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It is not often that Village Voice has the chance of singing
Happy Birthday in print to someone who has done more for the
parish over the past 23 years than most other people. For it
was just about 23 years ago that young Peter Bromfield took
over the parish milk round. As he explalns, "As soon as I had
passed my driving test my brother said 'Right, you can now
take the mllk round over', and I d4id!"

Today he is still Peter the Milk but he has done so much more
‘than just deliver the white stuff. In his time he must have
put round many thousands of notices for sales, fetes, coffee
mornings and meetings of all klnds, and he also acts as
distributor for Village Voice in Thurlestone. Everyone ought
to support him as he has supported us. He is one of that tiny
band of local people ‘who provide our v1llage with its shops
and services and to whom we ought o give more of our custom
than we sometimes do. Unless we use them, we'll lose them,

Fortunately there's no sign of our losing Peter. So which
birthday of his is coming along this month? Well, he's a bit
sensitive about it, but it is the 'Big One'. No, he's not 80,
70, or even 60. Not even 50. The 'Big One' to youngsters of
~his age is. just 40.

His actual birthday date is 29th June 1996. Why don't we all
. put a card out with our milk botfttles fhaf day, just to show '
him we DO. carel

HAPP?:BIRTHDAY, PETER, FROM ALL AT VILLAGE VOICE!



THEY'VE BEEN DIGGING UP
the past in Thurlestone -
quite literally. First,
Gordon Jeffery and his -
merry men were working to-
restore the slipping wall
down by the Pumphouse when
they found treasure. Don't
all rush! The treasure
they found was only .
treasure to those of us
who are interested in the
past - the bowl of a clay
pipe. But a clay pipe
with a difference.

The bowl of fine white
clay was decorated with a
hand holding a heart on
each side. The hand is
open like a stop sign with
the little heart on its
ik palm and the hand emerges

TrTT e e et T from either an elaborate
ruffle or a crown. Though archaeologists don't like to
speculate, I like fo think that the owner was smoking his pipe
down by the Pumphouse while watching the women carry the water
from the well (as women should of course). His pipe was
obviously a gift from one of the women with its "My heart is
in your hands" message. When it broke he hid the fragments in
the wall rather than break a local lady's heart.

Clay pipes can be dated from their shapes and makers' marks or
initials. The earliest English clay pipes date from around

- the Armada time (remember Walter Raleigh) and have very small.:
bowls because tobacco was very expensive. The bowls got
bigger and bigger as the centuries passed and my reference
books with outlines .of changing shapes show that this
Thurlestone one dates between 1700 amd@ 1750. We'd know more
if we knew which maker put the letter "R" on his pipes,
because that's what this one‘s got. We'll keep digging and
let you know.

And while still on the subject of digging, Jean Hide has
uncovered another piece of Thurlestone history while digging
at the foot of a hedge in her garden at The Cottage. -This
time it is a big piece of almost black glass, part of a big
bottle. But this bottle was different. You can still see the
owner's name moulded in the glass of a special seal. It says:

Wm.
Adams
Thurlstone
1775

Now this was a big bottle, though Jean Hide only found part of
it. It was a one-owner bottle and he had his name put on it.
Note the spelling of Thurlestone. 1 bet William Adams was
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furious about that. Because we know quite a lot about him.
He was -an educated gentleman and a landowner and a much-
respected tenant of Sir William Courtenay, Earl of Devon, who
owned the village and all that was in it. ' '

William Adams was born in the village in the house we now call
Bromfields Dairy & Post Office, next door to the Hides, on
l6th January 1721, very soon after the All Saints church
wedding of his father (also William) to 25 year old Elizabeth
Hodge ' of . Malborough on 27th December 1720. He was the first
of seven children, the others being Mary, Elizabeth, John,
Peter, Jane and Daniel. When he died, aged 56, on 20th June
1777 ‘he had outlived all of them except Elizabeth who hung on
unfll she was 78 in 1804.

William Adams lived in some style in the house which was then
called "Home Tenement". The house had outhouses, garden, .
orchard, various walled courtyards and an "Ash Yard o'er the
Way",.which presumably meant over:the road and high footpath'
of today. Ash was valuable and used as a fertiliser.

William had inherited property in the village when his father
died in 1745 and so owned "Shepherd's Farthing" which was a
house wheére the Hide's garage is now, and "Camp's Cottage"
which was then two dwellings ("Thatchways" and "Nuthatch"
today). In addition to that he owned acres of land between
Thurlestone and Bantham, much oi it given over to c1der -apple
orchards.

He was widely regarded as an honest man and goods recovered
from shipwrecks locally were often taken to his house and kept
in custody there until Sir William Courtcnay who owned the
rights of wreck for fhe coast from Salcombe tfo Banfham could
claim them., : CR

This is how the bottle with his name.on it may have come
about. If wine was recovered from a shipwreck, it was
important that the wine belonging to-William Adams was not
mixed up with it. (But could some of" ‘his own marked bottlés
have been filled from the salvaged barrels..?). A:'"sealed"
bottle with more than just your initials on it was a status
symbol in its own right and William Adams's bottlé (or
bottles...?) confirmed his standing in society.

Such a bottle would have been filled by the local "wine
merchant", which was often just a name for the local smugglexr,
and may have baen used for storing port, which paid less duty
than French wine. The dark glass, almost black, is an
indication that it held pori, How did it come to be broken
and in the Hide's garden? Note the date - the bottle was madc
for him only two years before he died. He was not married and
had no children so perhaps the servant who had to .dust the
bottle after his death was not so careful with the old man
gone and buried the fragments quickly in the hcedge after the
precious bottle was smashed. -

Well, it's a thought. You know what servants arc...;Q.!



PARISH HALL A.G.M.
1st APRIL 1996

MILLEﬁIUM FUNDING BID
TO BE INVESTIGATED

A NEW HALL
FOR THURLESTONE PARISH?

THAT was the question on the lips of the 40 or so parishioners
attending the hall's AGM. 1In fact the much larger than usual
-turn-out caused chairman John Slinger fo open the meeting by
saying "It's as though we're about to declare a dividendl”
However, .any discussion on the possibility of a new hall had
to wait until the formalifies of the AGM were goné fhrough.

CHAIRMAN John Slinger .gave a brlef repor+ on the past year.
The future use of the football room. had yet to be decided; the
secondary double glazxng had kept the hall warmer; the public
entertainments licence -had been. reinstated but not yet used;
it was hoped work on new fire doors would start soon.

THANKS were expressed to Evelyn Spear, retiring after 19 years
as treasurer. She was later presented with a Len Hubbard
watercolour of the village. street. Auditor Alan Chapman,
retiring secretary Dorothy Stone, bookings secretary Joan Lane.
and caretakersg Mr and Mre Billy Hunt were also thanked.

NEW OFFICERS were elected paiﬁlessly but a bit of arm-twisting

had obviously gone on.prior to the meeting.: They are Chairman
Derek Yeoman (Hilltop), Treasurer Bill Clarke (Meadfoof), and
Secretary. Pat Townsend (Parkfield). The parish's thanks were
expressed to reflrlng chalrman John Sllnger by Rosemary MacKay_r
. COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES-(also trustees) elected as follows.,'
Parochial Church Council - Pam Brewster Co

Parish Council - Veronica White
Friday Bridge - Rosemary MacKay
Wednesday Bridge . ~ Dorothy Stone
Bowls Club . —~ John Dayment:
Horticultural Show ., . ~ Derrick Yeoman
. Keep Fit class .. - Mollie Oswald
Womens Ins+i+u+e L - Dorothy Candy

Auditor-A. Chapman. Malnfenance L. Hubbard Booklngs Joan Lane
NEW HALL? A possible bid for Millenium- fundlng for a new hall
was the main item discussed. District Councillor Martyn Grose
said a composite application for such projects was to be put
in by SHDC and they would be happy to give our Parish Hall
committee financial and technical assistance towards this.
Although the precise details associated with a bid for such
funding have not been finally established, it was clear that
the Millenium Fund could provide a maximum of 50% of the cost
of successful bids. The hall committee would be expected to
find 33%, with the balance coming from the district council.It
was agreed that this opportunity to acquire a brand new
building should be fully explored (without commitment.) by the-
Parish Hall committee, and firm details and costs for such a
project established. Watch this space!
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CARVERY delicious Roast Meals
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(Continuing Kendall McDonald's backward glance at THE Hotel)

The first extension, completed in 1909, involved putting in a
mansard roof. This allowed new rooms in under the roof in the
attics. This was so successful that another extension of wood
giving nine more rooms and another bathroom was added on the
very next year. The story is that a large party had booked,
but their booking had been lost in the post and the wooden
extension was to cope with thém at short notice. It took
three weeks to build and was done by the Ivybridge builders
who just happened to be restoring part of the Church at the
time!. Donovans of Fore Street supplied the furniture. By now
every woman in the village was employed in some way or another
by the hotel. °

It was about this time that Thurlestone Hotel was visited by
its first really VIP. Monica Coope, one of the daughters of
the Rector, wrote about it in her memoirs: ".e..Which brings
me to anotheér sound, the first motor-car to come down the
village. Afar off, we heard this chuff-chuff-rattle-rattle,
and as it was coming nearer all the time we hung out over the
gate bars to see what the noise meant. The chariot hove in
view, leaving swirls and clouds of dust in its wake, and came
charging down the village hell for leather, at about fifteen
miles per hour.

"If this was not enough, another thrill was sitting in the
back - someone we had never .expected or hoped to see in
Thurlestone. There he was, neat in his Dartmouth uniform,
his golden head shining, his white teeth gleaming as he
laughed with his friends, and all foo socon it was over and he
had gone. But we -had seen him, our own Edward, Prince of
Wales, come to Thurlestone for a game of golf and tea at the
hotel. He often came again, and sometimes brought 'young
Bertie' with him, and we always festooned the garden gate as
the dust cloud approached and he with it. The car made such a
devil of a row that we heard it at least a mile off."

That car was only the first of many. Before that guests would
arrive by train at Kingsbridge with their massive trunks and
other luggage, having travelled on the overnight sleeper from
Paddington, changing at Newton Abbot or South Brent, and on
arrival at Kingsbridge station were brought out by the Grose's
own horse-and-carriage to the hotel, Then the hotel got its
own car - a second-hand Packard. This was followed by an
Adler, a Studebaker (which was famous for taking Aveton
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Gifford hill in first gear!), a Fiat, then a Daimler and a
bull-nosed Morris. 8Scon, of course, cars were a common-place
sight and most people drove their own. The Grose's taxi
service developed into a garage at the hotel, selling petrol
and coping with minor repalrs to gucsfs cars.

Hubert Brunsklll sold the Thurlestone estate in two parts, one
in 1916 and the other in 1923. At the first auction Margaret.
Amclia Grose, -in a desperate bidding session against Inchbald,
who had built The Downs, bought ‘the ‘hotel for £4050 - a mere
£50 above the limit Inchbald had set his agent. for the ‘
bidding. The-villagers cheefed when she won! Then in the
1923 auecticon Margaret Amelia was at it again when her bids won
the family the:-field in front of the hotel, the ordhard, and
44 acres of: land around. it. A

In 1921 the wooden extension was pulled down and a concrete &
one, forming the hotel's present shape, was started. In 1932,
a new third floor, costing £80,000, was put in ovar that and
the present, big white outline was in place. The hotel became
the in-place-.of the wholc of the South West durlng the
fhlrflus and. the: guests came from all over England. The hotel
now had.-its own dairy and‘ farm, and two grecnhouscs producod

the required numbers of tomatoes ahd cucumbers. That amountcd",

to two tons of tomatocs cach scason. No figure exists for the
number of cucumbers produced by 'Didder' Burgoyne, the head
gardencr, but it was said to he "remarkable". The hotel
exXxpandcd even more by adding two squash courts and a badmlnfon
court and the gardun was planfcd w:fh palms and flowerlng
shrubs. ., L S .

The start of the Sccond World War brought the hotel business’
to a halt. 1In 1940, two girls' schools from Eastbhourne were

evacuated :to the hotel, hut +hﬁy were dispossessed by the War:_f;,

Office which commandecred it in 1941 for use as a Royal

Marines. officer training unit. The officer cadets used +he
Church as their chapel and fields bechind as a paradé ground.
They carried out live ammunition training along the cliffs.

On the day. that Field Marshal Montgomery accepted the o
surrender: of .the German forces in north-west Germany, Holland
and Denmark at Luneburg Heath - 4 May 1945 - the commandlng
officer of the Thurlestone OCTU was killd¢d during an OXﬁrCng‘
aft Thurlestone. Major-Ganeral A.C.S5t.Clair-Morford, CBE,: MC,
of the Royal ‘Marines was supervising @ battle 'course with
machinc-guns firing at set intervals on fixcd lines when he
saw one of the cadots stand up right in the line of fire.
Bravely he stood up to shout a warning to the man and was hit
by machine-gun bullcts. He was 51 and is buried in
Thurlestone gravoeyard. :

After the war, when the hotel was handed back to the Grose
family, they were horrified by the amount of damage done to
their pridc and joy. The dining room curtains, costing
thousands, had been torn: up and used ‘as dusters, the polished
floors had been scrubbed and scoured until they were uscless,.

an anti-aireraff gun had been placed on the roof and there was,

sevare structural demago. The War Office had paid an annual
rent of £2;,400 for the premises and that had covered the :
interest .on the hotel's bank loan and was intended to include




depreciation. Eventually the War Office agreed another
£11,000 as compensation but it was totally inadequate to cover
the damage. With great difficulty, part of the hotel re-
opened in August 1946. Over the following years the Groses
had a hard time to build their hotel back to its former glory
Margaret Amelia died in 1945 (her husband William had died in
1921) and today her great-grandsons David and Graham are the
executive directors and run the hotel which is now a 68-room
four-star hotel of considerable luxury. Martyn Grose, a
grandson of Margaret Amelia, is the non-executive chairman of
this £3.5 million hotel business, Thurlestone Estates, which
employs 75 people at Thurlestone the whole year round and 85
at peak +1mus. ¥

In 1991 1h€y added the Dryburgh Abbey Hotel in the border
country of Scotland to the Thurlestone Estates company. It is -
doing well. People who hHave vigited this Scoktish branch of
the Grose Clan. say 1hd+ it i “Ano+her ThufleSfonn.Hofel but
wearihg a kilt"i And most people. who kﬁow thé ‘Thurlestone,
either from living here or as a hofﬁl ‘visitor), will take grLaf
comfort from +ha+ remark!

The rLcenf recession hit +hL hofrl hard "We had to look at
the business as a Receiver would have done" says David .Grose,
"but we didn't go into receivership. The market hit the pits
in 1992 and 1993, but in 1994 we made a small profit. We are
- through the funn*l now and out the other side"

The Groses arc fiercely compekitive in the hollday markef
attracting people¢ to the south-west with winter breaks,
confercnces and spocial events at the hotel, and enjoy very
high repeat business bookings. In fact like those ecarly days
a hundred years ago, many guasts comc back year after ycar.

So it will bz no surprise if you go into reception now to find
special "Ono Hundred Galas" brochures detailing speeial threc
day celebrations at the hotel in May, June and Scphtomber

These galas 1ncludb special train journeys (shades of the
Orient Expressl), days at the races, gourmot dinnors,
celebrity cabarcts, golf challengos, fircwork displays, horsc-
and-carriage rides round the village, and champagne all the
way.

Only onc party will cxeceed the Grose family's ccntenary
celebration and that is tho Grose's Gross. 1 hear they are
already taking bookings at reception for 2040. Sec you there!

* X * * *

SMALL-ADVERTISEMENT PACE,

We aim to start a regular “small ads” pagce in the next issuc.
Articles or services for sale or wanted can be featured for a
‘chargn of only 50p. Closing datc for the nbx+ issue will be
1lst. July. Please include your phone number with the ad, and
,¥hé”money, and .drop it through the letter-box at 25 Mead Lane

Dpallngs will b dircct betwecn the parties. VV cannot accept
any rhsponalblLlfy for confrdcfo agreacd bkaL{n the partics.
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ALSTON NURSERY

1l Tet (01548) 561947

24 FORE STREET
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Open 9 amm. to 3 p.m.

KINGSBRIDGE Wednesday to Sunday ug
Telephone and Tuesdays at the i
{01548)

Kingsbridge Market

MALBOROUGH i

ROY AND JENNY LITTLEJOHNS

. et - o

For a wide selection of offer a wide selection of
Greetings Cards,
Gifis, Party Ware, Bedding, container and o
Cake Decorations, ; rockery plants, ’;
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® PROFESSIOMAL ©
VALETING SERVICE :
Car, Boat and Caravan Valeting | GARDEN MAINTENANCE |
T & LAWNMOWER SERVICING |
Grass Cutling
il Hedge Trimming
Carpet “Dry Cleaning” Strimming :
Anti-soil and stain protection, Pruning !
Pressure \X.’éehing of Patios ~ Chain-saw wark ;
‘ TS : Patio  Path and Drive cleaning
i Walls ete, Lawn scarifying
o Weed control in Lawns ;
ij Restlomes, guest houses, Turfing ;
i Siiiiffbs clubs and Garden rubbish cleared ,
. . Telephone (01548) 560831 :
{ Tel: 01548 550880 P ’
s ANY TIME OF THE DAY




Rate's

sitchen
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I'VE JUST BEEN BROWSING Ti70UGE A FASCINATING COOK BOOK!
Called The Impsvial Cook Book, a Monitor for the American
Housewlfe, it was written by a Mrz Grace Townsend and gives a
glimpse into American cuisine of the late nineteenth century.
No doubt she was the equivalent t¢ our own Mrs Beeton. It was
loaned to me by Gooff Wilkinson to whose grandmother Elizabeth
it had bealonged. She wus iiwing in Tounecticut in 1891, ‘

Stewed water turtles, or terrapins, Missigsippi Gumbo soup,
how to cook bear steaks, and hints on how o keep flies off
.gilt frames or how to destroy bed~-bugs, are just some of the
gems in this marvellous book. Main course meat and savoury
dishes were boiled, roasi or fried, but I thought you would
like to try this simple pudding.

‘One quart sweet milk, boll. &tir in the beaten yolks of 6
eggs, 2 tableaps. white sugar flavoured with vanilla, lemon,
rose or almond. Stir until it thickens. DPour into a wide
shallow dish. Beat the eqg white to a gtiff froth, sweetening
and flavouring slightly. $pread frothed eggs smoothly over
boiling hot custard {(doing it this way cooks the whites
sufficiently without the boiher of setting them over boiling
water). ‘Grate loaf nugar oves he 2op and sprinkle with
grated coconut. (This lzst in pow necessary but ias a great
improverent) Spoonsful ¢f jaa or dnlly may be scattered over
the top. Set dish in u pan oF ice cold water and serve cold.
as possible. 4Yhis rule pav bu wade with 4 egygs to the gquart
in placa of 6, hrt iu ot so rich. Serve with cake for tea’or
lunch.® : :

Mre Townsend ulso gave advice on tible etiquette:

Do not make neisesg when eating, by sucking soup with a
gurgling sound, chewing meat nolsily. smacking the lips, or
breathing neaviliy. Guapes siould Uo eaten bohind the hand,
the stones and sking dvopped Zn the Ffingers and pagsed to thé
plate". : '

"A dirty kitchen and bad cooking have driven many a husband
and son, and many a dsughter too, from a home that should have
been a refuge from temptation",

w e & E * & " A

An exchange heard in a greengrocer's. ‘
Customer: "Do you sell cloves?"
Shop asgistant: "No, have you tried ¢ & A?"
(From the Sheffield Stav, printed in the Daily Telegraph}




Harry Huggins.....

THE WAXWING HAS BEEN BIRD OF THE YEAR FOR 1996 -~ not just for
us; but for many birdwatchers countrywide. It is about
starling size, mostly pale buffy-grey in colour. When you look
at. one you marvel that such a pearly, velvety exterior can be
just feathers. There is a tuft of feathers, making a little
crest, at the back of its head:; it has a black mask, like a
highwayman, black chin, chestnut undertail coverts, and yellow
tip to its tail. 1Its outer flight feathers are black, with
‘'vellow and grey splashes, inner flight feathers grey with
white tips, and out of the white tips project little red
pointsg, like sealing wax, hence the name Waxwing.

It summers and breeds in the far

—— - _ northern forests, in a broad

' band of country stretching from
north Norway across Siberia, and
over much of north America.
There it eats, and feeds its
young on, insects. Mosquitoes
mostly. I have not been +o those
parts and, attractive as the
wildlife there might sound, I
don't think I want to. A friend
went recently on an organised
birding trip to Poland. A great
place for birds, Poland. There
are still huge forests and
because the country was, and

| still is, so poor they have not
| been able to drain the enormous
swamps to make more farmland. I
asked my friend what he saw.
"Mosquitoes"., What were the
hotels like? "Mosquitoes". What
wildlife was there? "Mosquitoeg"

In summer these swampy forests teem with millions and millions
of insects. Come the winter, when it all freezes and
disappears under snow, the Waxwings move south and change to a
diet: of berries. ‘Usually they spread over the middle of
Burope; the far eastern ones go to China and Japan. In north
America they go down into the U.S.A. Incidentally, over there
these birds are called Bohemian Waxwings as they have another
species, Cedar Waxwing.

Now if you are a berry-eater there is always the chance they
will run out....poor Crop, extra cold, too many beaks eating
them. Then, instead of stopping around Germany and places as
they usually do, the Waxwings will come much further and we
get some in Britain. These invasions - eruptions the boffins
-call them - are not a reqular migration; people have *tried to
show they happen on something like a 10 years cycle. Normally
the birds get lititle further than the east coast of Scotland
‘and England. Once, when we lived at Clacton-on-~Sea, Essex, we




PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

CONTACT
Gordon JEFFREY

& Mike PENWELL

PAINTING, DECORATING
BUILDING, CARPENTRY Etc.

 FERNLEYS, UPTON
SOUTH MILTON
KINGSBRIDGE

Tel: 560525 & 852245

South Milton Garage

South Milton  Kingsbridge
Devon TQ7 3]
Telephone (01548) 560233

MECHANCIAL REPAIRS
BODY REPAIRS - SPRAYING
MOT WORK
WELDING
COLLECTION - DELIVERY
INSURANCE ESTIMATES (FREE)

COMPETITIVE RATES
KINGSBRIDGE 560233

Specialists in Rover,
Land Rover & Range Rover

G Lt D AT . 3 2 B

G DTSR DS

SR

MICHAEL YEOMAN |

PAINTER AND
DECORATOR

FOR A FULLRANGE OF

INTERIOR AND
. EXTERIOR
DECORATING

PLEASE PHONE:

Kingsbridge 560879

IR R D]

———

Claire's Kitchen

‘Cuisine with a flair’

==

¥

Telephoue & Fax: Kingsbridge (01348) 560191

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS: _
Buffer, dinrer and cockeail paries for weddings.

anniversaries. bicthdays, christenings and fuaerals

PREPARED DISHES:
For you o heat and serve in your own e

All hireage needs. floral arrangemenis and any seoff
requirements willingly undericken,

Special dietary requiremenis respected.
MENUS AND QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

CLAIRE J. WALLACE
Winkfield Place Cordon Bleu Diploma:

Woolston Coust, West Alvington, Kingshridge.
Devan FOQT ABH
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- | Devon TQ7 3NW (01548) 560664
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" H.R. ADAMS

i? Garden Services
| HOLIDAY PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

e

! Tree & Shrub Care

Grass Cutting

I Hedge Trimming

i Strimming

|

* Pruning Chainsaw Work
7 Parkfield

| ThLlr‘iCStOHC 'relephc}ne
- Kingsbrdge Kingsbridge

PERSONAL SERVICE

'NIGEL FROST
OPTOMETRIST ~ Feco
CHENE COURT, POUNDWELL STREET

{next o car park)

MODBURY(01528) 830944

B.5¢. (Hons)

and

KINGSBRIDGE EYE CARE

o7 FORE STREET, KINGSBRIDGE
(01548) 856854

" OPEN SATURDAY MORNING

Contact Lenses, Spéctécles, Accessories,

Complete Eye Examinations

It

e ~
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were told there were some Waxwings in bushes on an estate of
houses not.  far away. 'Wheh we got. to the place several windows
opened.and Voices called "There: they are". There they were
too, +ame as k1++ens.' They -seldom. get to the west country
but there was a 11++le party near..the M5.at, Taun+on two or .
three years ago.! Tha+ was as close to soufh Devon as any were
found. . ... . Do . D e ]

g
K

In January 1996 +here was a massive 1nvas1on- -in éasfern
England people were seeing flocks running- lnfo hundreds and
there.was talk of a total of thousands of birds. The warden
of oufh Mllfon Ley, ‘hereinafter Bob for :short, began to get
very ex01fed. Devon ‘born and ‘bred; -he ‘had never . saen a:;_‘,
Waxw1ng 1n hlS naflve dounty. Dorset, yes, Cornwall, yes, but
not Devon; he was anx1ous to repair the deficiency. He kept
phoning us'— had we seen any'in our- appla tree yet? He has a
touching faith fhaf cvnryfhlng turns up in our garden. Isn't
this where he folhd theé' Wryneck: last year, and didn't he once
find a Woddcock walking about under our bushes?. Not a hope,
we said, and there it was le ft. '

That 1s un+11 onz day at the bLglnnlng of. February 1 was at .
the garxage door, palnflng,-and -in the: worst femper. west of the’
Exe; - it was blfferly cold, my hands were frozen and. I loafhej““
painting at t£heé besf of times. Suddenly I was s+arfled by a-
torrent of words from ‘our front door. .I: caughf none . of +ham
except one = "Waxw1ngs"“‘ My wife had been, at the k1+chen _

sink, from which vantage’ p01nf she .finds all our.bes+ blrds,‘
when -she saw four Waxw1ngs in our crab—applo tree. Paint pof
went one way. brush the ofhsr,'and I was.in to.grab bingculars
and camera..We watched frof a bedroom. window for a whilz and I "
took some photographs (record ‘shbts we: ¢all. these because fhcy?"
are usually so awful - through glass: and-into -the llgni)

Then I crepf out and walked round to the tree.: I got close to
the birds, close enough for a better picture. I could have

got closer, becausc +hgy were! quite : 1nd1ffersnf to my

presence, but I didn't want to fr1gh+an ‘them away in case Bob,
and others, wan+cd 6 come to ‘sec -theém. : June rang round to
cveryone shé could think of, "and ¢veryone. she. could +h1nk ot

was out. The Waxwings stayed for about-half: an. hour.w We sdw
them briefly on the following day and a couplc of them the -
next..and that, as‘far as we we¥e conecarneds, .was the end.of ., =
them.. . . : ' S T e RTIA Voo

Evenfually the. mrssagc gof to Bob,'who was: ovorwhelmbd w1fh
dlsapp01n+men+.:,So he sct off to make a. daily .check. of evary .
troec, and bush in the district which had berries on —‘nof very .
many in fact as Tmost had ‘beeh - cleared of fruit airaady Evcry
day for a fortnight hg 'searchéd in 'vain. Thaen, in the mlddlar
of February, he took a bus into Kingsbridge and there by the
car park were four Waxw1ngs. ‘Bven before he-got. oftf the bus

he saw them. They wekd in that big cotoneaster trec at. the .
top of the harbour, HY fh “loos. " ‘They were quite .oblivious +o
cars passing’ below,.+o pLople alklng by, -cvaen to. bablas balng
held up to see them. Sevéral’ people ‘were kind =nough .to phone |
us and say they were there, but of coursc we had had our own
by thoen.




Why did they come to us? Well, when we moved into our
bungalow and the garden was just a heap of mud, our Head
Gardener put in a crab-apple tree - a Malus "Red Sentinel".
Shz had planted one already, at our last house, on the east
coast, and that free used to attract Parakeets, which live
wild in Essex, but sadly not in Devon ....yet!l The foliage oif
"Red Sentinel" is nothing to write home about and its blossom
is little better. But come the autumn it more than makes up
for any shortcomings. It has a crop of scarlet apples the
size of cherries which remain all winter and well into the
following spring. They go a bit duller with time, but {rost
does not harm them and not until the tree is ready to bloom
again do they start to shrivel.

Birds love them. The Waxwings could pull them off and swallow
them whole. A flock of Fieldfares, big strong Thrushes, can
strip the trec in minutes but luckily none of those came. The
apples are too hard and too tight on their stalks for most
birds to tackle, but Song-thrushes, Blackbirds and the odd
Redwing have worked away at them all w1ntcr and where they
have managed to crack an apple open the llfflu birds have
glcefully fjoined in.

In the autumn of 1995 the frxce had its biggest crop ever - s0
laden was it we feared the branches would break. They do say
that trees and bushes fruit heavily when there is a bad winter
coming. Twaddle, I reckon. Bill Giles, Michael Fish or cven
Suzannce Charlton cannot tell us on Waednesday what the weather
will b¢ on Friday (nor on Wednesday for that matter)...well,
nol: with any certainty. So how can a poor dumb tree forctell
what it will be like months and months in advanco?

What we got .was a good growing scason in 1994, Then when 1995
came we had ncither frost nor salty galcs at blossom time. 5o
all the flowecrs set and made apples, and there werce still
plenty of them when the Waxwings arrivaed! :
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UP-DATING VILLAGE VOICE

Village Voice must soon rcplace its very old duplicating
rmachinery with something more up-~to-datc and user-friendly.
But before this can be done some money must be raised

Hearing. of our necd the ever-genarcus Len Hubbard promlaed to
paint ‘a special watsrcolour which VV could use to raise funds.
He has now given us one of his sought-after paintings of the
local coastlince, including Thurloestone Rock. From this we arxe
obtaining some colour prints for sale at £10.00, each numbered
and Slgnud by the artist. EVERYONE BUYING A PRINT WILL BE -
ENTERED IN A DRAW FOR THE ORIGINAL PAINTING! 'Thc painting is
on view at Len Hubbard's Studio (Burford).

We havu received two most gencerous offers of caosh towards our
goal, but ‘would wclcomc more. Can you help? Any contribution
will be gratefully received. Plcase contact Jo Parkin (561215)
or Pait Macdonald (560436) to obtain a print, or if you would
like to make a donation to the VV production updatce fund.
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RESTIDENTIAL HOME -

Accommadation for either elderly male,
female, or married couple to tive
within quiet family home, exclusively
located in a secluded area of Kingsbridae,
within view of Kingsbridge Estuary

Tel. 856788 for informal discussion
Short term residents alic welcome

DHSS ACCREDITATION

38 Linhey Close,Kingsbridge TQ7 111 «/J

ALL TYPES OF
QUALITY.
WQOQODWORK

01 548 560721

Teny Reeves Printing

A Townsend Close, West Alvington
Nr. Kingsbridge TQ7 304

Y Qualiry

* speect

" Service at
competitive prices

Telephone
(01548) 8333517

Gdd Job Service
Contact Fuy
01548 5605351

For all types
of cleaning

Silver, brass, cvens, earpets,
inside windoews

LI A

Light gavdening, Gvuss cutting
Heliday Homes security checks

Hourly raies

Call before 9a.m. or ajter 6 po,




Avon Mill Garden %hap in
ngsbr:dge
B The widest choice of quality cut

flowers, house piants, silk and
dried flowers, grasses and
arrangements.

Avon Mill Garden Ceéntra at
Loddiswell

# The complete Garden Centre
@ Professionat help and advice
B Full mnge of attractions, including:
& il Coflee Shop
Gallery of Rural Crafts
7S B Sate Chiloren's

e

B Gift wrapping, with same day
deiivery both localiy and through
interflora.

B Specialist seedsmen

7339 play arga
and extensive range of |y ' _ ¥ Beautiful river walks
garden sundries 5 dhotn o Mo - Sat. 9 5
Avnn Mll! Landswpmg Jpen Non - am - opm
B Floral tributes for all occasions .
| B Full dasign, censtruction and ) Sun. 2pm - Spm
59 Fore Street, Kingsbridge maintenance services Wouodleigh Road, Loddiswell

Tel:01548 852541/853888  ® Contact JAMES TREGELLES Tel Kingsbridgeg548 550358

ESTIMATE

Renovations
Alterations
Llecorations

EX ENS!DNS CARAGES

GENERAL BUILDING
CONTRACTORS

RAYMOND WEEKS
MOUNTVIEW, EAST ALLINGTON
KINGSBRIDGE.
Tel:01548 521319




NEWS FROM THE W.I.....NEWS FROM THE W.I.....NEWS FROM THE WI.

In the course of the year four new members have been welcomed:
Solange Besnard, Dorothy Liggitt, Ann Smallman and Carolyn =~
Taylor., Violet Tanner had the pleasure of using our 1995
Denman bursary and attended a pergamano course which she ‘
enjoyed, - and we enjoyed seeing the superb results of her work.
"100 YEARS OF THE THURLESTONE HOTEL" was the title of Martyn
Grose's‘highly enjoyable talk in April. He led .us skilfully
from the first, and sometimes lean, days right through to the
modern four-star hotel we have in our village today. '

RESOLUTIONS submitted from WIs all over the country for debate
at the NFWI general meeting at Cardiff in June were discussed
with much enthusiasm - judging by the noise level - at the May
meeting. The subjects called for an increase in student grants
in hardship cases (carried); deplored the lack of NHS dentjists
(carried); and asked for the inclusion of home skills in the

nationdl curriculum for key stage 3 pupils (defeated).

SEA COAST GROUP MEETING. Thurlestone was hostess to the four
other WIs in our group - Salcombe, South Milton, West Alvington
and Kingsbridge Quay. It was good to see our friends from
nearby .villages and share a happy social evening. Mick Bramich
from Totnes told us about Sabine Baring-Gould and the "old song
men", playing a box concertina and a guitar to illustrate spme
of his.entertaining anecdotes. Supper was followed by an
amusingﬁseries of sketches by the drama group "Overheard today
in Kingsbridge". ;

SUCCESS. AT THE MALBOROUGH TRIENNIAL EXHIBITION. Three silver
cups ware won - for produce, for being runner-up in the co-.
operative class, and to Joan Lane for the best flower E
arrangement. in the show...where she took on 37 others! We are
indebté@_to Mary Johnson who encourages us all to “have a go".

OTHER A¢TIVITIES. A walk round historic Totnes was expertlf
lcd by Bob Mann, who is our speaker in July. The day-school on
3-dimensional decoupage produced some good results. £65 was

&b

prescentéd to the parish hall and £65 to the newly-forming ¢
parish econservation society from jumble salc profits. We now
look fogward to a garden lunch (by kind invitation of Rosemdry
MacKay) ‘on 9th July (please wear/bring a hat you last wore at a
wedding) and to a social coffee morning in September which Wyn
Cousing is kindly hosting. By then it will be well on in the
year s@, looking forward to Christmas, there will be a hal f-day
workshoh at the parish hall when Sheila Blake will show us How
to make beautiful gift parcels - 24 September. On 8 Octobe¥ we
will visit thc Western Morning News to see it being produced.
Following this on 11 October there will be a group coach to ithe
fabulous Creative Stitches show at the Westpoint showground ¢

I ]
MONTHLY {MEETINGS will have the following speakers: o
13th June: Jeanne Whittick will be "Talking as a lace-maker"
11th July: Bob Mann on the writers of Devon h
12th Sept: Ruth Parnell demonstrates 'Healthy Eating' :
10th Oct: Alec Worth's topic will be 'English Landscape'

YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME AS A VISITOR TO ANY OF OUR EVENTS.
Plcase ring 560436 to make enquiries.




Dear Editor......

PARISH HALL

May I, through your columns, express my gratitude to the .

-members of the 1995 committee of Thurlestone Parish Hall who
presented:me on the occasion of my retirement, after 19 years

. as Hon. Treasurer, with an admirable framed watercolour of the
village street by Len Hubbard. : :

This is deeply appreciated and will always remain a treasured
possession. Please accept my thanks and besf w1shes for the
future of: +he ‘Hall. '

-Evelyn Spear

N;s_.P.c.c.

The Thurlestone committee of the NSPCC wishes to thank readers
of Vlllage Voice and other friends for their generous support’
of the recent jumble sale, which raised just under £400 for
the charlty

Mollie Oswald

ST.LUKE'S HOSPICE

5t. Luke s Hosplce have acknowledged w1+h grateful thanks the
£1,000 sent to them by Mrs Joyce Stephens, the Rector's wife, '
which wag raised with her team of stalwart volunteers who
served cream teas in the Rectory Barn throughout last summer.

o

Terry Woodrow

SHEEP TO SHOULDER

On Saturday Bth June between 10 am and 4 pm, at the Endsleigh
Garden Cenfre, Ivybridge, a team of seven from the South Hams
Splnners & ' Weavers group ‘is entering a worldwide competition
called "Sheep to SBhoulder". A sheep is expertly sheared on
the spot,’ and the fleece is then spun and knitted into a
jumper from a set pattern. There will also be demonstrations
of the artiof cardlng and spinhing and examples of wool which
have been dyed using natural materials. The exercise will be
fun and educational for the whole famlly - .and in addition
there will be a tombola on hand to raise money for the Devon

Air Ambulancel

. Why not come along, see the team in action and ancrent crafts
belng practised as well as the modern concept of. our county's

air ambulance? If you would like any further 1nformatlon,

" please contact me on 560648.

Susan Dwyer




We are registered
installers of all Dimplex heating apphances

sk Instaliation of ...

@ Electric Showers ® Cookers
® Smoke Detection @® Refrigerators
® [ntruder Lighting & Ventilation

Tha electricity at work regulations 1989 is now in force, this applies to all
work places, farms, shops, hotels, schools etc,
We have the most up to date test equipment and qualified statf to carry cut
your test of instaltations and poriable appliances.

Q)a&uicl g post éleclrics .Eﬂcl

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

UNIT No. 2, ORCHARD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, UNION ROAD
KINGSBRIDGE, SOUTH DEVON TQ7 1EF

Telephone: KINGSBRIDGE 857222

Emergencies evenings/weekends:
KINGSBRIDGE 560348 or 857469

TSt Hatrice]
Associarient
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CLARTINS THURLESTONE
STOCKISTS HOTEL
AR BEALTY
Mon-Fri 9-5 Mon-Sat 10-6
Sat 9-12
CUTTING MANICURE
SHAMPOO+SET PEDICURE
BLOW DRY MASSAGE
TINTING FACIALS
PERMING ELECTROLYSIS
GENTS CUT WAXING
CHILDRENS '""RIM WEDDING
.« »ahd more SPECIALS
. »,and more

Easy Parking! Open to ALL!!
Tel: 01548 560382 Halr:Ext.404 Beauty:Ext.400

Staffed Dy fUily cualificd halr styifsis
and Deauty Fhetramists

‘ﬁ
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Residential Letting Agents

4 Island Sguare, Igland Street
Salcombe T8 8DP

Profesgional Service to Landlords and Tenants
throughout the Socouth Hams

For more information or details of properties to
let, please PHONE / FAX 01 548 8422350

A Seven Day Week Service

o




PROFILE OF BEN HOKN, GARDINER by Neville Oswald

Ben Horn is a well-known and nuch-respected member of our
community. Born in Salcombe chortly before the outbreak of
World War-l, he moved with his family to South Milton when he
was ften weeks old and has lived there ever since. He shared
his life with his dear wife Gwen, until she died in 1987; he
is now gustained by his family. :

Ben is first and last a gardensr. He has been awarded a medal
by the Royal Horticultural Society with two engraved clasps.
proclaining 50 and then 60 years of horticultural achievement.

After leaving school, he sevved for seven years as &n o
apprentice at Horswell House, South Milton.. In Junc 1934 he

was appointed second gardener at the Old Rectory, Thurlestone,
and continued there until the outbreak of war. Thus he became
one of the very few qualified gardeners in the parish who =
worked full-time for a single =mployer, because there were few-
properties that were large enough to need one. Instead, thereg

were johbing ‘gardeners, some of whom were highly skilled, each
of whom'arranged regular visits to two or more small .gardensg.

In those days, with few mechanical aids and no ef_ective'WCédfﬁ.
killers, ¢xtra assistance was required from unskilled I
labourers during the summer months. At the 0Old Réctory, . |
groups-of local boys were sent for from time to time to weed

the'laiﬁe lawn for a shilling an hour.

During gervice in the Royal Artillery from 1939 to 1945, he®
saw acpion with an anti-tank uait as it advanced, on D-Day . .
plus 8, through Francc and then Holland and Germany. Oon his -
return‘fiome he was appointed hoad gardener at the 0ld Rectory'
and remained there aimost continously with the Yeds, thon the
Lakes apd later the Jacksons, until his retirement. :
3 b ' . i
Since- 18945 the gardening scena in Thurléstone. has changed . -
considerably. At firsk, with the general rise in wages during
the war:yyears, rationing and many shortages, few residents |
could afford a gardener. Mcst of the gardenecrs Ben Horn hagd
known in the 1930s did not return,. choosing to seck employment
elsewhere. TInstead, there was an influx of ex-service men, .:
some of ‘whom sought a career in dardening, finding casual: work
and leayning their trade from people like Ben. There followed
the bogm!in housa-building, notably on Yarmer and  the Mead. -
At the .same time, advances in technology were taking much of’
the labour out of gardocning. Owners of the new homes, manyfpf
them knowledgeable amateur gardeners, put on floral displays’
the like of which had ngver previously been seen in the -
parish, Some of them, now lacking their former agility, are
glad to eall in local gardener’s for assistance. Owners of
second homes rely on them to keep their properties in repair.
Gardening has become an integral part. of village life.

Having séen all these changes, Ben Horn is now something of a
father-figure in horticultural matters. Ho gives much time -
and thought to the Thurlestone & South Milton Horticultural
Show, of which he is a founder-member and chairman. Now in .
semi-retirement, he retains several part-time appointments.
On 17th May 1996 Bon was presented with a long service award
to horticulture by the Devon County Agricultural Association.
Well done, Ben. May vour fingcrs forever remain greenl




OUR VILLAGE SCHOOI - A SPECIAL PROJECT

A while ago, I was sent on a geography course. Without much
enthusiasn I joined a group who were going o look at "School
Grounds Development" in an Exeter school. 1, rather smugly,
felt we already had a2 pretty wonderful site. However, I came
back from that visit fired with a new enthusiasm and a dream
of a project which will, I hope, interest you all.

What I had seen at Cowick opened my &yes to the use of our
grounds nat only for sport but also as an "outdoor classroom",
where the ‘whole curriculum could be extended, and where fhe
quality of play, through which so much learning develops,
could also be improved.-

In this "outdoor classroom" our already privileged children
will be able to become more aware of their environment, to
learn about congervation, to develop habitats which would
encourage wildlife for them to study, and thus to plan for
future pupils as well as for themselves.

It will be a readily available, ever-developing resource to
use all year round, in which to observe and study seasonal
changes, pond-life, plant cycles, local birds and flowers, and
small animals. We can measure and record details of growth
and change; extend our geographical skills in preparing maps
and plans of our venture.

We would like it to have a Wendy housc, a hill to climb, a
tunnel to explore, a pergola to sit under. We will need
benches an@ tables, beanbags, ropes, skittles, and Loys. We
aim to provide the variety of play opportunities needed for
different children and differcnt ages, particularly those who
may feel intimidated, and who may find here the kinds of
activity they nced to grow socially. '

Taking car¢c of the grounds, and taking turns in using various
parts of if may help to develop social responsibility and
sensitivity, and family feeling.

Please come and look at our plans, and share in our project.

A sketch pf the current playing field - showing the location

and elemehﬁs of the proposed "outdoor classroom" - appcars on
the page opposite,

We neced the help of the community to keep traditions, skills,.
and local knowledge alive in our school. This term we will be-
making a start on this new project. If you can help - by a
donation of plants, materials, or money - or if you would like
to participate in any other way, pleasc phone me at the school
on 560494. This scheme will probably cost around £3,500, andg
we will not be able to find this sum without your help and
Support. Please let me know what You can do o help.

Jackie Jackson
Thurlestone C of E Primary School
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WEATHER WAG

by
Jan Turner

"Ne'er cast a clout *till May is out". Month cr blossom I know
not, but the blossom has been superb this year until today,
May 2nd, when it is pouring with rain and quite cool. Yes,
north-easterly yet again. The predominance of this wind is
guite phenomenal this year, keeping temperatures lower than
expected., I've just worked out the wind chill factor. 10°c
(50°F) = 0°C (32°F) with a wind speed of 25mph, gusting to
30mph at times - that works out at -29C (28°F) so against last
year's temperatures at the same kime - 15/18°C - over these
few days it s been pretty chilly. K=ep the thermals handy for
a while vet!

Now to this issue's topic. Following on from clouds the
natural topic is RAIN or, to be more precise, PRECIPITATION.
After all, not just rain fails ocut of our clouds, there is
drizzle, snow, sleet, hail too. All these form part of a
great and continuous circular movement of the world's fixed
water suprly. Vazour in the alir condenses as dew, fog or
cloud, faolls to the ground and goes into temporary storage
upon or under ihe ground, in streams, rivers and seas until
evaporated cnce again into the air as pure water, leaving its
salts and impurities behind. :

Several theories exist as to how and why rain drops form. It
iz to do with iece crystals, relative humidity and temperature
within the c¢loud.....tco lengthy to go into nowl All we know
is that rainfall is offcen seasonal, mostly unpredictable, and
when we want it it doesn't come, or vice-versa.

Rain is collected in a varicty of vesscels and measured in
linear units; these results include melted hail and show.
Measuring zmounts of rainfall is not as casy as it might . seem.
The amount gathered in an approved vessel varies with the
height it is set off the ground, e.g. a rain gauge mounted on
a roof 9m. high catches aboui 80% of the rain falling at
ground level. This is due o wind eddies al. the greater
height. Ideally, the gauge should be 300mm. or ncarly 12ins.
off the ¢ground and have no obstacles within 10m. (30ft.) or
$0. Most manual gauges arc a funnel shape with graduated
measurements up the side. More sophisticated ones are
clcctronie, measuring zach drop and showing the amount on a
digital display. Rain falls unevenly and often erratically,
particularly from cumulc-ninwodus, so that to interpolate two
gauges some distance apart is unreliable, better to have
‘several much closer to each othcr. The units of measurement
-are millimetres or, if you are of maturc years, inchus!

A Rain Day is a period of 24 hours, usually starting at 0900
hrs. GMT, during which O.2mm. (0.0lins) of rain falls. Rain
also has a classification according to its intensity:

LIGHT = IF FALLING AT LESS THAN 0.5mm/h (0.02in/h)
MODERATE = IF FALLING AT 0.5-4mm/h (0.02-0.16inm/h
HEAVY = IF FALLING AT MORE THAN 4mm/h (0.16in/h)




Len ard Kate Hubbara
invite you to come and browse at

Tiwrlestons, Kingsbridge
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1 .eather bage norcelain, picture framing. pottcy and woodiursig

WATERCOLOURS by LIIN HUBBARD
T

elephone: Kingsoridge 560731
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Derek ond Christine

4, 7 & 8 Sedter Taxis
14 Seat Executive Mini-Coach
Daily Service inc. Sunday

R R T N

Ph;‘me:: Ki}'ﬁggbridgem
{G1548) 852906

The Only Number you rieed to know
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YOUR LOCAL TAXI SERVICE ’

Wheelchair facility is available in one of our taxis.
Please phone for details
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A Luxury Retirement Home
with a Caring Farmnily Atmosphere
Devon Couniy Council Registered. D88, welcome.
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24-hour PROFESSIONAL CARE, BACELLENT FACILITIES, LONG
or SHORT §TAY, HOLIGAY RULIEF and CONVALESCENT. 5TAIR
LIFTS, JACUZZI, VISITING HAIRDRESSERS, MANICURISTS,
LARGE COMFORTABLE LOUNGE WITH STUNNING VIEWS,
EXTENSIVE MENU - SPRCIAL DIETS CATERED FOR.
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Home Care
Services

It you are living a! home
and " finding the dally routine

a little difticult, then maybe

| can be of help. | offar a

home care service for elderly
peopls and those with reduced
moblilty.

it you require assistance with
cieaning, shopping, laundry,
cooking or any household
function, then 1 can offer
whatever vyou reqguire

(including outings) whether on
an hourly basis or longes,

| cover any area within

& T18-mile radlus of Kingsbriige.
Please phone me on
Or wlite to e,
18, Suafiron Park, Kingsbridge,
Sauth Daven TQ7 1RL.

21548-852608.
Mrs.Penny Perreti,
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In this area the amount of rain that falls is varied. This is
due to the local conditions, of which the most influential one
is ASPECT. If your site is open to the west then you can
expect to receive more rain than if your aspect is to the
east. We lie in an area of prevailing westerlies and these
are rain-bearing. Most of the raih that falls here is
associated with depressions that track from west to east {but
there are exceptions...like the presentl). Lands to the west
of an area of upland aré -usually wetter. For example, we get
- higher amounts of rainfall here than are experienced in say
Slapton. This is a recognised phenomena known as a RAIN
SHADOW. Clouds which are known as rain~bearing are deep
cumulus and thick altostratus which occur separately or.
together in low pressu¥e areas -{which we get “frequently).

There are many folklore sayings which refer to impending rain:
"Hark I hear .the asses bray, ‘we shall have some rain today",
"If the .moon rises'haloed round, soon you'll tread on deluged
ground" (some’trgﬁﬁ'in these two), or "Rain before seven fine
after elevggj“(quité often true in summer). I could go on hut
space and time.do not allow. It would be very interesting to

get some of your favourite sayings about RAiN to add to my
list. opg  the weather is to your liking this - summerw

The chart below shows statistics for the first part 0f:1996.
B . N N Pr
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WEATHER STATISTICS FOR 1st QUARTER 1996

[

JANUARY . FEBRUARY MARCH ~ TOTAL < -

RAINFALL ‘ ' ' .
Month Total (mmj) 88.3 79.1 436 - : 210
Days of rain 18 | 16 6 40
Wettestday (mm) . 10.7 - 194 o126 19.4
TEMPERATURE . ... | -
Month Average (C) .- 841 586 760 7.1
Highest temp ;124 ‘ 12.8 152 Co16.2
Lowesttemp - =35 -1.9 . 11 -3.50
WIND DIRECTION |
Westerly (Days) 3 9 2 : 14
Easterly o 26 _ 16 ' 29 _ 71
Northerly .- ‘ 0. . 0 ' 0 , 0 -
Southerly v v .2 . .3 0 5 °
WIND SPEED | T S A,
-Strongest (mph) 83 . 58 49 oo 88
Days below & mph 0 0 0 0
SUNNIEST DAY
Number of Hours 5 i 107 12.6 12.6

~ Date . ... Jan10 Feb 29 g Mar 30 Mar 30
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TRAMPS PROGRESS

Sue Dwyer, our leader, had chosen the day well (17th April).
It was warmish, with a suggestion that it might well remain
dry for the whole day. Twelve members and three dogs started
at Ermington on what was listed as one of the longer walks.

The route was in the main to the north and west of Ermington,
taking in Keaton, Worthele, Ley Green, Yealmbridge, Dunstone,
and finally the Flete estate before walking back along the
east bank of the Erme to Ermington.

It was a new walk for the group in an area with very few
connecting footpaths, thus making planning more difficult.
However, it was enjoyed by everyone, and we all found it hard
to believe that it was more than 11 miles, as the variety of
foot.paths, very minor roads and tracks, together with some
-exeellent views, made the time and distance pass quickly.

_Our next walk, at the beginning of June, iz in the Yecalmpton
‘area and will be led by Roy Travis.

"An exhausted deputy"

* * * * ®*

"ROSCROW. LOST IDENTITY" By Hilda Davies

What a literary lot we have in Thurlestone! Latest to join-
the throng of wriftcrs in our midst is that Celtic muse, Hilda.
Davies, who has just published a book containing no fewer than
108 of her pocms. And she says she is well on the way to
collecting together another 100 for another book!

Hilda's pootry book "Roscrow. Lost Identity” is available at
£10.00 from her at Celts Corner - next door to Thurlestone
Primary School. The book takas its title from her middle
namc. The Roscrows were an old and powerful Corxrnish family
complete with castle, though that has now bcen pulled down.
It is really Hilda's own life sftory in versc, starting with
her early days in an orphanage in Falmouth and continuing to
the present day. '

Most of the poems contain some shrewd, woll observed, and
oftecn mischievous comment on her daily life and the lives of
those around her. What is more her poetry is rcal, that is it
actually rhymas. For which, in these days when most so-called
poetry is really illitcrate prose, woe should all give thanks
to Hilda.

Reviewed by Kendall McDonald

* * * * *

COUNTY CHAMPION!

Thurlestone Golf Club's David Eva won the 1996 Dovon Amateur
Golf Championship at Churston on 12 May, becating Paul Newcombo
by one hole in the final. Well donz, Davidl.......and what a
splendid fillip for the Club to have the reigning County
Champion as it begins its Centenary Ycar celebrations in 1997.




COME and ENJOY
a CREAM TEA

RE 5. s y e, vt 1 0k
..‘— 'l—t' 1—1-‘: aqe uppipn !'-;'[,-"
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every THURSDAY
MAYV 30th to mid-SEPT

3.30°5.30
in aid of
Multiple Sclerosis Society &
The Plymouth Chest Clinic
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Gift Stall ~ Local Greetings Cards




ALL SAINTS', THURLESTONE

Sacurday
July20<¢ch

at me ' E
E in the

ReCtOorY Garden

Grand Raffle Prizes include:-

Short break for two: THURLESTONE or DRYBURGH ABBEY HOTEL
TASTER FLYING LESSON at Plymouth Airport
Dinner for Two: BUCKLAND-TOUT-SAINTS HOTEL,
CLAIRE'S KITCHEN, HERON HOUSE HOTEL & THE SLOOP INN, BANTHAM
Youcher for THE PROFESSIONAL SHOP, Thurlestone Golf Club

Lo N N

Oks’ 1
Cakf.' > B(sjsen, "Wake Up"” with the S'desh.OWS:-
Delicaté gox' African Rhythm Group Puttin g,

'pandors >c i VUKA ittles,
childre™ - s S Tin Capy
& gidesh? Cream Teas Shy ete.

The Parish Church needs YOUR support
PLEASE COME AND GIVE IT?
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THE SALON
Hairdressing for Visiting Chll‘opody service
men and women for the South Hams
Douglas V. Smith
Cindy and The Salon tecam M.5.5.Ch. M.B.Ch.A.,
welcome clients ‘
old and new C EROPODIST

| For a comprehensive chiropody
. . . we are always service in the comfort of your
pleased to see you! own home

For enquiries and appointments,
please telephone

43 Fore Sireet (01548) 561304 anytime
Kingsbridge  01548-852128

(answerphone when out on call)
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| Kingsbridge Statio
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Your Parish Council

A
g '95 Fure Strest, Chaleman !
Kingsiridge. Oevon. Peter Hurrell 580498
Vice-Chalrman
Derrick Yeoman 560807
Membars :
John Dayment 580295
David Grose 5603'{5
Charles Mitctielmore 580802
Geoffrey Stidston 560685
Veronica Whita 560238
{ Supplying: ) Parish Clerk ’
e BOX FILES, EMVELQPES, PAPER, PENS, @ John Lonsdale 560742
=== FILE REFILL PADS. INDEX CARDS. 2tc. #tc. § District Councilter
-~ PERSONALISED STATICNERY. Martyn Grose 5680408
RUBBER STAMPS County Csunciilor

fani lorge! our pheotocaoying service
Call in and see us today!
95 |, Fore Street, Kingshridge. teiephane 856778

Simon Day 01752 - 621212

Parish Emergencies 5806067

F i | | |
THE COMPLETE LOCAL BUILDING SERVICE

Extensions ® Renovations ® Conversions ® Alterations

PLUMBING HEATING ROOFING
PATIOS DECORATIONS GARAGES
UPVC WINDOWS DOORS AND FASCIAS

Why not let us give you an estimate?




"CITIZEN" COVERS THURLESTONE PARISH COUNCIL A.G.M. (23.4.96)

RECYCLING. Carol Arthur, South Hams District Council's
Recycllng Officer, stressed the importance of this process, and
that. Money thus raised can help to keep Council Tax down,
Dustbin waste costs £21 to £90 per ton to tip on an infill’
site, but £50 per ton can be earned from waste newspaper.
"Wellies" are sent to Dunlop to be recycled into new onesl
Plastiq collection is coming and green waste for composting.

CHAIRMAN Peter Hurrell spoke about the re- furblshlng of the
PUMPHOUSE which had been largely due to Len Hubbard's :
initiatives. A new NOTICE BOARD has been put up in the bus-
shelter by the hotecl. He thanked both the POLICE and VILLAGE
VOICE for their work. h
THE HERITAGE COAST OFFICER spoke of the anti-erosion scheme at
Bantham and of the ongoing fight against this problem. They
are rgspon91ble for keeping the footpaths, stiles and their
noticesboards in order and have some free trees to donate fo
suitable projects. Mountain bikes were beginning to cause
problbmc and should be discouraged.

POLICE  County Councillor Simon Day said they had reccived 4 8%
addlflonal funding this year and that fifty extra police
officers will be recruited for Devon. It was believed that
13,000 additional houses will be needed in the county by the
year 2011 - mostly for the growth of one-parent families.

PC St¢ve Mutton gave a reassuring report on crime, or the lack
of 1+,_1n Thurlastone, but marine thefts were up a little af
Bantham. The Neighbourhood Watch scheme is being re- v1+allsed
now fhaf our community bobby is back.

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR Martyn Grose gave a wide-ranging rev1ew,
saylng +ha1 the SHDC can make loans to parish halls and assls+
in appélcaflons for funding to the National Lottery and
Millenium Fund. Their officers are available to come and talk
to reIcvanf bodies about their work. :

*****?{******************************'k'k'k****************‘A“k**.****

ANSWERS TO THE CLUELESS CROSSWORD

ACROSS: : ,
swin- skiff thus comestibles ewer kelp gorse byline
striﬁe pat. acquisitivcness gin stoker priory annul
mica. deal ejaculation emir doyen vyard

DOWN: ,
superb moor sledge intcrnationally fables trck supple
cell | semi yacht naive their visor pig *tinn sample
once rancid platen oxen yelled ajar dozy .

OR
1=p 2=A 3=T7 4=C 5=H 6=R 7=L 8=F 2=5
10=Z 11=B 12=M 13=I 14=Y _15=W 16=G 17=K 18=Q"

10=0 20=X 21=U 22=N 23=J 24=V 25=F 26=D




F YOU LIVE ROUND HERE
YOU NEED JUST TWO BOOKS

THE STORY OF  SHIPWRECKS
THURLESTONE, ~ OF THE
_BANTHAM AND SOUTH HAMS

- WEST BUCKLAND - '

Qver 70 very local
shipwrecks in full
detail and pictures
£9.95

“100 Old Photographs
telling the tale

£8.95

FROM ALL YOUR LOCAL SHOPS
DON'T WALK  ABOUT WITHOUT THEM!

SHIPWRECKS OF THE SOUTH HAMS by Kendall Mcbonald
The Wreckwalkers guide to the coast path from Erme to Dart

This is a very comprehensive guide to the sites of the many
(70) wrecks along the South Hams coast and estuaries, dating
from 1000 BC to the present day. It begins with the Bronze -
Age and tells us that tin ingota, swords and axeheads were
found ‘in the Brme and ends with the story of the Sherman tank .
at Torcross which was sunk in 1944 and raised in 1984. :

An enormously interesting book, it commences the coastal Qalk
at the mouth of the Erme where Mary's Rocks, across the
entrance and out.of sight except at low water, have become the
graveyard for at least a dozen ships including, in 1506, two
belonging to a lady -called Mad Joanne - a fagcinating but:
rather gruesome story! The guide continues to the Dart whersa,
in 1937, the 'English Trader' was wrecked under the walls of"
Dartmouth Castle. - .

The sfories of some of these tragic events are quite gripping
and details emerge about the lives of the people in .
Thurlestone or Bantham with fthe stories, for instance, of .the
lose of the 'Lady Young' in 1880, the Dutch 'Galliott' in 1753
or the 'Chanteloupe'. ln 1772. Proceedings in coroners' courks
are brought to life, and there are accounts of rescues by
incredibly brave lifeboatmen working in terrible conditions.
The book is well illustrated by drawings of beautiful old
ships and with photographs of rescues in high seas and
underwater finds by divexs.

It provides an easy.and rather unusual way of learning aome
local history and will make a walk along the coastal path many
times more satisfyingl e ;

(Review by Jo Parkin)




SUPRERGUIDE

The essential social calendar - priorities for your diary!

b e n . _ L ane o desm T

JUNE

Wed. 5th  Tramps: Yealmpton and S.W. Moors

Thu. 13th WI 2.30, Parish Hall "Talking as a lace-maker"
Tue, 18th Parish Council meeting, Parish Hall, 7.30
Wed. 19th Tramps: Holne Moors wvalk

JULY

Wed. Ird Tramps: Avon Paddle (dupendlng on tide!)
Tue, 9th WI Garden Lunch

Thu. 11th WI 2.30, Parish Hall "The Writers of Devon"
Wed, -17th Tramps: Newebridge, Spitchwick, R.Webburn
Sat. 20th Church summer fete, Rectory garden, 2.00

AUGUST

Wed, 7th Tramps: Bedford Bridge, Bucktor, Tavistock
Tue. 13th  Church barbeque, village green, 6.00
Wed. 21st Tramps: North Moors walk

PLEASE NOTE THAT CREAM TEAS ARE SERVED EVERY THURSDAY ,

BETWEEN 3.30 AND 5.30 pm IN THE RECTORY BARN, THROUGHOUT

THE SUMMER. PROFITS FROM THIS YEAR'S TEAS WILL BE DONATED TO
MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS RESEARCH AND PLYMOUTH CHEST CLINIC.

GOT SOMETHING TO SAY?......

You may not. have a novel mouldering (or smouldering) in your
cupboard, but there could well be interesting episodes that you
may ke prepared to share with other Village Voice readers. How
about putting pen to paper? Reminiscences, travel tales,
hobbiesg, special interests, local attractions, can all provide
excellent subject matter.

Don't be put off by the fact that you are not a regular wrlfer
Until you try it you won't Know just how easy and enjoyable it
can be. For instance, what would you do with that million pounds
you plan to win on the loktery? (After giving your spouse half.
of course!)

Even lf;you feel shy about ‘authoring an article, you can always

sénd a letter to the editor about a particular point of view that

you hoid.

Village Voice will be delighted fo hear from you. Just pop your
contribution in an envelope marked "Village Voice" and push it
through the letter-box at 25 Mead Lane. But make it before our
deadline of lst July if you want to be in time to catch the
Augusgt-Saptember issue. Don't forget, it's an opporfunlty_fo

nereasaSAY ITI




BANTHAM

EGON o ‘WHICH’ |
RONAY _Tel. Kingsbridge GOOD PUB
PUB GUIDE 560489/560215 GUIDE

. i N
The warm and weicommg Inn Place

A Fine Free House range of Dvaughf Beer
— Ciders, Wines aud Spirits — .

FOOD - Choose /rom the Chefs Fresh Local Seafoods

Prisme Devon meats Speaa{ ity Salads aud a mmfy o.f Home
Prepared Dishes

ACCOMMODATION

FIVE DOUBLE ROOMS
4 with, private bath & w.c.

% THREE LUXURY
SELF-CATERING
~ COTTAGES

Hn’ﬂ‘d- ‘WInan



