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'VILLAGE:VOIGE IS SAVED!Y This good news carle just as this
cdition was going to Press(or rother Gestetner),

Ever gince your present Bditcrs announced that they would bg
resigning fron editing and producing the nagozine, mony people in
the villages deternined that Villege Voice rmst not die,

A series of neetings followed with all interested porties
deciding (a) who was going to do the work and (b) where the new
printing works of the nmagazine would bhe sited, Gradually & 1arge
team emerged to shoulder the production ond printing of the Voice,
but the space to do the printing was in short supply. IMinally,
due to the genorosity of one of the team, a home for the printing
nachine was found. And now all systems, as they say, are go,

This means that our advertisers, who report good business from
their -displays in our pages, will now be able to book for a whole
year ahead and beo confident thet they will continue to reach the
prosperous narket of this parish, '

We hope that our advertisers will continue to support the
nagazine os it is the mevenue from advertising which covers the
total costs.. : , '

We hope too thot our cireculation manager, Mr,Peter Bromfield,
will continue to rush coples of Village Voice to i
sarish residents os he has done in the past., And he nas, in fact,
agree to continue, as hos Mrs,Jeon Hurrell, who looks after Banthan

end ﬁgcﬁ%%%dtgﬁr%ﬁ%%t&fﬁ'our loyal contributers will continue 1o

entertoin and inform you as in past years, and that our front page
artist, Mr.Len Hubbaxrd, will continuc to ensure that Village Voice
is the best-looking nogozine in the business, ' .

Aind finally, let us wish every success to your new Editors, Mrs.
Pat Macdonald and Mrs,Jo Porkin,

A Happy Christmes and o Wonderful New Year to Everyone whose
1ife has been touched hy Village Voice,



PO0OSTBA G ., IEITERS TO THE EDITORS...

Dear cuxr,
T wood like too bee thee editer off thee vilidg vice butt
i carnt spel, is thes a dishantige., mi tippin is alse a bite
orf.,praps 1 cud delever thee pappers to thee hises instid off
petre thee milk. lik barcus i aim willin.
Villdger, Thirliston.

(THE EDITOLE WEiL, CONS T LORING L AL3 A2PNICLTION VERY SERIOUSLY
UNTIL THE PRESENT SYNDICATE CAME FORVARD).

Dear Lditors,

I, along with nearly 90 other villagers,attended the
Thurlestone Hovvest Supper on Sapiember 23rd in the Parish Hall.
We enjoycd a fine necl of har and beef, baked potatoes, roll
and butter, cnd salad, followed by epple tart and clotted wrean,
downed by loshings of cider and beer, and, lastly, coffeoe,
v e Bhve. indonitable lodies and a pignist gave an amusing
skit of Tlanders and Swens' "Trwas on o Monday norning the
gosmen came to call¥, )
_ Knowing all the hard work entailed, putting up all the
tables and chairs, .organising the cookiang and shopping beforehand,
not forgetiing the ciearing up tasks ~ and then,.,Not o word,
not & voice raiged in a vele SF thonks wes heard,
Weil, I for one appreciated ail that was done ~ Thank you
one and aolll : - '

JUMBLLS .,
DEAR BEDITORS,

Plensc lot me, through you, +thank all the villagers, all
ny customers, who have stoycd with nme despite the fact that I
1ike all other milk suppliers was forced to raise my prices by
twopence a pint. '

CPhie vise, .8 17D 3UrC F i FUOW VRS neought obout by the
disbanding oi the Milk Mavkesing Bonrd and I had no alternative
but Ho moke my first dncrease to my customers since 1991,

I an totally conmitted to maintainihg the tredikion of
Doorgtep Delivery and 1ook forwnrd to serving you for many
years to coume., Oace again I do thenk you for your loyalty.

PETER BROMFIELD .

ANSWers to Pot Mochin's "Missing [inks" Puzzle:

R

Quotations. On ear n.peace, goodwill toward nen,

Words: don, ent, bed, ent, art, its, shy, ups, bet, pat,
ace,pen,cud, son, pet, ado, two, ki, all, fly,
sty, rot, #wo, nop, dry, ode, amp, ten, ink,



i ExceLLent va,Lu,e_ onLg tneﬁrst price increase since 1991
| orders taken for: |

|Orange 85 i
Grapeuit -~ 90p T —

emon  90p G
DTk Chnky £1

1 All prices per lb. Minimum order 5 Lbs (imay be mixed).
' 5p per lb. reduction on orders of 20 Lbs and over.

Available from:

Joan GmLLowmg
Fadens,
Warren Road,
Thurlestone.
Tel: 560453

PLEASE ORDER BY EARLY JANUARY AND SUFFICIENT FOR THE
WHOLE YEAR, AS STOCKS MAY BE UNAVAILABLE LATER.
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The ANYTIME GlFil DAIRYMAN
DEVON CLOTTED 1FLSTON COTTAGES

- CREAM BY POST ;. CHURC"&:{ ST
PLEASE ASK FOR DETAILS KWCSBE]D{;? |




Taxi Service
®

Bruce Kemp
Arrow (ars
South Devan

TEL: 0836 611062
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nothing better
than to get under
your feet |

For al! your
Carpet requirements,
call in at:

18 Fore Sirset. Kingsbridge.
Tel: (0545) 352168
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The
Rector
Writes...

ON CHRISTMAS EVE each year, since the 14th century, Bishop
Grandisonts Office for Christmas Bve has been celebrated in
Exter Cathedral, nowadays in the context of a lovely carcl
service, ) ,

Bach year I offer my personal allocation of two seats in the
Nave to someonc from our parishes. Once again I onm open to requests.
Don't be shy if you would like to attend, please ask me, '

Thig year I con. also meke available just one seat in the Quire,

The gervice commences at 6 p,m., but due to the demand for
adnission, those with reserved seats need to be in théir places
bybE,BO pP.m., after which seats unoccupied are re-allocated to the
publiec,

Panlly commitments will, I know, prevent many from zccepting
ny offer, but please come with your families to the services
available within this Benefice.,

Here are the times of services in both Thurlestone and South
Milton, as I know that there is a lot of cross~perish attendance
acecording to which times are nost convenient: ' ‘

11th December, 3 p,m. Toy Gift Scervice and Tighting of Christﬁds-
' Tree" for both porishes at South Milton.

18th Decenber, "Festival of Nine Tessong and Cmrola"
11,10 a.m, Thurlestone
6 p,m, South Milton,

23rd December., For younger children ~ "Placing the Pigures in
: the Christnas Crib. 3 pel. South Milton.
: 4,Pp.. Thurlestone,
24th Decenber,Christmas Eve, "First Communion of Christmas (B)
10.15 p.m,South Milton
11.45 p.m,Thurlegtone.
25th,December. Christmas Day. -8 o,m, Holy Communion (B)
Thurlestone,
All~Tamily Worship for Christmes Morning, followed
by shortened Holy Communion (4) °
9,30 a,m, South Milton
11,10 a,n, Thurlestone,

From the Rectory we wish you all a very happy Christmas and a

peaceful New Year,
Sincerely,

PETER STEPHENS, Rector,
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S " The Story of
THURLESTDNE BANTHAM and WEST BU CKLAND
(tcsld with the help of old photographs)
C KENDALL McDONALD.,

At Your Local Shop £8.95.
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The wides! choice of quality cut
flow-ars, house planis, silk and
dried lowers, grasses and
arrangements.

Gift wrapping, with same day
delivery both focally and through
intertiora,

B Speciatist seedsmen

Aven Mill Garden Shop in

Avoin Mill Gardew Centre &
Loddisweli
8 The complete Garden Certie

Kingsbridge

B Piofessionai help and advice

B Full range of aftractions, including:
B Mill Coffee Shop

B Gallery of Rural Crafts
Safe Children's

play area
and exiensive range of B Beatiful river walks
garden sundries i )
Avorr Ml Lands, m’iplﬁg Op&ﬂ on - Sat. 9am - Spm

H Floral tributes for all occasions

B Full des:gr, consiruction and Sun. 2pm - Spm

59 Foare Street, Kingsbridge mail (3nance seivices ‘Noodleigh Road, Loddiswelt
Tel. 0548 852541/853888 8 Contact JAMES TREGELLES  Tel: Kingsbridge ((548) 550538

. S —————
" ASK ®OR &N ESTIMATE |
: HOE LB |
E Repnovations i

Alterations
Mecorations

GARAGES

@Fwﬁaﬁg E@ﬁm@ﬁﬁ@
CONTRACTORS

L AT e, S R <K L Kagttiln g

RAYMOND EKS

MOUNTVIEW. FAST ALLINGTON
KIMNGSBRIDGE

e:548 521319
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sohn D. Andrews & Son

Your lecal funeral director
Sheulz you wish o telenkcne. there is an
exgerienced membar of our swi svailaile
24 hours a dav 1o offar zdvice,

119 Fore Street, Kingsbridge, Devon TQ7 1AL
Tal: Kingsbridge sszoev

ahumental Masonry.
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YOUR MAGAZINE

VILLAGE VOICE can only be
distributed FREE TG RESIDENTS
of the Parish.

The magazine |is entirely seif-
supporting and is not g charge on
the Porish Rate, but It was
founded on behalf of the Parish
Councll and Is delighted to remaln
under the Council's spohaorship,
But this does not mean that the
views and opinione expressed in
these pages are the views or
opinione of any member of the
Thurlestone Parish Council snd
should he asacribed only to the
authore concerned. :
Your copy Is delivered to you by
volunteers. In Thurlestone, this
Is dalryman Peier Bremfiold, and
ih Bantham and West Buckland,
Mrs.dean Hurrell,

Extra copies may be bodaght from
local newsagents, Mr.and HKrs.Bob
Morley at the Vitlage Storss.
There is alsc a subscription
service, which gends copies to
readers all over the country at an
anhual cost of £6, which Includes
postage.

GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

GRASS CUTTING

HEDGE TRIMMING
CHAIN-SAW WORK

GARDEN RUBBISH CLEAREYD
PATIO, PATHS AND DRIVE
CLEANING...

CONTACT:

D.BICKLE
(0548) 560831

e o

Visitirig chiropody service
for the South Hams

Douglas V. Smith

M.5.8.Ch., M.B.Ch.A.

For a comprehensive chiropody
service in the comfort of your
own home
For enquiries and appointments,
please telephone
(0548) 561304 anytime

(answerphone when out on call)




DUCK, no longer a treat for special occasions, with larger less fatt-
birds being bred and sold in top quality butchers and supermarkets,
The Barbary and Gressingham birds are good examples -~ not all ducks®”
from Aylesbury, as many restaurant menus would have us believe!

My recipe, with a sweet, spicy. glaze, and a simple fruit and nutty
stuffing, has a festive flavour,

41b, -51b duck,
Salt and freshly ground black pepper,
1 tﬁbleSp' Honey Mix together in a small bowl
Ginger Marmalade
. and warmed,
teasp. Coriander ,
" Cumin

—t” ot M N

B

For the stuffing

4 ozs. Long Grain Rice, cooked and drained

4 " Dried Apricots, soaked overnight, drained and chopped
2 " Hazelnuts, finely chopped

2 Raisins

1 Egg, beaten

2 sticks Celery, finely chopped

Small bunch Spring Onions, Finely chopped

Pre~heat oven to 425F {220C) 190c¢ in fan assisted ovens, Wash and
thoroughly dry the duck, Put all-the stuffing ingredients in a mixin_
bowl and season to taste, add the egp to bind together. Fill the
cavity of the duék with the stuffing, brush over with a little meltel
butter, sprinkle with salt and pepper, Prick all over with a fork
and.place on a rack over a roasting tin, Place in the oven on a high
shelf and cook for 20 minutes, then lower the heat to 400F -(200C)170c
fan assisted, and cook Por approx 1% hours, Ten minutes before end of
cooking time, take out duck & brush with the warmed glaze, then retur:
to oven fpr its Einal cooking time,

Serve with a Red wine sauce, madewith the duck giblets;.shallots or
onions, a clove of garlic, % pint red wine, salt & pepper to taste &
¢ teasp., dried thyme (1 teasp fresh) & a dash of Worcester sauce.
Either reduce to required thickness by.fast boiling or thicken with a
little cornflour, mixed with a knob of butter to a paste.

PS. Don't Forget the cook's nips. Cheers!



PUZZLECORNER L .
A T

T MISSING LINKS,

nnFind the m1831ng 11nk between these pairs of words by filling the
l\space in the bracket, Each word has THREE letters. €.g2. pea(nut)case,

(:When completed, the mlddle letters of the words w111 spell out a
| seasonal quotation,

H TEN ( ) ATE
| _ RAMP . ( ) ELOPE
B4R ( ) ROCK
N POLE  { ) KIN
. HE ( ) FULLY
BAND { ) ELFE
VORK ( ) LOCK
PRESS ( ) TART
ALPTA } RAY
~ BUTTER ( ) RIOT
~ TEN { 3 TIC
SWEET { )- €OCK
NBST ( ). CUP
SEA ( ) NET
TOSS { ) AGE
TORN ( ) RATION
TWENTY ( ) FOLD
FIR ( ) SHIP
OVER ( ) OWING
DRAGUN ( ) PAPER ;
FIG . ( ) LIST ‘
PIER - - ( ) ATE :
FORTY ( ) PLY *
CAT . { ) KIN
SUN ( ) AD
AN . | ) TO A GRECIAN URN
FIRED ( ) BRE -
OF - { } ACE
INDIAN ( ) LING

THE FEMALZ OF THE SPROIES...

. The reasoning of sone golfers is beyond ordinary explanation,
For example, o nenber recently saw a lady nember walk up to his
ball on the fairway and prepare to hit it.,

"Hi, thatt*s my ball," he shouted. "Wo, it's not, it‘s mine!
cane the reply. ‘z

"You just pick it up and youtll find ny initials on it",

This she did, but replacing the ball,hit it into the
distance, muttorlnd to herself - "Uhat are his inltlals u01ng .
on ny ball?", ‘ _ . o

‘N,C.O.




X needs.

THUHLES%*ME 55@2'&1
The handy place 10 go for all
your housahold needs
Orders by phone. NKewspapers, magazines and groceries
delivered daily. Freshly baked bread. Off Licence.Fruit,

vegetabies, cheeses, ice- -cream, bhooks,greetings cards.
And now...

Specials for gardeners - planis,
compost, se%@zm All your garden

AR SR T T S G A e Bl = -

Berele andg @%@@@éﬁs@éﬁ@

& ﬁ" & & @"%@aﬁ'@aﬂ Toyis
i4 Mat Exccutive pfint -Coach
Dally Jervice- . @smday

Phones- &@és& mﬁﬁga

(0548) 5 567560

The Only Number you need to Know
YOUR LOCAL TAXI SERVICE

Wheelchair facility is avaiable ip one of our taxis, please
phune for detaiis,

R S+ R e et SR
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Tal 561847, Car Park
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ALSTON NURSERY | CARD SHOP °
MALBOROUGH For a wide seigction of :
Greztngs Cards, |
ROY AND JENNY LITTLEJOHNS Gifts, Party Ware,
offer a wide selection of Cake Decoraiions,
Printed Wedding, Business '
Bedding, container and and Personal Stationery.
rockery plants, £l in and see us at
shrubs, hanging baskets, )
tuchsias...ete .
24,FORE STREET,

KINGSBRIDGE

Telephone - g
(0548)

Open ¢ am. to 5 p.m. Wednesday to
Sunday and Tuesdays at the
Kingsbridge Market.

R T S

Have You Got Yours?

We refer of course to
That wonderfully
EVOCATIVE

ERUDITE

ELEGANT

ESSAY

Entitled  "The Story of
Thurlestone, Bantham and
West Buckiand®.

From all your local shops,
pubs and hoteis. £8.95.
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The Best Present fof your visiiors and your own booksheit is the
local best-seliei...

THE STORY OF TYULLESTOME, BANTHAM AND WEST BUCKLAND

Contains over 100 old photographs and Stirring Tales of
Murder, Mysizry, smuggling, Shipwreck, Rape, and Plenty of
Pillage. Read the Amazing True Life Stories of the Saints and
Sinners who —rillad iSese vary same ireets in Days of Yore.

O R I RS

LIMITED STC)(‘KS Buy now irom d” the shops in the Parish. Price:£8.95.

! !
i FUNTERAL DIRECTORS
| e to the South Hams o=
E N (1 f,+n  forover 100 "Axﬁ_:}t
E FOR years T
. | &: 5. PERROTT
ALL }Y?gs @F to J " . 0. ). Bouwdsn)
15 Dearombe Soee. Kingabridge 852303
) Frivaie Chapel-of Resi Dav &2 Night Service
GUALITY ~
! B 4 a5 o e
‘ WOCU WOKK
!
| 0548 56072]
M.D.Burns Tree Surgery
by City and Guilds Qualified
Tree Surgeon
2 Deadwood/ranch Femoval @ Tree Height Reduction
@ Tree Pruning. Tree Felling @ Conifer Hedges Cut and Shaped

® Logs Tor Sale
FOR FREE ESTIMATE. FLEASE TELEPHONE XINGSBRIDGE 837851

b e g 4 oy g b £ -




DURING THE PAST. 200 years, the farmers of' Thurlestone have - continge”
their tradltional task of providing an abundance "of cattle, .sheep
and crops., Most of them have either been born in the parlsh or have
had close.- family connections with it. ThlS article seeks to invest-
. igate the trends in ownership during a perlod of profound change

in farming methods and to compar¢ them briefly Wlth trends in
ne1ghbour1ng parishes in the South Hams,

THE FARMLANDS

In 1777 the Earl of Devon . who then owned. moet of the parlsh

ordered a detaijled, survey of his holdings. ThlS 'Courtenay Survey"
described his estate.of over 900 acres in the fertile southern part
of the parish,.which included the hamlets of Thurlestone, Buckland
:and Bantham.= The pastureland was divided into 228 fields of an acre
or more, each with its own name, These were grouped into 48 farms
that were divided between 17 tenant farmers who sublet small holdings
and allotments, About one-half of the fields have survived unchanged,
retaining their old names; the remainder have éither disappeared as
they have been absorbed. into larger flelds or can be identified 1n
outline ‘as. rldgee covered with grass and sometimes strengthened

with local stone, . :

The. Courtenay family retained the land until 1859 when it was sold to
Samuel Brunskill, an Exeter, tailor; it remained with thé Brunskills,
less. 200 acres that were sold in 1918, until 1923 when it was
acquired by Commander Evans, an industrialist and a regular visitor
to the district, The Evans Estates of Cardiff, having sold the
coastal strip of 124 acres tog the "hurlestone Golf Club in 1923, now
own . nd let about one-half of the farmland to' tenant farmers, _
the other half being the freehold property of their respect1Ve owne“f

W1th three very.. dxﬁferent landlords in the past 200 years. "the parlsh
has pr05pered in a modest. way The livestock and crops have found
a ready market at nearby Klngsbridge especially in times of war.’

Latterly, with better communxcations, improved farming methods and
income from holiday makers and new resldents, 1t has been able to’

sustain a good standard of living, L ,

th L SRR
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FAMILY CONNECTIONS 1777 to 1304

Of the 17 tenant farmers in 1777, 13 or 77 per cent, were baptised in
the parish church, as were nine of their fathers and eight of their
grandfathers, Three years later, inm 1780, 23 or 69 per cent of the

34 parishionera who contributed to the Land Tax had been baptised

in the church, Thus, land tenancy was firmly in the hands of the
native born, that is, born in the parish, With the publication of
various directories in the nineteenth century, notably by White and
Kelly, similar comparisons between Farmers and baptisms may be made,

Total baptisms in the Thurlestone parish registers during the period
1650 to 1900 show a consistency which suggests reliable registratioun,
with a peak in the years 1750 to 1650, in accord with the national
experience, Under-registration is boundto have occurred at times,
maybe by as much as 15 per cent, but accurate assessment of the
shortfall is impossible at Thurlestone, as it is elsewhere, White's
Directories of Devon describing the years 1850, 1878 and 1880 list or
average, 12 farmers of whom about 70 per cent had been baptised in
the parish churchy Kelly, in the years 1866 to 1893, noteéd an average
of about 55 per cent. Thus the native born still malntalned their
hold on the tenure oE land into the latter part of the nlneteenth
century, After 1900, baptisms progressively fell all dver the countrt
and are of very 11tt1e value in comparatlve studies,

ThlS sustalned hold on tenancies up to 1900 may be explalned in part
by the structure of society in the rather isolated community of
Thurlestone. From 1753, when marriages started to be registered on
printed forms showing the occupations of bride=xgrooms, farmers
accounted ‘for about 12 per cent and husbandmen for another 53 per cent
Thus, with:about 65 per cent of the men working on the land, about
100 of the population of 350 and.many from large famllles continnity
was ordlnarlly a matter of course, s

"THE PRESENT CENTURY.

During this century, there has, been a, gradual reduction in-the‘number
of farms, as small unprofitable properties have been absorbed by or
c* leased to larger farms. . The eight that remain .are scattered over
the parish all but one showing on the map of 1777 and some - retaln1ng
relics of a distant past, Five have a water supply Erom their own
springs and six have cess pits, the others having connections with
the main water and sewage systems. They comprise the Following.

COURT PARK. {(Messrs. Rodney and GeofPfrey Stidston). 230 acres with 200
South Devon cattle, 400 sheep and 75 acres of corn, The Stidston
brothers' grandfather, Albert, a native of Kingston near Modbury,
where he was brought up on his father's farm, .bought the tenancy of
the farm in 1887 and the freehold in 1918, The estate passed to -

his son Bric in 1938, and to Eric's .sons Rodney and Geoffrey in 1971
and will probably pass to one of theip sons in due course,

WHITLEY. (Mr & Mrs Wilfred-Palmer)._lﬁS acres with 200 South Devons
and a milking herd, 250 sheep and 75 acres of crops, Mrs Falmer'
father, Mr Pearseof Stokaenham nearby, acquired the tenancy of the
farm in 1933 and bought the freehold in 1948, He gave it to his
daughter Helen in the ywar of her marriage in 1966 to Wilfred Palmer
who was born and bred on a farm in Blackawton, Their son now works
full time on the farm.
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(5 & Plefrinerators
2y Veniilation

Thz electricity al work regodations 1989 is now in force, this applies to all
work pir.{.m, fanng, shops, hoisls, sciinols ote.

We: have the most up fo date toat equipment and qualified staff o carry ot
your test of installations and porlable appiianees,

c};?f"ﬁmsgp 5 EPies o }écé

ELECTRICAL COMTHACTORS
UNIT No. 2z, ORCHARD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, l.,il\iiON ROAD

KINGE3RIDGE, SOUTH DEVORN TGT7 4
Telcphone: KINGSBRIDGE 57022
Emaigoncies evanings/weakends:
KINGEBRIDGE 580348 or 057469
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TEL: Bigbury-on--Sea {0548) 810227
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or SHORT STAY, HOLIDAY RELINT and CONVALESORNT, §TAIR
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LARGE COMPORTABLE LUUNGE WITH STUNNING VIEWS,
- SPUCIAL DIETS CATERED FOR.
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HOMBFIELD'  (Mr Gordon Bromfleld) 132 ‘acres with 140 Friesians ‘and
no corn since the barns were destroyed by fire in.-1979., Gordon's

great-uncle Mr Jack Broad, Cornish born but raised in the hamlet of
Buckland secured the tenancy of the farm from ‘Mr. Stidston in 1919,
and handed over its unprofitable .69 acres to Gordon in 1969, to-

gether w1th the village shop which Frances his wife suctesstully

manages, Gordon came from Tiverton and, after qualifying at Bicton,
worked for a time at Flete., He hopes his son will follow himé_ .
AUNEMOUTH. (Mr John Dayment), 203 acres with 80 beef and 60.. da1ry
cattle, 40 acres, ‘of ¢crops, John's father brought his Eamlly down _
from Bridford near Bxeter in 1946 and rented the Earm- he passed it

on’ to John in 1970 one of whose song w111 presumably follow hlm.h
-1 ) N

|’)'.
BUCKLAND “(Mr VlC AdaMS) 150 acres with 65 dalry cattle and uplpo
25  dacres of corn, Vic's father came Erom ‘nearby Hope Cave. and took
over ‘the t-enancy in 1959 _paeelng it on to him in 1986; hlS son‘

may follow h1m.

CROSS PARK, (NMrs W.J.Bharley). 56 acres. Scattle only. Me & Mps
Sharley came down from Somerset and bought the freehold in 1958;

T they: farmed 80 cattle with 50 sheep'and 10 acres of crops unt11 Mr.

‘Sharley's'death, The pastureland is now let, Mrs Sharley llVBS in the
farmhouse and hopes that one of her chlldren or grandchildren w111
rev1ve the Earm eventually. ' :

HIGHER AUNEMOUTH (Mr P.O. Willigms). 50 acres with formerly 50
Friesians and 30 pigs but, with indifferent health, he soldthem and
lets the pasturage, retaining the house, Mr Williams comgs From
Plymouth and bought the freehold in 1964, having been seélected Ffrom
several applicants because of his 1nterest in the wild 1ife and game
birds-.on the estate., His son, a profe331ona1 phopggrapher, lntends
te 11ve there in due course. = ' ' L

NORTH UPTON. (Mr. TomGunning). 9C acres, Eormerly up to 120 cattle,
‘40 pigs and 5,000 chickens, Coming From Bristol, Tom's father bought
the freehold in 1964 Ffrom a rellglous sect which left some caravans
on the site,

He handed it over in 1972 to Tom who hopes his son w111 follow h1m¢
Tom found Farming on the comparatively poor soil to be unprofitable
and so he has now leased it for grazing, He has converted the farnm
buildings into private residences and has a stand for 30 prlvately
owned caravans whlch he services, ‘s

These brief notes summarise the Eamily connections of the owners of
the eight farms in the parish, Of the present,ownere,/%ﬁe Stidston
brothers were bdptised in the parish church, but they and two others
were native born, Significantly, all of them eithep have . a son .
working with them or one they hope will inherit the property in due
course, Three can claim ownership by their families. since before
World War II, namely at Court Park (1887), Homefield (1919). and
Whitley (1953) all three weee acquired by young South Hams farmers,
The remainder. changed hande after the war, their new owners coming
from nearby Hope Cove, rPlymouth Exeter, Somerset and Bristol;

No farm has been sold since 1964, mainly due to changes in farming
methods, Until 40 years ago, half-a-dozen or more husbandmen would

be employed on farms of over 100 acres, most of them living in cottageq
that were part of the farm, Now, thanks to modern’ methods and




machinery, two or three men manage the larger farms, sometimes with
the wife of the owner helping with the paperwork, With the high
cost of hiring labour, the only way to ensure a profit is to limit
the wages bill, increase the livestock and pent or buy more pasture-~
land. This has been done on the larger farms and has included .
the acquirision of the grazing rights on the three farms that are

no longer farmed by their owners and. which might otherwisé'héyg
~been sold, : ' : ' '

DISCUSSION .,

The scope for assessing tenture andirborifance is necessarily -
limited if it is confined to the eight farms in the parish of
Thurlestone, Hence, for comparison, the opinions of .two much reg- .
pected farmers in neardy parishes have been sought, namely MrJohn
Rossiter and Mr, Richard Rogers; between them, they have an
intimate knowledge of Parming in the district covering the dozen -
parishes .from Thurlestone to Xingsbridge and Charleton and. down . . :
to Salcombe. They both stresced the similarities‘in'-_tenur'e-'thr-ougbn”+ -
the district, except for the Evans Estatein Thurlestoné: they knew
of no other large holding that embraced more than one Farm, B

.The farms in fhé'diégrict:6¥dinaéi1y extend te 100 to 150 acres with
much the same livestock and crops a's Thurlestone; the owner:is;often

- assisted by his son or'a close relative and hires self-employed -
farmworkers as necessary. The necd Lo enlange gstates,.to maintain -
viability h=s meant the disappearance of smallholdings: in South
Milton, the number of Ffarms has Falleh from 14 to six since 1950,
Allotments, which were so bopular,up to 1950, have gone as their
owners have found rora en’nysble wavg of spending their evenings -
and leisure time., o : =

“Almost all Farms in the district hre now freehold properties, When

an owher -contemplates retirement and has no successor, he ordinarily
has no difficulty in letting. or se’ ing his fields to a farmer pea=“s-
he may %hen retain his house or convert it into a retirement. or
holiday home, Very few farms have reached the open market since 1970,

About one half of the exinting Ffarm owners in the district are natcive
born and, having relations and friends in the community -in which they
have.spent their lives, are prouvd aof their horitage. In this respect
South Milton has much in commor with Thurlestone, wizich it adjoins,
Three of their six present owhners were born—-in the yillage and anotho-
st nearby Stokenham: they are all the sons or daughters of West-
country farmers and hope their children Will Follow them. The same
general pattern prevails throughout the district,

For the Ffuture, the mode'of‘life and the opinions of,fhe farhers;are
relevant, They all work long houis & are aware of the importanee of

maintaining theip health, Thev' have little timefor hobbie ut.gain ;e
1ngormat10 aS;welf as‘bleasu%e > P om regdiar attendaéhé”hé fbcaf -

markets, All- are to some extent concerned about the steadily'figing -
,0f the routine maintenance of thei? Farms and.eof the restrictions
"that may come from the European Echonmic Community, Yet farmipg_is
their life and they intend to continue with it, come what may,

I wish.to fhank the Eabméré.for the infobmation and assistance which
“they have given me and the Thurlestone Parish Council for its support,

(Thisjarticle'appeaved,iﬁThe‘DéVbh Historian in the issue. of Oct 1994,
the editgr has kindly given permission for it to bo reproduced in
Village Voice). '
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95 Fore Strest,

Ringshritne. Devon,
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7 Supplying:
;;::“;w BOX FILES, ENVELOPES, PAPER, PENS.
T FILE REFILL PADS. INDEX CARDS. etc. ah,
== PERSONALISED STATIONERY,
RUBBER STAMPS
Con't terget owr phtsenpying service

Call in and <ue us loday!
95 | Fore Streat, Kmadb.:dgra rmuhmw FSF?.’U
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YOUR PARISH COURCIL

Chairman: r.Peter Hurreli 5604%6
Vice-Cnaleman: Mr.Derrick Yeoman

560607
ay.John Dayment 560295
Mr.David Grose 560375
r.Charies Mitchelmore 560802
Mr.Geoffrey Stidsion 560595
MroVeronica White 560226

Clerk: Mr.W.G.Ladd 560686

Coungclilar:  Wr &, H.Wa‘:ssn

852127

County Councilior: Mr.Simon Day
0752-601212

CARISH EMERGENGIES: 560607
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Extensions

@ Heoovaiions & Conversions @ Afterations

PLUMBING HEATING  ROOFING o
PATIOES DECCORATIONS GARAGES
UPFYE WINDOWS DOORS AND FASCIAS

Wiy not fet us give you an estimate?
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bar meals and grilled fre

Fore Strect,

Salcomibe. Qi

1 Superb':estuary views from our terrace and restauram%f

sh fish %
% Dinner cooked by Chef Pairon #

* [resh fish display - choose vour own #

* Recommended by Fgon Ronay Cellnet guide *

843408
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- K’esfimatiam‘ Advisable

Suppliers of all tvrea of Plants,
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Shrubs, Conifers, Heathars,
- Alpine and Heracecus

Lodd:swef!

Traes,

Seeciglists in Garden Desicn and Ptc_mtmg, including Shrub Borders
Fastute Tiees, Rockeries, Hedges, Coniter and Heather Heds ele

Free estimares and oualiffed advice
Siuated noxi to Wetnsmn Lixige an Lodes gl 1o Saitlomiz Smsy s
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Cihing, Gilasswag e, \ I{" Laghung. Gneang

Cutlery adde Jinee }\ f'

Fabdeware Thewing \.,‘-‘ He ‘t\\;}\ }
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Kierquens. A Conpiere
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THE COACH HOUSH, ATUTON, CHURCHSTOW.
Tel Kingshridge 8586714
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Len and Kate Hubb

WATER COLOUFS by LEN
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invite youto Co?e and biowse
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T urles‘tﬂe Kingsbridge.
|_eatherbags, porceiain, poftery, W

aodiurming .
HUBBAF%D.
560 731

Telephone. Kingshridg
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SOUTH HAMS PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

The Professional Service to both Landlords and Tenants

throughout The Seuih Hams

For a Prospecltus setting out our management services,
for full Particulars of furnished/unfurnished properties 1o rent
and useful ancillary information

Phone/Fax (0548) 5818

Ranges from leading Einopean coflectiinns

such as:-

JOBES.
BETTY BARCLAY.
RIANCA,
JACQUES VERT,
MISS ANTONETTE
MICHELE, MAMUT

and rnany more

Sizes 8- 15

Lovely nckers shoes andd howts fror hake
o are e weleomie e hyoase |

Chpeny from Q.30 - 5 00 Monday o Saridas, J

63 Fore Sireet, Kinasbaidge, Devon TQ7 1PG
Telephone (5 18) 852064

& Clifton Place, Salcombe, Devon TS SBX
Telephore (0518) 843003
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Drabhle 774(//77”2

THE LETTING OF FURNJSHED HOUSES & HOLIDAY HONES -

There is, if you are not already “aware a mighty serious problem arising
from the imprecise drafting of the 'Furniture and Furnighings (Fire)
(Safety) (Bmendment) Regulations 1993. Over the next twoyears those who
let furnished houses and holiday homes are golng to have to replace all
items of furniture and furnishings which fail. to comply thls Act - under
threat of criminal proseoutlon° :

FPor years, as you probably realise, thers has been grow1ng concern at the
mpmber of people killed by fires involving furniture incorporating highly
inflammable synthetic materials such as plastic foam which gives offtoxic
fumes. The British Helf Catering Association are stated to have worked
out that it could cost an average of £2,000 to replace such items of
furniture and furnishings in each of Britain's 100,000 gelf catering flats
and cottages. At a time when most second-hand furniture will disappear

off the market and hundres of thousands of sofas, beds, chairs, etc. have
to be burned - or busied in landfill sites. Your IHstriet Cauncil

Environmental Officer should be able to advise you .

L A

Sadly, if not person or party are prepared to undertake the task of
continuing to publish this Magaziné, it will cease publication very S
shortly. This will be the last Drabblemania - due entirely to 1norea51ng-
age and incapacity. In my 86th year I should grumble !! I'1l miss it
a8 I think will many others. The Magazine - not Drabblemania 1 I would
like t& wilsh all readers the Compliments of the 3eason. I think Penny
c&ai Kendall heove done such a great job and our Milkman Peter Bromfield and
Jean Hurrell a reglly fine delivery service as free as the Maga21ne has o
been to you - for which the people who have advertissed-in the magazlne are*
responslble ! -

b b b 4

HAVE A LITTLE SYRPATHY FOR YOUR DOCTORWWHES ~YOU- COMPLAIN OF BACKACHE 1,

DHRING the 2nd, World War - I was too young fo¥ the First - K was in RAF
Signals, as it was then known - and spent the whole period out in the
Desert sands of Egypt. Among other things I used to test aircraft radio
equipment - air to ground, and on one occasion we made an 'emergency'
landing which landed me in Sick Quarters for a2 month, Opposite to my bed
wags a tent like object erected on the top of a bed, with electric light
bulbs in a triple row. From time to time Alrmen would enter the small
ward, climb into this affair with all lamps shining. A%t the end of around
15 minutes an overheated airman would clamber out and stagger away. 1
became fascinated. "What" I said to the MO one morning," is the object
of yonder 'tent'., “There is really no secret about 1t", he said. A chap
comes to me agdsays Doc my back is kikling me. I just can't carry on.
Now, the point is I examine the patient and I cannot tell if he is
telling the truth or pulling a 'fast' one, for his back anight seem quite
normal, My treatment iga few days = twice a day - in what I call wy
treatment tent. Bearing in mind our normal temperature out here is
around 100 degrees - anyone who can take my treatment for a few days
convinces me he has backache and needs whatever treatment is available’

L)



WEY

FoULEN

CTONE PARISH HALL

A BIG THANK YOU to all who helped to make the Autumn Fair such a
success and raised £437,35 (after expenses) for the Parish Hail funds,
Without your support and generosity in gifts for the .cake, raffle

and bottle stalls plus the hard work put in by the Committee, this
would not have been possible, It was a great effort by the Village

and well. rewarded, '

The Bowling Club, unable to man a stall this year, have donated a -
handsome Clock.to the Hall, which will be of benefit to all, C
Mrs Joan Mackenzie has resigned from the Committee due to pressure -
of other committee work, We shall miss her wise counsel and knowledge.
The Village is indebted to her For the sterling service willingly
given, I thank her on your behalf,

The Committee has decided to make application for an YEntertainments
Licence™, which should benefit hirers of the hall for the future,

To Penny and Kendall McDonald - what can we gay? "Thank You" sems

so little in proportion to the enormous amount of pleasure and
interest given to us throughout the years they have produced "Village
Voice", The Parish Hall Gommitteo are indebted for their co-operation,

JOHN SLINGER
Chairman, :

STOP PRESS: The JumbleSale held by W.I, to raise funds for the

hall roof raised the magnificent sum of £150, Well Done!
and thank you to those hard working.ladies (Jumble Sales ARE hard
work]) for holding the event.

POETRY DAY,

The sun has gone, the curtains drawn,
ind I supress another yawn, '
Jen oand Phil are on the road, .
And soon will reach their own abode,
Where peace and woarmth aweit them there
"And c¢enradeship . beyond conmpare,
The day has been a lovely one
With gifts and Scrabble, chat and fun,
'L happy tired' as Jen would say
Pervedes me in the usual way,
And now my lids are drooping low
S0 up the wooden hill I go

- To drean of kindness, loving care

© Which I have heen allowed to ghare, - °

HWR.DAVILE
6.10,%4,
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LB THR SOUP 45 BACK!
CLOSED! S
TRIDAY| Diedicious hornemeade soup with pranary bread,
D’EG' 235‘?(1 HOT dish of ihe dav, jackei potatoes with salad
| and tasty oasicd sendwiches.
TungD OME ALONG ANTY SPCTL YOURSELY
FEB 14 b, Winter apetidsg howes-
_'"'-—T' Mondays and Wedneadny to Satarday 10.30-4.30nm, Bondey 2-4 3)pm

v CLOSEDR ALL DAY TUESDA 78
’ Tel(0548) 550086 4 VON MILL GARDEN CENTRE. LODDISWELL

PIP HOME CARE SERVICES

If you are liﬁ/ing at home and ﬁmﬁéng ihe daily routine a fittle difficait,

. then maybe I can be of help. 1 -
people and those with redoced
If you require assistance with
any household function, then 1
(including outings) whether on

cfier a home care service for elderly
moh!lnty from whatever cause.
cleaning, shopping, lawadry, cooking or
can offer whatever you require
anr hourly basis or longer.

I cover any area within a 15-milc radins

of Kingsbridge. If you would

SELF-CATERING HOLUIDAYS

ITH DEVON

Ower 100 sl cate rmq TOUAGes, TLanes and Aats in
South Devon. All pmsonal!y mspedﬂd and approv
Free colour brochure from Cherry Hunter,
;’E’@g’as., and Country Cottages, Church St ‘%dlcom
'?J’ South Devon TQ8 8D :
(Cl“}ﬁh) 31’:2! 73 (24 his

“\h
J

(2 B Gry 70

- b o -

like more details of the serviees | ~for thew ~leass phone me on
0548-852606, or write to Mrs.Penny Perrctt, 16, Saffron Park,
Kingsbridge, Scuith Devon T(37 1RIL,
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*TRAMP; YEAR 7

. F . Toarer oy . CE . ' ' ‘ Tt
fYét'ggaEnj'throughdht”the year, it has been the Parish Hall's

- privilége to Witness the assembly. and subsequent departure of""
thidse members oF TRAMP, more on less” numerous but-always stalwart,
resolute and armed with maps. and compasses, who have steeled .
tiemselve® to take part in that fortnight's or month's venture)
Their ‘numbers are regularly swelled, sometimes almost doubled,
at ‘the start of the walk by loyal trampers from further afield,
to form a group of a dozen or so on average, We have been glad
to welcome one or two new enthusiasts this year, Regrettably
the dog numbers have been down but I understand they promise ‘to
do better next year, Top dogs are again Homer and Ambrose.

Only one of the walks has had to be cancelled owing to ineclement
weather., In fact the ground was covered in snow and ice and we don't
all possess skis or crampons. We are not‘masqchists:.we do.not
relish being soaked to the skin, Frozen to the marrow or. anything
of a similarly unpleasant nature. Roasting is not .normally, a problem,
On the other hand We are not deterred by knee-~high mud, wet fFeet
.or the promise ot showers. We have, as it happens,. been extra-
“ordinarily lacky with' the weather and the sun,dissregarding Craig
Rich's decrees, has frequently had the temerity to shine, albeit
fitfully, when we' should have been drenched by vicious showers,
There have been some glorious days - and not only in the summer,

The 18 walks havefhgaianeen'varied, covering all manner of terrain;
The Moors in the summeér, ¢1losey to home in the winter, We have
been as farwas Horrabridge, as near as S, Milton:; Many a tale of
gallantry and heroism can be told but not about TRAMP, Walks have
~been.memorable for the beauty of the scenery or of the weather.
rather than the exploits of ‘the ' walkers, There are always high-
lights. One such was in June whén most of us, with a few notable
exceptions, plunged into the sea at Mothecombe (they said it was
lovely but did not claim it was warm) thus reviving a former
tradition. The Lecember walk was popular, too, though whether
this wWae due to the prospect of a bracing day in the fresh air of
to a warm pub is open to debate.

Pub lueches, though, are really intended. for the chillier days
and atthough we are building up an extensive knowledge of those
pubd that can face a horde of hungry trampers without blenching
(see the TRAMP welcoming Inn Guide, 1994 edition). a picnic in an
idyllic spot or even a not-so idyllic spot, is generally preferred,
One can remember sitting on the leeward side of a fredndly tor
which protected us from the worst of a heavy shower, and on the
parapet of an ancient bridge over.a stream, where we found that we
were ‘at risk from a large lorry of a size that should not be
'permitted on rural roads, and again in the. shade of trees beside
" another stream, :




There has also been a slightly educational aspect., One one occasion,
Wwe visited a church to examine a notable historical monument, have
learnt a lot about Teats and for those who are not content merely
to follow, sheep- like, the leader, there are valuable path-finding
skills to practice,

Plans for next year are even now being made and will follow a
similar pattern of a mixture of 0ld walks which are particularly
worth repeating or which we have not done for several years and

of new walks which our indefatigable trail-makers "have cunhingly
devised. This is - a most time- ~consuming task and the ldler ones,
amangst. us.are most grateful to those’ who take it ‘on. C

I f R e

_we are also all of us mOSt grateful to Kay Norley _and Frances
‘Bromf1eld Eor lettlng us. display our notlcee in their, shops. L

’ ¢ : R B - L . R [ . ;;‘; P.S.Bn

General information

i;i,Walk‘Leaders

- 'Pam Brewster (PB) 560545 - oo T T e

. Susan Dwyer '(SD) 560648 - : oo S

Bob Nicholls (BN) 560576 | L I
‘Stewart Reynolds(SR)SGOSAS

* Ron Savage (RS) 852861 - s

"‘Roy Travis- (RT} 0364, 72104."
'““Derek Yeoman (DY) 560300 '

2. The rendez vous for all walks will be Thurlestone Parlsh Hall

-.“Car Park (TVHCP) - : TR -

c 3. There w111 be two walks per month from March to September

w-:inclusxve on the 1st and Jra: Wednesdays.

Ve.the January and February walks will probably be’ on the Grd
‘ Nednesdays and the. October,, November and December walks on
“the second Wednesdays.“a._-- C o R EE

5. Rem1nder notlces will be" pested up in the Post Offlce and Vlllage
' stores nlne days before the, walktakes place. R

11,.1-..]"'
',THE WORLD I8 Gomwe maD... . L. o
fOR YOUtD TWIHK THEY HiD' SOMBTHING BETTPR TO D0, S :

.fThuths whot e thought when we recelve{ thls Press Releqse
from Seuth Hamg District Council: . i S

PHONE UhVBY PINDS SOUTH HAMS COUNCTL I3 TOPS

.An independent survey eolrled out by a telephone nonltorlng an
“training company has listed South Heans Counell as.one. B the best
An the country at answering the phone. - - -
: ‘South:Hams - came. fifth out of 449 borouph on@ élstrlct council
- in a survey corried out. by the ‘Teleconomy. Coripany,  which- called
nunbers at ranfom to tést responges using several criteria,

' These crltcrl included op.rator time to answer, operator
quality, extension tinme to answer and extension. qualityi - ~just
sore of the points highlighted in new trelnlnb for South,Hums
frontline staff...,




1 FREE CAR PARKIKG G DFLVERIES AR )
G.BE&FH‘EHD ey
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S BROADS DAIRY 3%
f\ AND POST OFRIOW ‘%;%
o Thurlestore %,
« CTELEPHONE- KINGSBRIDGE 560230
SAVE Al{ THE RUSH & CRUSH OF TOWN SHOPPING 1§
~ DAIRY PRODUCE FROZEN FOODS
GROCERIES & GREENGROCERY
L COAL MERCHANTS |

| SERVICING & MECHANTC A EP”%Q OF ALL MAKES
Engine Recenditicning and Transmi is3ion Overhauls

TIINET | R  ATI e S TR

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE A: STATION

BRITANNIA 3ESCUG

WHEE
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24 Hour vehlgle F{FC”_JV‘

LA\}CfNu OM CAR

T

Y.;nd LJCu_L‘fCT [ON SERVICE
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MOWERS & CULTIVATORS SERVIGED

PETROL
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WE HAVE THIS theory that if you go somewhere warm in November it
makes the winter shorter. A good story, and justification for a. bit
of extravagance, There is a down side - maybe you do miss out on
some cold weather but one certain thing is that it feels jol]y
cold when you return; never more so than when we cameback from
Israel a year or two back,

Laat year it wae'Mallorca again. To our horror, in winter they didn't
fly there From Exeter any more. Tenerife, yes, the Algarve, yes,
But for Mallorca you had to plot off to Br1stol That is now. our
'Eurthest limit, Nothing, but nothing, would induce us any more . to
go to Heathrow or Gatwick, s
We wanted to go to Puerto de Pollenca, on.a land-locked inlet at
tha horth of the island. That is where.the birds are., And we
wanted the Illa D'Or hotel, which meant we had to go with Thomson's
s0 called "a la Carte"; They took you by taxi Prom the alrportxand
gave you flowers in your room when you got there, Jolly nice the
" flowers were, but I dartd not enquire the extra cost of all this
(in every hotel we go to everyone seems to have paid less. than we
have). For one thing you feel you must tip the taxi driver’.Some
say doubtless that paying him is down to Thomson and that is enoigh.
My hlde is not thick enough for that, and it cost me, '

The hotel is old and comforteble and the staff seem to have boen
there for ever, thougn the little man who came sometimes in. the
evenlngs and sang like Placido Domingo, only better, seemed to. have
vanished, They gave us the, balcony room we asked for at the. Eront
of the hotel overlooklng the sea, You -oould bird qu1te adequately
Erom there no need to go any further, We saw gulls,- gormorants and
shags on the sca, and little birds trickled through the pines out-
side the balcony. ‘Goldcrests, Blackcaps, Goldfinches, Cross bills
- the tips of ‘their bills overlap, for getting seeds out,of pine
cones, There are some in Haldon Forest, but ‘generally: they are
pretty rare 1n‘Br1ta1n. Not as rare though as the Sardlnlan Warblers
. We saw also the gentleman is greyish, with bright red eyes in a
‘black head, There are lots of them in Mallorca, we have never scen
one in Bpitain, would get very excited if we d1d

Inwinter it was, maybe still is, the practice of the Illa. B!0r to
provide you w1th a car for three days per week, thercfore two weeks,
six days, We 'h~d a Seat Banda before, not our favourlte means of
:transport It was better than walklng, being a bit quicker, and it
earried the mear hirArvlan~ +alpgcope and so on. But.it was. only
Jjust’ better. This time we said could we .pay For a .further Four days
and ¢ould we have a Hat Uno, please, It was absolutely basic, no




radio no frills hut remarkably roomy in Front, as much leg room

as in our Mondeo, and it was a real honey to drive., There was one
local modification; when you started the engine you were hooted at
my a mad motor scooter. After some research we found it was us;
When we released the handbrake the noise stopped. What a good idea)

We spent a lot of time at the S§'/ burferw marsh, near the prolifer-
ating hotels of Aldudia, half an hourts drive westward along the
coast from Puerto de Pollenca, It is one of the top reedbeds in
Europe, now luckily turned into a Spanish government nature reserve.
May it remain so. You are never ouite sure about such places and
have a nasty feeling tinat if the cash was right it might still get
hotels built all dver it, though recession seems to have removed
any such threat for the time being,.

It rdined sometimes, One very wet day we sat in one of the hides at
"*S'Albufera watching the poor miserable horses they turn loose in the
reserve to chew down the vegetation - we have seldom seen anything
quite so wet and uhhappy looking, Except a nearby Marsh Harrier, a
magnificent Buzzard-lile creature, He just stood on a tree with

his wings held out and the rain sluicing off them, Oddly enough a
t1ny Chiffchaff feeding on insects in the plants close to the hlde
was' qu1te unperturbed by thé rain,

But the sun shone a lot, For most of the time we were jin cotton dress/
shirt sleeve order, even when we climbed up to the Talaia d'Alcudia,
which is a tower high on a hilltop. There we saw Alpine Accentors,
cousins of our garden Hedge Sparrows [Du: hocks if you prefer}). In
.summer they are birds nf the high mountains - these must have come
.Erom the Alps to spend the win#ser in the warm,

Elsewhére Robins and Black Redstaris were what there were most of,
migrants from the north, We get the Black Redstarts passing through
here in most autumns - we saw seven at once on Links Court last
year, but not a single one this, Has anyone see¢h onhe?

" There was often a Kingfisher outside the hotel, and each cvening a
party of bats came bursting out of a pine tree by our balcony. There
were always Ospreys and Marsh Harriers cirecling over the S'Albufera
reserve; often there was a Great Vhite Egret, bigger than the Little
Egrets we sce around the Kingsbridge enturry, and with & sort Qf
crick in its neck, There were Flamingos, and Black-winged Stilts,
amallish waders with absurdly long legs. In the mountainsg we saw,
Black Vultures, huge things, a good eight feet across the wings,
and best of all there were Cranes, all legs and neck, drifting

over the high tops on their southward migration, ‘

But that was last year; This year as we thought about the holiday
companies' brochures our central heating boiler thought about itself
and began to weep, sad t2ars saturated the walls around it and
brought off the prnint, So we had a new onc; the change'out of £2,000
was enough For a carvery meal for “wo and not much more, So Mallorca
or wherever has had to wait',.

We did settler, though, for a break in mid-Wales, hoping for the rare
Red Kites, bigger than our Buzzards, with much longer wings and tails,
and truly spéctacular E110rs. Ve had three days, at £99 each, which
cahnot be bad. This was 'at Llanwrtyd Wells, the Lasswade Country
House Hotel. We @idn't like to ask,why the "Country" - it had been
just the Lasswade House Hot'él when we drove past 1t ldst, You think
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of a country house hotel as being like the Buckland tout Saints, an

imposing pile in a park, Lasswade is a fair sized house in the town.
1 suppose calling it "Country" is like calling Flats "luxupy”-—”it
gives a je-ne-sais-quoi and doesn't mean much,.. But ¥ mustn't ‘khock

ity it is a warm and cosy Little hotel and they fed us 'so well that
on the gsecond day my belt burst,

On the way there, out of the car window, I noticed half a dozen
FiéldPares, big winter thrushes, grey, chestnut and black. I saw no
more,:we Hould have been off the mountain road and into a bog 1ﬂ
had gone on watchlng,'but June counted ovér 400 of them in the-
flock, . fugitives from bad weather orp maybe lack of berries further
north' In Wales there were plenty of berries for them to Bind;
unlike here where the crop has almost failed this year; b1tter"~
winds at blossom time were the cause of that,.

In one respect Llanwrtyd Vells is not the most ideal centre. Along a
good road you can go north, towards Builth Wells, or south, to
Swansea, Coming from the e¢ast, over the high road from Brecon, which
is what we did, is all right} it is a B road; most B roads in Wales
are far better than our A roads here in Devon. But if you want to

go west, there is just a tiny mountain road, very narrow and very
exciting, especially when you come to a steep bump and can sce !
nothing beyond the bonnet of your car. You wonder if coming the.
other way there is someone who can sce nothing beyond thé bonret

of his car. Quite by c¢hance we picked the days when no one élse

was practising For the RAC Rally, nor mountain biking, and the oaks
were all red and the beeches golden, We swa sheep, though, thousands
of them, which about ten men and twenty dogs were bringing down' off
the mountain as we drove west aleng the little road to Tregaron.

Just north of Tregaron is Cors Caron, or Tregaron Bog. They say it
started life as a shallow lake and has filled slowly with sphagnum
moss until it is piled up in a hump, about thirty feet high, but’

you don't really notice that because it is so big. It is a national
nature reserve now, and as long as your arm is the list of birds

you might see; rare plants too, but 1like our South Milton Ley it:
doesn't show you much on a simgle casual visit, We did see a Red Kite
overhead, though, and a flock of Redwings, the smaller winter thrushes

A bit further north, towards Devil's Bridge, we stopped in a lay-by
to eat our biscuit and cheese. Not really needed, but if you don't
nibble something in the middle of the day you gobble up youf ‘roll
and butter as soon as you start your dinner in the evening “and then
don't have room for the rest of the meal, 4s we sat wWé saw §ométhing
on the side of a hill, about a quarter of a mile away, We realised
it was eating, probably a rabbit. Another came, aﬁd“anothen'é
eventually there were eight Buzzards, a Raven and three‘Rdd Kites,
one of which had red tags, like ribbons, in its wings,"it- -hitist’ ‘Have
been one of those released to try to get the numbers up (the
Mallorquins were doing the same with their Black Vultures).

The day before we went weny,away, when Bronwen came with the news-
papers she brought our copy of Bird Watching magazine.,We took it
with us unopened: when we did look inside we. found.a long article
about the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust's new centre at Llaneclli,

When Peter Scott started Slimbridge he insisted they must have . ~othc
p laces too, so that if disease such a fowl pest wiped out the birds
at one, as well it might, the other collections would escape.

Good thinking, for some of the birds involved, like the Hawaian
Geese, were so rare that if Peter Scott’s were lost, that would be.
the end of the species. Several more of the centres have been opened;
there are now eight of them, and this one at Llanelli began . in 1991,
Empire building I suppose it is, but the sort you c¢zn go along with,

hd



We asked at the hetel how Torng to gei to Llanelli, An hour and a
half they said. That meant two hours for us, we_redbned,'but_in
Fact it was an hour and a quarter, You come off the M4 and follow
duck signs until you find you are thevre, Some of these places, for
wlldl1fe seem 'a bit odd, thore:is the great Llanelli tin plate
works just a couple of fies.ds away, but birds don't mind that sor-
of thing, making tin plate disturbs then far Iess than many couiiyy,
activities., The centre is 200 acrew, wWith a fine HQ buildmng -
these places don'+ siint themielves, You canluaurjate in ahm—
chairs watching the birds ir tie pocls outside., There are ‘several
ponds with the collection of tamz swaus, geese and ducks_—_thg afora-
said Hawaian Geese, Bav-lcaded Zuizse,winch migrate fnom Siberia

to Indiae over MOUHL sveros s, and are now very rare in ‘the wild,

and the like, Overlooked by several viewing hides (no, they dcu'L
a1l have armchairs) is a biggish lake for wild birds, WE WERE,
surprised to see a party of Whooper Swans, the larger of the W1Ld
swans, Only six of thLem, but they included two of this year's
aygnets, and must have Fflgwn in frem the far north,

There were also the tribes of sguealing schooichildren whom you

always find at these WWT pieceos - the Trust triesio indocirinaue
‘them young., To an cld codger like me; who thinks of s:lool as &
‘grim classroom presided over by aun ogre with a piece of chalk itn .

hand and a cane in the other, these outings scem a bit odd, but X
suppose. they learn something and it is nice to see them,

Fdﬁfthe birder the glory of tho_place are'two 2ides which look sao.ui
across the Burry Inlet te the Gower, Therc are thousauds of acres o
salt marsh, flooded at the highest gpring tides. Out of these, iy

to the 'hides, they have ¢no He% sovernil sweons of wmud and 'very shal;
water - scrapes, they call them. 'tYhe pnirds love these. There weis
hundreds of Shovelers, ithe ducks with the greac spatulate bills,
thousands of Wigeous, a Yaw Punealily, Jasnvy graceful ducks these,
and a Fair number of waders, mostly Redshaaks, which we go to see
on the Kingsbrige estuary, With ithem was the omcasional Sptted
Réﬁshank, longer beaked than its ccmmoner cousin and now in silvery
winter plumage -- they are black in summer; and a Fow Greenshanks,
another bird of the Hingstridge "3stuary. My wife i:hispered to me
where they were; but-was cvevhzard by a lass in the hide who wasg

‘durveying the scere through a telescope."The wailed: "she's only
been here ten scconds and cshe'ys seen hiveas whiph T haven't found
yate!" Experiencs 15 wibes it 42 fo0f crvnnta. 1f the young iady

had spent years on wind-swep% sea walls in Bast nglia looking for
these things, like my wife has, she would see them equally quickly.

So, if you happen to be popping along the M4, go off at junction 47
or 48 For the Wil fowi and Wetiand Trusi's ilanelli Centre. In
winter, preferably, when tine wildfowl come in from the nérth, We

hope to go again soon. But we want o gu scmewhere warm first,

LOCAL NEWS FuOom THR W.T.

Wyn Cousins will continue as President for o further yeor, wiil
her existing committee, 21l of whon were ve~clected ot the Novist
annual neeting., RNosendry Mackay end dJoon Reece, who were retiring,
were thankcd wormly for their pass work, Tricia Miilman, Mbrgﬂr\-
T1lingworth and Janct Fraser were also mlscted.

ATt Workshouns are continuing and o furniture restoratlon day Y‘"
enaoyable..und produothgn 5ix flower arranglng workshops, with /!
Foster, will be held in Nocanber and Janusry in the Parish Hall,
startinb Priday, December 2nd,. Non-members welcone, Ring 560436 ;

Christmas lunch at the Hotel on December 8 is followel ab :2.1bpu
by a demonstrotion of Chriswnas poreeli decorating with Shella Blai:
Non-members welcome at 2,15. Ring 560436, PL.M. :
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PERSONAL SERVICE
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. The PRO SHOPfor || INIGEL FROST

all your | I mscoes)  OPTOMETRIST raco.
: n ¢ Noode || CHENE COURT, POUNDWELL STREE? |
: GO LFING N GEd;S (nexi to car park) i
o St _F Wk, || MODBURY (0548) 830944 }
o ﬂ%hﬁ A Paplswional} | and
TUITION | KINGSBRIDGE EYE CARE

: EGU IPHENT i

' 97 FORE STREET, KINGSBRIDGL |

i CLOTHES | !
: — i il
| , . i (0548) 856854 — y
L CURLESTONE EoLT LU ;
w TORE ) H
SR Maesmminer OPEN SATURDAY MORNING
S, . % _Dreneen _ .
T nsmmese (0548 589 716 Contact Lenses, Spectacles, Accessoric*
e eya—— N Complete Eye Examinations

Garden Services '5
HOLIDAY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Grasz Cutting - Hedge Trimming - Pruning
:¢ w Shirub Care - Suimming - Chainsaw Work

T yPark el

Thurlesione _ Telephone
Kingsbridge Kingsbridge
Devon TQ7 3NW (054 8) 560664

aqurcku:

Andrew Hurrell vour LoCAL PLUMBER




TAKE THE LOTTERY OUT OF YOUR LIFW, B A SURG WINNGR WITH,...

THE VILLAGE VOICE SUPERGUIDE

e

Decenber.
sat., %rd.
Wed 14th,

January.
Thurs 26th.

February.
Sat 4th
Fri 24th
Tues 14th
Sat 18th
Mon 24th
Moy,

Sat 20th

August.
Sat 5th

Church Christmas Bazoor, Perish Hall, 10,%0 on,

Tronp Christmas Walk, Iunch at Hunters Lodge,Cornworthy

Conservatives Bridge, Thurlestone Hotel, 6,30 pn,

Junble Sale. Horticultural Society. Parish Hall 2,30 pn

Conservatives AGM (and lunch) Thurlestone Hotel, Noon.

Boutigue 144 Feshion Show in aid C,R,M,F. Kings Arms,
Devonshire Association, Slide talk, Parish Hall,2.45 po

Mead AGM. Porish dall, 8 pn,

Tlower and Plant Sale, Horticultural Sociecty,
Parish Hall., 2,30 pn.

Thurlestone and South Milton Horticultural Show.
Parish Hall, 2,%0 pn,

WHERE ARE YOUR DATES FOR 1995? Don't nmiss getting your event into

The next issue or superguide, On o postcard or by phone to
VIILAGE VOIGE AT CRADIES COTTAGE. Tel: 560239,

NEXT COPY DELDLINE FOR THE IEBRUARY~MARCH EDITION IS...

JANUARY THE FIRST




EGON ']"‘nl K‘ . YQ% 'A?d o IWHICH'
RONAY . } | it 1né ""!jl Vi Igv{’ GOOD pUB
PUB GUIDE 560489/560215 GUIDE

The warm andwelcoming inn Place

A Fine Free Houes range of Dvaught Beer,
- — Giders, Wives and Spirifs —
- FOOD + Choose from the quf% tresh Local Seafoeds

Prime Devon weats. Spectalily Salds and a variely of Home
—_ P?E‘,pa reri. D f.f;‘}[“&(;‘g- . S

o ACCOVMODATION

it SR A FIVE DOUBLE ROOMS

o rb:;sz“ 4 wilh, private bath & w.c.

R S & THREE LUXURY

SELF-CATERING
; COTTAGES

e Each
Wi j Sleeping
' ‘:I' ‘ \ Eai% ' up lo




