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We are still advising people to wear face coverings in church. This will be particularly
important over the Christmas period when churches are likely to be much fuller than we
have seen for nearly 2 years. Please also make full use of the church space.

The Benefice Online
The Sunday Service on YouTube led by Daniel continues with readings and
intercessions recorded by Benefice members and recorded hymns for you to join in with.
This enables those still unable to come to church to have the chance of “attending” a
Benefice Sunday Service. It is reaching up to 70 households from across the Benefice and
beyond each week. We would welcome more people to offer help with readings and
intercessions. Link on www.thurlestoneparish.co.uk/recorded-services.html There will
also be a service for Christmas Day but not December 26th.

Virtual Service of Meditation by Zoom - Tuesday December 7th and January 4th at
5.00 p.m. Please contact Nell Stamp on nellstamp@btinternet.com for the Zoom link.

Annual Subscriptions, £7.50, are due with the February issue of The Rock.
Tearfund’s Big Quiz Night

Although only 3 teams entered the Big Quiz, £190 was raised for Tearfund. Thank you to
all who donated.
Alastair Durden
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Singers are invited to join in a special choir to sing at the Thurlestone and South Milton
Carol Services which are on Sunday December 19th at South Milton and on
Wednesday December 22nd at Thurlestone, both at 6.00 p.m. We shall be
rehearsing on Saturday December 11th and 18th from 9.30 to 10.30am. in Thurlestone
Church. No special ability required - just a voice and enthusiasm!
Alastair Durden
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Editor: As it is always
extremely difficult to
produce a January
Rock so soon after
Christmas, it was
decided to produce a
a combined December
and January issue.

Exeter Diocese: A Sunday Service on https://exeter.anglican.org/resources/worship/
Sunday-services-to-watch-online. There is also a 10 minute weekly online reflection
each Sunday on https://vimeo.com/cofedevon, featuring one of the senior clergy in the
Diocese, which will follow the Lectionary Bible readings for that Sunday.
National Church of England: There is a weekly online Sunday Service on https://
www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
BBC Radio Devon: Sunday Service at 8.00 a.m. and then at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/
play/live:bbc_radio_devon.

Free Phone Line The Daily Hope phone line is still available 24 hours a day on 0800
804 8044 includes daily hymns, reflections and prayers and a recording of the National
Church of England online Sunday Service.

A very Happy Christmas and New Year to all our readers

The next edition of the Rock will be published on Sunday January 30th
Copy deadline for the November edition of The Rock is Sunday January 12th

General items to the editor: Liz Webb. Old Mill Cottage, West Buckland, TQ7 3AG, e-mail: mewebbsite@btinternet.com
Parochial items to your Parish Magazine Contact (see Benefice Directory page 20)
It would be appreciated if copy could be e-mailed if possible.
Annual subscription £7.50 contact: Woodleigh: Vacancy; Thurlestone: Liz Webb (560090);
South Milton: Cherry Bell (560526); Loddiswell: Susan Freeman (550437); Churchstow: Sally Cridland (856940)
Annual postal subscription, £19 contact Liz Webb (560090). (Cheques made payable to Thurlestone PCC)

The Rock is also available on cassette for the visually impaired - contact Jan Turner (560354)
Advertising: £48 for 12 months for ‘9cm x 8cm’ or ‘18cm x 4cm’ box. A single month advertisement may also be
possible for one off events at £8 for ‘18cm x 4cm’. Contact Elizabeth Webb (560090/mewebbsite@btinternet.com).
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We hope you may still join us for the Benefice online Service,
especially if you are unable to attend a service in your church

SUNDAY & CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES ON YOUTUBE
led by Daniel
www.thurlestoneparish.co.uk/recorded-services.html
available from midnight on the Saturday before

Le t t e r f ro m t h e R e c t o r y
Christmas is coming!
Another strange year draws to a close! As we prepare to say goodbye to 2021 we also prepare to
celebrate the great Feast of the Incarnation – Christmas. This year looks rather different from last
year, particularly in terms of Church services. Whilst we are still approaching this carefully and
cautiously, this year we’ll be able to gather together without legal restrictions. Good news indeed!
In my article this month I could talk about Covid-this or Covid-that. I could talk about challenges
and opportunities. I could talk about what it means to celebrate in the midst of uncertainties and
insecurities. The problem is that I’ve said it all before and you’ve heard it all above. We all know
that we’re living in the “new normal” and I have neither the energy nor the inclination to cleverly
link this into my Christmas message. What we really need is the true message of Christmas. And
where better to turn that to the Gospel according St Luke, chapter 2, verses 8-16.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
What more is there to say? I do hope and pray that you have a happy, joyful and peaceful
Christmas. I do hope and pray that you can join us for worship, either in person or online. But,
above all else, I do hope and pray that the true spirit of Christmas might abide in your hearts,
regardless of the circumstances and peculiarities of the world in which we are living.

Please help us to support our community by making a standing order

We are helping approximately 500 individual people every week in Kingsbridge and its
25 outlying parishes, spending between £10 - £15 per head on weekly deliveries. This
is only possible with the generosity of our community and our volunteers.
We are always grateful for all donations of food and/or money, no matter how big or
small, but to help assure our monthly income please consider making a Standing OrAccount Name: Kingsbridge Area Foodbank Account No. 17928860, Sort Code: 77-09-24
We need your ongoing support to help those in need. Thank you!
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T h u r l e s t o n e Te l e g r a p h
Services at All Saints’ Church, Thurlestone
DEC 12TH (BCP), JAN 9TH (BCP) & 23RD (CW)

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (said)

DECEMBER 5TH

2nd Sunday of Advent

11.10 a.m. Parish Eucharist (CW)

DECEMBER 12TH

3rd Sunday of Advent

11.10 a.m. Morning Worship

DECEMBER 19TH

4th Sunday of Advent

11.10 a.m. Parish Eucharist (CW)

DECEMBER 22ND

Wednesday

DECEMBER 24TH

Christmas Eve

10.00 p.m. Christmas Eve Communion (CW) (Note time)

DECEMBER 25TH

Christmas Day

11.10 a.m. Christmas day Family Service followed by
shortened Holy Communion (CW)

DECEMBER 26TH

Boxing Day

JANUARY 2ND

The Epiphany

11.10 a.m. Parish Eucharist (CW

JANUARY 9TH

Baptism of Christ

11.10 a.m. Morning Worship

JANUARY 16TH

2nd Sunday of Epiphany

11.10 a.m. Parish Eucharist (CW

JANUARY 23RD

3rd Sunday of Epiphany

11.10 a.m. Morning Worship

JANUARY 30TH

Presentation of Christ

11.00 a.m. Benefice Covenant Service with Eucharist at SM

6.00 p.m. Candlelit Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols
Collection for Children in Distress

NO SERVICE

Other Midweek Services & Activities
EVERY WEDNESDAY except December 29th

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP) (said)

Thursday January 6th & February 3rd

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP) (said) at Bantham

MONDAYS DEC. 6TH, JAN. 10TH, 17TH, 31ST

7.15-9 p.m. Home Group at 11 Mead Lane/Zoom

THURSDAY DEC. 16TH & JAN. 20TH

5 - 6 p.m. Prayer Meeting in the Meeting Room

SATURDAY DECEMBER 11TH & 18TH

9.30 a.m. Carol Service Choir in Church

THURSDAY JANUARY 13TH & 27TH

5 - 6 p.m. Thurlestone Singing Group in the Meeting Room

Please see the Church Notice Boards & www.thurlestoneparish.co.uk/church-services for variations and more information

Social Activities in the Church Meeting Room
Everyone is welcome for
Coffee/Tea and a Chat at

WEDNESDAYS

10.30 - 11.30 a.m.
Donation in aid of
Church Funds

THURSDAYS 9.30 - 11.30 a.m.

(except December 23rd)
More information, please contact Siân Hodges
(561124/07784893405/sian2.hodges@btinternet.com )

2022 CALENDAR

featuring photos of the Thurlestone, Buckland & Bantham area
entered in the Online Competition in June
from Thurlestone & Bantham Shops
in aid of Church Funds
or by post, email thurlallsaints@btinternet.com

£7.50

Entry forms for the 2022 Photographic Competition available on

www.thurlestoneparish.co.uk/photo-comp-form

More photos on https://www.thurlestoneparish.co.uk/2022-calendar.html
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S ou th Mil to n G rap e vin e
Services at All Saints, South Milton
DECEMBER 5TH

2nd Sunday of Advent

9.30 a.m. Tree Service

DECEMBER 12TH 3rd Sunday of Advent

9.30 a.m. Morning Worship for All Ages

DECEMBER 19TH 4th Sunday of Advent

9.30 a.m. NO SERVICE
6.00 p.m. Carol Service

DECEMBER 24TH Christmas Eve

8.00 p.m. Christmas Eve Communion (CW) (note time)

DECEMBER 25TH Christmas Day

9.30 a.m. Christmas day Family Service followed by
shortened Holy Communion by extension

DECEMBER 26TH Boxing Day

NO SERVICE

JANUARY 2ND

The Epiphany

9.30 a.m. Parish Eucharist (CW)

JANUARY 9TH

Baptism of Christ

9.30 a.m. Morning Worship for All Ages

JANUARY 16TH

2nd Sunday of Epiphany

9.30 a.m. Family Communion (CW)

JANUARY 23RD

3rd Sunday of Epiphany

9.30 a.m. Morning Worship for All Ages

JANUARY 30TH

Presentation of Christ

11.00 a.m. Benefice Covenant Service with Eucharist
at South Milton

I’m not sure that after all these years, I have ever said a public Thank You to Liz Webb for all her work in
reproducing these notes. In addition to those of the other parishes in the Benefice, so I would like to say a very
big thank you to her for all the work she does. Now she faces some surgery on a shoulder and I know you would
want to wish her all the best and a speedy recovery.
The list above shows all the services and times for the Festive season and beyond. Note the Christmas Eve
service is earlier than in the past. The Carol Service on Dec 19th will include the dressing of the Crib which will be
in place and previously blessed at the TT Service.Please be aware that there may be alterations in times so watch
for notices on the boards and on the village notice board on the Internet.
The Christmas Tree will be up and decorated by the date of the Toy Tree service on December 5th. We hope to be
able to donate a goodly number of gifts to the local Food-bank. They will be able to hand them out to deserving
children in our area. Gifts should NOT be wrapped, note this is different from our usual practise.
All the Christmas decorations will remain in place until Jan 6th when they will come down in time for the Epiphany
Season which begins on that day. Please look after your own arrangements, a list will be arranged prior to the
Christmas Season.
Dates for meetings of the PCC for 2022 are (provisional) Monday 17th or 24th Jan, 14th or 21st March, AGM 25th April,
13th June, 12th Sept, 7th November. Apart from the AGM, all will be held in the Church. Times nearer the date.
We are always looking for new members of the PCC and look forward to hearing from you if you would like to
stand, also helpers for Brass and flowers are a valuable asset to the church. (Often admired by visitors) contact
Mary Wright, Rev Daniel Hartley or have a word with me.
We hope to be able to ring in the New Year on Dec 31st, Your bell-ringers are practising the “Westminster
Chimes”. There will also be a social gathering as usual during and after Midnight. Hope to see you there, it’s a
very jolly evening starting at about 11pm. Earlier if you like. Lots to drink and eat too!
Keep safe, well, warm and dry, look out for each other,
Yours with love, Jan T

Professional Cleaning Services
• Carpets, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning
• Spot, Stain & Odour Removal
• Car-Boat-Caravan Wash & Valet
• Gutter Vacuum

T: (01548) 854313

E: info@fine-shine.com

• Spring Cleaning & Builders Cleans
• All Hard Floors Cleaned & Polished
• Window Cleaning
• Pressure Washing

W: www.fine-shine.com

Unit 10 Orchard Industrial Estate, Poplar Drive, Kingsbridge, Devon TQ7 1SF
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C h u rc h s t ow C h i m e s
Services at St Mary the Virgin, Churchstow
DECEMBER 5TH

2nd Sunday of Advent

11.00 a.m. Morning Worship

DECEMBER 12TH

3rd Sunday of Advent

11.00 a.m. Parish Communion (CW)

DECEMBER 19TH

4th Sunday of Advent

11.00 a.m. NO SERVICE
3.00 p.m. Carol Service

DECEMBER 25TH

Christmas Day

DECEMBER 26TH

Boxing Day

JANUARY 2ND

The Epiphany

11.00 a.m. Morning Worship

JANUARY 9TH

Baptism of Christ

11.00 a.m. Parish Communion (CW)

JANUARY 16TH

2nd Sunday of Epiphany

11.00 a.m. Morning Worship

JANUARY 23RD

3rd Sunday of Epiphany

11.00 a.m. Parish Communion (BCP)

JANUARY 30TH

Presentation of Christ

11.00 a.m. Benefice Covenant Service with Eucharist
at South Milton

FEBRUARY 6TH

4th Sunday before Lent

11.00 a.m. Morning Worship

11.00 a.m. Christmas Day Family Communion
NO SERVICE

The church is open from 9.00 a.m. until 4.15 p.m.

See page 2 for information of online services

Remembrance Sunday: At the recent Remembrance Sunday Service taken by our Reader ,Peter Gornall, we
remembered those that lost their lives during the two World wars and subsequent conflicts. Mr George Seager
Berry read out the roll of honour and laid the wreath at the war memorial. The collection of £89.70 has been sent
to Combat Stress.

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations: The next meeting will be held on Wednesday December 8th at 7.00pm in
the Church House Inn.

Christmas lights and Christmas Party: On Wednesday December 1st , Mike Langman will be switching on his lights at 5.30 p.m. at 1 Glebeland, next door to the Church Hall and the Parish Council are hosting a
Christmas Party from 4.30 p.m. onwards with food and Refreshments. This is a free event but donations towards
Mike's Christmas Light Charity, Children's Hospice South West would be most welcome.

Christmas Whist Drive: The Annual Christmas Prize Whist Drive will be held on Saturday January 8th at
7.00pm. This is a chance to say thank you to the Whist Players for their support over many years. Whist Drives
have been held in the Church Hall for well over 70 years, originally twice a week and now once a week, no one
seems to know exactly when they started! The proceeds of these evenings have always been in aid of the Church
Hall and have over the years contributed greatly to the life of a much loved building. Offers of Prizes would be
greatly appreciated. Contact John Woodley on 857916.
WE WISH EVERYONE A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

JRW

Activities & Events in the Church Hall
EVERY TUESDAY

5.45 - 6.45 p.m. Pilates Contact Julie on 07760764038

Whist Drive

Soup & Puds

EVERY

THURSDAY
DEC. 16TH &
JAN. 22ND

SATURDAY

7.00 P.M.
£3 in aid of Church Hall
Contact John Woodley
on 857916

£5

12 NOON
in aid of Church Funds

Contact Phyllis on 858836

Coffee Break

THURSDAY
DEC. 2ND &
JAN. 6TH

10.30 A.M.
- NOON
Proceeds in aid of Church Hall
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S e r v i c e s a t Lo d d i s w e l l
Services at St Michael and All Angels, Loddiswell
DECEMBER 5TH

9.30 a.m. Morning Worship

2nd Sunday of Advent

DECEMBER 12TH 3rd Sunday of Advent

9.30 a.m. Family Communion (CW)

DECEMBER 19TH 4th Sunday of Advent

9.30 a.m. NO SERVICE
6.30 p.m. Carol Service

DECEMBER 25TH Christmas Day

9.30 a.m. Christmas Day Family Communion (CW)

DECEMBER 26TH Boxing Day

NO SERVICE

JANUARY 2ND

The Epiphany

9.30 a.m. Morning Worship

JANUARY 9TH

Baptism of Christ

9.30 a.m. Family Communion (CW)

JANUARY 16TH

2nd Sunday of Epiphany

9.30 a.m. Morning Worship

JANUARY 23RD

3rd Sunday of Epiphany

9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

JANUARY 30TH

Presentation of Christ

FEBRUARY 6TH

4th Sunday before Lent

11.00 a.m. Benefice Covenant Service with Eucharist
at South Milton
9.30 a.m. Morning Worship

Services at Woodleigh
DECEMBER 19TH 4th Sunday of Advent

4.30 p.m. Carol Service

DECEMBER 24TH Christmas Eve

6.00 p.m. Christmas Eve Communion (CW)

Currently the church is not open for other services or private prayer

KI NG SBRI DG E
F UNER AL DI RE CTORS
The only lndependent Family Funeral Directors
in Kingsbridge.
A 24 hr personal and professional service
for Kingsbridge, Salcombe and the South Hams.
“Our simple Funeral can start from
only £1250 plus fees”

& ADRI AN M UNDY
MONUM ENTAL M ASON
“Serving the local community for over 20 years”

KI NGSBRIDG E 01548 856340
Devon Square View, Lower Union Road,
Kingsbridge, TQ7 1EF
www.kingsbridgefuneraldirectors.com

The South Hams Premier Portrait Studio
Families, Kids, Pets and more…

www.norsworthyphotography.com
27 Fore Street, Kingsbridge TQ7 1PG

01548 854044
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Diocesan News

Bishop of Exeter becomes a Member of the House of Lords

The Bishop of Exeter, the Right Reverend Robert Atwell, has become a
member of the House of Lords. Bishop Robert was introduced in a short
ceremony on Monday 15 November. It involved him swearing an Oath of
Allegiance to the Crown while holding a “sacred text”. Bishop Robert chose
to hold a copy of the New Testament as became one of the Lords Spiritual
in Parliament’s Upper House.
He is the Church of England’s lead bishop on Rural Affairs and said he was
hoping to ensure the voice of rural and coastal communities is heard in
Westminster. He said, “Entering the House of Lords is a great privilege and
I hope to be a good spokesperson for the people of Devon. I will be look
forward to flying the flag for our rural and coastal communities in
Parliament.”
He and the Bishop of Liverpool, who was also introduced at the same time, are among 26 Church of England
bishops to sit in the House of Lords. The bishops read prayers at the start of each day’s parliamentary business
and play an active role in the life and work of the House, including in behind-the-scenes committee work
scrutinising draft legislation.

Devon's New Anna Chaplains Commissioned
The archdeacon of Plymouth, the Venerable Nick Shutt, led a wonderfully
moving service at Southway Church in Plymouthon Sunday November 7th
for the commissioning of the Anna Chaplains and Anna Friends.
Anna Chaplaincy is a ministry undertaken by volunteers in communities to
provide support to older people in their own homes, sheltered housing or
care homes. Anna chaplains are named after Anna, the prophetess, in the
Bible (Luke 2). Anna Chaplaincy is overseen by the Bible Reading Fellowship.
In Devon, the ministry is led by Annie Jeffries (pictured second from left,
front row). There are now around 25 Anna Chaplains in the diocese. The
ministry is part of our commitment to serve people over 60. There is more
information about what Anna Chaplaincy involves on https://
exeter.anglican.org/anna-chaplain.

MALCOLM FRANKE BSc., FCA
ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION SERVICES

The benefits include:
Competitive, fixed fee quotes;
Personal service from a qualified accountant;
Over 20 years experience of dealing with
individual taxpayers and small businesses;
Home visits as required, at your convenience;
Integrity and confidentiality guaranteed;
Free initial consultation.
If you want your affairs dealt with to your benefit by a
local professional person you can trust, simply call

01548 562320
Campania, Links Road, South Milton, K’bridge, TQ7 3JR

Judith Bentley
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The Bible Matters
Advent Waiting
Waiting is not popular in our culture, when so much can be obtained simply at the press of a
button! Advent, when we wait for the coming of Christmas, is also an opportunity to learn what
it means to be waiting for the promised return of Jesus. He says: ‘It’s like a man going away:

he leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with their assigned task, and tells
the one at the door to keep watch. Therefore, keep watch because you do not know when
the owner of the house will come back’ (Mark 13:34-35).

We live between Jesus’ first and second comings and this
parable reminds us of the need to watch and wait, as disciples living
faithfully for Him. It reminds us of two kinds of waiting: passive and
active. Imagine you’re at the railway station, awaiting the arrival of a
train. On the platform a man is asleep, as he thinks there is plenty of time
before the train arrives. He is passively waiting. There is also a small boy on
the platform who is excited about the train coming. He can’t sit still and
constantly looks down the track to see if the train is coming. He is actively
waiting, for he expects the train to arrive at any moment.
Advent gives us a choice: how will we wait for Jesus’ coming? Passive waiting doesn’t require much attention on our
part. We can live our Christian life pre-occupied with our own concerns, rather than looking to God. However, active
waiting involves an eager expectation, as we await Jesus’ return or simply look to him coming to us today. All we
want is to be found faithful as His disciples. There is nothing more important than being ready to meet our Master!

A Christmas Gift

It’s not easy getting the right Christmas present for others, especially in these uncertain times. However, the
Magi’s gifts were entirely appropriate and help us to understand God’s gift of Jesus to us.

‘On coming to the house, they saw the child with His mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped Him.
Then they opened their treasures and presented Him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.’ (Matt 2:11).
These were the expensive kind of gifts that visitors from the east would bring: gold, frankincense (a plant gum
resin used in incense) and myrrh (another resin used in perfumes).
Who is He? Gold is a gift for a king. In Jesus, we see a king in baby clothes. The worship of the wise
men was costly, not only in terms of their gifts but for their lives.
Why did He come? Frankincense was used by the priests in the temple in
offering sacrifices. Jesus, as the ultimate priest, is the one who came to bring
God and man together. He could do this because He is both divine and
human.
What did it cost Him? Myrrh was used to embalm the dead. This gift
reminds us that the baby of Bethlehem would die on the cross to give His
life for us. The wood of the crib and the cross are the same wood!
What are we going to offer Him this Christmas? Jesus is Christ, the king who comes to rule our lives; He’s Lord,
the One who knows what it’s like to be human as well as divine; and He’s Saviour, who enables us to be friends
of God.

“At Christmas time, when we receive presents that we don’t really need, God offers us a gift we cannot do
without.” – J John

KINGSBRIDGE & DISTRICT TINNITUS AND HARD OF HEARING GROUP
Meet every other month on a Monday
at 2.00 p.m. in the Rest Centre Kingsbridge
Don’t be lonely there are lots like you
Join us for a chat a cup of tea and make new friends
For more details and a programme of meetings, contact our secretary Jean on 01548580511

P a g e 10

The Rock December 2021 & January 2022

God in the Arts
‘In that region there were shepherds keeping watch over their flock’

In the Old Testament shepherds were greatly valued and treated with respect. Patriarchs, prophets and kings had
all tended sheep. Job, a rich man, owned 14,000 sheep. David was tending sheep when he was called by God
and anointed by Samuel.
But as the Israelites settled in towns and cities and turned to farming, attitudes
towards the shepherds changed. As the New Testament opens, shepherding had
become a dirty, lonely life, away from civilisation. Shepherds could not observe
the daily rituals of their faith, and so they had a low status in society, looked
down upon by orthodox Jews.
But out in the countryside with just the hills and the plains and the open
air, St Luke tells us that it was there that God’s message was proclaimed
and heard. Cities and towns had walls and barriers, as Bethlehem has
today. But in the fields at night, there were shepherds, watching and
alert, ready for any eventuality. And so, they were the first to hear of
the birth of a Saviour.
‘The Annunciation to the Shepherds’ is this month’s painting by Sano di Pietro. We know little about this Italian
artist apart from some dates. He was born in Siena in 1406 and died there in 1481. But he has left us a legacy of
beautiful and sensitive paintings. As we look at this scene, we see the human details: two shepherds huddled by
the fireside with their dog, all three looking up to see the angel, and a spear by the side to ward off thieves and
predators. The sheep are safely in their pen, black and white fleeces huddled together for warmth. In the sky the
angel appears, bearing an olive branch in one hand and with the other pointing to Bethlehem in the distance.
Luke has already told us of another annunciation, with Gabriel visiting Mary. Artists loved to portray this scene
and often showed a lily, the symbol of purity, in their paintings. Here there is the olive sprig, a symbol of peace to
reinforce the angelic message of peace in the birth of the Saviour. Luke goes on to tell us how Jesus brought new
meaning and peace to all those like the shepherds who were nobody in the eyes of people, but everything to the
eyes and heart of God.
Jesus in His teaching often turned to the theme of sheep and shepherds, with parables about lost sheep, gates to
the fold, and hireling shepherds. Just as the faithful shepherds were prepared to give their lives to protect the
flock, so Jesus the Good Shepherd gave His life for the world – a death that would bring the peace and
reconciliation shown in that olive branch held by the angel. At this Christmas time we rejoice with the heavenly
host to proclaim the birth of this Prince of Peace and we commit ourselves to that work of peace and
shepherding. Howard Thurman wrote these words:
‘When the song of the angels is stilled ….
to find the lost, to heal the broken,
when the shepherds are back with their flocks,
to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner,
the work of Christmas begins:
to rebuild the nations, to bring peace among the people,
to make music in the heart.’
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Ch ild ren’ s C h ri stmas B o o ks
Christmas Activities Bethan James, Authentic, £2.50

All the events of the first Christmas are retold and illustrated in this small format paperback
book with on-the-page puzzles and activities to complete. Kids will enjoy reading the story
and immersing themselves in the related activities. With attractive colour illustrations, ageappropriate text and a variety of puzzles, the book could be useful in church outreach
activities with children aged four to seven. A little book for little fingers!

God Gave Us Christmas Lisa Tawn Bergren and David Hohn, Authentic, £7.99

This sweet story helps young children understand the true meaning of Christmas, and
to discover how very much God loves them. As Little Cub and her family prepare to
celebrate the most special day of the year, the curious young polar bear begins to
wonder... "Who invented Christmas?" So Mama and Little Cub head off on a polar
expedition to find God and to see how He gave them Christmas.
Along the way, they find signs that God is at work all around
them. Through Mama's gentle guidance, Little Cub learns about
the very first Christmas.

A Pirate Christmas Activity Book Suzy Senior, Bible Society, £3

Here is an activity book, full of crafts and games based on Suzy Senior’s popular children’s
book. It may help children aged two to five to feel immersed in the Christmas story, using
stickers. They can make their own guinea pig, draw a treasure map and cook party treats to
get into the pirate Christmas spirit!

It Begins in Bethlehem – a Nativity Rhyme for Christmas time Bob

Hartman & Mark Beech, 10Publishing, £2
This new Christmas children’s booklet offers a fresh
perspective on the nativity, with glorious rhymes from
Bob Hartman and lively illustrations by Mark Beech. It
could be helpful when sharing the message of Christmas
with children in your family, church and community.

Nativity Activities – a puzzle and colouring book Martin Young, 10Publishing, £2.99
A festive fun activity book for young children, packed with mazes,
difference, drawings to copy, colouring pages, word puzzles and lots more.

DEVON

spot–the–
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S t J a m e s t h e Le a s t o f A l l
On the peril of choosing new kneelers
The Rectory,
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
After all these years, I now understand why the non-conformist denominations sit down, rather than kneel, to say
their prayers. That way, no decisions have to be taken over the number, size, shape, colour, material and design
of kneelers in church.
Our present set was donated by a retired Major-General in 1899 to celebrate the Relief of Mafeking, and after
more than a century of use by the pious and not-so-devout has taken its toll. Like certain members of our
congregation, they now look a little worse for wear. Many have sprung leaks, so that when used, a jet of flocking
is emitted all over the clothes of their neighbour, who then leaves Matins looking like a Yeti.
Other kneelers have been occupied by grateful mice, who find them most congenial for nesting and who leave in
high umbrage, creating chaos as Miss Mapp chases them down the aisle with her umbrella; that this provides her
with the perfect excuse to leave before the sermon is, I am sure, entirely coincidental. The final straw came when
my own, by some quirk in its design, now sounds like a whoopee cushion every time I kneel. It may cause the
choirboys much amusement, but it lends nothing to the dignity of our worship.
So, we have decided to have a completely new set – and therein lies the problem. Who makes them? What will
be the designs? Who co-ordinates the whole project? There is enough here to occupy the combined minds of our
Church Council for the next Millennium and there will be enough scheming, manoeuvring, signing of nonaggression pacts and formation of tactical truces to make the United Nations look like amateurs. Unfortunately,
we do not have the ecclesiastical equivalents of the blue berets to enforce peace.
The more patriotic members of the congregation have suggested they all show the Union Jack – presumably so
they can be waved at appropriate moments in our services; one belligerent individual wants to see depictions of
St Michael slaughtering the dragon, John the Baptist’s head on a platter and other such tasteful scenes; on the
other hand, dear Miss Timmins wants them all to depict doves or small fluffy creatures, which would make the
church look more like pets corner.
Cutting through these vital issues, I have suggested that the entire congregation converts to Roman
Catholicism.... and then we could stand for our prayers and do without kneelers entirely.
Your loving uncle,

Eustace
THURLESTONE GOLF
& TENNIS CLUB

DON’T PLAY?
Why not make use of our
£78.00 per year
Benefits include:
Free beach parking – all year
Discounts off food and drink
A beautiful sunlit terrace to relax on
Call now for further information 01548 560405
or email admin@thurlestonegolfclub.co.uk

Christian Bookshop,
Resource Centre & Coffee Shop
41 Fore Street, Kingsbridge
01548 856571 or 07902 521518

Now Fully Open
Monday - Friday 10am - 1pm
Christian Books, Bibles, Cards, Gifts, DVDs & CDs

You can also now enjoy
Tea, Coffee, Biscuits and Fellowship

Volunteers always welcome
wordwise1@outlook.com
www.wordwisekingsbridge.co.uk
Charity No. 1098305

WORDWISE

SOCIAL MEMBERSHIP

WORDWISE
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Cros sword P uz zl e

Across
1 Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews
(Exodus 25:9) (10)
7 David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in a tree
during a battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14-15) (7)
8 They ruled much of the west coast of South America in
the 15th and early 16th centuries (5)
10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4)
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in
Brussels, Nurse Edith ____ (6)
17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and
unleavened bread, was the Passover menu for anyone
‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11) (4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known hymn (7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)
Down
1 ‘_____ and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5)
2 ‘The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous are as ____ as a lion’ (Proverbs 28:1) (4)
3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and joined David (1 Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8)
5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
6 ‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy and pleasing to God’ (Romans 12:1) (10)
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1) (7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will ____ his people from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21) (4)
DOWN: 1. Taste, 2. Bold, 3. Ramiah, 4. Abiathar, 5. Lucerne, 6. Sacrifices, 9. Saddlebags
12. Theocrat, 14. Incense, 16. Pilate, 19. Exist, 20. Save.

Answers:

ACROSS: 1. Tabernacle, 7. Absalom, 8. Incas, 10. Roes, 11. Captured, 13. Fright, 15. Cavell, 17. Cyclonic,
18. Herb, 21. Sonar, 22. Amazing, 23. Settlement.

BAR OPEN: 12 noon - close
(Mon - Thurs closed 3 - 6pm)

OPEN FOR FOOD
Lunch: 12 noon - 2pm
(4pm Sundays)

Dinner: 6 - 9pm
For more information
or to book a table:

www.thesloop.co.uk
01548 560489
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Parish

Pump

Christmas Presence
(Isaiah 9:6, 7:14)

The Word of Light

Unto us a child is born
To us a son is given…

The Word was in the beginning
The Word was with the Lord;
When the worlds were set to spinning
By that same Almighty Word.
Not a thing that was created
Was made without His will,
And His pow’r has permeated
Our world, and does so still.

And you will call Him Immanuel,
God with us.
Jesus, God actually with us.
God’s greatest gift,
Born into weakness and
vulnerability,
Sharing life’s raw reality,
Family rows, family rejoicing,
Broken relationships, broken hearts,
Grief and great suffering,
Rejection and injustice,
Despair and death.

In Him was life, and light eternal
To all men He gives His light;
Shining in the gloom nocturnal
Shines like day within the night!
And to men in sinful starkness
The Word in glory comes –
And the deep surrounding darkness
To the Word of Light succumbs!

Yet through it all
Still the gift goes on
Revealing God’s grace and power
And peace to overcome.
This is a gift that cannot be wrapped,
That will never break
Or pass its sell-by date.
This is Jesus,
The greatest gift.

Though by Him the world was moulded
When He came unto His own,
Yet mankind, in sin enfolded
Their Creator they disowned.
But for those who do believe Him –
Who see that He is right –
He makes those who do receive Him
Into Children of the Light!

Receive God’s Christmas presence
And walk on with Him.

Nigel Beeton

Daphne Kitching

Your Gift of Life – at Christmas
Creaking on the staircase Noise outside my door A rustle in the chimney –
It’s ‘Santa-time’ once more.
St Nicholas is on his way
With all his Christ-life gifts
To fire every child-light with
The loving Christ-mass kiss.

For in each earthly crib or bed
In squalor, comfort, splendour The Christ child has been placed again
To call the world to wonder.

In some he’ll place the gift of gold In others frankincense While others will be given myrrh All signs of God’s presence.

Your God is in your gift of life The life He gives with love –
So take the gift and use it,
Use it wisely, don’t abuse it,
Let the Christ-life fire your spirit
That God in you may LIVE.

So come you kings, come one, come all,
Come shepherds to the cradle stall
And hear the angels sing a-new
The heavenly song they sing for you.

Sam Doubtfire

JUST CALL JOHN
for all your small repair jobs you can’t get done
For small home repairs or holiday/ letting maintenance and repairs
Plumbing problems, Tiling, Flat pack assembly, need a garden tap or water butt, decorating etc. etc.
John Taylor Handyman Services, Church Street Kingsbridge
Fully insured and very reasonable rates

Call 07792524234

pontaylor808@btinternet.com
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Churchstow MOT Centre
Class 4 & 7 MOT's
Repairs
Services
Cambelts
Brakes
Exhausts
Batteries
Free loan car available (certain conditions apply)
Free local collection/delivery arranged
Unit 4C South Hams Business Park (BLS Developments' Old MOT bay) 01548 856777
Here for the Ride
It was the day after Christmas and the vicar, was looking at the nativity scene
outside when he noticed the baby Jesus was missing from the figures.
Immediately, Father John’s thoughts turned to calling in the local policeman but as
he was about to do so, he saw little Nathan with a pedal car, and in the car was
the figure of the little infant, Jesus.
Father John approached Nathan and asked him, ‘Well, Nathan, where did you get
the little infant?’
Nathan looked up, smiled and replied, ‘I took him from the church.’
‘And why did you take him?’
With a sheepish grin, Nathan said, ‘Well, about a week before Christmas I prayed
to Jesus. I told him if he would bring me a pedal car for Christmas, I would give
him a ride in it.’

STAR

At a rehearsal for a Sunday school Christmas tableau, the teacher
carefully lined up four little ‘cherubs’. Each carried a huge cut-out
letter. As they stood side by side, the letters would spell out “STAR”. A
slight mix-up occurred, and those present in the church auditorium
nearly fell out of their pews as the four little performers took their
places – in reverse.

Angel tidings

Brian had found a Nice Little Earner

The little boy was to be an angel in the Christmas play and
his one line was: “Behold, I bring you good
tidings.” He asked what tidings were
and his mother explained that the
word meant news.

On the night of the play, the youngster had stage fright and, after a long
silence, blurted out: “Hey, have I got news for you!”

A Tree for Christmas

Admiring the Christmas trees displayed in his neighbour's windows,
Nathan asks his father, 'Daddy, can we have a Hanukkah Tree?' 'What?
No, of course not.' says his father. 'Why not?' asks Nathan again.
Bewildered, his father replies, 'Well, Nathan, because the last time we We don’t sing carols no more… you ‘ave
to listen to ‘em off me iPod!
had dealings with a lighted bush we spent 40 years in the wilderness.'

K. M. LANGMAN DECORATORS LTD
Interior and Exterior Painter and Decorator

All aspects of Painting and Decorating undertaken and finished to the highest standard
Domestic and Commercial
No job too big or small

'THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE OF THE SOUTH HAMS'
Mobile: 07977 414578 e-mail: Kevin.langman@btopenworld.com

561537
561124

Mr Martin Webb

Mr Martin Webb
Mrs Elizabeth Webb
Mrs Joan Booth
Mrs Siân Hodges

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy

Mrs L. Graham

Mrs Vanda Irish

Vacancy

TREASURERS:

PCC SECRETARIES:

ELECTORAL ROLL:

DEANERY SYNOD:

OTHER PCC
MEMBERS:

ORGANISTS:

FLOWERS:

GROUPS:

MAGAZINE CONTACTS: Vacancy

560333

560943

560973

559038

560354

560354

288592

288592

560620

Mrs Susan Freeman 550437
susananddavid47@gmail.com

550279

Mrs Vanda Irish
856836
Mrs Hilary Hudson 550004
Mrs Joy Harvey

THURLESTONE CHURCH MEETING ROOM: 561246

857916

550592

857916

852428

550592

Mr John Woodley
857916
johnwoodley2@gmail.com

Mrs Judy Martin

561539
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Mrs T.Hurrell, Mr R.Martin,
Mrs J.Martin, Mrs N.Stamp

Dr Gilly Bertie

Vacancy
Mrs M.Bennett, Mr M.Carter,
Mrs S.Harvey, Mr K.Hudson,
Mrs H.Hudson, Mrs M.Pettitt

Mrs Penny Fenton

Vacancy

Contact: Churchwardens

Tuesday House Group: Mrs Pam Latimer 559038

Mr Peter Rixon
288592
peterrixon@hotmail.com

Mrs Daphne Osmond 560917
Mrs Janet Turner
560354
Mrs Jean Macridge 561758

Mrs Evelyn Grant

Mr John Woodley

Dr Tristan Bertie

Mr John Woodley

(Ch. Hall) Mr George Seager Berry 559354

Mrs Pauline Carter 550617

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy

Mr Mike White

559038

Churchstow:

pam@pamlatimer.plus.com

Loddiswell:

Mrs Pam Latimer

danielhartley.aunevalley@gmail.com

Mr B.Breese, Mrs G. Day,
Mr T.Gilkes, Mrs E. Grant,
Mrs M.Wright

Mrs Eve Gilkes

Mrs Pam Latimer

Mrs Janet Turner

Mrs Janet Turner

Mrs Bettina Rixon

Vacancy

Mr Peter Rixon

South Milton:

562727

Thurlestone Singing Group: Mr Alastair Durden 560509

Mrs Elizabeth Webb 560090
mewebbsite@btinternet.com

Mrs Wendy Gornall

856836 Mr Derek Harwood

Mrs R.Chipman, Mr P.Gornall,
Mr P.Hirst, Dr M.Hodges,
Mr P.Millard, Mr G.Scott

560090

560090

560090

562016

Mr Graham Worrall

Vacancy

560090

Mrs Elizabeth Webb

Vacancy

CHURCH WARDENS:

Thurlestone:

nellstamp@btinternet.com 07742 612983

Woodleigh:

Mrs Nell Stamp

Mr Peter Gornall Furzey Orchard, Thurlestone TQ7 3NS 560333

LAY READERS:

The Rectory, Homefield, Thurlestone TQ7 3LF

Revd. Daniel Hartley

PRIEST IN CHARGE:
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