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The'Views and opiniong expressed 1n the pages of Village Voilce
should not be taken to be the views or opinions of dhy member
'oflThurlestone Parish Council and should be ascribed only to
ﬁhe‘aﬁthors concerned. - '
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~ THE PALRISH COUNCIL meeting of May 8 got off to a gentle start
as parish council meetings usually do. Apart from the usual business
we were there to hear the plans of South West Water for cleaning up
Thurlestone's sewage problems, particularly of course those of Leas
Foot beach, We were to hear the regults of marine tests of tides
and currents on our pollution, and we knew that the answer would
probably be a long sea outfell,

But we were unprepared for what really happened. It is fair %o
gay that we emerged into the night horrified by what we had heard.
For it gradually became clezy, aB the water company spokesmen -
talked to us that Thurlestonels little local difficulty had been
hijacked into a vast scheme to solve the sewage problems of Kingg=
bridge,and calcombe and Hopel

Such a stheme is going to need & huge primary sewage treatment
works being built on dur doorstep with the settlement tanks covering
an area of six scres) And the works itself, pumping station and all
that goes with 1t will need even more acres, ind then you have got
to have the long sea pipe running out some 2 kilometres off shore
because even after treatment the residue is full of bacteria,

No wonder the company spokesman at the meeting told us that
there would be a "cost" to the environment as well as the big
financial one., Ko figure was given of the costs of 211 this but
informed guesses put it as over £10,000,000,

Where 1s such a huge sewage works going to be built? All we
could glean from the SWW men wag that they would prefer gomewhere
high to ease the pumping needed to get the sewage to sea. But
commonsense tells you that it would have to be somewhere near to the
problem, The only place for a sewage works covering ten acres would
have to be out in the countryside.

. Now do you see why we were horrified? TYou will no doubt have
‘noticed that where we all live we are aurrounded by suitable places
for treatment. Add to that the fact that the pipe will have %o he
‘buried six feet under the seabed and commonsense again tells you
thet you are looking for a gandy bay, So forget the poll tax, the
big question is - where's thalt sewage works going to go?
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TOCAL NEWS...LOCAL NEWS...LOCAL NI.S...LOCAL WBWS..LOCALL WEWS...LOCAL NEWS.,L

_ A NEW LIST OF LISTED BUILDINGS in' the parish has come from
. the Department of the Environment: All the bulldings, with one
exception, are Grade Two, which meons they are "buildings of .
gpecial interest, which warrant every effort being made to preserve
then", S : - " R '

The‘exoeption is Thurlestdne:Church which ‘goes one better and
is Grade Two Star, which makes it a "particularly important
- building of more than special interest", .

- Dhe buildings listed are: Clanacombej Dovecote at Clanacombej
- ——_v—-fNe£$h—Hp$9nf£a£mhousej_Worihy_farmhou394_Banthamnﬂgs.lleiBanih@m_
. boathouge at 95X6644393 Sloop Inng Rest Buckland Myrtle Cottage- and
Cob Cottages West Buckland:Buckland Cottage; 01d Farm and 01ld Farm -
Cottages Mey Cottage; Clematis. Cottage and Court Cottage;-Peep of
Day and Rock Cottages Peor Tree Cottage; and Thurlestone: Chest ‘
Tomb, Tm.South of Churchjy The Cottagej The 01d Rectorys; Thatchways;®
Nos 1,2 and % Church Cottages; Bay Tree Cottoge and The Nooks Vine
Cottage and Village Stores; Snowdens (formerly 01d P.0.); Just-a-
Cottage and ‘Trethurle; Home Cottaoge, ' : n :

.+ As far og the Department of the Invironment is concerped this
new "Resurvey" list Trepresents all that is "listable" in thg parish,
and they don't expect to add more for o number of yeaors, though
some with interior features not obvious from outside might be

added, Anyone with problems about listing can ring Alan Cheethan,
SHDC's Conservation Officer on Totnes (0803) 864499 extension 288,

| Tagle Developmenfs report that R,A.Reece of the Mead won
their Thurlestone photographic competition and‘theAprize
of £50. Due to the low entry they will not be staging
the plonned exhibition of photographs.

CONGRATULATIONS to PETER HURRELL AID DERRICK YROMAN onm thelr
unanimous re-election to the Parish Council posts of Chairman
‘and Vice~Chairman., Peter Hurrell has been Chairman for ten years
and Derrick Yeoman Vice~Chairman for 14, '

A date for your diary which grrived too late to be put into

our list of dates for 1990 (which you'll find further on in
this issue: On October 18, the Harbour Bookshops of Kingsbridge
and Dartmouth will be holding a "Meet the Authors" lunch at the
Thurlestone Hotel. The lunch will be chalred by Tony Soper and
best~geller names have already agreed to attend. : ‘

Another important anniversary comes along this month) On June 14,
1980, Mr.Neil Girling put down the 10% deposit of £8,900 and
bought the Sloop at Bantham, Mind you, he didn't actually take
over until July 15, Local historians should note that on that
day beer at the Sloop cost 50p per pint!




S5 VILLAGER

WaAS SHOGKED.TO_SEE THE ARCHERS are launching a magazine called

- Village Voice. Though my second thought was that imitation is the
sincerest form of flattery, I 51111l think that the BBC's longesgt~
running radio soap shouldn't have stolen our title, Beware then
of cheap imitations - there is only one Village Voice and that is
the one you are holding now,

T wag slightly mollified however to find that the Archers cast
are to write the contents of their Village Voice which means it
will be dreadful - actors are unable to talk about anything but
themselves and often begin to believe, like trendy clerics, that
they can improve on the words they are given to speak, guch as
thoge in the Bible or the works of William Shakespears,

I am intrigued though about'the Archers! choice of"vVillage Voicel
_ Which brings another dreadful thought - you don't think that any
of those ghastly Archers 1ive round here, do you? ‘

+ + + + + + o+ +

WAS DELIGHTED TO SEE THE AMOUNT of money raised by dJoan Mackenzie
and her team by the auction at the perish llall for the roof of
same, £2,10%3.,401 Surely that's a record for the amount raised from
any single event ever held in Thurlestone. Correct me if I'm wrong.
Wwill it ever be beaten? : L

+ ok + + + + + + + +

WAS SORRY TO B® PROVED RIGHT about South West Water, Did not
Vvillage Voice advise you to buy SWW shares and use the votes
they gave you to throv the bosgses out? Have you forgotten the
reason why we said so? Remember what those seme water bogsses
promised in 1976 - that after that drought water for the South~West
would never be a problem again. Remember what they said when the
raing finally came in 1989 - that their new plans meant that water
in the South-West would never be a problem agaln, That Roadford
Reservoir was to wife the words "standpipe” and "hosepipe ban" from
South Hems residents memories. But whaet's this? After only four-
days of sunshine, our local newspapers inform us that South West
‘Water are saying "we cen't rule out the possibility of restrictions
on the use of water in the months apead", Sack 'em - that's the
only real way to make sure that water will never be a problem again.



VITLAGEH CONTINULG.

I WAS PLEASED TO HEAR those dreadful chairs in the @hurch,
more suitable for a tea sorvice tkan the religious kind, are
on their_way out and we are going to have proper church pews
once again, ‘ ;

I say '"onee again' because the Church originally had,
‘super pews, though I don't suppose we'll be allowed to have
them in the original style. You see until some time around
1850, when the Reverend Peregrine Arthur Ilbert was Rectorx,
the pews were really great boxes with domrs nnd so tall were
most of them that when the sermon began and everyone settled
themselves down only the heads of the really tall men could '
be seen over the tops. find when it was cold the bare heads ‘
- — of the men were Sheltered tinder ~bil pocket-handkerchiefsli— — -
It seems the ideal setting for listening to a sermon, but
the Reverend Peregrine decided otherwise,

4 written record of what went on then still exists today.
It says: "There was & terrible tempest in the village when
the Rector held a parish meeting to arrange about reseating
-~ the church, the farmers rising as one man to protest against
. their comfortable boxes and corners being removed. for open:
geats. This was the first parish in the neighbourhood to
suggest such an inovation, and they did not at all appreciate
the honour of being pioneers! The meeting dissolved in uproar,
and the people thought the matter had dropped, but that was not
" the case,. T '

"The rector was a determined men, and, having made up his
mind as to what was the right thing to do, intended to carry it
through, regardless of consequences, though it had to be done
entirely at his own expense, So all through the winter months
he and his devoted carpenter ( & deaf man who knew how to keep
0 silent tongue in hils head when' t'Maister' desired it) worked
away in the blg barn, carving and planing end fitting, no one
knowing what work was in progress till all was ready.,

Then one fine Monday morning in the spring, a band of
workmen arrived at the church with axes and hammers, and almost
before the news got about that !summat was doin' up to chairch!
the o01d high pews were all demolished and carted away end the
new well-made open seats put in their places} It was all.
finished within the week, but when the congregation arrived the
next Sunday morning and found theilr hoxes had disappeared then
there was a hubbub! It was like disturbing a hornets! nest,
Many of the men marched straight out of church again and held
an indignetion meeting in the churchyard, one farmer saying
that'he hoped old Nick would fly away with him if he ever set
foot in the church again', 'Cri-massy}' said the old mason,
overhearing the remark, 'T hope he won't make no mistake then,
for my pew's next to his'ni', Another man was heard to say:
iThese new sates is clean against Scripter; why,don't the Bible
$ell us 'to go into thy closet and shut 1o the door!, and how
ig us to do that if there bean't no door to shut?!" .

In time, off course the new"seats" which were more like
the modern pew than anything else werc accepted, And then even
those were reploced with chairs some time around the turn of
the century, certainly before 1908, Aind now we are to have
pews back again; certainly the hunt for pews has gterted and
it is hoped that a "redundant church", if you can have such
o thing, will provide Thurlestone with suitable seating..
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SAVE ALL THE RUSH & CRUSH OF TOWN SHOPPING !!

DAIRY PRODUCE FROZEN FOODS
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doger Hind

Insurance Broker

Britton House, 8/10 Fore Street, Kingsbridge,
South Devon TQV INY

Telephone: Kingsbridge (0548) 2833/3340/7529

ok REDUCED Rates for lHousehold Contents

Insurances for nwners/occup1ers over aqe 50

*  SPECIAL Rates for Building Insurances
including Thatched Properties

* NO HAGES DECLARATIONS at the"year end on
Public Liability for the smaller business

HOME  INCOME PLANS SURVEY

Thinking of raising capital on your home?
Money tied-up in your most valuable asset?

Don't do anything until you've read our FREE,
INDEPENDENT Booklet on the BEST Plans available.

There are now so many Schemes on offer and so
many things to consider, ASK FOR INDEPENDENT
ADVICE from us. | |
Cail in, phone or write to us:-

Malcolm Goddard | - Roger Hind
at the above address

HEMBIR

FIMB@

NATIONWIDE ANGLIA BUILDING SOCIETY BRANCH FACILITIES

MORTGAGES & INVESTMENTS ARRANGED + PHOTOCOPYING SERVICE % MOTOR % HOUSEHOLD % LIFE ASSURANCE & PENSIONS

» FBMTBRA REGISTRATION No, 2910 REGISTERED NUMBER 7010908 CHEDIT LIGENCE KUMBER (98611




THE DREADIUL ATFATR
AT BANTHAM

" curtains of gpray, and as night came on the sea scooped sand in
" savage biteg out of the dunes of Bantham Ham as it rose to the top
of the tide. And not far out in Bigbury Bay & barque was losing
her Dbattle to stay off shore. It was October 27, 1880,

That sailing ship was the Lady Young, 589 tons, registered at
Liverpool, and bound from Hamburg to Cardiff., Captain John Watkins
and his 1% man crew were not the only ones in trouble, All round
the southern half of Britain ships were in danger from that sanme
gale, which was officially reported as "very heavy", which means
that the winds were near hurricane force,

At 1 a,m, the Lady Young lost her struggle and drove on to the
rocks between West Down Point and the Longstone, The seas began
smagshing her bottom out, but she remained more or less upright
and fired distress signals. She had been in ballast and as a result
had been thrown well in towards the shore as she was riding very
high. '

In 1880, Challaborough was an important Coastguard Station with
five men stationed there under a Captain Ommaney. But 1t wasn't
until 4 a&,m, that they were able to get to the cliffs and filre
e rocket line down to the shilp some 50 feet below. But even with

- the help of people from Bantham such as Mr,John Hoskins and Mr,
. Philip Menn, it wasn't until 6 a.m. that they had the bosun's chair
‘rigged and ready to bring the first man ashore. '

What happened them is not entirely clear, Most of the créw of
the Lady Young were forelgners, the Captain and the steward were
-said to be the only Englishmen aboard., All except one were bhrought
‘safely to shore,. The steward was to be the exception, One version
of what happened says that he put all his clothing into the chair
or basket of the rocket escape apparatus and sat on top and, then,
.when being hauled aghore, he slipped off the top and fell to his
death on the rocks below., Another vergion says that the steward
was brought safely ashore and was then allowed back to get his

belongings and fell off on his return trip.

: The Tllustrated Iondon News drawing (see over the page) does
show the bosun's chair full of some packages, but their written

. repbrt, based on a sketch made at the time by a Mr,Frederick Elton,
R.W, and seht to them, makes no mention of a return trip. Thelr
vergion reads: "One of the crew of the barque that got aground at
Bantham, .while he was being passed along the rope stretched across

" from the stranded vessel to the summit of the cliff, where the
Coast Guard men were hauling him in, lost his hold of the rope and

. .fell headlong into the sea, where he instantly perished",

. "But despite this "dreadful affair " having made the London
.headlines, the Lady Young is of great interest locally apart from




THE DREADIFUL APPAIR ocontinued.

gimply that she was wrecked so close to Bantham, For today her
figurehead and a good deal of the ornate: carving in her is to be
found decorating the interior of the cottage called "Peep o' Day"
in West Buckland, Aind a magnificent sight it is. The Lady Young
was built of wood in Quebec in 1870 and from the look of all that
carving today it is clear that top craftsmen did the work,

How did the wood of the Lady Young come to be inside that
Buckland cottage? To find that out we must look at the memoirs of
Mrs.Ratcliffe, nee Jenkins, She wrote that@WPeep o! Day" was at that
time two cottages called "Sleepy Hollow" when they were bought by
the Rector of Thurlestone, the Reverend Peregrine Ilbert, Now Mr.
Iibert was what  we_should call today a dedicated D,I.Y,man, He

1liked building and darpentry (see Villager in this issue for what

he did to the Church pews!) and so he converted the two 0ld cottages
into one., While he wasg doing it the Lady Young was wrecked. Mrs.
Rateliffe recalls: "The wreck of the Lady Young at Bantham helped
him a lot. He was always excited and pleased when a ship came ashore.
He bought some bunks and ship's timber for Sleepy Hollow." And
later when the seas finally broke her up, the salvage from her

was 80ld..."01d Mr.Ilbert got a fine haul, including the figure
head', ' ' : '

Now when the Rector had installed- the figurehead =~ 1t 1s of
a derk~haired woman, but whother a real likeness of a real person
called TLedy Young no one seems to know ~ he decided to let it,
The first tenant turned out to be a crook -~ he borrowed £100 off
Misgs Tlbort at the Rectory and then disappeared. Later the Rector
understandably preferred his tenants to be men of the cloth. One
of them disappointed him too. This was his curate called Ozanne.
When Ilbert was absent, he apparently preached rather well, but
he didn't last long., He took to drink, And one never-tosbe-forgotter
Sunday evening in the pulpit of Thurlestone Church in the middle of
e pretty inchherent sermon, he took his watch out of his pocket and
stuck it in his eye instead of his eyeglass! He had gone too far
and wos dismissed! ‘ : : ‘ '

However, after such disappointments his next tenent of "Sleepy
Hollow",though he had a lame leg and was known locally as "Dot-and—
Garry-One" ,was the pdrfect tenant and remined. there for the rest
of Mr.Ilbert's life without any trouble, :

The Reverend Peregrine Ilbert: wag apperently dways trotting
about the Parish visiting the sick, whom he would present with
items to eat which he brought out of his pockets wrapped in old
newspapersl! . ' -

But bullding was his "off-duty" passion, If you want to see
other examples of his work, you should look at the Coastguard
Quarters in Bantham and at Rockhill in Thurlestone which Mr.Ilbert
converted into a house for himself from a barn, The round stained
glass windowswhich you can see from the road gretwo of the Reverend
Peregrine Arthur Ilbert's wedding carriage wheels. Now there's -
real romantic touch, the sort of thing you might expect from any
great do~it-yoursglf man! DBut probably his grestest memorial is the

OLa Roqhonyy MG he FERILE M0y 00 TEON, & L LR RAEY AR T
figurehead and all the carvings from her in "Peep o! Day", well,
you could buy the cottage! Mr.C,0.C.Allen of Rock Cott next door
tells me that "Peep o! Day" is for sale - it is either being
rethatclied now or is just about to be - end is on the market for

£168,000 or near offer.
KTNMDATT McDONAID,

7
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A SHOCKING AFFAIR AT BANTHAM, DEVON,.



Thurlestone Vil

Telephone: Kingshridge 560382




\0AT NEWS...BOOK REVIEW,..LOCGAL NEWS,.,BOOK REVIEW,..LOCAL NBWS...BOOK REVIBV

A SUPER DEVON BOOK!

GUIDES COME IN ALT SHAPES AND SIZES, RARELY TELL YOU WHAT YOU
WANT TO KNOW, AND SOON END UP IN THE ATTIC., MANY MOTORING GUIDELS,
INOT.UDING SOME, SAD T0O SAY, FROM THE NMAJOR MOTORING ORGANISATIONS
FALL INTO THIS CATEGORY. BUT NOT THIS BOOK.

Here is a real motorist's companion, Here is a book which
should live in the glove compartment of your car, And you may
be surprised to know that it comes not from the AA or the RAC,
but the women of Devon's WI's.

- — —— —— —The book 15 called "Iie Devon Village Book! (Countryside— — —
Bookss £7.95) and is exactly that,pen portraits of Devon's
villages written by the women who live in them,

Thurlestone's in there of course and so 1s Bantham and
Buckland, but. this book has another claim to fame apart from
that, Woman who co-~ordinated this collection of the stories of
over 200 Devon villages 1s Thurlestone!s Pat Macdonald, She
started 1t by asking each WI to produce a profile or pen portrait
of their village, In five months it was all in - and here's the
book. Bach contribution about each village is anonymous and
though each villager can probably guess who did. the pilece about
their own particular village, 1t's best to leave 1t that way as
a joint effort by the Devon Federation of Women's Institutes.

You'll be surprised what you can learn from this e8.8y—-t0=-

- pead book about not only your own village, but those right on
our doorstep., Did you know that Malborough has the largest
village hall in the whole of the South Hams? Thaet Loddlswell
had its own"Dick Whittington", who walked to London and became
the city's Sheriff? That South Milton has 18 perishioners living
in the village now who were born there? That Blgbury wag planned
as Vg garden village by the sea"? And that in Hope 'tis said
that the rocks at the tip of Bolt Tail are the remains of a Jetty

- built by the Denes? .

iPhe Devon Village Book" is available from bookshaps at
the price shown above, but if youlre a member of the WI you
get a pound off if you buy 1t through them. And buy 1t you
ghould. It's the ideal book to browse in or for your pagsenger
to whip off the dash and to tell you the innermost secrets of
the village you are Just nbout to drive through,

P,S5:811 the drawings in the book were done by WX members,

and so was the photograph on the front cover, '

-

K.M,.

THAT OIL.,.DISASTER AT THURLESTONE...

1Phurlestone swallowed up in black tidel" "Tourists to fight
to save the coast they love!" “"Thurlestone, Hope and Bantham
wiped out by huge oil slick",

Those sort of headlines proved once again that our national
Press can, unlike: that insurance company, maxe a disaster out
3{1a crisis. In fact the real problem was to find the oll at

Tt was nice to read too a guote from one conservationist:
"Tf it had to come ashore, it couldn't have gone in a better
place'", He was talking about Thurlestone}



BANTHAM SAILING CLUB

SIXTY MEMBERS of the Bantham Sailing Club attended the AGM at
the Sloop Inn on April 13, 1990, The Officers elected were: Commod-
ore: Bdward Ridgways; Vice-Commodore: Hugh Catery Secretary: Marilyn
Cater; Tressurer: Patrick Price; committee members: Penny Kain,
Celia Toll, Myles McNulty and David Iynch,

The Secrptary reported a suCcessful 1989 seasor with racing
taking place most weekends, tide permlttlng, throughout July and
Auvgust with over 40 boats taking part in a very successful - regatta
over the August Bank Holiday weekend. A beach barbecue held in
'———‘—‘——‘1ugust—raised—£500—and‘thlg—w1li enable sixor gevenm younggters from -

the South West to have a week's sponsored cruise with the Ocean ™
Youth Club on their 70ft yacht Palmouth Packet during the coming
888,801,
In 1989 the Club sponsored six young people ages ranging frog
_ 12-17 yesrs,and with last summer's good weather most cruises were
able to get to the Channel Islahds or Brittany. Each youngster has
to work as & member of the crew tsking responiibility for watches,
navigation and generally learning to work as a member of a feam,
including taking a turn in the galley! A typical comment from the
returned sponsorsghip forms - was "Thank you wery much for paying for
my trip as I have learnt a lot about myself and how to work with
- other people"- that came from g 15—Jearuold' The Club will be
organising another event this coming August in aid of the 0,Y,. .,
and we would very mich welcome support for this event, For- detalls
watch our notiéceboard outside "The Whiddons"., In addition if any
youngster would like to be gponsored to sail with the 0.Y.Co this
coming summer please get in thouch on 5605973,

"The RNLI also benefitted from our efforts with the sum of £380
being raised from the sale of souvenirs, You see it's not all
"Hooray Henries" and "Yellow Wellies" and we would be delighted to
see more local memberg taking mrt, Why not come and join us?

MARILYN CATER, Hon.Sedretary‘

-

T o-
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AT THE PARISH HALL AGM the following were elected:

Chairman: Mrs.J.Mackenzie, Secretary: Mrs D, Tyler.
Preasurer: Mrg,E.Spear,
Hall Committee: Mr.D,Yeoman (Building end Car Park)j Mrs.d.
Drummond (Legal); Mr,A.Chapman (Financial
Adviser).

Representatives: Parish Council:Mr.P.Hurrell, Keep Fit:
Mrs.M,0swald, WI: Mrs,A,Grose, P.C.C,: Mrs,T.Woodrow. Bowls:
Mr,J.Dayment, Horticultural Show: Mrs.P,Macdonald Bridge:
Mr,P,Machin, PFootball: Mr.S.J.Sullivan. Junlor/Art/Drama'
Mr,I.Hubbard.,

Trustees: Mr,D,Grose: Mr,D,Yeomans Miss J.Yeo.

It was reported at the sgme meeting that the final gogt of
the repair to the roof was £2,066,14. The collapsed celling
over the toilet has still to be repaired and is not included
in that cost.




The following lines were written by Edward Capern - at one
time the postman poet of North Devon - who certainly knew

ABOUT DEVON CLOUTED CREAUWM

Sweeter than the odours borne on southern. gales
Comes the clotted nectar of my native vales -
Orimp'd and golden crusted, rich beyond compare,
Food on which a goddess evermore would fare.
Burns may praise his haggis, Horace sing of wine,
Hunt his Hybla-honey, which he deem'd divine,

But in the Blygiums of the poet's dream

‘Where is the delicious without Devon's Cream %

“_—“'_‘7“_Talk_nf_péach—or‘melon; quince or jargomely—

White-water, black Hamburg, or the Muscatel,
Pippin or Pomegranate, apricot, or pine,
Green-gages, or strawberries, or alder winel!

Take them all, and welcome, yes the whole, say I,
Ay! and even junket, squab, and mazzard pie,

Only let our lasses, like the morning gleam,
Joyous with their skimmers full of clouted creami

What a host of pictures erowd upop my sight,
As I view the luscious feast of my delight !

Meadows framtd in hawthorn, coppices in green,
Village fanes on hilltops, crowning every scene;

Buttercups, and cattle clad in coats of red,

Flocks in daisy pastures, couples newly wed,
Heppy in their homesteads, by a flashing stream:

But what is this golden, crimp'd, and bonny cream ?

Quintessence of sunshine, gorse, and broomy lea,
Privet and carnation, viclet and pea,
Meadowsweet and primrose, honeysuckle, briar,
11ly, mint, jasmine, stock, and gilly spire,
Woodruff, rose, and clover, clematis, and lime,
" Myrtle and magnolia, daffodil and thyme,
TIg our pearl of dainties - and, to end my theme,
Nature's choice confection is old Devon's cream.

ooc0o00

PETER BROMFIELD
Your local Dairyman
1 Elston Cottages, Churchstow

Kingsbridge .
TELEPHONESE 6494 KINGSBRIDGE

AS WELL AS PHE DAILY PINTA TO YOUR DOORSTEP- I SELL
DEVON CLOTTED CREAM + DOQUBLE & SINGLE CREAM + YOGURIS and
PEVON BUTTER + EGGS + CHEESE + POTATOES + HIGHLAND WATER

SQUASHES + LEMON & ORANGE DRINKS + LEMONADE 4+ Etc
~ AND - ‘ '
A RELIABLE PIRST OLASS DEVON CLOTTED CREAM POSTAL SERVI.CE

Just let me have a note of name & address of anyone you
would like to surprise & favour with & welcome little
Gift !




Lighting. Catering.
— ——Marquees—A Complete- | — -
| Professional Service.

China. Glassiware.
- ‘Cutlery. Table linen—
Tableware. Heating.

Clifton House, West Alvington, Kingsbridge TQ7 3PN
Tel: Kingsbridge 856714

Proprictors: David & bandra May

z‘hﬂazef '

at (hc' Salcombe

At lunchtime we qu‘er a range Qf bar meals
- in lovely surroundings overlooking Salcombe estuary.

In the evenings dinner is. served in the restaurani and bar area.
 All meals are prepared to your order from fresh food
by Chef Patron David May. -

Reservations Advisable - Fore Street, Salcombe, Tel. 3408




POSTBAG ~ LETTERS TO TI-.IE;‘..D:ITOI{.M B

DEAR EDITORS,

While I am sure that Village Voice in its last issue was
‘merely induiging.in its provooative hebit and promoting the alleged
‘long-time-rivalfy between South Milton and Thurlestone, I must
point out that Thurlestone Sands are reelly and'truiy shared
between the parishes of South Milton and South Huish.

Should we not therefore in future refer to Thurlestone Rock
in huilshed tonee as the Milstone°

Yours very -gincerely,

R - W G.Iedd, Thorntons, South Milton.

"DEAR SIR AND MADAM

| I reqlly don't think you ehould take such an agresgive 11ne
about those forcod to 11ve in South Mllton. I will have you know
that some. of my best friends are 014 Miltonians.

- Yours faithfully,

Thurleetone Resident (name and address
' supplied)

DEAR EDITORS,

I saw this in another magazine and thought your readere
might like to see 1t too

"They tell me that as. we -get older,
We become more and more like a car,

- And depending on how we look and perform,
" People- Judge what vintage we are.

" We chug a little bit slower
And puff a little bit more,
And when.we recount the miles we've donse
We risk being 1abe11ed & bore; .

But there are one or twWo compensetions,

It's. surprising when put to the test,

How often the newer ones break down and rust -~
The older type modele are bestit

Yours sincerely, -

Al

Pauline Baton, Glebe Iield,
Thurleetone«

More letters on next page.




POSCDAG corcliaued s

DEAR EDITORS,

T had a young family here for the holiday weekend. They
took. the children to Buckfast Abbey. , ,

The monks were walking about and 1little Niéhplas, 4 years old,
said "Is that the Track Suit God wears Daddy?". I thought T must
gsend -1t to you. : , ‘ o

 Tours sincerelyy

DOROTHY M.M.COLE,
BARN HOUSE, WEST BUCKLAND,

THE AUNE CONSTERVATION ASSOCTATION

AT THE ELEVENTH ANNUATL general meeting of the Aune Conservation
Association, Dr,Susan Openshew was elected Chairman, A special
vote of thanks wag given to Miss Anne Jenkins, who retired after
11 years as the Association's Secretary. Her place as secretary
was taken by Mrs.Pauline Gardner, '

At the meeting, which was held in the Memorial Hall in Aveton
Gifford, members were asked to report any boats breaking the
Avon River speed 1limit to the new Harbourmaster at Salcombe, Mr,
4,P.Hodges (telephone Balcombe (B8548) 84~3791).

Members aslso expressed concern at the use of "jet skis" in the
river and there were reports of these machines being deliberately
driven at seabirds,

RALON GAS ~ THI TATEST.

South Hams District Council have Just put 6ut a Press
release about Redon gas, Here it is: - ‘

"There has recently been increasing sponcern about the
health risks asgociated with radon gas. Certain areas of the South
West, including parts of the South Hams, are affected by particul-
arly high levels of radon, The Council, therefore, congiders 1%
would be prudent for householders in the South Hems to be aware
of the concentration of the gas in their homes, in order that they
can decide whébther action should be taken to reduce the levels,
This action could be comparatively cheap and simple.

WMhere is a monitoring device available free, for any
member of the public to place in their own house, to measure radon
levels, As well as being free, the result is completely confident~
ial, Anyone wishing to arrange for such a survey should contact
the ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SECTION which will advise on those areas
at highest risk, Telephone Totnes (0803) 864499,

Councillor J.D.Kelly,
Chairman, Health and Safety
Committee M

Bditort's Note: Anyone worried should read letter on next page.
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| THURLESTONE | PROPERTY.

VILLAGE STORES MAINTENANCE
NEWSAGENT contact
OFF LICENCE GORDON JEFFERY

and GROCERIES| | & MIKE PENWELL

Painting:Decorating

BEACH 600D A
Newspapers  and Carpentry.Etc,
a0 Periodicals ‘Fernleys' Upton,
#‘ DELIVEREL DAILY THRGUGHOUT AREA | k | Saouth Milton
Tel-Kingsbridge Kingsbridge
560211 J}LT@!—560525&2245 ]
4 | ™

Country Hill Cat Kennels

SPACIQUS PENS HEATED BEDS
QUTSIDE RUNS

s |
Mﬁm " Lots of care and attention
\IL o o

INSPECTION WELCOME
KIKGSBRIDGE 3650

\ Janet Lemmy

nlract Garden
Mainlenance

GRASS CUTTING

" FARMYARD HANTRE
r - ;
. HEDGE TRIMIMING SUPPLIED

. GARDIN RUB3TSH CLEARED Contact :
CHAIN SAW WORK H L. ADAMS

7 Parkfield Thurleatona
TELEPACHE: XINQSBRIDAE 560664 er 560247




RANGES FROM LEADIKG
EUROPEAN COLLECTIONS:

JOBIS, BETTY BARCIAY,

SANDY, BIANCA, BLEYIE,

JEAN PAUL AND MANY MORE.

DRESS STZES 8-18.

LOVELY BANDOLINO AND

TRICKERS SHOES FROM ITATLY.

YOU ARE VERY WELCOME TO BROWSE °
OPEN 9.30 - 5,00 MON ~ SAT,

63 Fore Sireet, Kingsbridge. Tel. (0548) 2064

& 10 Clifton Place, Salcombe. Tel, (054 884) 3003 : S

| | | YOUR PARISH GOUNCIL

MOYSEY
of Kingsbridge |

Carpets - Curtains |

~ Beds - Bedding

| Vinyl Floor Coverin

| ~ supplied

CHATRMAN: Mr. Petsr Hurrell 560496
| V/CHAIRMAR: Mr.D.J.Yeoman 560607
¥r Roy Adams = = = =~ 560247
Mr John Dayment = = = = 560295
My Geoffery Stidston - = 560695
Mr David Groge = = = = 560375
Hr G.S.¥Wilkingon = = = = 560512

. PARISH CLERK: My W.G.Ladd 560686
Dist. COUNCILLOR Mr J .Thomaassoaﬁg'

Ctv.Councillox Mr Simon Day
7 Plymouth 691212

SOUTH EAMS DISTRICT COUNCIL:
All Depts: Totnes (97) 864499

KINGSBRIDGE BOLICE STATION®S2326
" KINGSBRIDGE HEALTHE CENTRE: 85 3551
SATLCOMBE HEALTH CENTRE: (84)228h4

| Carpet & Upholstery |
I - Cleaning

16 FORE STREET, |
KINGSBRIDGE  §
Te:852168 |

LOCAL EMERGENCY OFFICER: 560607
VILLAGE VOICE MAGAZINE: 560239




PUTS TT ALL ON THI RECORD

You don't have to keep records to enjoy birding. At a big
twitch there are usually some taking copious notes and making
little drawings, and at bird society field outings a few people
keep a 1ist of what they have seen, But not many. Perhaps however
they do like we do and wait until they are back in the car before
meking a list: if you are seen with one you run the risk of being
asked ‘to write something for the society magezine,

But it does add to the interest if you keep some sort of note
of what you see, even if 1t is only sketchy: the first Cuckoo,
Swift, Swallow, House Martin, You can also record the last bird
of each year, This is more difficult: there can be only one first,
but you do not know which of geveral sightings is going to be the
last. Swift is easy. In the last week of August there are twenty
of them screamgng up and down over the main streetj by the first
week of September all have gone, until the following first of May
or theresbouts, But Swallows make more last appearances than
Nellie Melba. We start o not down when we see them sometime in
October, continue well into November and have found one in the wind
shadow of Thurlestone Hotel on 3rd December. Our earliest date is
11th of March, so there are only two months when we have not seen
them in Devon, ’ ‘ :

Some birders want to do more, and if you want to submit the
record of & sighting to go forward to the Rarities Committee
(disrespectfully known as "the ten rare men') you have to put in
a written report, written moreover either then and there, in the.
field, or if at hbme before any book is consulted: it is agtounding
how you can write down not what you saw but what you think you saw.
There was a vituperative argument about thirty years ago when the
firat Cetti's Warbler was found in this country (they are still not
two a penny, but you can hesr one any time you go to Slapton Ley).
The finders decided the bird gseen was a Moustached Warbler; all
sorts of very eminent birders watched it (it was in & reed bed and
‘gave only brief views) and. described its dark cap, Big creamy stripe
over its eye, and striped. back- all characters of Moustached
Warblers which they had seen in the book, After about a week
someone mensged to catch it, when it was found to have none of
those ficéldmarkss it was just plain brown above, with the ghost of
g stripe over its eye and some of the mogt eminent were proved
wrong; which they didn't like, So as soon as you can after the
gsighting you write down what you have seen, and you shun like the
plague anything which might mislead you.

~ We men all know how the ladies can go to & wedding or a
party and return with total recall of what every other lady was
wearing, down to shoes and handbag, My wife has this peculiarly
female talent which is of inestimable value for birdingj; if we find
a rarity, while I am leaping about, usually futilely, with a camera,
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ghe concentrated on making a mental picture of the bird. Then,
together, we record what we have geen, Unless a bird is very
complacent and just atands $till, which normally they don't,
egpecially if mare, 1t ig impossible to write a description while
you watch -~ you 100k down to write the first word and when you-
look up agein it has gone. S0 you do it afterwards, but soon
afterwards, ' - :

We keep a diary. To save the chore of churning through pages
and pages of diary to refer back to a particular sighting, we keep
glso a card index of birds. 1+ would be nice to have a card index
of places too, but what we do is hard work enough. An increasing
number of people are starting to use computers, which no doubt are
—~very useful = T am_going‘to.take.their word for it,

We cannot make & note of everything we see - 1f we did we
would ppend more time writing than watching, so we record what we
think is interesting, And there arises the difficulty. Rare
gspecies, or anything we heve been ssked to look out for, currently
¢irl Buntings, Mute Swan and. Herons. They are 8asy. But we try
slso Lo record what we think will be interesting in the future,
_species which are common now but will become rare and vice-versa,

Who would have thought f1fty years ago that the Grey Partrid-
ge, which teemed on farmland, would be almost extinct by now, - But
it is. We heard one n Thurlestone in 1989, There was a pair
around the Mead in 1987, That is all. They say the disappearance
has been cammed by improved farming methods ~ the wse of herbicides
and insecticides which have killed the insects on which the chicks
feed (You wonder who has benefitted from the said herbicides and
ingecticides: the companies which mske and sell them, I presume,
not the farmers, I have yet to count many Jaguars in.the yards in
this parishl). o . o o r

It is not all bad. The Collared Dove, the 1ittle pink pigeon
which lurks around the villages saying i ouk=C00~culk" has spread
from eastern Lurope in the last 40 years, and the Canada Goose,
first introduced from North America 300 years ago to decorate
gentlemen's ornamental waters, ig spreading, There was even a palr

orogpecting Permer Stidston's ornamental water in the valley last
rwinter, but they went when the flpod aid, DA . )

. Then at the end of each year we extract from our cards the
records we think will be of interest and send them to the county

recorder, who is an official of Devon Bird Watching and Preservat-
" ion Society. - S : ‘

There are about sixty of +these county recorders in Ingland
"and Woles, and some more in Scotland, On occasion in the past &
county hag had two, oach declaring the other an imposter like
mediseval popes and later Roman emperors. Cornwall has two
legitimately, one for the mainland snd the other for the Teles of
Scillye: the birds are s0 different there that o separate recorder
is needed - if you leaf therough the TIgles of Scilly Bird Report
you will find Red Byed Vireos from Amecrica, Woodchet Shrikes from
the Mediterranean, Yellow Browed Warblers from Russuia; but nover
a Magpie, there are none and if any observer reports one ‘he must
substantiate his claim with a full description. : '

To be a county bird recorder is like being & member of the
Royal Pamily =~ you cannot imagine why anyone would want to do it
He has to produce an annual report, usually 100/150 pages, and he
has to vet reports of rerities before passing them on th the
‘Rarities Committee, TFor doing this he is not paids nor is he




T : .
O A i o o7 R

thanked much either. The Devon Bird Report is in fact excellent

but we elways moan at the recorder that he omits our records and he
moans &% us observers that we tell him only about rare things, not

the common ones and how cen he produce & balanced report about the

birds of the county if we do not tell him about House Sparrows and

Tom Tits and Robins?

To produce the report is a mammoth undertaking: over 200
obgervers send in, some give only one or two recordsj ours run
usually to a dozen foolscap pages. T expect the people with comput-
ers just send a print-out of everything they have seen. But the
production ig the easy bit, that is merely plain hard work. AWove
everything else a bird report must be accurate, for one suspect
record wlll render the whole thing untrustworthy.

S0 first the recorder must know hig birds, It is all too easy
for an observer to mistake a Green Woodpecker for a female Golden
Oriole, and likewise to mistake a Mistle Thumsh for a Green
Woodpecker, There are other species likely to be confused, and the
recorder must know them., And he must know his birders. Most can
be relied on rot Ho submit a record unless they are 11.0% certain
it is correct. But others...,

Tdentification of common species presents no problem, it 1is
with the unusual ones that his life gets difficult, I do not know
when they stopped shooting birds to identify them ~ if they havel
As recently as the mid-1960's the secretary of the Rerities
Committee wrote of 1he necessity in some cases of being able to
compare a bir? with muszeuwm skins, for which process it hed to he
dead , of course,

Definitely at one time the rule was no corpse, no record.
Which should have made a recorder's btask easy - provided he knew
where the corpse came from, But he had always to remember the awful
~case of the "Hastings Rarities": from about 1896 4o 1930 an immense
number of birds was "obtained", i,e, shot, in the Hastings area,

A very few were taken by ornithologists of repute., But nearly all
were shot by anonymons gunners who to supplement meagre incomes
were shooting for the pot. If they got something common they ate
it. If it weas rare, or pretty, they sold it for a pittance to one
local taxidermist who stuffed it and sold it, likewise for a
pittance, to & mwnuzeuw, o collector or wne general public, Birds in
glass cases were popular ornaments: I grew up surrounded by the
faded moth-eaten things.,

Many of these birds were accepted as anew species to the
British list. I do not know what the criteris for this were in
those days: to get a new species on the list today is nearly &as
complicated as getting someone made a saint, except you don't have
to prove miracles, A1l along some folks were suspicious, hecmuse
there were so0 meny. But nothing was done until the early 1960's, by
which time all the principal participants were comfortably dead.
Then all the records, some 700 of them, were rejected, including
six species not othecrwise known to the British List {(in fact many
of the things which were so rare in the early p:rt of the centumry
have become relatively commonplace.

The argument for rejection was on statistical grounds - there
could not have been so many. But therz the gpeciments were, and to
account for their presence it was said that the birds must have
been brought in from abioad, dead, in refrigeration, or alive in
cages, and shot in the cages} It 1s not possible now to know what
to think, Much of the argument against acceptance sounds futile.
But unless the birds were shot by an ornithologist of repute, why
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S :
were the records ever accepted as valid at all? It is no longer
legal nor fashioneblée to shcot rare birds; recorders and the
Raritice Committee now accept sight records. It is all easier than
it was: there are good bilnoculars, telescopes, books and plenty oi‘
experts to ask for help.

. You can always adkthe recorder +to come t0 see what you have
found, But he is a very busy manj don't call for him unless there
is something really special, not like the man at South Milton who
wanted him to identify this wonderful bird, all scarlet and black,
not in any book, and obviously new to the British list., We saw 1t,
We to0ld him it could have flown from South Africa - it was an .
African weaver Tinch - but it was more likely to have flown from
the nearest pet shop and that sort doesn't count! :

— — —

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE AND M-Q'T TESTING STATION

BRITANNIA RESCUE SERVICE

SERVICING 8 MECHANICAL REPAIRS OF ALL MAKES

Engine Reconditioning and Transmission Overhauis

: WHEEL BALANCING ON CAR
24 Hour vehicie RECOVERYand COLLECTION SERV'CE

MOWERS & CULTIVATORS SERVICED

"PETROL

 TYRES
oIt




- THURLESTONE PARISH HALL

A TRIUMPH - and a BEE NUISANCE,

CIT IS MOST BEASSURING that so many people, 1nclud1ng hollday
regsidents care Tor their Parish Hall. )

The combination of the <4fts and talents offered for the
Auction, the profitable cheese and wine, and the many donations
—'one of which was most generous ~ raised the splendid sum of

£2,2103, 40

We thank all who supported us and gave their help in so
,many weys.

Joy and Gerry Tompkins, assisted by Veronica and Chalky White
ensured that the Auction was both enjoyable and well managed.

The Management Committee have now been relieved of the anxiety
of how to pay for the repair to the roof and the underlylng
ceiling in one of the rooms.

AN ARms.AND'cRAFTs EXHIBITIQN will be held on Saturday/Sundey

11th and 12th August, Local work from the residents of Thurlestone,

Bantham and West Buckland will be requlred 1n order to show
v151tors our hobblee. There will be no restrlction on when the
work was completed. ‘

will you please 1zt our Secretary -~ Mrs.Doris Tyler,
6, Glebefield, Thurlestone (560662) OR any Committee Membex
know of the 1tems you will be able to lend us for the two
days of the Exhlbltlon.

JOAN MACKENZIE
CHATRMAN,

 STOP PRESS:

SERIOUS PROBLEMS HAVE ARISEN IN THE REPATR OF THE

ROOT DUE TO TWO LONG-TERM BEES NESTS BEING FOUND THERE.
" PHE DAMAGE FOUND GIVES RISE TO AN INCREASE IN THE

ESTIMATED COST OF THE REPAIR. '




DON'T GIXT AROUND MUCH ANYMORE? HIRE'S YOUR ANSWLIR TO THAT
PROBLEM - THE SUPERGUIDE TO WIIAT'S ON....

- VIILAGE VOICE'S DATES FOR 1990

Wed 6th June
Sat 9th June

Tues 12th June

Wed 20th June
Sat 30th June

Wed 4th July
Sat 7th gﬁ1y

Wed 18th July

Moors Walk. Thurlestone Ramblers

Thurlestone Church Tete, Rectory 2. OO p m.'
Perish Council Meeting, Parish Hall 7,30 p.m.
Thurlestone Ramblers Walk, Noss Mayo

Summer Fair, Thurlestone School 2,30 p.m,

Moors Walk., Thurlestone Ramblers

" Thurlestone Conservatlves Goffee Mornlng, Thurlestona
"Hotel 10,%0 a.m. :
_Thurlestone Ramblers walk Tuckenhay

Tues 24th July Parlsh Coun011 Meetlng, PoflSh Hell 7. 30 p m,

Sat 11th Aug

Sun 12+th Aug

Tues 28th Aug

Sun 9th Sept

Sat 15th Sept'

Ties 18th Sept

Wed 19th Sept

Sat 29th Sept

Tueg 2nd. Oct .

Tueg 16th Oct

Wed 17th Oot

Tues 6th Nov
Sat 10th Nov
Wed 21lst Nov
Sat 24th Nov

Sat 1lst Dec
Tues 1lth Dec
Wed 12th Dec

Mon 17th Dec

PLEASE HELP to keep this list up to date. Give dates to Mrs.Joan

Mackenzie, 7, 01d Rectory Gardens (in writing) by 1lst July
for next edition,

Parish Art cnd Grafts Dxhibition, Parish Hall

Perish Art and Crafts Exhibition, Parish Hall

Porish Council Meeting, Parish Hall 7,30 p,m.

. Guide Dogs TFamily Fun Day, Thurlestone ﬂotel 2 b}m.
“Thuriestone Conservatives Wlne ‘and Cheese ‘ :

Party, Parlsh Hall 6,30 p.m,

Boutique 144 Pashion Show for §,Hams Hospital
League of Prlends, Thurlestone Hotel '

Thurlestone Ramblers Walk, Batson.
Annual Pair Thurlestone Parish Hall 2,30 p.m, ‘

Parish Council Meeting, Parish Hall 7,30 p.j, . "

British Heart Coffee Mornlng at Clock Gottage,
Bantham 10, 30 g.m,

;Thurlestone Ramblers Walk, Toddiswell

Parish Council Meeting, Parish Hall 7,30 p.m.
Autumn Bozsar Thurlestone School 2.00 p}m.
Thurlestone Ramblers.East Allington.,

Christmes Bazaar NSPCC Parish Hall (amended date)

Thurlestone Conservatives Bagzaar, Parish'Hail 10,30
Perish Council Meeting, Parish Hall 7, 30" pam.

Thurlestone Ramblers Chrlstmas Pub ILunch and
Walk. Normandy Arms. ‘
"Rising Generation" Parish Hall.




THURLESTONE &8 SOUTH MILTON HORTICULTURAL SHOW

At the Annual General Meating held in the South Milton Vill-
ape Hall on 2nd October 1989 Mr R D White was re-elected
President.

The Committee accepted with regret Mrs P Macdenald's res-
ignation as Secretary and in recognition of her suppart
and hard work over the past eleven years she was elected
a Vice President. She remains on the Committee,

Mr B Horn was re-elected Cheirman and Mr A Adams was re-
elected Treasurer. Mrs Y P Whlite was elected Secretary
and Mr £E G White was elected onto the Commictter.

The ANNUAL PLANT SALE will be bheld in South Milton Villeqe
Hall at 2.30 pm non Saturday 2nd June,. This is alusys a
very popular event and the proceeds go tnwards the running
of the Horticultural Show.

This year it is South Milton's turn to host the HORTICULTURAL
SHOM on Saturday b4th August in South Milton Village Hall
et 2.30 pm. Thae Prizegiving will take place at &.30 pm.

The Committee would like to take this opportunity to point
out that ALL residants of Thurlestone, Bantham, Uest Buckland
and South Milton are AUTOMATIGALLY members of the Show and
are therefore elsgible teo enter, Enclosed with this 1issue
of Village Voice is the Schedule, together with an Entry
Form, for the Show an 4th August.

PLEASE 1look st it and see if there sere any Classes which
you cnuld enter. Hopefully everybody who participates enjoys

the Shug, has some fun and perhaps =even benefits from the

event,

The Show is non prnfit making and the Committee are very
pleased to announce thet the support from both FParishes
aver the years has enabled us te present a table to the
Thurlestnne Parish Hall. This is in addition to the table
niven, through the Show, by Rear Admiral Bickford.

Finally, the Committee ,would 1like to thenk everybody uwhon
helps and supports the Show, and asks them to encourage
neighbours and friends not already deoing so to join in and
have a go. ‘

If the Sphedule and an Entry Form are not enclosed with
your Village Voice they are availeble at the Post 0Offices
in Thurlestone and South Milton, and if you have any queries
_nr comments please caontect the Secretary, Vernonica White,
7 Crusslands Thurlestore (56023G).

The Committee

May 1990
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S HARBGUR _. . Kingsbridge o
' ' Telepho
BOOKSHO? , King:b?dggim 7233

We offer a wide
selection of new books-
despatched to almost
anywhere in the world

~ Also af
_ Fairfax Place
- Dartmeuth

Access & Visa cards welcome

Philippa' Sayer

(Cordon Bleu Tramed)

Catermg for all Occasmnsj

A FREELANCE PROFESSI ONAL CHEF
S AT YOUR SERVICE

Carermg for ali Occaazons will prepare food and delwer it to you, or
cook and serve it in your own home. Anything from an ma‘zwduaf dish
':ta the full orgamsatm:z of a Iarge Occaszon :
_ Christmas, Bzrthday and Weddmg Cakes
. Canap_es_ and Dips, Ples, Roasts and Casseroles, _Sweets and Savouries
* Dinner Parties, Wedding Receptions, Luncheons and Buffets
Food for the Freezer, for Christmas, for holidays, or just for a change!

Telephone Kingsbridgess ¢ 71¢/Frogmore 261
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A MISCELLANY OF THIS & THAT

s
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M, . o is everyone in this
establishment registered for

the Poll Tax « » « « 2 U

' ' T
The various media make a variety of observations S
nowadays regarding the potential hazards to health one wight suifer
from swimming, sail boarding and surfing in raw scwage nolliuted waters,
and nothing has yet happened to take Leas Foot out of the classification
of being the least inviting in the South Hams. T am told you should
never be surprised to have a close encounter of the "turd' kind !

e+

Ever been a little fed up trailing along bshind a slow moving agricultural
venicle. This might interest you - recorded in a recent issue of TFarming
Weekly:

Going slow has cost a Digger driver %110 in fines and costs. Mr Pooley

of Thornham, Norfolk, was prosecuted under Section % of the Road Traffic
Act 1988, for inconsiderate driving. Hagistrates heard that a gueue of
11 cars had built up behind him on a main road. He passed several points
at which he could have pulled out of the way to let taem pass, but aid
not do sos It was local police policy to prosecute in such cases aud
fines coculd range up to &1000. I o

The offence comes into the same .category as careless driving under the
Act and is in Band 4 of the fining advice to magistrates, second only to
tihe most serious matters such as drunken driving.

I I

A business acquaintance had been invited to dinner, and as they sat dowm
to enjoy the evening meal, the five-year-old son said delightedly, ‘'Why,
Mother ~ this iz roast beef IV

Yes," ayswered his mother. '"What did you think it was going to be ek
i“Pigh -, said junior, 'Pop said he was going to bring a Big I"ish home
to dinner tonight.®

+ 4+ + + + + +

Doctor: VI don't like the look of your husband.’
Wife: "Neither do I, but he's good to the children.”
OVBERPAGE 1~
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"DON'T LEI' EUROPE RULE BRITANNTA O -

e

This is a very briefl summary of an fditorial article in the Winter 1990
issue of 'THIS HBNGLAND' magazine; :

Fifteen years ago a Nationsl Referendum was held to determine whether or

not Britain should remain a member of the European Common Market. The

cutcone was, as you know, two to one for remaining in the ZCC -~ but

almost half the electorate did not vote anyway ~ so0 that referendum was

hardly a fair test of opinion. What would be the real opinion of the

British people today, now that we know the real aims of these early pro-
~Europeans ? ¥

Now that we know they want us to surrender our sovereignty forever, pgive
Up our national independence, turn our Parliament iato the equivalent of
a County Council, with Brussels and Strasbourg charting and imposing all
our main laws and future prosperity.

History testifies as to just how many European nations can base their
survival on the sacrifice and example of British men and women. Sir
Winston Churchill told ua: "We are with Burope, but not of it. We are
linked, but not combined. We have our own dream and our own task. We
are interested and associated, but not absorbed.!

(With permission from the sditor of 'This 3ngland' Magazine
+ ot o+ o+ o+ + o+

Hde had been kicked on the head when young and believed everything the
politicians told him 1 '
' A

You may well be slightly surprised to know there are Tew people « probably
around twenty - who make their living in this country solely from bee
keeping. You need 300 colonies or more, and that will cost you around
245,000 for the hives and stock. In winter a healthy hive with a strong
colony will have about 10,000 bees, growing to 50,000 or 60,000 in the
summer. "You may need that many to have the gathering capacity,’ says
Michael Solley, general secretary of the British Bee~Kecepers Association
A well managed, healthy colony should average 401lbs of honey a year over
five years. In good years yields can total 100lbs. Although margins may
be £1.20 to 21,50 a 1b. you must know what you’re doing and it takes a
long time to learn the ropes, '’ says Mr Solley -
Bees are also kept for the wax they produce = for Royal jelly - a lucrative
sounding market. Unfortunately most supplies are apparently imported from

China,
+ 4+t b+ o+ o+ o

Part III overpage:
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' Thurlestone Hetel Country Club, Thurlestone
+ Near Kingsbridge. South Devon TQ7 3NN.
- Tel: Kingsbridge 10548] 560 382

The
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are open to non-residents
and non-Club members
throughout the year
for a full range of treatments.

QR CONSULTATION WITHOUT
CHARGE PLEASE CALL--
Tel: Kingshridge (0548) 560382

Sara Gloyng --Hairsytist Ext 404
Tuesday — Friday — 8060 am - 600 pm.
Saturday — 9.00 gam - 12.00 soun
Shani Stewart ~ Geauty Therapist Ext. 400
Monday — Friday — §.5¢ am. - 530 pm.
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DRABBLEMANIA Part IIT

ON THE FOOIP AT H

Public footpaths must be properly naintainedi and this job is normally

down to the local authority. In fact in the past councils have been
successfully sued by people injured by hidden hazards such as holes in the
road. ' R -

Tt is a difforent story if the hagard is on the side of ths path « these
can also be 'illegal! but this time they are likely to be the landowner ' s
regponsibility, but it is still the council youw contact so officials can
put pressure on the owner. ‘ '

While it is not theft as such to take anything growing wild Zrom private
land, the .owner cen still take court action to restrain you from Vyemoving't
anything belonging to him...and strictly speaking this even applies to
gomething Yike mushrooms. - ' - - - L ‘
Becavse certain species of wildflowers arc now sariously threatened
some have protection orders on them, £0 if you were caught picking your-
~s6lf a bouquet you could be fined. B ' .

When it comes to country produce growing wild you should be OK picking .
blackbervies and elderberries - but if you run an elderberry wine business,
for instance, you could be accuscd of ‘stealing, because picking wild
plants is regarded as theft if you take them for 'reward, sale or for
‘commercial business.' -

Wild species have .a lot. of rights - except foxes, You aren't.allowed to
collect certain birds! egsgs for instance. The Wildlife and Countryside

Act of 1981 makes it illegal for anyone without a special licence to
intentionally kill, injure or handle certain wild animals. You may

recall a recent report, where a timber treatment firm was fined over

#1000 for 'intentionally disturbing a roosting bat! in a stable block.
These particular creatures have even more protection than most wild =

animals - and the Nature Conservancy Council must be told of any operas

~tion that could disturb them. -

Where notices say, trespassers will be prosecuted - they can't But
you can be taken to court. Trespass isn't a crime but a civil wrong.
The landowner can ask you to leave and has the right to sue for any
damage which may have been done. : L

+ + + 4+ ¥

I nust confess to amazement at what. T would call the 'self-deception!
of ‘people who extol the superior qualitics of the 'frec-range' egg,
whercas the 'factory processed' egg has been fed on clean food and
clean water. I used to keep around a 1000 head on deep litter, so 1
do have a slight idea of what I'm talking about 3! ‘

+ o+ ok 4+

Using their own wing power, many species ol butterfliee‘ha?e‘been kaown

to travel 600 miles without a 'refuelling' stop. Some have cven been
known to cross the Atlantic Ocean from North America to lurope; backed
by the driving force of the prevailing westerly winde '

+ + + + +

By all means, let us breath-test pedestrains involved in road accidents

- if they're still breathing. :
Bishop of #ly 1:9 67

S

My father once told me - 4You will know when you nicet au honest man -
ne will have hair growing in the palms of his hands ! i '
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JACK ADAMS continues our serlies with his menmories
of fishing at Bantham...

T FIRST CAME TO BANTHAM on holiiday as a schoolboy in 19%5 and,
except for the war years, have returned every year since, I am
still fascinated by the view of the estuary from my flat at
Whiddons, with 8ll the memsaries of 50 years fishing that 1t
brings back,

Phere were few motor-boats at nantham in the mid-1930's, mainly
because there was nowhere to store them. Fortunstely, Herbert
Jackson, father of a school friend on mine, had his own and we
‘went to sea most days when the tide was right, trolling our lines
back and forth in the area between Burgh Island, the Longstone,
and Bolt Tail; indeed this 1s s®ill the usual pitch for anybody
fishing out of Bantham as it 1s not a place for deep-sea or wreck
fishing. In rough weather we stayed in and sround the sstuary.

Tishihg at that time was doninated by four professional
fishermen, three of them members of the Fl11liot family. Each had
his own moter-boat and worked independently in tfriendly"
competition with the others, I remember one November day going
out with Jim:Blliot into the estuary and cttching 27 bass in an
hour, The Elliots and Jim Steer continued to dominate the fishing
after World War Two, Jim Elliot vemained & formidable figure into
the 1970(s.

Tor bait we used live eels, but cetching them was always a
bit of a problem. We used to go down to the river bed at low water
holding a biscuit tin, pexrforated with holes ot the botlom,between
our legs and then draw a blunt knife across the gand. When we felt
an- eel in the sand we manoeuvred it into the time. This method is
i1l used occasionally by a few, but it ig back-breaking work and
T can no longer.go down on my haunches for as much as an hour.
Nowadeys ceks are elither netted or dug.

There has been no shortage of mackerel and pollack for as long
as I can remember, slthough they tend to come and gos we now rarely
gsee the large shoals of mackerel thot caused so much excitement in
gmall boats when there were several lines over the side., Seesoned
fishermen ore after bass which have been plentiful until these
last few years: overall, fewer heve probably been caught out at
seg then in the river, where they may be glso fished from the shore.
Just recently when bass cost more to buy than salmon, they have
become scarce mainly through overfishing by netting at sea and in
the estuaries with small meshes trapping the young stock that die
before they are thrown back.

~ The building of the boathouse in 1937, to celebr=te the Jubilee,
has trensformed the Avon estuary. More and more boats have appeared,
especially small yachts, motor-boats and dinghies and many people
now try their luck fishing, perhaps for the first time, Surely
there are few pleasanter ways of spending a while than gently
cruiging along the shore on a hot summer's day and landing the
fish,., Happy memories! NCO.

¥e




Len and KateHubbard

invite you to come and browse 5
_ art . G I
1/

Thurlestone  Kingsbridge.

Leather bags, porcelain, potiery, woodturning.
WATER COLOURS by LEN HUBBARD.
-~ “Telephone. Kingsbridge 560731
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Use our 16 seater minibus and do the job safely,
comfortably and cheaply. Share a minibus — share the cost..

KEMPS

TOUR MAGAZINE.

Village Voice can only be
distributed FHEE to RESIDENTS
of the villages of the Parish,

The magazine is entirely
self=-gupporting and is not =
charge on the Parish Rate,
but it was founded on behalf
of the Parigh .Council and is
delighted to remain under the
Council's sponsorship:

Extra coples may be bought from il
the local newsagents, Mr.and Mrs, B
Bob Morley, &t the Village Stores, B
There is algo a subscription
gervice, whieh alreasdy sends
.eoples to readers all over the
country at an annual cost of
£4,50, whiech includes postage.,

Your copy is delivered to you

by our volunteer distributors.

In Thurlestone, this isg dairyman
Peter Bromfield, and in Bantham
and West Buckland Mrs.Jean Hurreil.

Your local funeral director

Should you wish to telephone. there is an
experienced member of our staff available
24 hours a day to offer adwcet

119 Fore Street, Kingsbri;ige, Devon TQ7 AL
Tel: Kingsbridge 2997

mental Mason
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PATMACHIN’S | E_‘_Imﬁ THE MISSING LINK
PUZZLE CORNER

B The idea behind the puzzle this time is to find the missing
¥ 1ink between each pair of‘words by filling the space in the
bracket._Eachllink is a four-~letter word.

Tor example: BEAR (RING) LET. Now try these:

1., SIGN ( ) GODE., 2. TIME ( ) SHELL. 3. CHAIN ( } BAG.
‘4, WIND ( ) POOL, 5. ROE ( ) SHCT. 6, DUMB ( -) TENT

7. ST0P ( ) ROACH. 8, THREAD ( .) FPOOT. 9, UNION ( ) ASS,
10. PIG ( ) PIECE. 11, PARE ( ) BEING. 12, BREAK ( ) LACE.
13, OVER (. ) AWAY, 14, HORN ( ) HOOK, 15, BACK ( ) ROBE,
16, WITH ( ) BACK, 17. RAM ( ) RIDGE. 18, FREE ( ) PAST
19, SEA ( ) END ' 20, KETTLE ( ) STICK.

Answers are at the foot of another page in this issue,

ADVANCE NOTICE

_ . A -special date for your diary is Sunday September 9.
For that's the day when the South Hams Branch of the Guide
Dogs for the Blind Association hold & Family Fun Day at
the Thurlestone Hotel, starting at 2 p.m.

Tt's on rain or shine and the fun consists of
‘1ive music, golf competition, grend tombola, side shows,
putting competition, Morris dancers, raffle, cake stalls,
and the admission is free,

‘The organisers need books, records, teapes and plants,
If yoﬁ can help please contact Dr.,Joan Howes, 10, Tddystone
Road, Thurlestone.

TAKE NOTICE AND TAKT ADVANTLGE OF OUR SPECIAL POSTAL SERVICE.

Village Voice can be gent to your friends and relatives
anywhere in the country., We already have a big mailing list
but could take jJjust a few more., The cost is £4,50 per year
_and that includes postage, Ring 560239 for the Postal

Sales Manager,




PIPER’S BENCH THUM@{ONE |

COUNTRY HOUSE ACCOMMODATloNE{;

-

ATMOSPHERE. GOLF AND CROQUET HOLIDAYS THROUGHOUT THE SEASON.
PLEASE CONTACT LINDSEY FLETCHER - KINGSBRIDGE 560157

I THE AREA’S L EADING PROFESSIONAL FOR , o !

INDIVIDUAL PERSONAL SERVICE, CREATIVE
AND TRADITIONAL WEDDING AND

poafm,rpyémcgpﬁy " BARRY
I - ROWLANDSON
WEDDINGS Photography
PORTRAITURE o
COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL

SADDLE STONES,
WELL FARM,
CHILLINGTON,

l KINGSBRIDGE, - TELEPHONE:
DEVON TQ7 21.Q. KINGSBRIDGE 580083 ,




‘SAYS KATE: Pizza is
not a new fast food
ddea, In the 19th.
century, it was
popular enough for
gpecial pizze
mekers to open
husinessea, S0
what's new!

This recipe is
guick and cuts
out the kneading,
et¢c,, when using
8. bread dough.
:This one uses a
gcone. bage,

SCONE - PIZZA -

ozg Selfw-raising flour
0z Margarine R , S _
ozs Hard Cheese (Cheddar or similar)

teagp Salt o

teasp Dried Mixed Herbs, R :

tablesp Milk and 2 taplesp Watey mixed

Mushrooms, thinly sliced, ' o
Tomatoes from a tin , drained and mashed with 1 %easp temate puree
Onion, very finely chopped .- S S
Freshly milled black pepper,.

Preheat oven to 425F, 226C or CGirestherm 1.80C S
Well grease a large baking sheet, Sieve all the flour inte a bowl,
add the salt, then rub in the margarine. Gradually add the milk
and water to mix to a soft dough, you may not need all the liquid.
Rell out into a circle 3" thick and place on the baking sheet,
Spread with the tomato, sprinkle with grated oheese and ehepped

- enlon-and . decorate with the sliced mushrooms. Season with galt and
. pepper and the mixed herbs, Bake for 15-20 minutes or until golden
~and bubbling on the top., . ' o

s PIVY N A D 13

FRAGIPAN PTAN

Had-a-apeoial request from May Tuddington and friends for ny
- Tragipen Flen recipe. Don't blame me, ladies, for those extra
pounds} ' ' ‘

8 ozs Puff Pastry ( you can use the frozen packs)
3 tablesp Apricot Jam .

4 ozs butter, softened

4 ez Castor Suggr

2" Eggs, lightly beaten

4 ozs ground almonds

Roll out the pastry o line a lightly buttersd flan tin. Reserve
the pastry trimmings. Spread the jam over the pastry, Cream together
the butter and sugar until light anad fluffy. Add theeggs a little
at a time, beating well, then beat in the almonds, Spread the
mixture over the jam, Roll out the trimmings into thin strips long
enough to go across the flan, then arrange them over the top
sealing the -ends with water, Bake in a pre-~heated oven for 40-45
minutes or until filling is set. 375F or 190C, slightly lewer in a
circotherm oven , 170¢, Meanwhile beat the icing sugar and water
together to make g smooth glace dcing, Remove the flan when cooked
and brush with the ilecing, then return to the oven for & furkher
5 minutes, Serve either warm or cold,
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SOUTH HAMS CLL,TCH CENTRE
SPfC/AL/S‘TS /N CLUTC'H Rth.ACEMENT -
7'0 BR/T/S'H 2 FORE/G’N CARS

'"“SOURIAU COMPUTERISED ENGINE TUNING
MOT PREPARHTIONS |

 ENGINES + GEAR BOYES . BRAKES - ELEcmxcs
FULLY EQUIPPED HOTOR REPAIR WORKSHOP

Al zfepazrs carried out af Fwed Pmces
CAND GUARANTEED

" Robert Mc(aﬂ‘ﬁy ot FIRSTFARM - CHURCH srow |

Talephma mmcssmocmsmoo or 5“56727 B S

‘\-..;..ﬁ__ oo : R R S - om— lf';di.ue "

C ANINE BEAUTICIAN

HH

ALL BREE”DS'GF"’DOG‘S' |
Glipped, Trlmmed and Shampooed

.....

: ‘To £1nd me: Take the Kingabridge-Totnea A}
and just before Totnes Crose Filliang Station. ﬂ‘
,note a lane on your right aignposted 'Ritzon
* Farms only'. Turn in this lane through the
Ritzon Iarmyard end begin looking for my ~ .
Warren Farm signboard at a 1ittle lane.on .=

Sounds more eomplicated thah it is!

Mrs JAYNE PRICE - your right.
VARREN FARM _
HALWELL _ TELEPHONE: BLACKAWTON 582 {éode 938 21)
™9 e

IMPORTANT 'ANNdUNCEm:NT .
It'e cream tea tlme And so cresm teae w111 bhe served in
" the Reo*ory Barn every Thursday "from. 3, 30 pm to 5. 50 pm etartlnp

. on June 7th The last one. ‘will be' on September Gth,,

But there will be a“cream teash Coi‘fee Morning 1n the CL
“Rectory Barn on September Bth at 10.30 am. o .




ANYBODY DRIVING UP TO THE MOTORWAY past Exeter and 1ook1ng
" left may see . small boats that appear to be traversing the open
fields. They are, of course, on the Ex#ter ship canal of fond
memory, In my childhood I fished there for tiddlers, Those were
the days when teking home a couple of tadpoles in an o0ld jam jar
wag rated o succesgsful outing, but chiefly I remember the hard
winter of 1917~18 when the canal and the whole of the Iixe froze over.

For several days, maybe it was weekas, half the populatlon of
Exeter seemed to be down there on the broad stretch of river below
the cathedral., A few lucky oxies had skates, but there was a war on
and we were not among them. Yet we had a splendid time glithering
about and being sustained by hot drinks, It was then that I first
heard of the wicked countess who tried to ruin the tradesmen of
Exeter by blocking their river, but I did not know the full stoxry,-
Even now I have some difficulty in sorting fact from fiction,

It all started & long time ago, Isabella de Fortibus, Countess
of Devon, was apparently a formidable woman in her own right and
owned most of the land around the estuary of the Exe. She reputedly.
built Péwderham Cnstle, which, through her marriage, came into the
possession of the Earls of ston and has been their home eversince.
She was in constant conflict with the merchants of Exeter over dues
payable on any ships passing through her property on- the way to and
from their busy 1little port.

When they refused +to pay she built, in 1284, a weir acrosgs the
river &t Topsham, fomr miles downstream from Bxeter, so that all -
ghods had tobe unloaded there and transferred to a ship or overland
transport., The merbhants appealed to the King who ordered the
removal of the obstruction but, such was the power of the Devon
family, she took mo notice and got away with i%,

In 1312, Hugh Courtenay, the third Larl and flrst member of
the. Courtenay family to hold the title, 2dded a further weir to
show the displeasure he Felt towards the Mayor and people of Exeter
over a consignment of fii., so the story goes,

The Barl had sent his sgteward to Lxeter to buy some fish just
at the time when the Bishop of Exeter sent his steward for the same
‘purpose. They met in the fish market and found there were only threc
"kettleg" of fish for .sale altogether., Lach wanted the whole lot and,
after quarreling, agreed.to send for the Mayor to settle the issue,
The Mayor ordered that each could purchase one "ke$tle", the
remaining one to be retained for sale to the citizenry. When the
Earl heocrd the decision, he went hot-fovt to Exeter and sent for
the Meyor., The Mayor, who was employed by the Rarl anyway, feared




Neville Oswald Reports Page Two,

~trouble and collected a group of people to accompany ‘him to the
Farl!'s house, Closeted in a room with the Barl, the Mayor did His;
best to explain his gide of the argument, but the Barl stormed at
him and then, pulling on his Farlts livery to strengthen his _
suthority "fell into a greater passion", The mob outside the room,
hearing the raised:voices, were ipcreasingly anzious about the ‘
Mayor's safety and tried to break down the door, 'Thén the Earl
became fearful. and, after asking the Mayor to. restore -order, opened
the door and there was no further trouble, but he "could nevex -

afterwords show a Good Countenance in the city".

Mo round off his displeasure, the Barl bullt a duay at Topsham,
compelling all cargoes to be unloaded there and 46 pay harbdéur dues
to him; he also deprived anglers of the right to figh in :the river.
ILater his nephew built two further weirs between Excter and Topshan,
on the pretext of erecting some mills, thus irrevocably closing the
river to traffic. .Many complaints were made to the King and ,various
writs were,issued'against'the Barls, but no one dared to enforce

them. Thus the feud continued for the next four hundred years, much
to the advantage of-the people of Topsham and the Tarls themselves,

“Tn 1560 Queen Elizabeth granted the trades of Exeter a charger
of privileges and letters patent, thus inaugurating their Society
of Merchant Adventurers. The city had by then become an important
port with a congiderable. export trade in cloth, f£lrst kerseys then
serges, and the merchants decided to build a canal to avoid the
obstruction at Topsham. Work was begun in 1564, but was not ‘

completed until 1697, 130 years later; even so 1t is one of the
sarlicst examples of canal navigation in the country. _

The canal regtored some trade o the city, but for varlous
.reagons 1t was not entirely satisfactory. Topsham was by then a
fully established port and continuéd to handle the greater part
of the vast Bxeter trade in woollens throughout the 16th to ' the
18th century; hence the fine merohants!' houses. and courtyards on .,
the Strand ond elsewhere which adorn this little town tO'this_day:

The ship canal is still the only navigeble weterway between
Fxeter and the sea., It inevitably lost much of its usefulness in
the 19th century when ships became too large for it, yet a saunter
~plong its towpath remains one of the plessanter ways of spending
a summer afternoon. . S : ' v .

'P,S, Some readers mey wish to know how many fish there are in
o s kettle., The term probably derives from Kiddle, a basket
which used to be hung at a weir to catch fish, especially
galmon. Hence in the above context it probably refers.to

o basketful - hardly enough fish,one would have thought,

. to .provoke and sustain a feud thot lasted for 400 years.

PUZZLE CORNER ANSWERS

Here are the missing links: 1, Posts 2 Bombj 3 Mails
.4 Milly 5 Buck; 6 Bells 7 Cockj 8 Bare; 9 Jacksy 10 Tdilj

11 Wellj 12 Neclkj 1% Cast; 14 Billj 15 Ward; 16 Drew;
17 Parts 18 Holds 19 Portj 20 Drum. | |




The
Rector

A YEAR AGO we were writing about the‘need to renovate or replace
the Church Orgen, Wow the job has been completed and everyons who
has heard it is much impressed (so far as I have heardil)

A young recitaliét, who recently wonderfully demonstréted its
vergatility, described 1t as "a magnificént instrument" and he is
a Tellow of the Royal College -of Organists.,

Many thanks to all who havé supported its installation, There
ig still a considerable amoynt of consequential work to be done
arising from the removal of the o¢ld consgole etc. and the proceeds
of the June Pair and Garden Party will be to that end. We look
forward to your kind support...

. GARDEN FETE -~ THE RECTORY GARDEN
at 2 p.m., on SATURDAY, JUNE 9th. -

. Many of you will know that my wife and I recently becane:
grandparents. This caused two different friends to lend us the
same book ‘entitled "Grandmas and Grandpas! with comments on the,
subject matter extracted from the writings of hundreds of :
grandchildren, In the-knowledge that a good many residents of
Thurlestone and Bantham and Buckland are themselves grandparents,
T couldn't resist sharing just o half-dozen choice guotes from :
the book, Those I havé chosen are, I think you will agree, very.

' Those in.the book are not all funny. Some moved me much the
other way. It occurs to me that perhaps the role of grendparents
ig-becoming even more important in our gocliety in giving some
stability to the lives of those very many children now deprived .
of & normgl home of Mum and Dad and brothers and gisters, -The
statistics in Britain are alarming, More than one in four habies
are born outside marriage, with no..sign of the trend decreasing,
and with 14% of children now living in one parent families, Those
statistics are to make you think. These quotes are to make you
1augho X ' . ’ : . s : o ‘

"My Grandpa is tough outside, but soft hearted inside",

nGrandmothers sometimes lock the door when they come out
and when they get to the garden gate they go back to
make sure ‘they have'. :

Continued on next page.




THE RECTOR WRITHS continued.

"Grahdpa is over 40 and under 90", 3 -

UThe grendmother is usually a great source of the childrents.
income a8 she nearly elways gives them perhaps 50p after a happy
but exhausting visit, The money is usually for all her grahd-
children (®*1little angele®), Theyusually stick their hands out -
suggestively or start snivelling that they can't afford a teddy .
bear or a skiing trip to Aviemore.,'" o o Lo

" I thought Dad was rather old ~ until I met grandpa"Qf:.

" One of a grandmother'!s most prized privileges is to spoil her -
grandchildren, She arrivew aermed with pockets full of sweets,
and special pocket-money to buy the child the things denied it
by its parents foi numerous good reasons - N0 cream cokes because
they are too rich, for example, Granny stuffs the child full of
gsweets and cakes, and then leaves before it i1s sick".

Very sincerely Yours,

PETER S. STEPHENS.

/f'

SOUTH HAMS WINDOWS AND C@N

/ DLL"] QA Doors and Windows

TR AR
' Facia Boards and Cladding 27| }
fhoe : . Lt N
\ Also Available <Zmies
Georgian, Victorian  |iig\s ‘
I - and .

Straight Eaves LB e
Conservalories —=tanEarase
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MINUTES OF THZE ANNUAL MERTING OTF THE PARISH OI' THURLISTONE

TIT PIE PARISH HALL OW TULSDAY, MARCH £7,1990 at 7.30 p.m.
Chairmen: Mr.P.W.J.Hurrell (Chairman of the Parish Council),

Speakers in , County Councillor Simon J.Dayj Police Sergeant

attendance ° Raymont (Acting Ingpector Devon and Cornwall)
Mr,Trevor J.Smale (Asst Director SHDC Planning
Dept)s District Councillor Jack V,Thomas,

Clerk to .
Meeting: Mr.W.G.Tadd (Clerk to the Parish Council)
Present 49 Parishioners,

CHATRMAN'S REPORT: The Chairman welcomed the speakers and the
perishioners and summarised the main events

of the year;.

a) The Community Charge was now known to amount to £332,58
of -which £4,65 related to the parish council precept set
~at £3,224 being exactly the same as last year, Of that sum
only approximately £1200 could this year be added to the
Recreation Area Reserve Fund instead of the £1600 in each
of the last years because of the effects of inflation and

loss of interest resulting from the new method of the
Precept being funded half yearly. The Reserve Fund now
standing at around £3,500 will thus become £4,700 and later
in the meeting a vote wouwld be taken to see whether that
fund should be further® increased in future years.,

b) The Water Authority had now completed theim environmental

studies to determine the sewerage system they had promised

to instal. The Marine Manager would be attending the May 8
Council Meeting to advise on the conclusions but it geemed
provable that it would involve a long see outfall becoming
operative in 1993, It was now recognised that in due course
further work would become necessary to meet the latest EELEC
dirvective requiring all swwage to be treated before discharge
into the seea. :

¢} Leas Foot Beach had again been eroded by recent gstorms,The
Parigh Councilils warnings of ten years ago having been
ignored by the Golf Club and District Council. So far as
was known all property for which the Parish Council was. -
responsible had survived the storms wlthout damsge. g

d) Marine Litter being deposited on our beaches warranted more
3itter bins being provided by the District Council but they
were raluctant to comply and the needs for more effective
marine controls were being pressed with the authorities.
Parishioners who kept the beaches clean were thanked.

@) The valiant efforts of Roed Sweeper Mr,Leslie Dyer were
eppreaciated,

£) Some 39 planning applications had been considered of which
8 were opposed by the Parish Council, Of those the Digtrict
Council head refused 3, granted 2, and 3 were still pending.

g) Our campagen to secure for parish councils the right of
appeal agginst planning consents considered contrary to
the interests of the community had received good support .
for other parishes in the South Hams and then from many .
other Devon parishes following our joining the Devon
“Aspociation of Parish Councils. That Association was now




ANNUAT PARISH MUETING SHEET TWO.

h)

3)

1)

- The Special Parish Meeting last Novembher had requestéd double

Pressing the National Association to progress the case for
Government action, The Chairman thanked Mr, and Mrs.Darby
for their subscription of £50 to assist the DAPC subscript-
ion and congratulated Mr,David Grose on his election to the
County Committee of the DAPC, from which position he planned
+to pursue the Right of Appeal Campaign,

There was the possibility of a Parish Recreation Arca and
Car Park becoming avdilable behind the Church, if the
planned development of Homefield Parm was approved and
progresged, in which event the goodwill of Tvans Estates
T4td would be appreciated by all parishioners.

Negotiations continued for the creation by the District
Council of some 14 low~cost dwellings for local young
families, and a feasebility study regarding the proposed
gite mdjacent to Seaview Road should be completed within
six months, one possibility being for the access road %o
join the main road near the Garage to easse congestion
around the junction near Rockhill. :

- The Parish Hall Committee was vrogressing the necessary
work to repair the roof over the Tootball Club changing
rooms and seemed likely to ebtain grants from the District
douncil and Community Council ef Devon, Thus the £600
losn from the RParish Council might not be needed,The

Parish Hall was a charity which should be supported by ¢

everyona,

The Parish Tmergency Officer, Mr,Derrick Yeoman, had
organised a group of parishioners able and willing %o
assist others if last summer's water shortage had meant
he instellation of gtand pipes. He and other volunteers,
neluding Mr,Rodney S%idston who had offered the use of
essential equipment, were thanked, - '

yellow lines being created near the junction of Parkfield, but
had opposed the propesal for the present. single yellow lines
to be converted to double lines between Hanm Gate and the

Post Office in Bantham., Neverthe less the County Highways
Committee had decided to create such restriction on vehicles

. waiting in that section of Bantham main gtreet at any time

o)

and throughout the year., The views of parishioners would be
gought later in the meeting.

Mr,Kendall and Mrs,Penny McBonald were thanked for teking
over as Nditors of Village Voice in succession to Mr.
Dudley Drabhle, whose much appreckated work over the past
eight years had been marked by a don:tion of £25 by the
Parish Council with which he had purchased = bird table,

The Parish Clerk had been provided with an electronic
tyvewriter to replace the one he had worn out writing
another 400 letters last year, one third of which related
to the right of appeal campaign, His efforts were

appreclated..

The Chairman then asked the pariéhioners to vote on three
propofals currently concerning the Parish Council on which a
community view would be.welcome, They were: -




ANNUAL PARISH MEETING SHERT THREE.

- 1. The désirabilify of notices being erected at Leas Foot Beach
to warn of the proximity of the sewage outfall and pollution
dangers.

Regult: Nearly all electors present supported the need for
guch notices to be erected by 5.H.D.C.

2. The Recreation Area Reserve Fund to be regstricted to about
£4,700 estimated to have been accrued by the end of 1990/91 es
sueh o decision would assist the Parish Council to reduce 1its
precept for later years and thus the Thurlestone chargepayers.

Regult: A1l present approved,

3, Double Yellow TLines at Bantham. This proposal prompted =~ -
congsiderable debate and the Chairman explained that -although
the County's Area Highways Sub-Committse had decided to
create such restrictions, the Parigh Council had interceded
to stall their implementation until the subject had again
been congidered at this meeting, The Highways Sub~Committee
Chairmen had suggested that two voteg be taken =~ one by the
electors of the -entire parish -and a second vote by the electors
resident in Bantham and West Buckland. _

Overwhelming opposition to the proposed Order was voiced,
as was criticism of the undencratic manner by which the
Order was made without regard to the known objections of
the Parigh Council and the majority of interested perishioners
including many who had directly petitioned against the Order,
Phe Sub-Committee's decision ignored even the -views expressed
at the Special Meeting in November by County Councillors Day
and Pike as well as Police Tnspector Allen and Eres IEngineer
{South) Mr.,Iavery, who had recommended thet the existing
gsingle lines be supplemented merely by "courtesy -lines® to
indicate where access to doorways was essential for the
regsidents, i

Mr,Neil Girling was particularly eloquent 1n reporting his
investigations intc the background to the case from which he
had reason to believe that as the Order had not yet been
implemented, 1t could be rewoked as had happened in similar
circumstances seweral years ago in Bantham. - -

Mr,Jack Thomas emphasized that he was no longer interested
in any Bantham property and considered that the Ham €ar Park
offered easy alternative parking space,

Mr,David Grose contended that on such matters the County
should heed the views of the Parish Council and of the Special
Parish meeting. , :

Mr.Simon Day confirmed that the Area Engineer end the Police
had advised the Committee of their preference for an altern-~
ative remedy, bht the Committee had nevértheless adopted Mr.
Moysey!s proposal for the all day every day walting prohiblt-
ion, He undertook to discuss the matter further with the
ghoirmen of the Highways Sub~Committee and of the major
Planning Committee.

Acting Inspector Raymont confirmed that the Police view
contiued to disfavour double yellow lines in Bantham because
their resources were insufficient to enforce the regulations
properiys that a clear road would cause vehicles to travel
t00 quieckly; and that the problem would be pushed back towards
Aune Cross or Buckland and Thurlestone. ' R
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The following proposal was then put to the vote: "Double yellinw
lines are not wanted in Bantham, but it is acknowledge that a
traffic problem exists, so further investigation to find another
solution would be welcome,

Result: The resolution was carried by 44 of all parishioners with
three electors desiring the double yellow lines.

Result: The same regolution wag then put to the vote of the 15
persons present who reside within the Bantham Polling
District of the Thurlestone Tlectoral Register, and was
carried by 12 votes against the votes of the same three
electors who degire double yellow lines,.

Gounty Councillor Stmon Doy wondered whether the Poll Tax might
evoke oven more controversy than double yellow lines, but the

old rating system was not working properly. Unfortunately the
Government had wrongly assessed inflation and the nceds of County
Councils, Devon had been especially penalised, receiving less than
halfof the Government's Revenue Support Grant obtained by the

Home Counties.

Mr,David Grose observed that rates had gone up by 34%, but he was
o5 T concerned that Parish costs received no benefit from holiday
homes ~ of which Thurlestone had probably a hundred - although
the owners had to pay:double the stendard charge including the
Parish content. Mr,Day agreed to ensure that the Secretary of
State when he met him tomorrow appreciated this totally wrong
anomaly.

Mr,Geoff Wilkinson suggested that the Minister should also be
soked 1o oimplity the rebate documentation and also pointed out
the falseness of the assurances that no one would be more than
£3 per week worse off under the Community Charge system.

Acting Inspector Raymont Bxplained police ection in the case of
obstruction when Wr.Derrick Yeoman cited cases occurring around
Parkfield which had been ignored by a police patrol car, Insp.
Raymont said that the main poblem wam lack of manpower - the
Tingsbridge station sometimes being reduced %o only one effective
officer while the others were on external duties.

Mr.HughCater deplored the lack of commmnity policemen and the
Tnedequacy of the resources provided by the Police Authority.

Mr.Neil @Girling suggested that the community would happily pay
move to obtain more effective security. Mr.Day replied that

as Chairman of the Devon and Cornwall Police Authoxrity, he was
aware of the need to-increase police resources, but considered
that the force was now very mobile and highly professional with
the officers being more highly paid and better equipped than
ever before and the security cover was still effedtive.

Mr.Trevor Smale said that the "Devon in 20017 proposals had been
abandoned and the county was now more amenable to rostraining
migration into Devon. A revisgd County plan was projected for
public discussion in the late summer of this year and SHDC was
aiming to lead the County along the route locally desired, The
draft Kingsbridge Local Plan Review would be published in
December 1990 for public comment. The key issue would be housing
for local needs, but development boundaries would be chagged ohly
fractionally, some even being reduced, More attention would be
given to the preservation of character snd evironment.

Regretably there was no guick answer to meeting local -housing
needs, a seven year delay being not unusual as in the cage of
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Thurlestone end Salcombe, However the Seaview Road feasability study
should be completed within a few months. The problem would then be
lack of finance betause total allocation nationally was very limited
and tglks with the Housing Associations would then commence. The
District already. had 15 or more schemes which could not yet proceed,
Implementation could be held up for two or three years by lack of
national funding for rural areas,

Appeal inspectors had now been instructed to have particular regard
for local plans. SHDC was anxious to promote its already good
rapport with all Parish Councils in locel plan preparation and would
be aiming to achieve what the communities wanted,

Responding to a guestion from Mr.Wilkinson, Mr.Smale advised that
discugsiong with South West Water did #nvolve existing sewage
embargos.

Mr.David Grose stregsed the need for planners to be more concerned
with the views of the residents in development areas and with what
the buildings would look like after completion. He pleaded for
more attention to design details and the materials ugedj in Britain
unlike Prance, most new constructions loocked awful (Applause).
Mr.Smale said that the Secretary of State had just issued a new
guidance note for policy planning dissuading the local planning
authorities from seeking to impose their tastes on developers
simply because they believe them to be superior and agreed to

send the Parish Clerk further details of that note, However, more
use of local materials was favoured in sensitive areas and the
SHDC was preparing design guides tbo encoursage developers to meet
community views, .

Mr.Jack Thomas drew attention to the fact that unlike the County
Council, the SHDC had met the Government target on the Community
Charge and had done so witheut loss of services.

The meeting closed at 9,335 p.m. with votes of thanks to all
concerned,

THURIESTONT PROBUS CLUB.

EIGHTEEN members, the majority with their wives, had a
fnear perfect, if a little exhausting, day out on May 2 when they
went by coach to Totnes, down the river to Dartmouth, and then
gpent the afternoon at the Britannia Royal Naval College. The
three young midshipmen who acted as our guides obviously knew
their subject well and any shortcomings they may have had were
more than compensated for by thelr very obvious enthugiasm for
the College and their chosen career, :

Tn April, a talk by Keith Oates on independent taxation
was extremely interesting and all present felt they had benefitw-
ted as a result, hopefully at the Taxman's expensocl

Our next two meetings are oh June 9 and July 13 when
Prank Clarkson will talk about Military Customs and Dolly
Gardner on her wartime experiences in the 5.0.1.

D.M.Yeoman 560300,

DO REMEMBER TO PUT 85 IN TFRONT OF ANY FOUR~-FIGURE
KINGSBRIDGE TETEPHONE NUMBER.




RADON i

Mr,W.G.Ladd, Clerk to Thurlestone Parish Council, knowing that
some people in the parish would worry about radon gag, wrote to
Mr,M.I',Jonngon, Director of Technical Services of The South Hams -
Digtrict Council, asking about the risk in Thurlestone Porigh,
Here is Mr,Johnson's reply: '

"Dear Mr,Ladd, 20th April 1990
RADON GAS |

Further to your letter of the 4th April 1990, the situation
in relation to radon gas has changed in that information is
- gradually increasing as a result of research and experience.

In Januvary 1990 the Government annouced g halving of the
action level from 400 to 200 Bequerels/m”, This has changed
the position in that it is now believed that some 4,500
dwellings in the South Hams District may exceed_the ngw
action level (formerly 1,400 dwellings above 400 Bq/m3).

Tt is still believed thatthe majority will be found on or
on the edge of Dartmoor and others will be dwellings which
are bullt on or close to igneous rocks such as granite. T
am not in a position to state that ne property in the 3
Thurlestone are may be subject to levels above 200 Bg/m
but evidence would suggest. it i1s unlikely. Results so far
obtained in TQ7 3 -- gre very limited but‘shog that of

3 premises tested a%l”were less that 100 Bg/m’ and the
averasge was 49 Ba/m”.

It is, however, suggésted that your parishiocners be edvised
thet eanyone having concern should write direct to The
Neticnal Radiological Protection Bmard at Chilton, Didcot,
. Oxon OX11 ORQ, so that they may obtain a free test of. their
hone, ' :

It has been found that levels vary considerably between
properties even in very close proximity depending often on
how they are occupied and perticularly the level ‘and means
of ventilation.

Anyone wishing to discuss this issue should be asked to
contact Mr,Iluckett, Divisionsl EHO who will be pleased to
speak to them,"

Editor'ts Note: This’letter was received by the Parish
e Council hefore the Press release on the
preceding pege. '

CONGRATULATIONS 10 Jack Thomas

South Hams District Council has just announced that
Councillor Jack Thomas of South Milton has been appointed Vice-Chair-
man of the Counc¢il for the coming yesr, Councillor Michael Beaumont
is to be Chailrman,

Jack ‘Thomas wes educated at Ciifton College, Bristol,
and served in the RAOC during World War Two, reaching the rank of
Major. Afterwands. he was gales director of the Frederick Braby
engineering group.

He retired to the South Hams in 1965, having owned a
holiday cottage at Bantham for over 40 years. He was elected to
the Digtriet Council in 1979 and has been o mmmber of the Planning
Committee ever since, being its vice chairman for seven years.




IAN G. YOUNG

GENUINE SCOTTISH HAGGIS

Last week, in an effdrt to restrict the spread of tMad Cow Digease!,
the Government prohibited the use of animal intestines in the processing

of Haggls,

Very obviously the Government have been misinformed by the members of
the EEC who are trying to undermine the independence of the British People,
becaugse every genuine Scotsman knows that the delightful little creature,
'Haggaria Scotus', or 'Haggis', is bred in special reservations situated
on the higher slopes of the Cullin and Grampian mountain ranges, and
watched over by the members of the Guild of Breeders of Haggis - or G.B.H -
as they are known locally,

The live Haggis are invisible to the normal human eye. This is because
the pure, pollution free air they breathe combines with an as yet unknown
chemical in their blood stream to form an inpenetrable haze around the
Huddle of Haggis. Members of the G.B3.H. can see through this haze beeause
they all possess the heraditary feature of a third aye in the middle of their
foreheads.

Under normal circumstances any factual information regarding the Haggis
and their life cycle; is clagsified information exclusive to members of the
G.B.H.. However, in view of the misleading statements coming from the EEC,
I have been instructed by hamish MacFuddle, of that Ilk, life president of
the G.B.H., to issue the following faects in the hope that those persons, of
both sexes, who through an unfortunate acecident of birth are. not Scots, will
learn something of the life of the Haggis.

The Haggis is a small furry little animal, light brown in eolour, with
a short tail, a retrousse nose, and gentle dark eyes. The male has a
distinguishing black line stretching from nose to tail, and the white rings
on their tails indicate the animals' age, one ring for every two years of
life. ‘

Another interesting feature of the adult Haggis, and an indication of
how nature adapts to the environment ig that the left legs of the fully
grown Haggls are congiderably shorter than the right legs. This is because
the Haggis live on the steeply sloping sides of Scottish mountains, and
always browse from left to right across the face of the mountains, their
left legs being shorter in order that they can at all times retain a
comfortable position,

The Haggig breed during the winter months, starting on 30th November,

St. Andrew's Day, reaching their climax by December 3i1st, Hogmanay, and
finishing on 25th January, Burns Night. The young, never more than two in

number, and invariably one of each sex, are born during August to September,
TURN OVERPAGE FOR THE EXCITING CONCLUSION,..sss
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T Concluding..sss

GENUINE SCOTTPISH HAGGIS by Ian C. Young

The hunting season lasts from Fegbrua
Members of the G.B.H.

following manner.

S L _.and it is only during the mating season that the
i o Haggis utter their soul stirring ocall..'Hock Aye -

o "Hock Ayel...

ry to May and is conudizted in the |
carrying dust bin lids, 0ld alumin-

—imum pans, and rolling plns, ¢limb mountains and station themselves to the

pear of a Huddle of Haggis, and at a given sgigna

1 - a %tune on the bagpipes -

begin to bvelabour their pans and dust-bin lids, creating considerable noise.
The Haggis-are'frightenedrand immediately take flight anti-clockwise round

the mountain,

heather, and await the arrival of the Haggls,

The Hunters about turn, hide behind rocks and clumps of
who. have by this time completed

the circuit of the mountaln. Ag soon as the Haggls appear the Hunters leap
to their feet and repeat the noise creation. The Haggis halt in their

tracks, take fright, turn tail,

and reverse theirflight. Unfortunately,
because of their short left legs flight in a clockwise direction is impossible

for them, and so losing their balance the animals roll down the mountain

where they are easily captured b
after some preparation appear o

y the wives and families of the ¢.B.H., and

the counters of shops throughout the

country as 'Genuine Scottish Haggis.'

CONVERSATIORN

PILECE .

I talk to my plants. oo

I always say tgood-morning' to my cactus

And 'Night-night, Busy Lizzie - time for bed.'
Others use Daby Bic, which can act as

A stimulant. I chat 'em up instead.
I read my begonlas Betjeman's rhymes

Or bits of obits which appear in 'The Times';

When my cyclamen's sickly, it perks up no end
To be told who's Antonia Fraser's new friend;

Aind my primula burgeons in various hues

When I give the gist of the Nine O'clock News.
But one night last week 1 was rudely rebuffed:

My plants answered back, saying loudly *Get gtuffed’ !
tStop yakkity—yakking!‘ they cried in chorus

And an African violet added 'You bore usi!

My coleus threatened to call the police

If I didn't turn Trappist and leave it in peace;
1Tor God's sake, belt up!!' said the ferns in my flat,

Just pass round

the drink, dear, and less blooming chat.'

S0 now when I water, not one word is asid.
I give them their Bio, and cut them gtone dead.

flan WMelville 'Games & Gardens.'

ASTOUNDING REPORT®

and other buildings are ingured
aopngiders it cheaper to pay for
can bet you will get the bill

Purther comment? Village Voice

None of Devon County Council's schools
against storm damage 1 Because the D.C.C
emergency repalrs when they arise !l You
in your Gommunity Charge.

ig not polltical I




POSTBAG EXTRA..POSTBAG...POSTELG BXTRA., . .POSTBAG. , . POSTRAG BXTRA

DEAR EDITORS,

4 few yenrs ago you published an article about the Iron Age
Settlement on Bantham Ham, I think the time has now eome when
the existance of a vast pre-historic "temple", butlt at that time,
can be revealed.

You all know Stonehenge, which pelebrated sunrise on Midsummer's
Day, well our local monument celebrates sunset at Midsummer.
Have you ever wondered about the hole in the Thurlestone Rock?
And what about the Longstone? Next Mldsummer's evening, walk
down towhrds Hope Cove, line them up, end see where the sun sets)

It wos quite & JOb excavntlng the hole in Thurlestone Rock
between tides, and , as for the Longston , Imany years were spent
demollshlng the hegdland in order to. carve out a granite pinnacle
(Unfortunately the ~original Longstone, some hundred cubits to
seaward, Was washed away in a storm ufter only a hundred or so
years), '

I'l11l see you on the beach on Midsummer's evening ~ but don'st
tell the Hippies} = Charles Barber, Mayflower Cottage, Bantham,
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