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6ur Front Oover is : : :

A VILLAGE VOICE

SPECIAL GFPFER

Another superb cover by IAN HUBBARD., And this time readers of Village
Volde can get their own specikl print of this marvellous picture of the
0ld Lych Gate of Thurlestone All Saints Church,

Mr Hubbard has produced a limited edition of 100 of these prints, with-
wout any overprinting, each one numbered and signed by the Artist. They
are on art paper, ready for framing and measure 13 inches by 11 inches.,

They are available to readers of Village Voice at the specially reducéd
price of £4 dach. Non-readers will have to pay £5 to get a print.

To see the prints and claim your'owﬁ copy call in at the Burwood Gallery
at the top of the wvillage, or book your print by calling Len or Kate
Hubbard on Kingsbridge 560731,

The Lych Gate originally stood at the exact right-hand corner of . the.
Churchyard and was.built of timbers from an old shlpwreck. The Gate

was moved to 1tg present position by the Reversnd Peregrine Arthur Ilbert,
who was Rector from 1839 to 1895, Under his direction new wells. wers o
built in the present position and the old roof was lifted bodlly across
by a numbeér of men from the village. Lo :

They were rewarded for their efforts with pome cider and for ever after—
-wards, or so they say it seemed, Mr. Ilbert used %o say that the roof
was moved by "cldraullc pressure“ !

“Qver the years the roof deteriorated, and in the early 1900's the
Reverend Frank Coope, Rector from 1897-1921, had already noted that. .
“"the roof is now quite rotten and needs renew1ng". This was done qulte
recently and today the timbers are strong and sound. '

ﬁLth gates:are so—balled_because the word Plych™ or "lich" was early
English for "corpse" and it was at these gates that the bearers could
wait- under shelter until the priest came to meet the funeral procession.

The SUBSCRLPITION RATE for Village Voice is 70p per copy ineluding post
~and packing. Cheques should be made payable to 'Village Vaice Magazine!
The Magazine is issued free to residents only, Normally coples may be
obtained from Mr., Morley, Newsagent, Village Stores, Thurliestone, price
35p. and the Post Office Stores, South Milton also., It is regretted that
copies of Village Voice cannot be issued to holiday houme occupants except
for payment of 35p. Village Voice is a non-~-profit making project - and
and publishing and distribution is carried out by wvoluntary workers |
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Backing David Bellamy

In this issue we have included a publication about the MARINE CONSERVATTION
SOCIETY, We believe that it is only through this organisation and the Coastal
Anti-Pollution League that we will ever get anything done about the shame of

Leag Foot, or "Thurlestone North" as the planners iike to call it.

As you receive this edition of Village Voice, the Marine QonservaﬁiongSociety,
whose President is P}ince Charles, and the'Ooéstal-Aﬁti-Pollution League have
joined forces and are launching thelr "Clean Britain's Beaches" campaign. We
hope this campaign which we are supporting will make even South West Water do
gsomething about Thurlestone's sewage discharge into the stream and sea at Leas?
Foot, '

Marine biologist and iv persdnality David Bellamy is Vice-President of the
Marine Conservation Society and is a good friend of Village Voice, He tells us
that the campaign which will start in earnest in thelsummer - when the touristg
are gtraining all Britain's primitive sewage systemé - will be aimed first at :
gétting the full facts. This means that thefe will be two surveys carrled out
during the summer. The first, off the beaches, will be a full sclentific
investigation. The second will be visual. The result will be the most compre-

~hensive survey of Britain's beaches ever carried out.

I% is in the second part of the survey that the Marine Conservation Society
would like all readers of Village Voice, indeed everyone, to report to the

. Society. It i1s here, sap David Bellamy, that YOU can help by sending the Society
reports of what you see and when. The Society's address is on the leaflet which
is enclosed.

"Thig 18 not a polltical cempaighy says David - "and we wave banners of no
particular eolour. Our organisations simply believe that we deserve a better |
seashore and our beaches deserve better from us. There are simple solutions fo
gewage on the éhore. With sensible treatment and sensible disposal, the sea can
cope with these:particular wastes,. "

"We need to see: that these solutions'afe applied - and we need your help to do
0. Unless you want to go down to the éhore arid guffer the massive indignity of
bathing in your own excrement amongét solid offensive wastes, in waters that may

make you 1ill, then join us in our campaign for a cleaner sea.W

Village Voice is backing Bellamy., And we know you will too, Let's use the

muscle of these powerful societies t0o clean up leas Foot.

WHAT DO YOU THINK agbout all the fuss about who supplies war material to whom?

It really is rather 'old hat', for during the Napoleonic wars, such was the

world-wide demand for British products, that the soldieré of Napoleon marched
t0 Austerlitz in boots made in Worthampton, and to cap that, Bonaparte's 7
soldiersﬂlay down to die in the retreat from Moscow on the Russian Steppes in

greatcoats made in Leeds.
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‘Gover Pleture by IEN HUBBARD of Burwood Gallery Thurlestone

 Number 25 (No.2 New Series) 5th Year.  MARCH/APRIL 1987.

‘ .- llere we are again, Thank you for your praise, Thank you for.
your criticism, 411 of 1t, we think, deserved! We. shall try to do

better, And we hope that you think the mix of articles in this
copy proves that we are people of our word, S o

. - Por example, famous local suthor Anne Born wag specially . ..
commissioned: to write the artiéle inside which tells you how %o
write @ book — or at least to make a proper start., We are running
this, of course, in your interest. But to be falr we have an .
interest too. The more authors we hdve in the area the better -
just as long as they remember to supply Village Voice with articles
after they become rich and famous. ‘ o ' g -

Tneide too is more from Neville Oswald, who caused no’ end of
o gtir lagt time with his piece sbout local house names, This time
het's writing about names again, but now hets moved his sharp focus
ont from the names on the houges to the names of those who lived in

~. them,; Does your name CTrop up on Dr,0swald's list?

: Those are just two of our star writers' offemwixgs. But we've
_ got much more., Here's a visit to another Thurlestone Vatately
neme", a review of a new book about Thurlestone, a drive, a walk,
details of why local girls should run away from peacocks, the inside
story of the good-0ld bad-old days of farming, that dreadful
“columnist called Walter Dee, Villager with his own special look at
our.life, and pages and pages of the things you ought to know if
you will insist on living here. .

And do you khow we've even got our own, our very own, CroSs-—
word puzzle. ‘

Who could possibly ask for anything more?



Knowing abol
whw YOU be

new aC]Q\/OLCQ series o mfeveﬂ“mq
Taﬁes? 0 PO.’lftS‘ vourd about - o -

It seems to have puzzled & lot of people - why on earﬁh ig the
only garage in Thurlestone called Bantham Garage?

To discover the angwer you have to go back quite a few years
to the days‘when Bantham Garage reslly was in Bantham, run by Hr.
S.P,Dent,. and tucked in at the “°°* of the Sloop, It was NMr.Dent,
by the way, who built Pipers Bench, now being restored to its former
glory and still with one of the finest views in the area ~ out over
Balls Park, across the valley of the Buckland Stream to the sea and
Burgh Island.

It wag Dent who transferred his gerage business to Thurlestone
in 1925, building it where it is today on the site of an abandoned
quarry (See Tootnote), IHe built the centre section of the garage
firsgt, then the one on the right as you face it., During this second
stage of the building, he cut into the hedge and incﬁrred the wrath
of the Church, who for gome reason owned that particular hank., Not
one to muck about, Dent promptly offered to buy the hedgebank and,
perhapg to his surprise, a deal was agreed, That 1s why that bank
verging on the village car park ~ a strip some eight feet wide - is
today on a separate deed all to itself.

After that Mr.Dent expanded his garage the other way and built
the third gection last of all, ;

But why still the Bantham Garage? Why didn't Dent change the
name? The simpie answer is that he couldn't ~ there alrecady was a
Thurlestone Garage, next to the Village Inn and part of the Hotel.
This had been in operatibn since before the Mrst World War. How:
of course it has ceased to function as a garage and the petrol pumps
too are gone, ‘ o

Bantham Garage today,at the top of the village of Thurlestone,
has o fine reputation for repairs and service., It is Thurlestone's

garage even though it has never changed its name, and is now run by

Blight Engineering, Maurice Blight having brought his expertisge from
Spreyton, near Okehampton, to Thurlestone in 197r,

Tootnote: If the idea of & quarry at the tgp of the village
street surprises you, then you should know that these small quarries




!
were epened whenever;a farﬁef or=builder found-ﬁ suﬁply of'suitable
s%onelclose to the surface. They were\dotted all round thisfafea,
There are two in Ball Park. There was another almost on the beach
on the Westeérn (or smelly side) of Legs Teot,-On eld six~inch
Ordnane Surfey maps it is marked no1d Quarry“r{close'by is the
vording "01d Shafts" and ‘those whpﬁuse‘the South~West Path will

know that there is a sinister lnoking hole railed off there today.
' oooOooo. . - :

/0 named hal /éo%

Our "What's In a Name" piece from the prolific pen of Ngville 
Oswald has get the village talking. And some distinguished Tt
residents have been telling us .how their houses got thelr names..

Arpinum, for éxample, was the property of Mr,and Mrs Bryan-
Brown and they named .1t after'a small village to the. South-East
of Rome, Was it a lovely village? we asked Mrg.Bryan-Brown, who
now lives in Warren Road. "ot at all," ‘she replied, "in fact I.
thought it rather dulli" Why then name the house in Eddystone
Road after it? ' L ;

Because Arpinum (now called Arpina) was the village 1o which
Cicero, Publie Orator of Rome, retmred. And Mr.,Armitage Bryan-Brown
was algo a*Public Orator - at Oxford and he lectured there on
icero too. S0 what better name to give to the Devon retirement
home of a Public Orator) {

Take next the home of Miss Diana Ide at .Bantham which is called
Quayle (not Quayley please Nevilie!). Quayle was so named. by the
previous owner after a fishing family of the Isle of Man, who
taught him all he knew about boats and .fishing and sailing and tn
whom he was forever grateful., The spelling on hex letters 1s often
Quail, says Miss Ide, despite all her cfforts to spread the right

idea. c . o L, h
And then there's Celts Corner, home of artist Mrs,Hilda Davies,
who is just completing the preparation of her memoirs for [
publication., She recalled for us how her house got its.name. The
plot on_which the house was bulilt was called "Clems Close', but
as Clem Attlee was. Prime Minister at the time, Mrsg,Davies didn't
want to be allied to shy particular party so she decided . to keep
the initials - C.C¢, - and aast around for another name to fit,

Tn the end a guest said "Why not call it Celts Corner -~ after all
your husband is Weléh and you have' Cornish ancestry..." And so Celts
Gorner it was. 5 o

Aind ag for "Just-a~Cottage'..well the story goes that when
Charlie Hill, the village postman for many years, married Beatty,
she would:-have liked one of the new council houses, but when
Charlie got the cottage from his father, Beatty saild scornfully:
iWhy it's just a cottagel™ And so it was. :

nd that's all about names for the moment, We'd like to hear
from you about how your house got its name. Don't bother to write
~ a phone call will do just as well,
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KENDALL McDONALD rev1ews a book about mhurlestone cnc e '{ 1 .

VERY l\/!UCH

A

You know welfe.building up a:hice little library of books about
Thurlestone. Fi}ef tﬁere-ﬁas the Revefend Frank Egerion Coepe's "Thurlestone
Church and Parish," which was written in the early 1900's. This book is
without doubt the standard work about tho village and many others, including

mygelf, have crlbbed from it shamelessly.

Next came my "Just-a-Cottage (1974) and then "More Than Just-a-Cottage,"
(1981). ‘Then, in 1983, "Thurlestone Golf. Glub" by .Dr. Neville C, Oswald

made. 1ts appearance.

And now here is "The Thurlestone Hotel Famlly Conoern u wrltten by
_Peter Pugh ‘and publlshed by Book Production Consultants. It is available
to anyone who calls at the Hotel for £3.95,_but 1t_1s expectEd to appear

in local bookshops soon, -

This is of course the story of the Grose famlly and the Thurlestone
Hotel from the moment that William John Grose and-his Margaret Amelia,
together_w1th thelr four young sons, moved from Trevilder, near Wadebridge
in;Cornwell; to farm in the‘Soﬁth Hams at Court Barton in 1895. And the
gtory brings us right up to the present day. On the way the story becomes;
more than the history of a hotel and much more a chronicle of the times din .

Thurlestone through which the main eharacters lived., -
It makes'fascinating reading.

Anyone who enjoys Thurlestone will enJoy thls book, whether re31dent .
casual v151tor, or one of those dovotees of the Hotel who have become so0
addicted to it that they rate themselves by the number of years they have
been coming without missing a single summer.

The "Famlly Concern" 1is alweil-illustfatedlbook'ef'61 big pages with
colour cover and four pages of full cover inside devoted to the ingide of

the hotel ag it is today.‘

Concluded overpage:-

AMILY CONCE lzt\u/ a

n




Book review continued,

Thig use of colour is not surprising. The book is after all
designed to be a good publicity vehicle for the hotel and all its
works, as well as being a?good read. -

And good read it is all right, In parts there are some of the
most fearless exposures of the politics of Thurlestone past that
it has ever been my pleasure to boggle- over,

Read for example the gripping gstory of the man who decided the
Hotel was ruining the village and tried to shut it down!

Read about the barmaid, who not only doled out free drinks %o
all and sundry, but felt the rest of the takings were her own lucky
dip., It took years though to discover the reason for the losgses in
the bar. |

Read about the man who signed a petition against himself,

_ Read how the golf course landowner sold Thurlestone in a fit of
temper. ' .

Read how Margaret Amelia foiled a dastardly scheme and bought
the hotel at auction for £4050 ~ just £50 above her opponent's limit.

Oertainly after reading this book you could never:say that
the village was a quiet little place. There's much more in the
book and 1 am not going to spoil it for you., Suffice it to say
that when they mounted an antl-~aircraft gun on the Hotel roof, it
might have been for home defence!

READERS of Village Voice's last edition will have noted the
work on Snowdons and the 01d Post Office detailed in the
article called "PYearses Farthing', the 1777 name of the house,
They will be interested to know that later work revealed that
buried in one back wall was a tiny wooden frame, which contained
just one little arch~shaped piece of glass with lead gtilll
wrapped around it. So old was the wood that it practically
crumbled away, But the Intention was clear - angled stones
in front of the glass would have given a wide-angle view from
the inside looking out over an area which was probhbly once a
courtyard.

This leaves two questions, which will proably never be

answered: .

1) Where did those villagers of long ago get that single
piece of leaded light? Glass, remember, was Vvery,very
expensive,

2} Was thisg a leper light? When lepers wandercd free,
these little windows were installed to ensure that no
door was opened to them.

oo W




INTRODUCING THE VILLAGE VOICE WALKS..

While some walk just for the pleasure of it, some others must
have a reason for their stroll, Village Voice begins here a series
of walks, all of which have a point to them, Walk No.l leads us
to the spot where you are actually Standlng over the site of a
terrible wreck, Here then is the story a4f and the walk to...

William Wise's

e | | O

WILLIAM WISE was & seaman aboard HMS Ramillies, a man o' war
of 90 guns. He was onc of her crew of 734 men at sea on Tebruary
15, 1760 when a hurricane hit the South-West, Trees were torn up,
hougses lost their roofs, haystacks disappeared and even whole
cottages were blown down., In Plymouth, as in every other harbour
in Southern BEngland, ships were smashed and sallors drowned, And
out where William Wise was, conditions were so appalling that ships
either ran before the wind with bare poles, or struggled to find
any sort of shelter from the stormy blasts. ‘

Ramillies was on her way with the Channel Squadron to join the
Fleet in Quiberon Bay and dutifully kept her station near the
Royal Wllliam, the flagship of Admiral Edward Boscawen, It says &
great deal for the seamanship of Ramillies! captain, who bore the
strange name of Wittewronge Taylor, that,despite the huge winds,
he had managed to stay with the flagship for Ramillies was long
past her prime and leaking badly,

A1l hands were at the pulips and teams of men with buckets were
baling too., Pinally she was making so much water that Captain
Taylor had no choice but to turn and run. All that night she ran
up Channel with the South-West hurricane behind her, In the dawn
she had no idea where she was - rain and spray enveloped themn,

But towards noon in a gap in the rain they suddenly had a glimpse
of an island off shore, The sailing master identified it as TLooe
Island, which meant that he was still to the Weot of Plymouth and
the shelter of the Sound wag not far away.

Unfortunately,; he was totally and utterly wrong, He had the
the wrong island., What he had seen was Burgh Island. And now he
made another dreadful mistalke, Thinking all he haod to do was to
get around Rame Hedd and into the shelter of Plymouth Sound, he
gset saill to get round the great headland they could now see through
the spray clouds over the bow.

It was a fatal move, The wind drove them into the cliffs and
the backward suck of the great swell breaking and rushing high up
the rocks drew Ramillies in, Now Captain Taylor took back command
of the ship from the sailing master, "Let go the main sheet", he
shouted and William Wise and James Robuck did as they were ordercd,

Now the huge crowds on-the c¢liffe - & ship in trouble always
drew huge numbers of people to the shore in hope of =& piece of the
wreck - were looking right down on Ramillies, She was only 400 yards
from the c¢liffs. At about thot moment the main~mast went over the
gide and so did the mizzen, Down went her anchor, But unforlunately




ags it did it got tangled with the smaller bower anthor and both
went down ‘together, Both cables crossed one another, but the .
anchors held’ and brouﬂht the ship bow. to wind, It wes 2 p,m.- :
AL ufternoon she- held but just before dusP the two archor cabL£
sawing €6ross éne another finally parted, She swung broadside to
the neXt™ great wave and" her starboard. side struck the.rocks.:Her
bow ! ground Found - end now-ehe was 1n the omuehlng meehlne between
the waves and- the- rocks, S . -

Walls of water swept over her, The Oaptaln of Marlnes went off
his hedd and- merohed about declalmlng poetry. . The boatswain who.
had ~brought-his young ‘son ‘to sea with him, tried to save the child
b “flinging him on 10 the rohks, only to'see the. child's brains
'8ashed out.,: Soconde later the boeun 8. 11fe1ess body 301ned that
of his'son 1n “the eurf

Men struggled soreamlng to.ijump off the'ehlp on to the rooks,
Most -were flung to their-deaths like atraws ag the waves ehot o
thém-high in the-air up the cliff facé., Only 26 men managed - out
of. 734 - to. get some sort of grip and drag themselves 1nto oraoks
and- crevices where the weves could not get them, -« - :

Willism Wiee wag the last man away. He let down the starboard
stern ladder, scrambled down it and theew himself on to .the rocks.
As he did so, andther monstrous wave 1iftéd what was ]eft of ‘the
ship and smashed it down on his right leg, turning most of it into
pulp. Deeplbe this he got up and dragged himself into a small
gully away from the sea, When he looked back the- ship was gone.
A1l that was left was firewood in: the froth-and everywhere were - |
the ‘mangled bodies of his shipmetes, William Wise turned.away and ,
started Lo drag himself tuft. by tuft, crevice by:crevice, up the
cliff, ‘1Ie -hadn'+t gone far before it. was completely dark.TFlnally_
he Slld 1nto a- hole and oould £0 no:. further..; :u_“___ ‘”*“T o

The Walk starts by the 01ld Lifeboet House in Hope Gove, ‘tucked -
in agalnst thc side of Bolt Tail itself, By the lifeboat . slipway
a gate 1euds on to National Trust - property and part of our route
w1]1 be along the South-west Path. - . R S e e

Though our-walk is going to take us’ up sOme 300 feet ;1t dlg- not
g vidlent climb and is casily mangged, At first the. path ‘takes
you “through some low woodland and wheri you emerge from thei”;ﬂ'jjj
overhanglng bushes, you-: w111 gee, you ‘have a. ch01ce of paths up A
to the crest of Bolt Tail. You can take either. The one to your-
right takes you around the curve of Bolt Tail, The path dlreotly
ahead 1s steeper, but 1eade more directly to the top,.

We teke the rlghtnhend peth CAs you appIo oadh the Weetwerd
tlp of Bolt Tail, “look back for a super view, If the sun s
shining,. ClOue in are the whlte cottages and houses of. Hope
contrasting with the pale blue sea, Those black rocks Juttlng
out from Hope are of partloulur interests The big long one with
grasg, on.the top. ig the Shippen Rock; . said to be the site of the
wreck of the San Pedroc E1 Mayor, the Spanleh Armada ship which
circumnavigated Britain only to_be finelly driven ashore here,

Look' further West and you cen of course see the Rock and
beyond that -the houseg of the Mead, Purther West is Burgh Island,
which the Ramillies mistook for Looe Isdand, 26 miles further.
West before Plymouth, -and - the entrance to Plymouth Sound - ie in
among those very. dletant headlends._‘ :

"Now. for Ramlllles. If yOu are- uelng maps you should elther be
on the 31x—1noh Ordnance  Survey Shéet S5X 63 NE or the emaller L
Sheet 202, You'!ll see Ramillies (ove'dn -there, but take no notice ~
she isn't there and never has been, Village Voice will put you




Village Voice walk oontinued:

right! Follow thé loWer path to the East just under the crest

of the cliffs, A broader path goes along the top and that might
be a quicker way and safer on a really windy day. Put your dog on
a lead and do not leave the path or go :down the slbpes for a
‘better view - or yolt may be unable to stop when you want to! This
~lower path leads along below the Coastguard Lookout on the tip of
Bolt Tall and is narrow. - S Lo L :

. After the deep red rocks of Redtrot Cove and the .deep chasm oOf

Partridge Cove, the path will soon lead you round the indentation
called Whitechurch and .climbs up fo a smell peak, From this spot
the path goes down and across a grass and bracken area, which seems
to swoop down to the sea. Sticking out of the right centre of this
grassy area.and slightly below you on the path is a grey rock -
outcrop. It is small bubt the only one 4in the area so you can't
miss 1t. Some: 50 yards on from this outcrop and you are standing
. right over the grave of the Ramillies. ILiterally right over it for
part of the ship was driven into a cave under your feet and there-
are three cannon inside the cave to this day. Where you are is
the spot too where the people of Hope and roundabout lookid down
on the wréck more than two centuries.iago, When you look down today
you may well see a diving boat anchored below you for divers &re
carrying out an underwater archaesological investigation of the
site at the present time. ' ' . .

Are you sure you are in the right place? You can chack it
very easily. If you continue along the path to the Last it will .
take you up to join the main path, As the two paths come together.
they open out on to an area of tufty grass. 4 short distance on-
and you will come to the site of the old Coastguard practice mas?.
for use!with their rocket apparatus. The mast has been moved but
the foundations are clear to see, If jyou reach thig point you have
gone too far, : R e

But .before you leaf¥e the area, look around at the depressions -
or pits inthe surface at the top of the cliff, One of these was
for years known'as William Wise's Pit..Yes, William Wise survived
having been found in one of thosé pits the next morning and then
carried down. to Hope. Which pit? No one seems to know today -~
perhaps. one of the older residents in Hope can tell us, That ends
our walk.and unless you are fit enough to walk on #ive miles to
Salcombe, we suggest you wander back the way you came, -

’

WHILE on the subject of wrecks and cliffs and things like
that,can any twitcher -- which wé are told ornithologists are
called today - erlighten us., Are those big black birds, whidh
gwoop and tumble over the sea cliffs hereabouts, ravens? And
how do you tell-a raven from.a crow? And if those birds. are
ravens, can-any one tell us where Raven Rock, Bamtham, is
.today. You see there was a ship called DRIAD lost on Raven
Rock in the Great 8torm of. 1774 and we'd like to find her.

AND WHILL on the subject of birds, here i1s a message from -’
GhriSHBroomhead, our village thatcher, Chris, whose‘bird—mark”
is &preading all over Thurlestonet!s thatchy parts, has just placed
a very fine kestrel on the roof of Just-a-~Cottage, but now says:
"Don't anyone else ask for a kestrel. 1'm right off kestrels...
It took me longer to do than thatching the roofi" -
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There is only three of us to do all the work of producing, publishing and
assembling and stapling. the magazine ready for distribution. Because ' the 54
pages of this (we hope you will consider is a super issue) - we had to commence
assembly work somehwat early, and in consequence the items on these two pages
could not be stapled in, but we felt they were of such local interest we just had
to include them - and, anyway we could not let down people we had asked to send

in contributions. ﬁ—</‘—\7 T \ ____ \\/ \7'

The year got off to 3 good start with .a: Christmas Lunch Party, followed by
comic sketches and .songs by #hé Drama Group. This was the occasion when the- new’
President, Val-Brown, was in the chair for the firgt time ana outgoing Preésident,
Pat MacDonald, was presented with a large boquet of flowers 'as a "thank you" from
the members for her 3 Years of office, , .

On a wild December night some 20 members braved the elements and a Force Nine
gale to carol-sing in the village, the first port of call being "Charnwood" where

a warm welcome awaited them. Slow progress was made through the village before
wet and half-frozen singers were forced to give up and dash for the shelter of
the Hall wherein to ‘enjoy hot punch and mincepies, But as a result of their -
struggles, members raised £50 for the Imperial Cancer Research Fund, and the W.IL.
would like to-.thank all those people who gave so generously and to ‘say "sorry"
to all those they. had to miss out,

Merion Brice.from South Milton was the first speaker in 1987, and she showed
the preparation and cooklng of supper dishes, demonstrating an imaginative range
-of-ltems not usually tackled when using an unknown cocker, (hAg Mrs. Brice pointed
out "There!'s always a reason why a cooker is given to a village hall'") She
jproduoed excellent results which were much-enjoyed by the. tasters and raffle-
winners; . desplte the vegarles of the. stove. . 2

. Several members went to Lxeter to dlscuss a. short llst of 11 Resolutlons for
the WI's: Annual General Meeting at the Albert Hall in June, and to vote'on which
they would like. to seée’'on the final agenda. gimilar meetings are taking place
~all over the- country wherever there is a WI, and thé 3 such meetings held. in
Devon all chose the same First three, concerned with Consumer Credlt Enylronmental
Pollution and Irredlatlon of Tood. - CL :

Sadly Thurlestone lost. to South Huish in the first round of the County
Scrabble competition but a good time was had by all. However, on Tebruary 18th
‘We hope to redeem ourselves when the skittles team meets West A1v1nbton and East
Allington at The Taverners, Aveton Gifford. - C -

" A microwave "Teach-in" will be held ‘at the Parish Hall on Thursday March 5th
from 2 to 4 p.m. This is open %o everyone, WI members or not, and this, of course,
'1ncludes gentlemen. Please ring lirs. MacDonald on 560436 for further details.

At the time of goirg to press we are looking forward to our February meetlng
which will inelude a talk by lMr. C.Easter of Chillington on the "Story of Brass
Rubbings®™ - g look at the costumes and social conditions of the subjects.

Qur meeting on March 12th will have P. G W. Dixon giving us some tlps on self-
defenc] .

In December we were sad to gay goodbye to Grace Holden, who has moved away-
to live in Hampshire where we understand she has already joined the WI at Hook.
We send her good wishes and our thanks for her hard work as a“former Secretary.
We have also said au revoir to Vee Raymont, who hag gone to Exnouth, and she too
has joined her nearest WI, Marley. Vee was .also a hard-working Seceetary. and
member of the drama group, but we will have the pleasure of seeing her from time
to time. Very sadly, Australia is a long way off and that is where Jeanette
Bickford has 'gone to live, She was a hard working committee member and whén she
went as a Delegate to any meetings we always knew we would get an excellent report
~ ghe dld'nt ever disappoint us. Good luck, Jeanette} we'll miss you! OVERPAGE : —
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W.I. NEW S5 - continued:

Thig is'tHe yesr that Thurlestone & West Buckland WI reaches the. grand old
age of 60 - ‘and our diamond year will be marked by speclal celebrations during
the week of November 9th:- so watch this space 1

“You're not a member of WI ? Please come along to any of our meetlngs and
gee 1f you. llke ug .- you needn't Join directly, you can come as a guegt. We .
meet every second THURSDAY 'in the ‘month at the Parish Hall, 2.30 p.m. We are
a non-party- political non-sectarian, educational charity.. come and make some
new friends,: see new faces, make fresh oontacts,,oeand have lots of fun at the -

game time | “_'"bf ”_‘“: S i : ' Pat MacDonald.

Secretary Mrs Betty, Phllllps may be contacted on (Klngsbrldge) 560763

Thurlesione Péz/ﬂ/f/? /%Z i

- Furstly an apology to thoae who were unable to use the Hall during the "blg freeze'.

~changes are %o be made to minimigse any further risks,

Thurlestone Hotel - the Speaker is yet to be arranged.

Despite every possible precaution being taken - system drained and. the anti-frost
heating being turned on, we still froze up with the inevitable bursis and three
inches of water in the toilets and entrance hall, All is now well and certaln

Work on the Car Park is due to start at any time - it may even be completed .
before you read this. The external painting and replacement of the doorsrw1ll
commence in the Sprlng, ‘ : :

All this very necessary work has cost more than we antlclpated so:a‘Car qut.
Sale is being organised for the Spring/early Summer. Pull details. in the next
edition, - Our President, Rear/admiral A.E.Bickford has at last managed to
overcome the bureaucracy of Australis House and will be leaving Thurlestone
around the middle of February, The Committee arranged a small party for Charles

" and Jeanette at which e suitably inscribed presentation was made in- apprecletlon
‘of all the work they had done over the last ten years to redcue ‘the Hall from ‘
"bankruptcy and .so place it firmly om the road to recovery. Our very best w1shes

go to them both for thelr future happinesg in "the land of 0z",

- D.M. YEOMAN
Chalrman -~ Parish Hall Commltteeoh

B e T L e e P
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THUPLF STONE PROBUS CLUB

At the last meeting on January 9th. Ray Sharman gave an extremely interestlng
talk, illustrated by slides, of his visit to the Yosemlte Valley in Californla,

”a really fasclnating and beautlful area.

Our next meetlng on the 13th Tebruary will be the ALG.I H., but by - the. time
this copy 1s received it will be all over and the new officersiand committee
appointed for 1987/88.-  The March Meeting will take place on the 13th at the

D, 1. YEOMAN Seoretary

CHARLES _JEANETTE BICKFORD. ‘The departure of Rear/Adml. and Mrs Ch&rLes,
Blckford in February to pastures new in Queensland, Australia, will leave the
v1}1age of ‘Phurlestone with a gap it will be hard to fill. _

Charles and Jeanetté gave a 1ot to the village they have llved in"for the
past 12 years. - to the' Parish Hall, the Church, the Horticulfural ShOW'and the
W L.y ‘'who all benefitted from thelr con51derab1e help and hard work in 'gd ‘many
quiet ways - and they gave that help so willingly, uncomplainingly and rellably,
a rare combination! They take with them 51ncerest good wishes to thelr new

life from their many frlends in the village. A e ANON




For around £400 more than the
‘price of a Hvundai Stellar GSI,

~ yau can buy a basic Cavalier 1.6,

But you won't have central
locking, electric windows, a

J speed gearbox or stereo radio
cassette. No wonder people are
buying Hyundai.

Test drive a Stellar today.

The Hyundai Pony 1.3L 5 door -
costs L4998,
The Ford Escort 1.3L 5 door
costs £6677. -
We sugiest you laok closely al
both these stylish, practical and
comfortable haichbacks and
decide if the £1679 difference
is really justified.

No wonder people are buying
Hyundai.

K. HERBERTS OF PLYMOUTH

MAIN DEALER — PLYMOUTH & SOUTH HAMS

BILLACOMBE ROAD - PLYMSTOCK - PLYMOUTH
| 2 42413 '
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK = * SUNDAY VIEWING

SPECIALIST IN NEW & QUALITY CARS
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"T0 A DOGn 2

A Dog it's said is man's Best Frlend

But is this really so ...

For if your friends left mess behlnd

You'd tell them where to go.

Why should we have to:move this
£filth

Or scrape it off our shoes.

This should be in your garden,

The place for your Dog's loo's !

(Sigﬁed)

{(And a local one too 11 )

A. Dog Owner

'JUST THE JOB'

For All Your Cdd Jobs

Bulldlng - Gardening - General
Malntenance etc.

Contact:

MICHAEL KILLICK a%t

2 Tairfield (lose
Waterside Park i
Kingsbridge. o

Telephone: KINGSBRIDGE 2263

WHATEVER NEXT ?

Headline in a farming journal:
"Swimming in a Sea of Milk¥. Pears
that USA farmers would be plunged
deeper into debt by a new bilo-tech
product have been expregsed by a
leading American agricultural
economist. A new bio~tech product
'Bovine Growth Hormone/ (BGH)
promises to inecrease milk produc-
~tion by 10 to 25 percent and is
scheduled to marketed in 1988 -
would spell eccnomic disaster for
many (US) dairy farmers.

The concern,.is that use of the
hormone would flood *the market with
more surplus milk.,

It was sald ‘that some dairy scients.
-ists researching the use of the
hormone belisve that only fabmers
with very high quality, high pro-
-tein forage could afford to us

the product efficiently.

Can we hope no one will want to
import and use the damn stuff on our
cows. I'm not against the profmt
motive - I am against being dosed
with milk hormone' or heef ditto -
are you? W.D.
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VILLAGE VOICE is proud to introduce ANNMNE BORN to thoge readers who
have not yet read her gplendld books about th1s area of Devon or
enjoyed her poetry. Here thls famoua local author passes on gome
of her‘seorets to those who have been told "You ought o write a
bqok”_and’encouragéS‘Oﬁe and all to..,

§y Nane Bofn

Tt's a well—known saying that everyone has at least one book in
them., Well, it makes sense. Fvery life is a story, a variation on
a theme or several themes. Iveryone has a fair knowledge of sone
or many other 1ife stories., Not a few have the imagination to add
a few colourful details, at least in thought, to their own and
others'. stories. BEven if not to tell tales, each individual is
bound to interpret others' words and actions differently ~ you
can't get right inside someone else's head~ and how well in fact
do. we always interpret our own°

. All thls enlarges the scope of story—telllng,_true or 1mag1ned
30 what's yours° Ju%t about everyone can compose a story and the
types to tell are endless, Seriously, you may want to write.
autobiography. There are many ways of doing this, perhaps. you
hadn't thought of that? It can be in straight prose, chronologic-
ally from birth to where you're at now; it can be a detailed
agcount of early, middle or late childhood, or & pqrtlcular school
term; it could describe one single event, Journey or piece of work;
if you prefer not to be too subjective 1t could dwell most on the
people closest to you, or & special relationship. You could
concentrate on a hobby or interest, a special discovery or :
predilection. It might lead on to a book on gardening or cookery
or philosophy or natural history! '

Then the form: it needn't be prose. You could wrlte in the form
of poemss or letters or diaries. A series of articles to a
perlodloal Or it could be in photographs or your owh draw1ngs or
paintings.

[3

Once when the poet Philip Tarkin was asked why he wrote he. sald:

'T write to record something,' That is one of the strongest reasons
for autoblography. The pace of life has changed at such frenzied
speed in this century that the 1950s.seem another age - look at the
films and photographs taken then! Particularly in the country the
recent past seems both near and far: some things , like land -

and seascape, remain relatively unchenged and contrast sharply with
the latest inventions. The microlite hums over 300 million-year-old
ollffs, the massive power boat gooms into the harbour past the
angler on his rock and the Salcombe yawl, descended from early
crabbing boats., Venerable bells: ring out from medieval towers whose
roofs made excellent storage hideaways for 18th and 19th century
contraband, Thurlestone iricluded. In the church the vicar uses the
latest 8ud10 equipment, We make history in our lives. Writing it



ANNE BORN continued:s

adds t0: the regords. And the best piece of advice writers can have
is: write about what yow know., And to make a proper mark you must
wrlte with the "gédentisl ink -of feeling, = -

"You may preferits iwprite -straight nistory, “mény do. Thig is
invaluable too.in.the cause.of preservation and.conservation.
How much local hlstory needs to be written everyone knows, To
begin is to join an association of friends that will give lasting
mutual inspiration. It's worth spending some time pondering on the
subjecdts that appeal to you: whether prehistorie, medieval or
modern perlods. Industries and occupations through the ages..
Industrial archaeology is a fascination I'd never have thought
would be mines And a word of warning: the infectidn grows and cen
get fanatical! My. own pasclon for guarries has ﬁrlends and family
groaning and headshakipg semetimes, Q¥ it may be one of the many
gtyles of architecture: oountry houses, castles, churches, or
vernacular architecture: farms and their buildings a2nd barns,
cottages, toll houses,_ such rarltles as ice houses or follies.

Whatever you plan to research and write, unfalllng help and

- courtesy are available from the West Country Studies Library and

Devon Record Office in Exeter or the West Devon Record Office. .and
local hlstory library +in. Plymouth, Our local museuns, the C
Cookworthy in- Kingsbridge, the summer maritime museum. and Overbecks
at Salcombe, ‘gre rich in materials too. The most. prec1ous souroes
of 1nformat10n perhaps are stored in the memories of loc¢al | o
r381dents, who are. usually very willing to pass. them on.if. they
don't want: to wrlte themselves., Personally I've found. talklng to
people and going out on: fieldwork investigating, subgects far’ the
most enjoyable prrt of -the job.

Of’ course you need a plan for whatever you do, How compléex and
rigid or flexible depends on you. Making notes is bound to be: a
feature, and, keeping accurate references: title of bhook or
document, where held and catalogue number, author's name anad-

ubllsher's if poselble, date of publication snd page numbers." ‘
.your guotes come from, sre vitally impoxtant and must be cross=':
checked towards the end of the projmct. The historian's nightmate

18 a file of unreferenced notes -- and it's even more of a nightw’

mare to his fellow researchers! The same goes for illustrations,
whether your own' sketches or photos or those of others,. whlch you
must always get permission to use, as with modern-’ publlshed
material of all kinds, because of copyright. o o

When after great enjoyment and interest you have assembled 211
your material, or all you have time to collect, for there is never
an end to ‘the riches, and are ready to write, you must think -about
presentation. Even if you are not considering publication you
should produce a typescript on standard lines: in double-spacing
with an.inch of mgrgin all round., Spelling is still quite import-
ant and so is punctuation, Thig latter has been streamlined. in
recent years, which means chiefly that you should only use commas
‘when necesgsary, usually where there is a natural pause in the
narrative., Short words are always bedter than long oneés, English
than TLatinate., Clarity is all., Think hard, but don't let rules put
hou off, If you enjoy your writing, so will your readers, Good .
lueck! :

ABOUT THL "AUTHOR; Wiving in a house at South Sands, Salcombe,

Mrg Anne Born has already helped one Thurlestone lady %o prepare
her memoirs for publication, She is well quallfled to do so., Her
two books about Devon ~iSouth Devon, Combe, Tor and Seascape’ and
%A History of Kingsbride and Salcombo”— are w1de1y acolalmed

t3
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.Reassurance for
the Elderly
and Disabled

PIPER LIFELINE is a compact EMERGENCY ALARM

incorporating sophisticated, push button, telephone facilities.

ft is connected by public telephone line to our Central Control

which is situated in Totnes and manned 24 hours per day

every day of the year. The alarm can be activated by a

pendant radio trigger or by alarm button on the unit. For even

greater protection every unit has a unique code so that in an

emergency our staff will know who is calling, even if the
caller is too ill to speak. .g

The PIPER LIFELINE is however more than just an emergency
alarm. It is also a very sophisticated telephone system with _
several special features, including . . .

APPROVED
for use with
telecommunications

systems run by British

alecommunications
in accordance with the
conditions in the
inslructions
for use

® A remote answering facility which allows the user to
take a call, and conduct a conversation, even when
some way from the unit.

phA

@ Fast dial buttons — three, frequently used, numbers
can be dialled at the press of one button, plus a
memory containing a further 8 pre-set numbers.

Pendant
Radio
Trigger

® Last number redial — at the press of a button the last
call is redialled — ideal when you find a number
engaged.

Who can use the system?

The system is available to any elderly or disabled person
living in the District.

It is possible to BUY the alarm unit from the Council, and by
paying a ‘‘user charge’’, link into Central Control.
Alternatively, for an *‘all inclusive’’ weekly charge, the alarm
unit and link to Central Control can be RENTED from the
Council. Details of the current charges are available
separately.




How the system works...

1.

Mrs Smith has an accident in her home and
falls injuring herself. She has not fallen near the
telephone so cannot easily reach it for help.

She presses the button on the pendant she
wears around her neck which sets off the
alarm. Immediately, she knows the call for help
is being transmitted because she hears the
bleeping tone on the alarm.

Central Control receive the call and identify the
caller as Mrs Smith because of her unique code
number on her alarm equipment.

Central Control speak to Mrs Smith through the

speech module and ask her what her problem
is.

Although the door is closed between the
hallway and the kitchen (where Mrs Smith had
her fall) she can hear Central Control and they
can hear her.

Having ascertained the problem, Central Control
call the ambulance service. They also contact a
friend {name previously suggested by Mrs
Smith} who agrees to go to Mrs Smith’s home
to wait with her until the ambulance arrives.

Central Control then call Mrs Smith back and
reassure her that the ambulance is on its way
and tell her that her friend is on the way to
wait with her. '

Central Control will close the speech channel
down after making sure Mrs Smith has no other
requirements. Thus Central Control is ready and
able to deal with the next emergency.

Mrs Smith, who sustained a badly bruised
knee, returns home after her visit to the
hospital confident that if the situation had been
worse her emergencylalarm would have been
able to cope quickly and efficiently.

If you would like a Council representative to call, without obligation, please return the enclosed request formto:

Director of Planning and Housing, Follaton House, Plymouth Road, Totnes
or telephone David Ashman on Totnes 8644929

“Lifeline” Is a registered trade mark of Tunstall Telecom Limited
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Horror algruesome
L RESIDENTS STUNNED.

_By Ouf Special Reporter . : . o

= THURLESTONE, Priday.

. . Residents of this gquaint old-Devon village were still gtunnéd today
after the shock discovery of a grim relic in their midst. Fven in the
Village Stored, usually all~a-buzz with all the latest lines of gossip,
voices were hardly raised above a whisper as these real country characters -
discussed the meaning of the find. Outside, apart from the usual .thudding

of solicitors' letters through letter bhoxes, all was deathly gtill.

Fven the young mah who made the actual discovery was unavailable for
coinment as he had been transferred to other work in nearby Salcombe.
However, Village Voice has it on good authority that even when: he made the-
find, disguised as a lintel over an old fireplace, he had no idea of the
true nature of his discovery. Nor, if truth be told, had many old ‘and
distinguised residents who walked by it daily on their perambulations up
and- down the village main street. N . S

It was, in fact, a nearby resident's wife who first correctly _
identified the old. timber as it leant against the wall of 1 Snowdons' amid
the debris of the restoration work to the old building. = "That", “Faid” she,
“that looks very - -like part of some ancient stocks to mel™. This surely. must

have been a flash of real intuition, as readers can be assured she has no

experience}of,sfppks at all,

But she was wight. The ancient timber ig indeed part. of.Thurlestone's
stocks with.the place for the miscreant's neck clear to see. And it is
particularly interesting that it wasg found during work on Snowdens. - For
research in Thurlestone's literature produced the following from the
Reverend Frank.Coope's book. (Mr. Coope was Rector 1897 -to. 1921).

"Theré wére'some Stoclks which stood within the memofy of man in the
church porgh, into which naughty boys were put who behaved badly:in church..

A drunken man, having been put into thewm once, afterwards carried them off

and threw them into the stream at the bottom of Thurlestone Hill. They were
brqught‘back_again,.and, having been disused for many years, were built into
a cottige ds & lintel to a window by William Snowdon, who at ninety-two
years. of age could not remember which cottage it was."

"WellY now residents khow which cottage it was = his own! But 1t will
doubtless be some time before the repercussions of this discovery of part

‘of Thurlestone's not-so-glorious past have ceased and the village returns

to i1ts usual oalm, e e

(b

b

:GORRECTION: On the third page'éf the article nGood 01ld Days™ by Kemneth -

Weedy, Mr, Weedy says that line six which starts "Barley was the real killer™
ishould in fact refer to Wheat and not Barley. Wheat was sacked in 2% owt
units; Barley 'sacks weighed 2 cwt and Oats 1owt. :

i




UNIT?TED BENBEFICE (Thurlestone & South Milton)

The Rector and Church Offi'ce'r's would like, through the courtesy of
Vlllage V01ce, to greet all our parlshloners, and esp601a11y welcome any

_ who dre new to the dlstrlctn {

J In accordance with the general practice of the Church of England, we
J&uld llke to: ‘indicate that we gladly welcome all-comers 1o our worship
6vf whatsoever denomlnatlon, and all who are communicant members of their
own church_are welcome ﬁo ‘receive the Holy,Communlon with us at either

ohurch in the United Benefice (Thurlestone and South Milton).
At Thurlestone‘there,iﬁxa;CQlebration of Holy-éommunioh at 8 a.m.’ each
Sunday, and a Family Service at 9,20 a.m. on the first Sunday each month.

Each other Sunday the main mornihg serv1ce ig at 11.10 a.m. —;e'thgr‘

Maftlns or Parlsh Eucharist., There is also a mld—week Celebra% hiof

Holy Communion each Thursday at 8,30 a.m, .-

At South Milton main morning worshlp is at 9. 20 a. m.;(11 10 a.,m, on the
first Sunday in the month), w1th Evenﬁong or Family- Serv1ce approxlmately

tw1ce per month.
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PROVISION FOR CANDIDATES - '
ADDRESSES IN VILLAGE VOICE | r : }
i - . - . o . O /

If, in the forthcoming District ) :
and Parish Election scheduled fto D l: COR AT' .\' G

take place on Thursday Tth May,
their are sufficient nominations gz
to require an election to be ’ ’\J

in our Parish, all ‘ _(2 (:\ 5;
candidates are invited to , . — .
publish their address in the ; i ' "
pages of Village Voice. The fee 7z_ é?7 /C?/ﬂ ) ;k? é??h[ij
will be a nominal £5, .

As the number of nominations will CONTACT
not be. known until the closing

date laid down for such - -:
April Tth -~ ... we will, there- DA ID C AR

fore, extend our 'presgs! date
./f;fﬁf 5 v A L L E I S I DE
75

items are requested earlier than

until April 11th. 411 other
that date ploase.
WE S T B U C K L AND

Do please-fémember there is Now.-

charge for notification of _Klngsbﬁldge

LOCAL EVENTS . Do send in’ R

details as early as posslble, o
TELEPHONE

A1l the above refers’ to the May—
June issue.which will. ‘be .
distributed by April 30th.

KINGSBRIDGE 560792
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Thurlestone Parish VILLAGE VOICE

GOOD

\

KENNETH WEEDY

As the years slide by and i find memories
outweighing plans for the future, I wonder
increaSingly how many of those whe sigh
nostalgically for the "Good Old Deys“I really

recall how things were within our llfetlmes

I left Seale ‘Hayne in 1937 to go farming. There was no famil& ferm_to return
'to at the end of my studies and so 1 travelled the South-Western counties in
gearch of a holding. Among the first that I was offered was the tenancy of

a four hundred acre farm at Snowshill, on the Cotswolds near Broadway. It
had stood empiy for two years since the bankruptcy of the previous tenant and
the terms which I was offered were that no rent at all would be payable for
the first three years; five shilling (25p) an acre for the next iwo years and
by mutual agreement between the landlords and myself thercafter. I was sorely
' tempted but lacked the courage to believe that I could succeed where another
‘had failed,

-Eventually, with my Pather s help, L bought a 250 acre farm in, the Southern T
end of Taunton Vale, near Ilmlnster - The pr1069 £7,000 or about £28 an acre -
V...but this price included 211 the live and deadstock on the place, ineluding

a flock of sheep and the smail dairy herd. But this is where realily takes
cver Trom nostalgla. ' ‘

The newly formed lilk Marketing Loard was starting fo bfiﬁg:order out of the
chacs in the cut throat eelllng of mllku_ My herd was Grade A ‘and Tuberculin
tested, but 1 atili remember Ly flrst milk cheque, and the énhanced Winter -

price, worked out at the equlvalent of 3%p per gallon in today's money.
'~ CONTINUED OVERPAGE:




Continuing -~ GOOD OLD DAYS ?

About three or four months cfter my start I was cornered one day .by three of

my neighbours at Taunfon market, They had a grievance. My cowman's;wife had
been unwise enough at a local whistdrive to divulge that I was pafiﬁg her
hushand thirfyetwo shillings and sixpence for a fifty hour week, when the

going rate was reallydonly thirty bob (150p) ! I was spoiling the market and
they let me know in no uncertain terms.

Haymaking is portrayed as a gentle and dream like pastime, lethargically per-
~formed by a mixture of the sexes, the meidens being equipped with long handled
wooden rakes with which they gently formed the crop into windrows. In fsot
haymaking against the clock and the weather was the nearest thing to sheer
glavery. There were two basic methods of gettlng hay to the stack; you oould
either load wagons drawn by horses along81de the dried windrows or you could
use a multl—pronged taweep', either drawn by a horse or mounted on the front

of a tractor. At the stack an elevator powered by a-small motor, carrled the
hay delivered to it to the ascending height of the stack, where 1t was received
and spread by the stackers. Whatever method was used, the inescapable fact was
that every ounce of . the crop had to be manhandled not once, but time and ‘time
again, with sweat running off you 11ke a river. And fhen, one morning, you-
would be p3351ng through the rlokyard and a never to be forgotten smell stopped
you in your tracks....a stack was 'heating' gpontansously and could scon be
alight deep inside. I doubt if the-immates of-Sfalin's Gulags ever knew labour
like the race to dismantle, spread and rebuild a hot haystack.

Cort:harvest lacked the sheer physical toil of haymaking, but made up for this
in other ways. Before'the days of selective weedkillers thistles, with spines
like hypodermic needles, rade sheaf handling a form of torture. They got
everywhere - not oniy paihfullyJinto the palmg of your hands, but also inside
your open-necked shirt and into your Wellingtons where, embedded in your socks,
they vented their spite ndt only on your feet butunlater on the hands of fhe_
luckless perscn who did your. washing. ‘ s

When harvest was Over, ploughlng started at the accepted pace of one man w1th
a team of two horses and a single furrow plough being adble to turn over one
acre a day. Horse ploughing with a good team was both.mentally and phy51ca11y
satisfying, but how many people realise that, cuttlng an. elght inch furrow,

an acre of ploughing represents twelve miles of walking for. the ploughman,'
each and every day for five and ‘sometimes six days a week durlng the Autumn'r"
cultivations. : No wonder Gray s homeward bound worker was weary and ploddlngo‘
Then came threshing and a fresh encounter with those damned thlstles- 0f all
the unrelentlng, fllthy dirty jobs invented by man, commend me to teanding a
stationary drum thresher from-firsgt light untll 1t gditoo dark to see¢. The ..
dlrtlest snd most unpopular job, msually reserved for someone known loecally

as mentally "only about nineteen bob in the Pound"; was raking out 'dowse!,
CONCLUDED OVERPAGE: -
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HEALTH
j-"OOD

CENTRE
21 CHURCH St

KINGSBRID@E
Tedl : 3@&8

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

contact

"~ GORDON JEFFERY
& MIKE PENWELL

Cccastotts

Painting:Decorating

BUILDING
Carpentry. Etc.

P P AT ek e Lt

“Fernleys® Upton,
South Milton
K ingsbridge

Tel ~560525 8560666

AGENTS FOR

BRITISH
TELEFLOWER
SERVICE

Una Akins and
Jessze Hewson

Far that Special Occ
us et Lin

ir EGY
Telophone: H!ﬂGSBﬂID “““““ a3y

Tohn B, Andrews & Son |

MONUMENTAL MASONS |

119 FORE STREET, KINGSHRIDGE  §
Talephans 2097

A MEMBER OF THE NATICIHAL ASSUEIATID\' OF MASTER MASONS {

I John B. Audrews & Son g

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
PRIVATE CHAPELS

OF REST .
119 EORE STREETand
6 FOSSE ROAD, HINGSBRIDGE

Fobn 1. ndrews & Son

TELEPHONE: 2897

(DAY OR NIGHT) .
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the chaff and, in the cage of barley, the spiny awne from beneath the threshlng

machine, bagging it up and then dumplng it where it could ‘be safely burned at
a later date. At:the end of the day you looked like | a, refugee from the Black

and White Mlnstrels. But. the real hard graft was at the tail of the machlne

where the streams of threshed grain came down the chutes into the walting maws

of the old Viest of England sacks.

guarter hundredwelght to the seck....elghteen stone deadweight.

Barley was the real killer, at two and a -

Twe of yeu’11;

' 1lifted the sack on to the tail of a nearby wagon and then one man would get

:underneath it and carry it on his back acroes the yard and, frequently, up a o

ifllght of stone steps into an upgtairs granary._ No wonder that hernias,

slngle and double, were, the agricultural worker g commonest injury!

Rheumatlem was endemlc. An old chap worked for me who had once been a shepherd

but who, in his advancing years, had now tnrned to hedging and ditching. Prcm,f'

the time the leaf was gone until buds burst again he carried on thinning,

laying and pleaching in all weathers with no more protection than a sack

draped like a cape across his shoulders and another like 'a kilt about his

walet I wonder. how many of those who 1ament the removal of hedgerowe begln_

to comprehend what’ the upkeep entailed.

One man, one chaln of twenty—two

yards a day was reckoned to be. fair and on a: neglected hedge as little ae half

that, It was never endlng, like painting the: Forth Bridge. ;:' ' 1 o

But we had our fun. My neighbours, Walter Brcmfleld and his Fatherhin—law,

Harry Porward, had a gkittle alley on their farm where they Xept open house

after Church on Sundays. And they had what seemed to be an 1nexhaustab1e

gsupply of the most potent farmhouse cider I have ever tasted, chrletened by

its admiring devotees as 101d Tanglefoot'.

COB REVIVAL?

Until the first wcrld War cob. was
the the prlnclpal houee-bulldlng
material in most Devon . villages,
and cob-wall ‘and fhatch was also

used extensively in the construc-

-tion of farmhouses,, and a great

many of theee_'monuments' to past

skills are stlll very much in
existence today - something like
a 1000 in Devon and there are now
only a handful of men left to
maintain them. . Among the secrets
of a good cob wall are keeping its
head warm and its bottom dry - soO
a stone base was an esseential
part of building with cob, In its

But that is another atoty.c..«

¥, @.WEEDY

e it ot i oy oy S e kA . o Y A = g p MO N T A O S AT I ET

v1rg1n ‘atate cob is a distinctly

{unatﬂractlve material, being a mixture
"of sub-soil and straw moistened. to Just

the right congistency.
To revive interest in country crafts

cand activities like cob-walling, the

Devon Rural Trust under the pre51dency
of Viscount Falmouth, and the energetic
chalrmanehlp of Evic Blatchford have

been holdlng working demonstratlons,:
with some classes almost over gubgcribed.
Alf Howard, a veteran builder from
Morchard Road, represents the fourth
generation of family builders specialis—
~ing in cob walls ~ and there is no-doubt.
about his enthusiasm, "A house bullt of -

cob would save enough money in energy .

to pay for itself in 20 years“ he says.
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Firstly, yoﬁ.ﬁostube é.pegeoﬁ”on'tﬁe"’-

current Eléctoral Register for-the:
Pavish. - s

There dre seéven members of the
Thurlestone Parish Council, so ‘there
would only be an Election sghould more
than 7 Nominations-be received by the
Returning Officer, who for this area
is usually the Chief Executive Officer
of the South Hams Digtrict Council,.
at :Follaton Housme, Plymouth Road,
Pothes.  Anyone who secks election
must obtain Nomination Papers from
the Returning Officer, and will
require a 'Proposer! .and 'Seconder'
to be named thereon.

The period of servlce on a Parish
Council is 4.years: There is no
provigion in the ILocal Government Act
for any payment for attendance at
meetinga. Being a Parish Councillor
is one of gervice %o your community.

Anyone seeking élection to the District:

Council should follow a gimilaar
peocedure . Nomination Papers should
be obltalined from the Returning Officer

(as above). You will need a' Proposer, .

Seconder and ten others. One very
important facgor is;that the District
Councillor for Thurlestone:also serves

the parishes of South Milton and West |

Alvington. There is provision in the
Local Covernment Act for a District
Councillor to fecelve an attendance
allowance and also travelling allowance
~in.fact these two itsmg cost the
Couneil some £50,000:a ‘year t

If there is to be an election for
the District Council, the Returning
Officer will have to be in receipt
of more than one Nomination 1

All dates relating to any Election
willibe published by ‘the Returning
“0fficer in due time.. Adherenoe'*~
thereto is absolutely_v1tal _too,_.‘

The date of any Election for both -the -

above is May Tth. Iinal date for

gubmitting Nomination Papers 6th April
by12 noon

PETER BROWF

TELEPHONE :

| ;ATlot'Of people
iive in Devon -
eohthey can enjoy: .
fresh Clotted Cream

+ ok 4t

There just happens
S Y to Be ,
a“lot of ‘people

" who .-

are not so fortunate.

T+ + +

“"Never mind,
poli)
can put that right

by sending them some!

+ o+ o+ ok

PETER BROMFIELD
Your Dairyman
operateg a first class

postal service
and ¢an arrange to.
send a 4ow or 8oz Carton
to whoever you wish to-.
receive such
a welcome present

(Lven thought it may not be
: anyone 8 blrthday' ) -

Justtmake out a note of names
and addresses and hand t6 é S

DD

DA!RYMAN

No 1., Eiston’ Cottages

CHURCHSTOW
Klngsbrldgea

6494 KINGSBRIDGE
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YOUR LOCAL. PRINTER

CHURCH
GENERAL PRINTERS

. 8% FORE STREET
" KINGSBRIDGE
Telephone: Kingsbridga 6626
BUSINESS HOURS. ... S

9,00 a,im.. to 5.00 p.mr. Manday to Frid;r
8.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. Saturdays

Gaod Range éf .
Wedding Stationery
Available

 YOUR LOCAL PRINTER

GEOFF |

a4

 G.BROMFIELD
| BROADS DAIRY
Thurlestone

TELEPHONE- KINGSBRIDGE 560230
- (POST OFFICE 560624)

SAVE ALL THE HASSLE & RUSH
& CRUSH OF SHOPPING IN TOWN

DAIRY PRODUCE GROCERIES
GREENGROCERY
FROZEN  FOODS

[[ FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE

Coal Merchants |

'FREE CAR PARK-iNG & DELIVERIES

14 Mézyﬁ&zcz"
Thuriesione,

Bmzmm and ﬁacﬁ/am&

¢ BLIGHT. ENGINEERING )¢

_ ANTHAH ‘GARAGE,; THU RLESTONE (Tal. Kingsbridgs 580220!-.-,-. o
N & M.OT. Testing Station @ RAC Recus Sorvice

S AH Makss Saniclng and Machanical Repaine

" @ Enging Raconditioning

@ Whesl Balancing on Can
@ 24-Hour Vakichs Racasery ond Collection Servies -

¥ F. AUTOBODIES
,Appmmlupnum for Illudnnm auraficy companisy !
L] hw Buhﬂ ey - . ChnutJlu . Snmhm H nft

.Swm o0 for Mawars and Culliviton

. /ACCIDENT REPAJRS. *

@ Tranymission Ovithsuls

mrrisd gut by 6ur esaceiated company)
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THURLESTONE

 VILLAGE STORES

)

 NEWSAGENT

OFF LICENCE

- GROCERIES

Home made Paté
~and Sausages

BEACH GOODS

Newspapers a n,d

AN Perlodlcals

GELSYERED DAELY THROUGHOUT AREAR

'_ Tel-Kingsbridge

560211

4 | o i B *\' |

% TON £,
m

- TEL: KINGSBRIDGE 5_50503‘

Let people
KNOW

in

VILLAGL o

VOI CE

\/W\t{ 40 /ur[hw Q

: _g,;ii‘And during the winter season
‘1" we shall be oloméd on .Sunday

M /@/g\

S FARM @
SHOP

& f(%)%@

\-‘.‘\1
-sg__‘______,-'""

Come and wvisit
owr Faym Shop
and See our range

of fresh fruit and |
Wegetables right |
on yow' doo*r*s'l’e;:)

WE ARE OPEN:

MONDAY to - 9 am - 1 pm
FRIDAY = 2,30 pm = 5.30 pm

' -}sammm 9am - 1 pm

" He are on the road between
South Milton and the beach




Thurlestone Parish VILLAGE VOLCE

CROSSWORD No. 1

CLUBS ACROSS

1, I bet you can't do iti (9)

9, The animals went in two by two
10, Not in the West (4) (4)
11, Insinuated (7) :
(4)

12, Dam it all |

13, Jeer (4)

15. Double Sirloin in the good

16, Diminish (6) . o0ld days(5)
18, Not you (2) T
19, An engineering job, maybe.(5)
21, Don't cry, put it in some water
23, Is it a ecraft? (3) (5)
25, Respond.

CLUES DOWN

be -cruel to
usge this (6)
2. Almost as good as honey, but
sharper {4)
3, Up at the top (3) _
4. Suggestive, perhaps (40
5, Do it in style (7).
8. Holder of mystical tenets {(6).
17. They get it in the Wavy (4).
24, Not from (2)

1. You don't have to

#1140

2

11

14

IR AE
‘ 15

16

17 2;%% 18

%2%2 19 | 20
22

7
22%; 53 o7

25 | %252_

Co

mpiled by Mrs. Pauline Baton

6. Look straight up to Heaven (5). 7. Don't come {(2)

14,
20, Did you-have it? (3). 21. Is it eithexr?(2)

Oone of the anchors. 15. Tegumens! (5)

Readers are invited to send in original Crossword Puzzles for future issues

INFORMATION

Kingskridgd Police Station...2326
South Hams Hospital.. . 2349
Kingsbridge Health Centre....3551
Salecombe Health Centre..(84).2284
Tocal Lifeguard...acooos s 560774

LOCAL EMERGENCY OFFICER....560607

a8 68000

.Supply Bmergency only
Torquay s« 3284..2576.

S.W.WATER. Supply Buergency only
Preephones . ... 920

StW.E:Bﬂ

PARLSH COUNCLL

Chairman Mr P.Hurrell.....560496
V/Chairman Hr D.Yeoman....560607
Mr. ROy AdamSesccsesssasss560247
Miss R.S.9t0ckeNesssesaq0560257
Mr, John Dayment.es.oasoons .560295
Mr. David GrosSe.sscscesss0000375
Mr. Geoffrey St1dst0n.e 400560695

PARISH CLERK.. Mr. ¥.Ladd..560686
DIST. COUNCILIOR, Mr.

B : 3-90;560269
9,H.DIST. COUNCIL..Totnes(code97)
864499

Jack Thomas

‘MILK DELIVERIES

: Peter Bromfield.
Kingsbridge...6494

NDWSPAPERS . DELIVERLES. .. . . 560211
COAL DELTVERIES s s roeenoncsssss560230
FISH DELIVERIES o v cccarsncosss 560422
GAS CYLINDER DELIVERIES.......»560321
PAXT Kingsbridge...6120
ALL YOUR CAR PROBLEMS. . .o s.ess«560220

a €8s

"ALL YOUR BLRCTRICAL PROBLEMS

, Kingsbridge 7222
SUB=POST OFFICE.sseaascsscsncssdb0024

WINDOW CLEANING. .oa..

a6 0808504

..566851

ALL GROCERY SUPPLIES .
BTO&dS'Dairyn.. 11--ene;ocun5j560230'
Village‘Storesg.,...nau.,,,,.o560211

TOR CAR SEAT BELIS -~ CHILD SEATS
‘and COMPUTERISED ENGINE TUNING
Kingsbridge 7300 or 560727




Phurlestone Parish VILLAGE VOICE

By Neville C.,0O®wald, 7.D,,M.D.,, F.R.C.P.,

000000000

Soon after I retired in 1975 the rector, the reverend John Delve, allowed
me to have a look at the old Thurlestone registers of baptisms, marriages and.
burials, which Were then kept in the safe in the vestry. Opening one.of them
at random, I saw that William POLfBANK married Elizabeth WAKEHAN on Octoher
15, 1705. Having nd previous experience of or indeed interest in local history,
I éonsidered this item for a while‘agd wondered whether perhaps T wasrprying >
into the affairsiof peéple who were in no position to answer back. = Yet, it
seemed%to me, the whole of history is based mainly on the affaris of people,
espe01ally those who have made names for themselves. TFor instance, we know hj
that Catherlne CHAMPERNOWNE of Modbury was the mother of Sir Walter. Ralelgh )
and algo of Sir dumphrey Gilbert by her first marriage (not bad for a Modbury
‘givrl), "Sir Prancis Drake was borm at Crowndale Farmn just outside Tavistock,
the son of a éhearman, Such information derives largely from parish reglsters,
which are avallable for all to see (ours are now kept at the Devon Record
Office,: Exeter) I believe they should be-used to illuminate local hlstory,
maybe ours have'oomsthlng to teil usg about-the peoplé’ who lived in Thurlestone

many years ago0..

The date of the POLYBANK'S wedding means little in.isolation, but if it
could be related to William and Elizabeth's parents and children, it would
provide“the béginnings of a Tamily hisfbfy. The next stage would ba to find
out who else 'married or had children or died round about then. So that
families.could‘be pieéed.fcgether”with a Qiew to dféﬁiﬁg up a family history
of'tﬁg whole parish. This is called "family reconstitution”, a new sclence.
which has beénrexploifédrby members of the Social Research Council (SRC) at
Cambridge; -with whom I have been in touch, The registers'éf 300 to 400
parishea up and down the country have been copied out, séﬁt'to the SRC and
put on a computery- but dlsapp01nt1ngly few publlcatlons of thelr Tindings
have appearéd so far. Thurlestone is one of the very few parlshes that havé

been analysed in isolation and ig second in Devon onlpt to Colyton, one of the

firat parighes to bhe studled by the SRC, S CONTINUED OVERPAGE:ﬁ



QLD THURLESTONL PAMILIESV— Part 1, continuéd"

How far: baok one oan go w1th famlly reconstitution depends upon 'the atate
of the reglsters. Ours start in 1538, but there are gaps in the e¢arly years
and again - durlng the Civil War in the 1640s. So, 1650 has been taken as the
starting p01nt and reconstltutlon of the whole parlsh has been completed from
then up to 1975.

Anybody looking at . the years 1650 to 1700 in the registeras oan hardly
fall to he 1mpressed by the number of LIDSTONES there must have been. During.
the period 136 or one in seven of the entries in the reglsters were lestonee.
Then there were" the ohlldren of thellestone girls who had changed theirs
names on marriage and all the tunts, uncles and cousins that were mllllng
around. .Probably,:not less than one-third of the people in the parish weré

either called Lidstone or;were clomely related to. them by marriage. Other ,

common names were PHILLIPS (62 entries), SQUIRE or SQUARE (53), followed)byzﬂ 7
PILDITCH(39), RANDELL (39) and CORNISH (32). These seven names, all well
established in the perieh before 1650, comprised no less than 40 per oent or t L‘
two 1n flve of all the! entries in the reglsters, “with their close relatlons .
by marrlage, they must have accounted for more than half of the communlty,
which in those days amounied to about 350 souls.:

Other names that appeared before 1650 include LAKEMAN (28}, ROGERS (PT) o
TABB (16) and POLYBANK’(15) ﬂEVILL (12) was hopelessly mi&d up with BOABILL ’
BOBILL and BIBILL STIDSTON (5), which is a difficult enough name to epell 1njl‘
all cone01ence, malntalned an lnsecure foothold. ‘ R -t ' -

What ahQut the othere° There were many “'sojourners" who came. for a
limited time, the men worklng in the fields and the girls in domestic service.
They sometimes married 1nto the old families, stayed for a gendration or two
then left, never torbe gseen in the registers egain. They were part Of.thel
inceasant flow in and out of the parish over the centuries. Two such men with
names not previously seen in the registers turned up during.thisﬁperiod,.John
HARDY and his wife Prothesa arrived-and started a family in 1671. John MOORE
and his wife Phoebe had a daughter in 1641 who was baptleed on the same day ‘
that her mother was burled. Bv1dent1y Phoebe d1ed in chlldblrth and her
daughter probably died too, These two sogourners had & consgidérable effect

on the future compOSltlon of the community,

Before leaving the 1600z, there is juet one more figure to be. congidereéd.
Only 44 pér cent. pf:thoSe who ﬁere'baptiSed in Thurlestone were also buried
here; if children who died‘before reaohing the aée'of'15 are exoludod,nthe‘
figure 1s reduced from .44*to. 36 per. cent. That JS, little more than one—thlrd
of thoge born here and surviving'to be adults were ultlmately burled here.
Obviously, some went to live 1n nearby parlshee, espeoallly South Mllton, othere

were glrls whio, marrled and set ,up. homesg w1th thelr hugbands elsewhere. ‘
o B A _h_,,“ CONTINUBD OVERLEAP -



VILLAGE VOICE

CONCLUDING PART 1 - |
. OLD THURLESTONE FAMILIES

Among the remainder, some must
have been fruétfatéd by the local
scenedand‘ﬁénted gomething different.,
They may have been iungettled by the‘
turmoil of the Civil War, which
ended in 1646,and was followed by
Cromwell'é-dominance'ahd"imposed
austerity. The rector was removed
and feplaced by é Puritan, He‘was
reinstated in 1660 when the monarchy,
was restored, after which life
roturned to normal and all sorts of
oppoftunities arose.
the life blood of thé south coast .
of Devon 1n those days, was guickly
re-~ establlshed  Sailing shlps were
made ready to revive the wvast cod
fishery with Newfoundland, especial- -
-1y froﬁ Dartmouth,
emigration to“ﬂew England, Virginia
and the Colonies was resumed.
Adventures such as these must have
appealed to some of the young people
of:Thurlestoﬁe,'as indeed they have
to Devonians down the agés.

-~ --7

Part 2 will appear in the May/Jﬁne'
issue of 'Vlllage Voice! which 1%~
is hoped will be distributed at the
end of Myped -

DON'T SPOIL THE 'SHLPY ....

' foy a ha'porth of tar, a common
enough warning against the folly of
false ecohnomy, when penny-pinching
may cost you more in the long run.
But it has nothing to do with ships!
The word should really bhe 'sheept?,
but countrymen pronounced it 'ship';
Shepeérds used to protect their flocks
by dabbing tar on an open sore to
ward off flies - for they 'did'nt
want to lese a sheeﬁ for a ha'porth
of tar?'.

Cdastél trade,. -

~ Trade with and . .

Thirlestone
Sewa ge Q@‘C@

D }//07/ __1 o

over 12 years

“Couthe West

. Waler
'/have faken Yow
MOneY 1.
@rchanqe_or
o Phow!
oﬂboh//w
Po/[afwm”/
“down a
drainpipe 1o
Ve STreamd seq
ol Leas Foot
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BY CONTACTING : Electries Lid.

HARD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, Off UNION ROAD, KINGSBRIDGE, S, DEVON
. ends, Kingsbridge 560348 ‘ :

No. 2 UNIT, ORC
Telephone: Klngsbridge 7222 Emarganciés or weaek-

The Electrical
Contmicters' Asiociation

Hational Inspectan Cn;-un:ﬂ for D .
Emclical Instalation Conragting .
May we also gquote you for your next

b mpye  Nev Cooker, Washing Machine, Dishwasher,
Refrigeratory Elettric Showet , Water

APPROVED CONTRACTOR ~ Heater , Telephone or in fact anything
Electrical. ' '

Ecornomy 7
glves seven
hours of
low priced
electricity at.
‘night time. .

Government calculations also
show that the running. costs of
electric heating, using Economy : -
7 or White Meter tariffs, are lower
in a number of:properties.
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One for sorrow, two for mirth,

Three for a wedding, four for a birth.
Five for silver, six for gold,

Seven for a secret never to be told.

How often have you heard that. In my childhood it relate& t5 the magpie, but

I have alad heard 1t “applied to the crow. Well.the magbie belongs $o the crow
famlly ﬂo 1t maﬁee 11tt1e difference, It used to be looked upon as a bird of
11l -omen. Perched on the roof of a house, it was thought to foretell of the
death of someone who lived there. For years, as a youngster, if I saw one magple
I would search for a sight of a secondo Funny thing ig that rooks were consid-
—-ered lucky and farmers protected them, for it was believed that if they deserted
a neighbourhood it would be overtaken by adversity. A farm bereft of rooks

could expect & fawine, yet I knew a farmer in Buckinghamshire who, during the
lambing period shot them to protect his new born lambs -~ and he did'nt suffer
famine either! 7 |

I do understand that it was thought prudent to take care of the ewallow} for

this was a bird which was looked upon as a messenger of Spring ehd a hringer of §
new life. 'Swallow storms' were periods of bad weather which seemed to coincide
with their arrival and departure. A swallow nesting in any part of the -house 7
was thought to protect it from fire, lightning and tempest, and dreadful misfor-
—tunes would occur if a swallow were deliberately killed; the herd would give & .
poor milk yield and it would rain for forty days. : )
To kill a robin was also believed to invite catastwophe. The cuiprit would lose
a limb and a death would occur in the family. Stealing a robin's egg would bring
trouble or illnesgs and the possibility of being struck by lightning., This 21
-iittle b1rd wiioge red brea?twas thought to have been acqulred when it tried to .

Jremove a thorn from Christ's brow and a drop of His blood fell on it, was not as

etit is nowadays. :
Theao ckoe}on‘the other hand usually ‘heralded good fortune, On first hearing its

5oell?people were advised to turn their money over and wish, then immediately :
torn their hand to something they enjoyed so that they would continue doing it
for twelve months, The number of its cries was significant, One meant a good
haycrop, two foretold of a summer of fine weather and three meant a quick

recovery from illness or disease. A child born on the day a cuckoo was first

heard would have a happy life. OVER PAGE oo
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Continuing FOLKLORE

Peacocks, looked upon as royal birds in the WMiddle Ages, have always been -
.associated with bad 1uck.- Their beautiful feathers were supposed to represent
- the colours of the seven deadly sins 1nclud1ng the yellow cye of Envy, the
~ green eye of Jealousy and the red eye of Murder. It was gaid that a girl who
handled peacock's feathers would never marry and no suitors would come. to a
house where peacocks were kKept. '
The maaestlc awan, "another royal blrd, wag connected with gods_and angels. VIn
most oountrles it was congidered unlucky to see a swan killed and it was |
belleved +that the killer would die within the” year. Mind you, numerous blrds
in.olden tlmes must have owed thelr lives to the conviction that killing them
would :be followed by affllctlon or disaster, Although they believed that 1t
brought ‘stormy weather, sailors-would never kill an albatross for seabirds )
were thought to embody human souls. Seagulls, for example, were gupposed £6
contain the souls of dead fishermen and if one ‘came near, it was a warning ot
danger. L B o : o o .
A more romantlc belief was associated w1th putterflieca. These 'little birds
of good news' as they were called were ‘thought to enclose the souls of unbap»
-tised babies. Because they emerged from the chrysalis butterflles were .
recognised as a symbol of the resurrection and were supposed to bring new llfe
whefeever they settled.’” A white butterfly stood for purity and it was lucky -
indeed if.one entered the housge. Then all the doors_and_w1ndows would be
closed to prevent -the luck escaping. Whether anyone'was concerned wifh its -
survival is unrecorded° - | ‘ o ' i
A great deal of folklore was indeed 11ttle mere than guperstition, of course.
Take the the lengmhs some people will go to in opder to avoid walking under
a ladder. Here was a superstltlon whlch had nothing to do with the practical
p0351b111ty of a falling brlck or paint tmmbllng from above. It seems that -
the. orlgln of this superstltlon lay in the 1nterpretatlon of the triangle‘.'
formed by: the ladder with the wall and" ground as a gymbol of the Trinity.
Breaking the trlangle and walklng through it was regarded as a sign of dis-
—respect even of friendship w1th the dev1l
In conclusion let me tell you the ladybird was welcomﬁd as a. bringer of
wealth, especially if it was a dark colour, and the more spots it had the more
money it would bring. A ladybird was never brushed-away but treated with care,
and if one sottled on the: hand, it was addressed: | ' |
Fly, 11ttle 1adyb1rd north, soufn east or west,
Ply in the direction of the man who loves me the best.
It wasg, of course, important then to watch which way it flew.
And should you be getting married in the Spring remember that a bee appearing .

in hurch during the wedding service promises perpetual marrled bliss.
Regearch: WALTER DEE
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When Cereals were not in Surplis

‘We all, partlcularly the younger generatlon, take the farm tractor as the utility
powerplaﬁt of the agrlcultural scene; Just somethlng accepted 1#'this modern age,
but in many ways the tractor 1n thls country had its beglnnlngs in the dark days
of World War I. The German U boats were blockading our shores ‘and starvation
_became a stark reallty. So serious was the gituation in 1917 that Henry Ford of
America received an urgent order for 5000 of hls Fordson .tractors - the machine
whlch ultimately built such a name for themselves on the farms and smallholdings
of the land. R o
There was already a tractor 1ndustry in England, but the concept of an alterna-
—tlve form of power to the steam englne that .dominated the agricultural scene
came as early as 1890 when Herbert Stuart, a Yorkshire engineer, came out with
a statlonary englne to run from either paraffin or oil. © Starting was a time .}
consumlng business, with the fuel having to be pre-heated by a blow lamp, though
once the engine was running it would carry on as long as was needed..Taken out
into the fields these engines provided the power for the threshing drum; in the
farm yard they were capable of driving any statlonary agricultural machine that
was in use - but the natural progression was to try and make thege Stuart éngines
prov1de the power to drive wheels, but thls never proved successful, - Imagine
trying to work a trwctor of +the age, welghing anything up to four and a half tons,
in the Devonshire countryside. The stationary engine was accepted, but the
tractor had to wait for the davk days of Lurope in conflict. '
Whlle the Fordson was probably the best known of the American imports into
England, there were other Famous names of the era. The Internation Harvester
~Company had their Mogul and'Tifan tractorg, nearly 3000 of-the Titans came into
the country in fact. With two forward goars giving a speed up to 2% m. p.h.,.and
a reverse, this Tltan was one of the most successful tractors of the period,
desplte a prlmltlve appearance with a girder framework. Nevertheless, this new
form of mechanisation on the farms appears to have been accepted w1thout the
digtrust engendered by the invasion into the time-honoured. methods Whlch had.
prevalled in the past. Frice being a matter of serious concern to the farmer
of those times, the Fordson was very p0pu1ar because it scored well over-ail its
rivals in this direction. - |
It was in 1921 that the Royal Agrlcul tural 8001ety brought various makes of
tractor together to work under typical farming conditions, with worldwide interest
shown in them. However, to the farmer. concerned with practical. agriculture, the
highlight of that year was the 'three point linkage'! that Henry Ferguson brought.
sut. THow ﬁhe driver could make adjustments to the implements he was using with-
o . OVER PAGE =
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without leav1ng hig gseat. It was the
beginning of a system that was per-
~-fected and used generally on- the
tractor, giving a combined llnkage
and hydraulie control over the tool
being used, -

fdhesion and grip when: working in
the fields, especially.on the hllly
land, was a ‘major problem, Although
metal glats'were fitted %o the large
metal rear wheels, with ridges on..

the front wheels to imprbﬁé“stééring;y

this was only sultable on the. land,
moving from farm to field created -
havtc with the tarmac of the road
surface |

The benefits of rubber were obvious
early on, but despite lengthy
experiments with solid rubber tyres
they were never. really successful. .
It was not until 1932, when the
Firestone Company brought out a
pneuniatic slatted tyre that the
evolution of the tractor took another
step forward, "Food surpluses may be
a major concern nowadays and cost

we taxpayers a tidy sum, but we
would have a greater worry if it
were the other way round. W.D. o

_their own humidity.

§W€Z‘ Viplets

- ‘Perhaps you already know that exciting

things have been happening to the humble

4 . vyiolet!' lately. It all started in the
I U.S.A., where African v1olets have been

collectors pieces for many years. Slowly,
some of: their varietiea were discovered
by enthusiasts here, and as they became
moré popular, new varieties were pro=-
-duced in the U.K.

Recently my wifé;vauired; through'maii
order, six 'new! varieties which were
‘displayed at the Chelsea flower Show in

1986. These are 'Rococo Pink =;a full. =
double pink. Milestone Sport, single,
magenta and white variable markings.,
Porcelain is white single with dark blue
markings. Ruby is a single rich magenta, -
Sandringham Blue is a single bright blue. -
and Lilac Beauty bears large frllled
lilac flowers.

' They need humidity, so stand the plants

in trays of gravel and water that regul-

" ~arly to keep it molst - or grow Tow lots of

plants cloge together so they create
D W.D.

BE SURE OF ALTERNATIVE HEATING THIS wwrm

YOUR L()CAL SUPPUER
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BRING BACK IOCAL GOVERNUENT 1 = .

In 1974 the Government of the day, (Sh-h-hl
No polities please, I'm'BritishT) we'had'

public, something they called: The Reworgan

-igation of Local Government¥

Thig left most nf_us bewitched, bothered
and bewilftered. * Bothered because we were
to see the demise of local givernment,
bewildered because we could see no. sense
or reason in the project, and bewitched? -
That was to come later. o

Can you, bearlng in mind the old 'set—up'
of small Rural District end Urban District
Councils, small, tolerably efficient and
cheap to run, really consider you have
benifited.: from +the change~over?

To start w1th-the.South Hams Digtrict
Council covers far Loo extensive an area
to be considered 'local'! to anybody,
except perhaps Totnes, It stretches from
Bickleigh on the outskirts of Plymouth,
down along the Plymouth boundary to
Wembury, right along the coast to Dartmouth,
thence, believe i1t or not, upalong to
Marldon above Paignton. It includes the
townships of Ivybridge, Totnes, Dartmouth,
Kingsbridge and Salcombe, {(all of which at
one time had their own Town Councils. :

From towns and parishes having individual
representation it is now shared out with
one representative serving iwo, even three
parishes - a single voice among 43 others
many of whom cannot reasonably be expected
to have any knowledge or real interest in-
the aims, desires and needs of parishes
which are jusy a name on a map.

We have seen the hullding of a mini-empire,
with a condant increase in vate demands,
but we still get 1ittle moxre than our
dustbing emptied. i

The bigger the better - for the officials
whosge job it is to operate this unfortunate
system, It is not really their fault that
the 'bigger the empire' the bigger the
salary they get - and, of course, the
bigger the rate demand.

Only the National Govermnment can change it,
Ask your candidate at the next General
Llection to sponsor the return of loecal
Local Government.

ACTION IN 10 TO 14 YEARS !

g0 say the Government with regard

.»| to the sewage pollution of our
‘| coastal waters and beaches.

Why the long wait ?

“The Government donit proéose'to
"~ releage any money, and lr. Hill,
Chairman:of South West Water tells

us that this will mean the sewage
rate doubling or even trebling

when the work is carried out.,

Surely there is gome measure of.- .

total dishoénesty in taking money-

-tens of thousands of pounds -

_over the years for. untreated sewagenjﬁ

down a drainpipe to the sea,

Almoat;seems to be a form of
blackmail. Prags for pollution Y
free gewage disposal and it won't
half cost’ you !

Surely, another question at the‘
General Blection hustings 7 - _

i A T i T S o

KINGSBRIDGE ESTUARY BARRAGE

Dreaﬁ or nightmare ? Where will
the money come for that?

+ b+ + + +
PARKING AT KINGSBRIDGE

Why do the Highway Authority and
the Police condone car parking in
Plymouth Road., 7

The expensive 1By~Passg' doesn't
geem to have made it any quicker
up Pore Street does 1t7?

+ 4+ + F + +

DART PORT PROFOSAL

Another 'Dream' that will Become

a nightmare on the approach roads9

+ o+ o+ o+

ANY COMMIDNTS?

Write to WALTER DEE, c/o The Editor
10 Backshay Clese, South lMilton,
Kingsbridge, TQ7 3JU - your views
are important - write soon.

+ + + +

™
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Catering for all Occaswns
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Editorial Note: We would like to have a series on this subaect - the pleasure
of day tours by car w1th1n a radius of 50 or 60 miles or .so of the parlsh.
Readers are invited to add to the enjoyment of others by contributing to the

geries. s S : : : .

0000000000

Proceed out of the parish and make for the old B3196 road via Loddiswell to the
Wrangaton turn-off to the A38. Carry on to the Drumbridges turn for Bovey Tracey.
Go up through Bovey T. for the Mortonhamstead road which will eventually bring
you to Whiddon Down and the A30. . Proceed for Okhampton but before getting to
that town look out for a 51gnpost on your right for Sampford Courtenay ~ about
6.miles upalong-downalong. Samford Courtelay is congidered one -of the most
beautiful villages in Devon and has earned numerous awards through the energy and
devotion of its parishioners entering the Competition. Enter the village by the
Inn and travel up the village street, past the Post Office on your left and the
Church on your right and go straight forward for about a mile and a half to the.
outskirts of a hamlet called Honeychurch - and there you will see what this 1little
story is all about. ,

Perhaps iis now ,as.wéll to quote from the writings of Professor W.G.Hoskins
regarding St. Mary's Church, Honeychurch:

"You are standing in a church where Christian worship has heen carried on for at
least one thousand years. The derivation of the name - Huna's Church - tells us
that 1t was founded by a landowner of that name, in all probability in the tenth
century when so many of our parish churches were founded by landowners for the
benefit of themselves, thelr families and their tenants.

The parigh of Honeychurch is very small. It covers ony607 acres at the north-
wegtern corner of the large parish of Sampford Courtenay, and it is clear from
the map that it was in all probability carved out of this great parish when Huna
built his church. It is quite likely that the ecclesiastical parish, in fact,
represents the original small estate of Huna and that he endowed his church with
the tithes of this land.

Before we deal further with the church, a few words are necessary about the little
parish which is now reunited with Sampford Courtenay for ecclesiastical purposes
after so long a separvation., In Domesday Book (1086) we are told that the manor
of Honeychurch had been held in Edward the Confessor's time by Alwin Black, and
that it passed at the Norman Conquest to Baldwin the Sheriff, though in fact it
was held by one Walter under Baldwin. We get a picture from Domesday Book of

the manor as it was then, asnd remarkable thing is that its five farms as depiocted
in 1086 have never changed; they have neither been reduced nor increased except
by the late creation of a small farm out of -the glebe land. Walter's demesne
farm, worked by four slaves, is represented today by Middle Town, the large farm
lmmediately west of the church. This is the kind of position in which one would
expect to find it in a parish where the lord of the manor had caused the first
church to be built., He would naturally have it built as close to his own housep
hold as possible. Murthermore, Middle Town was still the largest farm when the
Tithe Survey was made in 1840; "end one would expect the demesne farm fto be the
largest farm as in many other places in Devon, The four villein farms of 1086
are represented today by Westacott, Slade, Bude and East Tewn, so that Honeychurch
has remained, in one sense, remarkably unchanged ever since the Norman Conquest
and from some time before that. ' OVERPAGE - =
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Continuing 'HONEYCHURCH' .

The church was founded well before the Norman Conquest ‘as 1ts name clearly
. indicates., The small building of that time was replaced completely about the

"middle of the twelfth century by the little stone building which we see today.
- An entry in fthe épiscopal register of John Bothe (Blshop of Exeter from 1465 to
- 1478) refers to "3t. Mary of Honeychurch? when a new Rector was 1nst1tuted on

“the 18th December, 1466,

At first sight the church we now sece appears to be a typlcal 11ttle Devon
church of the perpendicular period, but in fact it is essentially a Norman - church
of nave and chancel to which a small western towar and south porch were added,
probably:-late in the fifteenth century., .There are clear indications of the Norman
origin of the nave and chancel; for example the south window of the chancel with

iits deep splay and a small round-headed opening in the north wall of the nave.
Then there are two twelfth-century corbels now placed on eithér side of the south
door. Finally, the font, a soulptured tub font of unusual design, is mid-twelfth
century in date and almost certainly marks the completion of the rebuilding of
Huna's church in stone. In the latter part of the fifteenth century the Norman
church itself was partly re-constructed, added to, and refurnished. A small
tower was added at the western end which still contains three bella, Two of
these are probably contemporary with the tower. The third - the treble - has been
dated from the time of WMary I (1553-58). In the fifteenth century, too, the
chancel arch was rebuilt and séveral windows were altered or added in place of the
small Norman windows. The external magonry of nave and chancel, of small uncoursed
rubble, is that of the original twelfth-century’ church in contrast to the coursed
magonry of the Perpendicular tower.

The church was re-seated at the same time, or perhaps was given seats for the
first time, and these medieval benches remain substantially untouched to this day.
Some have roughly carved ends but most are plain oak. The nave was glven a new
roof with carved ribs, hosses and wall plates and ceiled over. This remains
unaltered., Last of-all a porch was added on the south side, perhaps in thé early
sixteenth century. The plain box-pews on the south smde of the nave are of
eighteenth-century date. - :

One small puzzling feature remains and that is the medleval cooking pots now pre-
-served in a glass case in thé nave. The priest's door in the south wall of the
chancel had been blocked up and filled in at some date - possibly in the eighteenth
century. - and when it was re- opened in 1914 these pots were found in the filling.
It is impossible to say how they got there, unless the material used for the '
fllllng camg from a site close to one of the farmhouses (perhaps Middle: Town) which
had long been used as a rubbigh dump, including warn-out pots., The transfer of
archeological material in this accidential manner is well known t6 occur on and
near long used 51tes. The 0ld pots would have been regarded as a useful- "flll-up?

Honeychurch is one of the 31mp1est and most unsophlstlcated country interiors in
the whole of England. It is essentially a small twelfﬁh—century church altered
and improved in the late fifteenth century, and hardly touched since. It owes itsa
preservation from any kind of vigorous Victorian "restoration" to the fact that it
has always been a small parish without a squire, and without the money to ruin i1t
by reckless alterations as happened in gso many of our parish churches in the
Victorian period. There is occasgionally something to be said for not having too
much money.

Partly because there has probably never been a resident squlre, Honeychurch has
only one modest mural monument. This is to John Dunning, who died on 3rd March :

1778, "

There are no sgpecifiec picnic sites around, but it should not prove difficult to

pull off the pretty narrow lanes - and there is the Inn back in Sampford Court..nay
and Hotels and Cafe's in Okhampton, Incidentally, it is quite feasable to call

in at Chagford after leaving Mortonhampstead - have a look at Castle Drogo and
Fingle Bridge, and after visiting Honeychurch to return to Thurlestone golng back
through Olthampton on the Tavistoeck road and leaving Tavistock via the Princetown
road, DUDLEY DRABBLE
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Moles / by the Farish Clerk

Council Meetings were held on 16th December in Thurlestone Parish Hall
and at Bantham on the 27th January, this latter meeting being attend
by 25 parishioners.

The Ministerial statement to the House of Commons in December that ELC
cleanliness standards are to apply to many West Country beaches, includ-

ing Thurlestone, signified modest progress achieved by our anti-pollution
campaign, but as no Government assistance to the Water Authority was

intended, the new system for the district could gtill be delayed ‘for many
years, The‘Councll will continue its efforts to persuade the authorities

‘that clean teaches and a good infrastructure promote tourism to Devon

better than artificial amenitiesd., A formal protest was recorded in respect
of the continued failure to rvemedy the faults in the sewerage system below
the Mead Egtate.

At the December. Meeting, District Councillor Jack Thomas sought the
opinions of Parishioners on the Kingsbridge Barrage Project, but the maj-
~ority did not favour that scheme, and in January it was learned that the
project had been shelved, at least whilst a report was prepared on the
Kingsbridge Pool 'and Council land in the area.

The Council objected to a proposed extension of the wajer-skiing ares

on the Avon Esiuary, and pressed for the Bye-law tc become effective wilth
-out further 4elay., Mr. Thomas reported that the SHDC Health and General
Services Committee was expected to support that view, but certain formal-
-1ties concerning the extension proposal would have 1o be observed,

Action to remedy the poor condition of many roads, especially Buckland Rd,
Post Office Lene and the Road to Bantham Ferry was discussed., Councillors
congidered that the dangers and delays on the A,384 road at Riverford

‘Bridge, Dartington were unlikely to be eased by the signal-controlled

one-way shuttle flow system being installed. Repregsentatlons to the
District and County Councils were to be made for the construction of a
gecond bridge (eg. Bailey) was still most urgently required for ¥his
principal traffic route to the South Hams.

Parish Councillor Derrick Yeoman was asked to head a Committee to,
co-orflinate any Parish participation in the Fourth Centennary Celebrations
of the Spanish Armada, 1t being delieved that the Spanish Fleet was first
sighted from Thurlestone Churchtower. Anyone with information, souvenirs
or ideas are asked to contact Mr. Yeoman on 560607,

The two new Information Boards are now being erected in Thurlestone and
Bantham by the Heritage Coast Service, who are also inveptigating the
security of the disused shafts at Leas Foot and re-siting a new litter
bin in a more suitable location above Broadsands Beach.

The Parish FPrecept of a one penny rate would sfill be one of the lowest of
any parish in the South Hams. It was agreed that Polling Cards should not
need to be specially printed for the Parish Council election procedure,

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, 24th MARCH 1987, at

2,30 p.m; in the PARISH HALL, THURLESTONE., Speakers invited to attend:

County Councillor SIMON DAY, Chief—Inspector J H.BAVERSTOCK, M B.J.HARDING

ﬁhe Divigional Surveyor of Devon County Council for this area, and

District Councillor J.V.THORMAS.

ALL PARISHIONERS ARE URGED TO ATTEND THIS MLETING as well as the usual

Parish Council Meetings. WG LADD
(560686}
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.;VILLAGE VOICE LOOKS AT AWOTHER OI’ LHURLESTONE'S OLDEST HOUSDS

THIS
s

“THE COTTAGE

It sits behind the big iron gate.and the little courtyard with
a" gecrétive ‘air, Visitors who pass along the raised footpath
opp051te often stop and stare at the little pink and yellow sign
high. up on the wall over the front door, but unless they use
binoculars or have the most fantastic eye81ght they'll never make
out what it is. Prom that distance the sign looks very much like

“d pink and yellow rose, What it- really is we'll come to in a moment,

but first the house,

This is The Cottage. Just that Not Holly Cottage, or Rose
Cottage, or Something Else Cottage. It is The Cottage. It is shown
on Ordnance Survey maps as thet and it has E een just that for many
many years. But not always.

Once  upon a time - way back in the 1700's - it was called
Hington's Cnttage and, despite that, was owned by one of the
gentlemen of the v111age a Mr, Thomas Square. Mr. Square not only
owned Hington's Cottage, he owned 34 acres of land hazeitod,. Much

of the ground on which the Mead now stands was: his as was all that

marshy ground lnwer dowvn, knowh then as Playstnw or The Ley, which
leads dAwn to"TLeys Poutil

"The Cnttage is now the home of Mr and Mre, Robert Hlde. Mrs Hlde'

‘mother bought the cottage in 1922, Bob Hide 18 a retired foresten,
- a real expert on trees and timber, .-who saw war service with the

Army forestry companies in Normandy and the Ardennes., Both Bob and
Jean 11ide are great enthusiasts about Thurlestone and its history
d tell me that an expert study of some of the mortar used .in the

.Gottage dates it as at least 1630 and probably earlier. But the

section which. joins 1t tn Broads. is. much later.

~Like many of the nld houses in Thurlestone, The - Cottage had its
share of shipwreck timbers used in its constructimsn, and one of
them when. taken out +to make more room was so sound that it has
been re-usged by builders in some much more modern work in the
village.

Al]l really. old houses present a puzzle to those who laak at them

’today and wonder whether the stairs were really there or whether an

0ld fireplace lies behind some recently smoothad wall, But the
puzzle for .Bob Hide is not in the bulldlng, but outside in the
garden at the back. :

And it is only when you are stand1ng in the orchard at the back
that yoi get some real idea of-the joy of The Cottage, Whoever
built it knew exactly what he was doing, Simple lines make it &
house of great beauty, Inoking up at it from the slore of the
orchard, you get an incredible feeling of the past, Get too fanciful
and :you can almost see Thrmas Square strolling with his guests in
the garden on some sammer evening of long, logg 8go.

‘But that very garden is a puzzle all right., Someone at some .
timoe ~ before 1777 for the garden shows clearly on the Courtenay




The Cottage continued:

Map of that date -~ someone brought in cartload after cartload of
good earth to raise up a quadrangular garden on a level with the
house. It was obviously a very formal affair for walks are shown
on that old map. In the stewsrd's book that goes with that old
map, detailing for Sir William Courtenay, Barl of Devon, all his
Thurlestone holdings, Hington's Cottage 1g described as "House,
Cellar, Court, Garden and Orchard" of one rood and 34 poles or
perches. The older readers of Village Voice will, of course,
remember that there were 40 poles or perches to a rood, and 40
roods toa mn acre, They would also know that a square pole or
perch was 30% square yards. And if they know all that, I'm going
to leave them to work out the sixe of the house and garden for
themselves!

The puzzle about the raised garden is that there is no
apparent break in the banks which bound the garden thmough which
those earth carts could have come, And the gap that existed all
those years ago betwecen the cottage and Broads, which in 1770 was
called "Home Tenement", looks far too narrow for carts. How did
they do 1it, puzzles Bob Hide -~ and why? Such effort, And yet the
raised garden was obviously put in after the little building away
from the house at the back - once used as the loo - for the earth
of the garden comes halfway up its wall,

At one time the Hides, heving read the 1777 description of
their home, were convinced they were sitting on a cellar,
Fortunately before they started digging, Bob Hide's research
showed that a cellar in those days often simply meant an above-
ground foodstore! : L

Now. to that pink and yellow sign on the front of the house
which once was buried under the wall plaster close up to the
thateh, It is in fadt a coppgr plate and years ago when Gordon
Jeffery was painilhg The Cottage - on one of his first jobs after
he set up on his own - he began to uncover it, At first he.
reported to the Hides that it was a woman, But as more emerged -
from the plaster he corrected this saying: "It's a well-~developed
manl" -Well, man it is, or rather god, for the sign depicts Atlas
holding the world on his back., It is in fact a "Pire Mark",
issued by the Atlas Insurance Company sometime between 1808 and
1838 to show that the premises were insured against fire.

The Atlas issued its first fire policy on Midsummer Day, 1808
when Britain was at war with Napoleon, SiX:-weeks later they had
their first fire loss and paid in full, The business spread and
it would be nice to think that they had a keen salesman in the
Thurlestone area, for there is another fine example of the fire
mark of Atlas in South Milton, This can be clearly seen from the
road on the wall of "Little Thatch',

Atlas had its own fire brigade and each fireman had a silver
arm badge, which also protected him from being taken by the Prass
Gangs, Whether the Atlas had their own fire team in this area I
don't know, but fire - don't we know it - was much feared in
thatched villages and timbered towns, Notices posted in public - -
places at that time warned that if any servant was convicted of
having caused a fire through negligence, he or she would forfeit
£100 or get 18 mounths hard labour, For anyone found guilty of
arson the penalty was death, And the gallows was often set up o
the site of the crime go the criminal swung amid the blackened
ruing of hils handiwork,

You couldn't have a bigger deterent than that, but the fire
mark was also thought to have special powers. The word soon got
around that property bearing the fire mark gimply would not burn.,
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" Concluding "he Cottage Story:
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- Polloles were-never 1esued by the. Atlas wlthout the oopper plate
:flre mark, - which was always fixed to the property by an’ ! htilas -
official, :There was a ,fee for the mark .in addition ‘to. .the premium,
Mind you in the early. days it did happen that if one of the
private fire brigades was called out, but on arrival at the fire

= found thé building bore the mark of some other company and that.
nothing ¥earing their mark was in danger, well then they just
went. hame and let it burni Portunately that obv1ously never

happened to The Gottage!

Pootnote° Those -interested in seeing more fire marks w1ll find
a fine collection in the lounge of the Castle Inn,

Taunton.

KENDALL McDONALD

D|STR!CT (OUI\ICILLOR JACK THOI\MS

In view of the many queries and letters which the Plannlng Committee receive
when: detailsg of further houses on the Mead Estate are received, I thought it
would be helpful if I explained the situation and how the hands of the Planning
Committee are tied. e . -

The outllne for the development was granted in February 1960,

The outline congent and subsequent legal agreement establlshed that the develop—
-ment would be four dwellings 1o the acre, What ig not understood is, that
providing ‘the four dwellings to the acre is not exceeded over all the site -

gome deres can be less -than four (some already built are) and therefore gome
can be more than four to the acre.

Regardlng quage, the South West Water stlll insist the pipe is capable Qf deal—
-ing with all houses already built and there is no control over the remaining
dwellings to be built at the Mead as there is the outstanding outline plannlng
permigsion. : -

Any question of covenants on the estate is entirely a matter between the
owner/purohaser and the developer. :

KINGSBRIDGE BARRAGE: .-

This scheme has been put on ice ! 'In other words no more money will be
expended on outside Consultants, but the Management Team have been. asked to-
look at the whole area around the Estuary including all the. Council owned. land,.
and when this is prepared (not before the end of this year), there will be

full publie consultatlon before any action is taken, including the spendlng of
money. . S

LIFELIKNE

Indluded iy thiag issue of your village magazine .are full details of the Piper
Lifeline Emergency Alarm System, The Equipment includes a Piper Iifeling
alarm unit, Matthed Radio pendant, 13 amp mains electricity plug and telephone
socket: plug. Total cost of +this Equipment is £333,50 (including Vahe MY, There
ig an additional cost of 50p per week (plus VAT) Central control user oharge
(Potal weekly of 58p 1nclud1ng VAT) and £20 per ‘anmum for Service of equipment.
Alternatively the bqulpment may be rented for £2 per week inclugive of Service
and V.A.T). )

It is the user's respnsibility to provide the telephone line and: pay all the
normal line rental charges and tall charges to British Telecom. Piper lifeline
will not operate on a shared line. If a number of people are interested it
could be peossible for a demonstration to be arranged in the Village Hall,
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’H/\e PenSIOnets
Devm\

As if we ildn't know!

Government statlstlns, it is reported
show that Devon and Cornwall are
beeoming wighly popular as retipre-.

~ment arens for pensioners from other

parts of the country. & quarter of
Devon's total population is drawing
a pension. :

The statlstics show that Devon'
population of 988,000 in 1985
lneluded 226,000 pensioners with
87,000 of them aged 75 or older.

In Devon it is no surprise to find
that of ‘Torbay's population of
118,000 about 34,000 arec retired,

but the greatest number of pen31oners
is concentirated arcund Plymouth
where 44,000 live among a populatlon
of 253,000,

Of 11,340 babies born in Devon during
1985, almost 2m000 were illegitimate,
but in Cornwall 760 out of 5,200

babies were born to unmarried mothers.

Migration to Devon in 1985 increased
the population by 15,000.

The estimated population of Engiand
End Wales on June 30th. 1985 (the
most recent date for such figures)
was 49,924, 000, and increase of
289, 000 or 0.6 percent since 1981, -

Figures quoted are from tables _
produced by the Office of Population,
Conasenses and Surveys,

Surprising
A fisherman has reported: "Sometime
ago I had occasion to read the
gcales of a 13 pound bass, for a
fish scale records annual growth.by
rings like those of a tyee and T was
amazed to discover that.this bass.
was a least 50 years old, So it.
had been travelling the estuaries
and beaches of Devon and- Cornwall

hefore the start of the last war, ;/'

wonder how many more years it might
have lived, save for its unfortunate
encounter with an anglexr?i.

0f course, trees are the real long
livers and the 0dd Yew 4is known to

- a record,.but

- really dre quite wrong:

. PLEASE NOTE;

be 2, OOO years 0ld; oaks some 400 years,
redwoods 2,000 plus and a famous
Welllngtonia known as 'General Sherman'
has been around for an unimaginawkle 4,000
yedrs.

It has Wween scientifieally reported that
a Buropean elam lived 116 years - surely
,. Strange as it may seem,
a female ootopus'survives for only two

©  yearsg-and mayflies for a brief hour

giving longevity a quige dlfferent
dlmen51on,

MANY A TRUE WORD.....ee0.. 111

The West Devon chief executive is
reported when speaking of plans for a
miclear bunker in Tavistock:; "It
would accommodate a skeleton staff..."

:::::ﬁ:::::::ﬁ::::z:;;::===‘.====;=======

 DON'T BE AFRAID OF SPIDERS.,,..

Some people do have a most unreasonable

fear or loathing of spiders.  They
- "If you wish

to live and thrive, let the spider run-

“alive™, is what the 01d rhyme will tell

you.  They Have in times past been used
to heélp cure gout, ague, asthma and
even jaundice. You just swallowed an
arachnid, still wriggling and covered
in butter ! The more squeamish were
said to carry about their necks a
little bag with one or two live spiders
ingide - or even ate part of a web, and
the web rolled into a small ball was
rubbed onto a wart was- also claimed to
be beneficial,

At the conclusioﬁ of “Part
One of '0ld Thurlestone Pamilies!' it is
stated that the May/June issue will be
digtributed at the end of May. This is
obvicusly incorrect. Some copies have
been corrected, APRIL is correct datel
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rlﬂull Y The Carnival Collection

WARMEES Dream Conservatories for you to enjoy now

ﬂg

THE FABULOUS WEW RANGE OF 'GO ANYWHERE' CONSERVATORIES FROM
CRITTALL WARMLIFE.

FOR FREE BROCHURES AND NO OBLICATION INSTALLATION SURVEY PLEASE CONTACT:
~ LLOYD HUTCHINGS ON KINGSBRIDGE 560504 OR WRITE TO FREEPOST,KINGSBRIDGE,TQ7 3BR

AND GAZEBOS

it e



Be the first in your

road with these unique
Fenestra windows

Because we're first in
windows it's no surprise

that Crittall Warmlife have
the first-ever uPVC curved
head windows.

The stylish and rather
different Fenestra range says
so much about your home.
Send the coupon today, we'll

. . s
o A AP —WOOORIRDA N, R BV CA Ln YL nmih

be pleased to tell you more. ”EWSTL
Pecj £
. ’mrodﬁcto !
x Put doyy Y Offer;

=/ | Oepogy -3 Smay
% thera Nbe gg;u ang

With our finance plan Pay upyy 3 mgl'ng to
a small deposil is payable alter /ﬂSIallat oths
with order. lon,

our he

system can be installed quickly and
easlly at a fractlon of the cost.

. =/ ® 'High I glass can also be used In the

" JIRRphsE ; huge range of Crittall Warmlife vPVC or

|¢’s true! Crittall Warmlife secondary ~ Aluminlum replacement windows and
- double glazing with "High I" glass saves doors, again giving 3 65% heat saving|
- 65% of heat normally lost throughsingle- @ ‘High ! glass reduces fading to
glazing windows, That's as much as furniture caused by ultra viglet rays
enormously costly triple glazing cansave - .yet lets In the full warmth of the
- yet Crittall Warmlife’s secondary . winter sun.

90 YEARS CRITTALL EXPERIENCE % FULL |0 YEAR GUARANTEE

TO;CRITTALL Warmiite Freepost,Kingsbridge TQ7
Please send me afree colour brochure and full intormatiun. 3BER Y

NAME
ADDRESS.

Manbhar ol

Tel ephone No, '

OR TELEPHONE KINGSBRIDGE 550504
FOR PROMPT,PERSONAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE..
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Parish registers of baptisms,
marriages and burials are no. longer
kept in their respective parishes.
Before ours -were sent to the Devon .
Record Office, Caatle Street, Exeter,
Dr. Neville Oswald copied out all
the entries from 1650 to 1975,

He has now arranged them in alpha-
-betical order by surname, for easy
reference. The fair copy has heen
glven to the Rector for safe keeping,
together with a photo copy,

Anyone wishing to gee them should
get in touch with the Rector,
Prebendary P,S.Stéphens at the
Rectory, Thurlestone, Telephone
Kingsbridge 560232,

It's the chemistry | -

IF, like me, you find ‘the lists of -
ingredients which are to be seen

on everything in the shops these
days either faintly disturbing or -
downright baffling, you may like to.
see if you can guess where this
example of the-‘genre comes from....

"Water, isppropyl myristate, decyl
oleate, propylene glycol, stearic
acid, squalene wheatgerm oil,
Polyamino sugar condensate, Allan-
~toin, pantheol, glyceryl stearate,
glyceryl stearate SE, lanolin oil,
polysorbate, dimethicone, carbomer
941, triethanolamine, methylparaben,
propylpaxben, bucylparaben triso-
~dium’ EDTA fragrance.

aab s
< . L

The answer° . _
A bottle of Miss Dior body lotion.

If you ever wondered why it was so
exXpensiveseess 111

HEADS DOWN

T was once asked. to plant out a
dozen ‘blackecurrent bushes. When I
had done this to my satisfaction,

I was told, "That's' not the way -
you plant them with! the roots upper-
most!" I thought at first the chap
was joking, but no, he insisted that

COCKLES

it should be done like that. Anyway,

dupring the winter the aerial roots were

cut back and next spring a profusion of
young gtems arose from the branches

which should have been above ground from .
the start but had now begun es subterr-~
-anean suckers., There was of course no
fruit that year, but the following '

. summer produced a bumper crop - the

fineat I've ever seen, in fact. It
geems there was ‘a certain method in
thig seeming madriess for blackcurrants
fruit from young wood, whereas red
currants, for example, fruit from the
6ld.

. I*m always ready to learn.

P E R e e e e b S B e

In the few years of war when I was

stationed out in the Bast a vexry good
comrade of mine came from Sheringham’
Norfolk and I spoke of the cockleridge

at Bantham, "Oh, he said, first you dig
tem up in a bucket. Then you wash 'em
over and over till the water comes clear.

-1 . Then you chuck in a few handfuls of

- flour; they will eat that and it makes
.. Yem spit out the grit.
i'em ti11 they come out of thelr shells."

Then you boil

I dont like sheelfish personally, but

" that 1nformat10n is offered gratls for
‘what it may be worth P .

IN THE DARK HOURS

-away there is something I
to bitterly resent,

As the passing yedrs tend to wither me
have tended
I have accustomed
myself to prolonging the day, and T will

resign mymelf to beginning it before I

feel it is worth beginning, but this -
other thing, this awful interloping-

~ piece of time, neither honest today nor

splendid tamorrow, is a horror..

You suddently wake up, open your eyes,
expecting welcome daylight and the morn-
~ing posgt, only to discover it 1s still
dark, that nothing is happening. You
roll over, turn back then turn over again,

_eurl your legs up, stretch them out, push

your hands under the pillow, then take
them out, all to no purpose, You seem 1o
be thrust, with dreadfully alert conseiou-
-snesg, into some black no-man?g-land of
time. Do you ever get like that ©? Drop
me a line if you know a cure!:- ~ ‘
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The DEVON COUNTY LIBRARY SERVICES
have advised that with effect! from.

9th January 1987 the MOBILE LIBRARY

will operate ag follows:

The Service will operate on Friday'
visit: Thurlestone FORTNIGHTLY

10 40 am
11,20 am

VILLAGE HALL arrival time .
CHURCH - arrival time

January 9th and 23rd
February -6th and 20th

March 6th and 20th

April 3rd Holiday

May 1st. 15th and 29%h.

June 12th and 26th

July 10th., and 24th

August. Tth and 21st,
September 4th and 18th _
October 2nd., 16th, and 3Cth,
November 13th and 27th.
Deoember 11th. Holiday

May I suggest you make a note on

your calendar - and you will then
know at a glance the date of the

next visit ! .

PARTISH AGRICULTURAL ADVISER

Mr. R.J.Dayment was appointed in
thig capacity by the Parish Council

and will join Messrs Yeoman, Hurrell,
Grose, Rodney Stidston and Peter: -

Giles on the Parish Emergency
Committee.

PARISH RATE FRECEPT

To- cover the financial year from '
18t. ApriI 1987 to 31st March 1988

the Council have precepted for a 1p.

rate - a .4p increase on the past

two years, but they had to consider.
their liability for the cost of the

Parish Council Election in May.
Any surplug will see a reduced
Precept in 1988, '

23rd June.

"~ haven't any rum.

- 'MAKE A NOTE OF THE DATES OF PARISH
CQUNCIL MEETINGS IN 1987.

10th March.  21st. April.

Annual Parish Council Meeting - the

"first Meeting of the new Council

12th May .
11th Augugt.
22nd. Septembem,

3rd, November
15th, December. o '

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING will be held

on 24th March

 That's the one where you have your sayl

ALL, THESE DATES ARE ON A TUESDAY

1 01d Tom stopped digging in iy gerden and
leaned on his spade. "Cold," he said,

#Just the day for a drop. ‘o rum and

‘ot milk," "I'm sorry," I said, "I

I could make you a’
mug of hot cocoa." He ignored my offer,
and went on dreamily, "I did a job for

. -a varmer once. 'BE 'ad a aick cow. Vet
‘said give un rum and milk.

My Job was
to take it to un. Good stuff it were
too.". He paused, lost in pleasant.
memories. "What happened to the cow,
Tom?" [ asked. "Ch - e' died." - e

YOUR VILLAGE IN AD 2000

- Will our village be a thriving community

in the year 20007 Will it still be a
village. What do you propose to do
about the future of our parish?.

Susanna Friel, Rural.Officer with the
Community Council of Devon spkse if there .
might be sufficient. interest in this

very important subgect to.perhaps start
Courses covering topics of local interest
-how the countryside has changed, who
does what in local government, what is
the Rural Development Programme, plann-.
~ing, housing, transport, schools, with
gcope -for items of particular interest
to’ the community concerned. If there

was sufficient support in this parish

= and-only then - could Susanna Friel

be asked to organise the Courses.

VILLAGE GREEN
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LQCAL FRESH FISH .

".‘*'Anms &mmmus' |

ESTATE AGENTS AND VALUERS i

For p ropertics throughout the South Hams ¢
PROPERTY PAPER AVAILADLE g

A e g " 99 Fore Street 54 Fore Strect
_" — T * KINGSBRIDGE - SALCOMBE tz
i . i Telephone 8131 Tclephonc 2977 .
P S . ¥ !.m'ul ir l =

- TEL ngs brndge
. 560422

DELIVERIES EVERY TUESBAY

N .
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Len and Kate Hubbard
invite you to come and bI’OWbe

Thurlestone Kingsbridge.
Leather bags, porcelain,pottery, woodtumnn
WATER COLOURS by LEN. H.HUBBARD.

’Eé-lephone. Ksngsbﬁtcige Séaozst.“
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Mt the Turn of the Century

The Reverend Frank Coope, an old Harrovian with a small privaté inconme,
d901ded that his young famlly should be brought up in a large country parscnage
by the sea. App01nted rector in 1897, he and his family came down from Sussex
to face the rigours of rural existence at the rectory with its oil lampa and
candlec, no bathroom, an outside earth closet and buckets of water from the
v1llage well. Within a decade they had settled down, their household then
comprising eleven children, a governess, a nurse, two maids and various dally
helps who came to launder and scrub, Day to day purchases were vexy much in:
the hands of the coftagers, with the butcher and baker oallingrat intervals

and the village shop and post office supplying a limited range of goods.

Exploring the village shortly after he arrived, the rector found the
Chandos Poles living guietly nearby and the Groses trying to establish a amall
hotel, principally for visiting golfers. A1l the other residents lived in-
dark, damp and overcrowded cottages, Ma great many of them unfit for human
habitation." He had some of them condemned by the Sanitary Inspector but
when he threatenedAthe landowners, he received nothing but personal abkuse and
temporary ostracism (his wife continued to be suitably accepted) and |
aohieved virtually no improvements. All water was drawn from a well in the
middle of the village and carried home by women in two pails on a wooden yolk
acroas thelr shouiders, the clatter of the pattens on their shoes belng a
- Pamilia¥® sound in the rough and often muddy village gtreet, Yet the cottagers
were happy degpite thelr hard lives. They had their own festivities in summer
and winter; at night, youths could be. heard or their way home from the inn at
the bottom of the hill "singing as they went with their accordion and mouth
organs getting the tunes .. harmonious singing not raucous or drunken." A trip
to Kingsbridge mlght lead to a fllrtatlon or an offer of work. Down on the
beach ‘a ileet of Portugese men~-of-war drifted in one day with their. bright
blue sails, to be cast ashore in thelr hundreds and perlsh in' the sun, Soon
afterwards, the bay was invaded by a swarm of octopus which ravaged the .erab
pots and scared bathers. '

The rector had an early opportunlty to gample the flavour of -village
1life at the 1naugurat10n of the 'mew-gtyle' Parish Counecil, which took over
from the church respongibility for local government, when he was propeosed as
Chairman "because he had the advantage of not having had time to mix in the
politicg of the placea" However, there was considerable opposition Yo this
proposal although it was enventually ruled 'that the meeting was only too glad
to sece the rector and any other strangers that might be present'. |

(With acknowledgement to Neville C. Ogwald, a Kingsbridge Gazette Repord
of 19.3. 87 and to Kendall McDonald's 'Just a-Co‘btage' pp 143=168)
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The decks were cmvered with snow, and there was a constant driving of sleet.

In fact, Cape Horn had set in with good earnest. In the midst of all this,

and before it became dark, we had all the studding-sails to make up:and stow
away, and then to lay aloft and rig in all the booms fore and aft, and coil
away the tacks, sheets, and halyards. This was pretty tough work for four or
five hands, in the face of a gale which almosy took us off the yards, and with
ropes so atiff with ice that it was almost impossible to bend them. I was
nearly half an hour out on the end of the fore yard, tfrying to coil away and
gtop down the top-mast studding-sail ftack and lower halyards. It was after dark
when we got through, and we were not a little pleased to hear four bells struck,
which sent us below for two hours, and gave each of usg a pot of hot tea with
our cold beef and bread, and, what was better yet, a suit of thick, dry cloth-
-ing, fitted for the weather, in place of our thin clothes, whlch were wet
through and now frozen stiff,

This sudden turn, for which we were so little prepared, was ap unacceptable to
me as to any of the rest; for I had been troubled for several days with a slight
tooth-ache, and thisg cold weather, and wettlng and freezing were not the best
thlngs dn the world for it.

When we went on deck at eight bells, it had stopped snowing, and there were a
few stars out, but the clouds weére still.black; and it was blowing a steady gale.
Just before midnight, I went aloft and sent down the mizzen royal yard, and had
the good luck to do it to the satisfaction of the mate, who said it was done
" out of hand and shipshape". The next four hours below were little relief to
me, for I lay awake in my berth, .the. whole . time, from the pain in my face, and
heard every bell gtrike, and at four o tclock, turned out with the watch, feeling
little spirit for the hard duties of the day. Bad weather and hard work at sea
can be borne up against very well, if one only has spirit and health; but there
is nothing brings a man down, at such a time, like bodily pain and want of "
sleep, There was, however, too much to do to allow time to think; for the gale
of yesterday, and fthe heavy seas we met with a few days before, whlle we had
- ten degrees more southing to make, had convinced the captain that we had gome-
-thing before us which was not to be trifled with. and orders were given to
send down the long top-gallant masts. It was an interesting sight to see our
noble ship, dismantled of all he# top-hamper of long tapering masts and yards,
and boom pointed with spear-headf which ornamented her in port; and all that
canvag, which a few days before had covered her like a cloud,. from the trock
to the water's édge, spreading far out beyond her hull on elther gide, now gone;
and she, stripped, like a wrestler for the fight. It corresponded, too,; with
the desolate character of her situation; - alone, as she wasg, battling with
gtorms, wind, and 1ce, at this extremity of the globe, and in almost constant
night,

From 'Two Years Before the Mast"- R.H. DANA

( ‘ l | [h, [) inli; r\l Why not see your name in the pages of your

village magazine. A page of Village Voice {(or
two 1if you make it possible) - is open t0o every youngster - age, say, 4 to 11
- a gtory, a letter, a drawing or a poem., Many Parish Magazines are given
- great support by village boys and girls about what they do and what they like. .
"Send something along before 10th April to: Village Voice, 10 Backshay Close,
South Milton, Kingsbridge, TQ7 3JU. or just drop your notes through the letter
box of !'Just-a-Cottage! and save the postage. We do look forward to hearing
from you. = K ;
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A Fme Ffree House mnqe o/ DvaughT Bee'r
— Ciders, Wines and Spirits.—
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