertised. Given the influx of visitors during the summer it would be 
beneficial to have a degree of co-ordination and information. 

5.5b   Liaise with local Health Centres for clinics to be held locally for ‘flu jabs 
and other appropriate schemes.  

5.5c   Initiate a scheme for prescriptions to be delivered to a central point/s 
within the parish for local collection. 
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5.6 A policy to control fly-posting and to tidy up the signs in the village 

5.6a The villages have a surprisingly large number of advertising posters and 
parking signs. The environment would be improved if these were co-
ordinated into an overall style suitable to the rural environment and the 
fact that this is an AONB. 

5.6b.  Initiate a scheme for the Parish Council to control fly-posting.  In 
particular all advertising posters etc should be confined to official public 
notice boards  and on buildings and street furniture with the consent of 
the owners and ensure they are in place for a minimum period of time 
and removed immediately after the advertised event. 

 

5.7  Enter Best Kept Village Competitions 

5.7a Following this year’s win for Thurlestone, encourage all three villages to 
enter Best Kept Village Competitions and to maintain the standards which 
winning such a competition has set.  

5.7b Apart from the physical elements such as litter, hedges and appearance 
etc, village community activities should be encouraged. 

 

5.8  Anti-Social Behaviour 

5.8a  Noise pollution, A plan to discourage mechanical noise, particularly at 
weekends, holidays, outside normal working hours of 0800hrs to 
1730hours and social noise at night after 10.00pm.  

5.8b  Light pollution. A plan to discourage unnecessary lighting to allow 
everyone to enjoy the phenomena of nightscapes as well as from reducing 
carbon emissions. 

5.8c  Fireworks. Ensure that firework displays are held before 2200hrs and 
notice should be given so that steps can be taken for vulnerable people 
and pets to be safe-guarded. 

5.8d  Litter.  To ensure that general litter is controlled, to make sure there are 
sufficient litter bins in public places and that they are kept tidy and clean. 
A similar criterion applies to dog litter bins. 

5.8e  Garbage. Encourage residents and particularly holiday-makers to liaise 
with the re-cycling garbage collection and to place bins and bags out for 
collection only on the day of collection.  Encourage Council to provide 
more flexible services and good information 

5.8f  Dog control and Dog Fouling. Investigate methods of controlling dog 
fouling and making sure dogs are kept on leads and under control where 
necessary 

5.8g Bonfires. Designate areas where bonfires should be prohibited for safety 
reasons and ensure that bonfires are lit only when smoke does not affect 
neighbours 
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5.9 Co-ordinate the many charitable activities to optimise response and 
avoid clashes 

5.10 Develop a working party to integrate institutional and commercial 
stakeholders into the future of the Parish 

5.11 Develop ways to encourage second home owners to contribute and 
integrate into community life and the onward aims of the Parish 

 

5.12  Public Transport 

5.12a Examine the requirements for Public Transport and liaise with local 
transport companies.  

5.12b Investigate the possibilities of starting a voluntary car service to help 
those with mobility problems. 

 

5.13  General Environment 

5.13a Set up a task group who will look after the cleanliness and maintenance of 
the general environment, public places, beaches, hedgerows, footpaths 
etc.  

5.13b Encourage residents and visitors alike to follow the country code. 

 

5.14  Promote closer liaison between the three villages. 
 

5.15 Liaise with independent environmental groups  
A number of organisations have interests in the Parish and its 
surroundings.  Amongst others these include: 
 AONB,  
 Coastal Heritage,  
 Aune Conservation Society 
 National Trust 
 Woodland Trust 
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Appendix 1     Action Plan 

ITEM LEADER STATUS NEXT 
ACTION 

Develop a clear policy on new housing 
development and affordable homes 

   

Improve the technological infrastructure    

Conduct a comprehensive survey of 
traffic flows, parking, parking  
restrictions and safety 

   

Encourage residents and in particular 
visitors to support local shops and 
businesses 

   

Health and Medical Emergency    

A policy to control fly-posting and to tidy 
up the signs in the village 

   

Enter Best Kept Village Competitions    

Anti-Social Behaviour    

Co-ordinate the many charitable 
activities to optimise response and avoid 
clashes 

   

Develop a working party to integrate 
institutional and commercial 
stakeholders into the future of the Parish 

   

Develop ways to encourage second home 
owners to contribute and integrate into 
community life and the onward aims of 
the Parish 

   

Public Transport    

General Environment    

Promote closer liaison between the three 
villages. 

   

Liaise with independent environmental 
groups 
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Appendix 2 Summary of the 2009 Survey 
 
 

The population is very 
stable 

62% of households have lived in the Parish for more 
than 10 years (On average houses in GB change hands 
every 7 years) 

Household size is 
small 

Only 12% of homes have more than 2 residents. There 
are no homes with more than 5 residents 

Average Age is high 86% of females are over 40. Only 6% are of 
childbearing age. 
83% of men are over 40 
Almost half the population are over 65 

Many people knew 
the area before 
moving in 

Almost 30% had “come for holidays”, while many had 
“chosen it as a retirement area” or wanted to move to 
the South Hams 

Being “wholly 
retired” is the 
principal occupation 

60% are fully retired. 9% are employed full time, 7% 
part time and 9% self employed 

Village amenities are 
well used 

Almost 90% of respondents use the Post Office and 
67% attend events at the Parish Hall 

Thurlestone is well 
wired 

Nearly 90% have internet access, with 60% on 
broadband 

Quality of life is 
satisfactory 

30% say that it has improved in recent years, while 
only 20% think it has become worse 

Change is not a 
priority 

60% would like the Parish to stay substantially the 
same.  However, there is a recognition that the Parish 
would be improved if there were more families and 
young people (39%) and there were fewer second 
homes (47%).  Very few would like to see a significant 
increase in new buildings. 

Expansion is viewed 
cautiously 

The majority say that new building should be within 
the existing area and that there should be a 
requirement for traditional materials and styles to be 
used 

“Urbanisation” is 
strongly disliked 

60% oppose the introduction of speed bumps and 
64% are against street lighting.  However, there is a 
small minority strongly in favour of both these actions 

Speeding is seen as 
a problem 

62% would like the speed limit to be reduced to 
20mph 

Dog fouling is a 
negative 

Half the population say it is a problem  

The Church provides 
appropriate services 

Very few respondents were unhappy. The majority 
were satisfied 

The Council could do 
more to keep the 
Parish clean 

Beach cleaning and litter clearance were the most 
mentioned activities, with the Youth Club close 
behind. 
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Appendix 3  Profile of the Parish of Thurlestone 
 
The Parish of Thurlestone on the South Devon coast covers approximately three 
square miles and embraces the villages of Buckland, Bantham & Thurlestone.  

Bounded by the Devon River Avon (alias Aune) to the north, the Parish of South 
Milton to the south and the coast to the west it takes its name from the Thyrl 
(saxon for hole) Stone, a large natural arch rock in the middle of the bay. 

Historically the main occupations of the Parishioners were fishing and 
agriculture, with the unsavoury smattering of smuggling and wrecking thrown in 
for good measure. Local sea fishing largely disappeared by the end of the 19th 
century but agriculture is still very much to the forefront although the many 
small dairy farms in the Parish have now disappeared. 

The advent of the railway and the building of the coastal golf course in 
Thurlestone at the end of the 19th century marked the start of the area as a 
serious holiday centre and the building of holiday homes which are now 
becoming a dominant feature in the Parish. 

The Parish is deservedly a designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and 
within the Coastal Preservation Area. It has numerous well used footpaths and 
rights of way, especially an important section of the national Coastal footpath. It 
boasts five sandy beaches, with good surfing from the Bantham beach, and a 
lively fraternity of boating at the mouth of the Avon. Other outdoor pursuits 
include tennis, golf and walking, while the new Parish Hall is in constant use for a 
host of indoor activities and community events. 

In 2010 there were 624 domestic properties in the Parish of which 207 were 
second homes. There were a further  73 “commercial” properties of which 
around 60 were holiday let second homes making  holiday homes 38% of the 
total number of houses. There are 791 people on the electoral role plus about 60 
teenagers and children giving a total permanent population of approximately 
850. During the summer months this is reckoned to swell to nearer 2500. Nearly 
70% of the population are in the retirement age bracket and 30% have lived in 
the Parish for over 20 years. 

The Parish has a top-grade primary school with around 120 pupils from within 
and outside the catchment area. There are 2 well used pubs and village shops, a 
large 4 star hotel, a church and a golf and tennis club. 

The Parish is still essentially rural but is struggling to retain its character with 
the constant increase in the % of houses becoming holiday homes which are then 
rebuilt into urban style houses and used for only a few weeks every year. 

The Parish is in a very beautiful area with a lively and largely satisfied 
community. However the very attraction of the Parish of Thurlestone could  
ultimately cause it to lose its current character. 
 

  

 


