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September’s Manhattan massacre and its aftermath
currently overshadow all other considerations, and will
contimie to do so for a long time to come,

Perhaps the worst aspect of this terrorist strike is that
no-one is prepared to own up o it. The perpetrators
(including the suicidal assassins now dead) inhabit a
shadowy, secret world in which their discontent and
disaffection is nurtured into an overwhelming hatred of
their perceived cnemy. These terrorists have no
conscience - and remain a law unto themselves.

For the free world governments the task of protecting
citizens everywhere from terrorist attacks is hard enough.

' Trying to identify, and then find, gangs of these secret,
anonymous terrorists is cven harder. Bringing them to
justice is hardest of all.

Strong words cost nothing, and are often conveniently
forgotten. But we can already hear the rattle of sabres
around the world, It is a time for cool heads, steady
hands, and resaclute actions, Somehow the West must
comnbat effectively the “asymmetric” warsfare now being
waged against it by extremist Islamic militants without
starting a new “war of the crusades” in this millennium.

Here in Thurtlestone our cosiness has hardly yet been
disturbed by the momentous happenings elsewhere. Can
we remain immune? Although we may be unlikely
targets (except in the eyes of the Inland Revenue), we
may well have to pay a somewhat higher price in the
future to secure our way of life. Let us hope that price is
not “mare than we can bear”.
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? QUESTIONS 2

WHICH NEED TO BE ASKED

“They’re going to build a new church hall
in Thurlestone graveyard!”

That was the first rumour, Then came

“The hall will have a kitchen so they can
serve cream teas among the tombstones!”

And on top of that

“There won’t be any room left for us
locals to be buried here with our family.
They’re going to pack us off to Totnes!”

No wonder that a recent Parish Council
meeting had some Councillors exploding in
fury about the reported plans for a church
hall in the graveyard at Ail Saints. But the
trouble was that there were no plans, only
stories about plans.

The whole thing got well out of hand, which
is why there is an “Open-to-All” parish
meeting on THURSDAY 4" OCTOBER
in the church at 7.30 pm

You see the parish has suffered a complete
communications breakdown over the past
few months, resulting in an angry split of a
kind not seen in our villages, so a local
history buff tells me, since Prince Maurice
and his army camped at Whitley Farm before
marching on Dartmouth and the villagers
divided between Cavaliers and Roundheads.
That was in 1643, of course, and to compare
the two disputes would be rather a wild
exaggeration, but I’'m sure you get the idea.
Who today would you class as a Roundhead?

Seriously, it would help matters in future if a
Parochial Church Council member of some
stature were detailed off to attend each
Parish Council meeting and, though being
there only as a member of the public, he

could still put the facts about any church
matters which affect the whole parish during
the Open Forum section of the meeting.

If that system had been in place the whole
row could have been nipped in the bud, or at
least cooled swiftly down. It would not have
had to drag on until the October 4" meeting,
which will hopefully clear the air and answer
everybody’s questions,

For there are questions to be asked by
parishioners as a whole about this proposed
building, which the church insists is not a
church hall but a ‘meeting room’ which
would accommodate forty people and have a
kitchen to cope with cream teas (the cream
teas which used to be held in the very ancient
Rectory Barn and garden on Thursdays in the
summer raised considerable sums for charity).

The new ‘meeting room’ is planned for the
top west corner of the graveyard, just below
the field which Evans Estates have given to
the parish for a football pitch and children’s
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play area, and where a joint Parish and PCC
committee have talked about creating a car
park (for fourteen cars of church-goers on
Sundays and beach-goers at other times).

Apart from that, very little has leaked out.

So here are some of the questions which

should be answered at the open meeting
" in All Saints church:

#t What is the building for?

# Is it veally necessary?

# How often do you have 40-plus meetings?

# Why not use the new parish hall when it is
built?

# Is it true that architects have been
appointed?

# How big is it? What are the dimensions?

# Sounds expensive - how much will if cost?

# We are often asked for donations for this
or that by the church - where is the
money for this project coming from?

# Will it be a modern-looking building?

# Has planning permission been applied
Jor? Do you expect fo gel if?

it Will cream teas really be held anong the
fombstones? |

# Will the meeting room be fenced or walled
off from the graveyard and have its own
‘varden'?

# How many burial plots will be lost in this
way?

#t Will any graves be disturbed?
# Will anyone now alive here have to be

buried miles away when they die?
(Tornes has been mentioned.)
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# Why not leave things as they are and
spend the money on keeping the church
itself up to scratch?

I am sure all of you intending to go to this
Open Meeting will have plenty of other
questions to ask as well!

The people of Thurlestone, West Buckland
and Bantham are asked to put forward ideas
for the way we should celebrate the Queen’s
Golden Jubilee in the parish next year.

Apart from the essential bonfire party, like
our highly-successful Armada anniversary
effort, which we should hold on our new
football pitch, thenceforth to be called the
Queen’s Stadium or Golden Acre, there is
tradition to be followed in the naming of the
new houses (for locals only?) to be built by
Seaview.

In 1887, to mark Queen Victoria’s Golden
Jubilee, we named new cottages in
Thurlestone’s village street, guess what -
“Jubilee Cottages”! So next year we should
mark Queen Elizabeth’s Golden Jubilee by
calling the new Seaview houses something
similar.

But as there is already a Jubilee Cottage left
from Victorian times, what should we call the
new Elizabethan ones - to avoid confusing
our postman? Suggestions, please.

I can hardly believe it, but I'm told that
when Tony Blair was looking for a place to
stay and holiday down here fo boost West
Country tourism, he was heard to say:

“I would have liked to stay in Thurlestone,
but then I heard about the yellow lines.....”

Villager
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THURLESTONE & SOUTH MILTON
HORTICULTURAL SHOW ’

Heavy showers on 4" August neither dampened the enthusiasm of the entrants, nor deterred the public
who attended the 23" Annuat Show held at Thurlestone Parish Hall.

Successful entrants included David Coward of Buckland (Show Chairman), who won 17 classes and
three cups, and Tony Church of Bantham who also won 17 classes and two cups. Tony was also
presented with a pewter tankard for having won, for three consecutive years, the Open fruit &
vegetables section and the Marshall Trophy. Other highly successful competitors included Derrick
Yeoman and Derek Brown. The awards were presented by Miss Jennifer Yeo.

The Chairman thanked all the residents who entered the 2001 show and took the time and trouble to
make it an excellent occasion, as well as all the committee for the hard work they put in to make the
day such an enjoyable one, saying “We have a first rate commitiee who all pull their weight and work
together to make this annual event a success for residents and visitors alike”. He made a particular
appeal to local flower arrangers and artists to enter the 2002 Show which would mark HM The

Queen’s 50" year on the throne.

Cup winners

Ben Horn Memorial Cup {onions & shallots)
Yeo Cup (Amateur best vegetable)

Fruit & Vegetables Amateur Cup

Wray Cup (Open best vegetable)

Fruit & Vegetables Open Cup

Cut Flowers & Pot Plants Cup

Marshall Cup (single rose)

Chapman Bowl (overall winner classes 64 -66)

President’s Tankard (fuchsia)

Kingsbridge Garden Shop Cup (flower arrangcmcnt)

Oswald Junior Cup (junior children)
White Cup (best exhibit senior children)
Oswald Senior Cup (senior children)
Doris Tyler Trophy (set cake recipe)
Domestic Challenge Cup

Doris Yackson Trophy (class 99 sewing)
Handicrafts Cup

South Milton Resident’s Cup
Thurlestone Resident’s Cup

Certificates of Merit

Section A Fruit & Vegetables (Amateur)
Section B Fruit & Vegetables (Open)
Section C Cut Flowers & Pot Plants
Senior Children

Cookery & Baking

Handicrafis

Photography

D.Coward
D.Coward
D.Coward
D.Coward
T.Church
C.Atkin

C.Atkin R
C.Atkin
T.Church

Mrs H. McKillop
Laura Tregelles
Ross Harrison
Alice Henderson
Mrs J.Yeoman
Mrs L.Gunning
Mrs J.Booth
Miss C.McKillop
Mrs H.McKillop
T.Church

D.Coward
Derrick Yeoman
D.Coward

Ross Harrison
Mrs L.Gunning
Mrs S.Dwyer
T.Burr

The Show AGM, which is open to all, will be held on Monday 22™ Qctober at 7.30 pm at 25 Mead

Lane, Thurlestone, courtesy of Mr & Mrs R F Macdonald.
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fWice, it’s far easier
B istimevhe you know.

ADVISORS

hatever your insurance needs - private or business,
providing you with the best in the market.

-Call now on 852853 for a quotation.

‘We have an extensive range of pfoducts; Put us to the test.

Pléase contact any one of our team: Miss Yan Byne (Motor),
Ashley Wyeth (Household, Marine ), and Roger Hind (Business)

Britton House, 8 Fore Street, Kingsbridge, S; Devon TQ7 1N
TELEPHONE: 01548 852853 :
FACSIMILE: 01548 852578

e ['!  PLASTERING &
J | GENERAL BUILDING

FOR FREE ESTIMATES
- Telephone Ron or jon

01548 560703 / 560778

- Floor Screeding - Stonework - Patios - Extensions -
Exterior & Interior Finishes

3 The Watch, Bantham, near Kingsbridge, South Devon TQ7 3A|




- Len and Kate Hubbard
invite you to come and browse at

BURWOOD GALLERY

Thurlestone, Kingsbridge

Leather bags, porcelain, picture framing, pottery and woodturning

WATERCOLOURS by LEN HUBBARD
Telephone: Kingsbridge 560731




October Parish Council Meeting

Please note that the October Parish Council
meeting will now take place on Monday 15th
October instead of the 8th.

Mary Bromfield

Tt is with great sadness we have to record the
death of Mary Bromfield on 17" September
at the age of 85, and we send to Gordon,
Peter and Ann our sincere condolences.

Queen’s Jubilee

The Parish Council has suggested that the
weekend of Saturday 1* June 2002, and the
Monday and Tuesday following, is a good
time to have an event or events in the parish
to celebrate HM The Queen’s 50" year on
the throne.

The Council would like to hear the views of
parish residents, and asks them to write to
Village Voice ‘Postbag’ as soon as possible
with their ideas, or to let their Parish
Councillors know:

(1) do they think the event should be
celebrated

(2) if so, what form is suggested.

More Gardening Triumphs

Tony Church of Bantham won two
gardening cups at the recent West Alvington
show in the Open sections - the George
Edwards Memorial Cup for potatoes and the
Burgoyne Cup for roses, to add to his
successes at our own show in August, as
reported elsewhere in this issue. Well done,
Tony!
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Surf Life Saving Club

The Bantham Surf Life Saving Club raised
over £4000 on its Open Day and thank
Evans Estates for generously donating the
Ham car parking fees for the day, which
considerably boosted their total. The money
will be used on rescue and training equipment
for their eagerly-awaited new premises,
where training facilities for all ages will be
much improved.

Bantham team came a very creditable 9" out
of the 22 teams from all over the country
who were competing in this summer’s
National Surf Life-Saving Masters
championship at Newquay. One gold, eight
silver and four individual bronze medals were
won by Bantham. Congratulations!

Parish Hall Fair

Chairman of the Trustees, Rowland Cole,
would like to thank everyone who made
donations and worked to raise the sum of
over £500 at the recent Autumn Fair.

He says : “We are most grateful to all the
people who made this splendid result
possible. A lotf of hard work went into
achieving this and we parficularly
appreciate the response to the event by the
organisations that use the hall on a regular
basis”.

Bell Ringing Lessons

Derrick Yeoman will be giving Bell Ringing
lessons at the Church for anyone interested,
commencing Wednesday 24™ October, at

7.00 pm,

Now, there’s a challenge for youl Why not
come along and give it a try!
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Kate’s
Kitchen

Ratatouille

Ratatouille is one of the most useful of dishes. Not only does it absorb any number of
tomatoes, courgettes and peppers that may be left over from the summer harvest. but 1t can
appear in a number of different guises as well as being very good on its own,

The crumble is a delicious combination of the vegetable stew with a crunchy top and the
pancakes filled with ratatouille and baked with cheese make a quick and easy meal. Neither
dish really needs potatoes as an accompaniment unless you are very hungry; a green vegetable
or a simple salad of lettuce and watercress should be enough and would look appetising. For
either recipe it would be possible to open a couple of tins of ratatouille (available from all the
supermarkets) but unless you are in a great hurry, it is worth making your own. As far as taste
goes, there is no comparison.

Ratatouille Crumble

8 ounces onions, chopped 1Ib. tomatoes, chopped

4 cloves of garlic, crushed ' 2 red peppers, de-seeded and sliced
1lb. aubergines, diced 4 tablespoonfuls tomato puree

11b. courgettes, diced 4 fluid ounces good olive oil

Thyme, rosemary and basil to taste

6 ounces breadcrumbs, toasted in the oven 2 ounces rolled oats
2 ounces each sunflower and sesame seeds, also toasted 6 ounces grated cheddar
3 tablespoonfuls parsley, chopped 2 ounces butter, softened

Heat the oil, saute the onion for a few minutes, then add the aubergine and garlic and cook for
five minutes, stirring to coat them with oil. Add the courgettes and peppers and cook for a
further ten minutes before adding the tomatoes, puree and herbs. Cover the pan and simmer
for twenty minutes or until the vegetables are soft. Tip them out into a shallow baking dish.

Meanwhile, mix together all the ingredients for the crumble and scatter it evenly over the
cooked vegetables. Press it down gently to make sure the ratatouille is completely covered
and bake it at 150C, 300F, Gas 2 for half an hour or until the crumble is nicely browned.

Pancakes Filled With Rataouille

Bought pancakes are excellent and can certainly be used if you do not want to make your

own, but make sure they are not the sweet variety! Fill each one with ratatouille, lay them side
by side in a shallow, lightly buttered baking dish and spread them thinly with creme fraiche.
Then cover them with grated cheddar and put them in the oven at 200C, 400F, Gas 6, for
about twenty minutes until the cheese has started to brown on top and is bubbling.
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Saints

Chuvch Sexvices

OCTOBER 7™ 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (said) (Book of Common Prayer)
11.10 a.m. Morning Worship for All Ages
OCTOBER 14™ 8.00 am. Holy Communion (said) (Common Worship)
11.10 am. Matins (Book of Common Prayer)
OCTOBER 21%" 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (said) (Book of Common Prayar)
11.10 a.m. Family Communion (Common Worship)
OCTOBER 28™ 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (said) (Common Worship)
11.10 a.m. Parish Eucharist (Common Worship)
NOVEMBER 4™ 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (said) (Book of Common Prayer)

11.10 a.m. Morning Worship for All Ages .
6.00 p.m. Evensong (Book of Common Prayer)

NovemBer 11™ 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (said) (Common Worship}
11.10 am. Remembrance Service & wreath laying on the War Memorial
NOVEMBER 18™ 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (said) (Book of Common Prayer)
11.10 a.m. Family Communion (Common Worship)
NoOVEMBER 25™ 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (said) (Common Worship)
11.10 a.m.  Parish Eucharist (Common Worship)
Weckdays
EVERY THURSDAY 8.30 a.m. Holy Communion (said) (Common Worship}

You would be welcome at any of these services ~ Please note that the church has a loop system
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

AHomemade Soup 8- a FIoughman's Coffee-Time
MONDAYS OCTOBER 1°" & NOVEMBER 5TH ALL OTHER MONDAYS
NOON ~ 1.30 P.M. 10.30 ~ 11.30 A.m.

THURLESTONE PARISH HALL
Everyone is welcome
Donations in aid of Action Water (October) & Children in Distress (November)

OO OOODODCIDODODODECIIODCODCODODCDCICO SOOI CH IO DTS
Povish Open YNeeting
Concerning the proposed Church Room in the churchyard
IN CHURCH ON THURSDAY OCTOBER 4™ AT 7.30 P.M.

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><_><><><><><><><><><><><>
St Crispin's _fair
MONDAY OCTOBER 22"° 10.30 A.M.

THURLESTONE PARISH HALL
All Saints’ Christmas Cards by Louise Boxhall

Books ~ Cakes ~ Christmas Goods ~ Children’s Sideshows ~ Tombola ~ Raffle
Mincepie, Christmas Cake & Pudding Orders
Entrance 50p, including Coffee & Crispin (Children Free)



Priest in Charge: Revd. Andrew Girling 562219
Churchwardens: Graham Worrall 562016 & Liz Webb 560090

ANDREW GIRLING WRITES:

TOWER AND TEMPLE FALL TO DUST

The devastating attack on the World Trade Building and the Pentagon wreaked unimaginable trauma
and pain in the hearts of thousands of individuals, their families and friends. For the rest of their lives
those directly involved will have their minds and hodies scarred by an experience none of us can begin .
to share or imagine.

The collapse into rubble of those twin towers, the symbols of western economy and culture, will.
transform the life and national psyche of America for ever. We will not know for years, the full impact
that it will have on our own society.

Suddenly we have been made to realise, far more than we ever did, even in the foot and mouth crisis,
the vulnerability and transient nature of the life-style we so easily take for granted. Lulled, as we are,
into a false sense of security by our comparative wealth and ease: even cocooned in the countryside,
we do not know what financial and social implications this tragedy will have on us.

Our way of life, and indeed life itself, is fragile. in times of crisis like this, we are forced to ask
ourselves again some of the important questions. We are certainly made to ask if the meaning of our
existence and its ultimate fuifilment are ever to be found in this life alone. If meaning is to be found,
the eternal dimension must be a focus for the here and now. Do we not need to rediscover the plan
and purpose of God for our society? Can we put our trust in western civilisation in Isolation from Him? |
believe not. | believe that in the last resort we can oniy truly trust God's love and purpose for us and
the future of the world. That whatever tragedy or trauma befall, He will be there to give future hope and
uitimate meaning.

| am reminded of the outstanding hymn of Robert Bridges:

All my hope on God is founded; Pride of man and earthly glory,

He doth still my trust renew. Sword and crown betray his trust;
Me through change and chance he guideth, What with care and toil he buildeth,
Only good and only true. Tower and temple fall to dust.

God unknown, He alone But God's power, hour by hour,
Calls my heart to be his own. Is my tempile and my tower.

Andrew




- MARSH DAWES -
A CRAFTSMAN IN WCOD

The skills of a craftsman in wood are on your doorstep.
| W hatever yvour needs, Marsh Dawes can meet them - from
joinery, rumning, carving, cbinet making and carpenay, 0
repair and restoradon work.
If its made from wood, it can be made by Marsh,
standards exacting enough to satisfy rescorers of Grade |
listed buildings across the County.
The high quality of restoradon work ar St Dunstans and
Kidey for example bear tesdmony to his talents.
For the cost of a phone call, you could find the
soludon w your problemns.
NUMBER 6, BANTHAM, KINGSBRIDGE,
DEevon. '
Tel: 01548 560721/362056

Tel: CAR
- 561947

PARK

- THE GARDEN -
PLANT CENTIRIE

. Alston Nursery
Malborough

Wide selection of top quality
Plants for the Garden

BAMBOOS,PALMS,
PHORMIUMS
HANGING BASKETS
BEDDING & PATIO PLANTS
MANY UNUSUAL CLIMBERS
& SHRUBS
Open 9 am to S pm
Wednesday to Sunday inclusive

MYSON
CLEANING
“ SERVICES

1
ﬂ

9 Professional Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning

f RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

Stain Removal - Gum Removal -
Heavy Traffic Areas

Professional and
Competitive Rates

Call ADRTIAN MYATT fora
non-obligation quotation

Tel 071 548 857595

Fax Maobile
01 548 857581 07971 247375

Abbeyﬁeld

~_Where older people find Tcare In housing )
Abbeyfield House, Saffron Park, Kingsbridge

where residents can live independent
lives but with suppoart and companionship.

A Bed-Sitting Room with Shower-
Room ensuite
Now available.

£148 or £158 p.w.? includes Central
heating and Full Board provided by a
Resident Housekeeper/Cook.

Please apply for viewing to:- |
Hon. Sec. Mrs E.J.Milis
01548 856976

A home, support and Companionship
for Elderly People.




~ SAFFRON
PRIVATE HIRE

( Proprietor: J.Peacock)
Travel over any Distance

Shopping, Airports, Stations
Air conditioned vehicle

Personal Service
Safe, Comfortable & Convenient

Assistance given to
elderly & disabled by
mature experlenced Driver

Retired Emergency
Ambulance Man

Fully Licensed
01 548 853 900

|

—

***************************************************

& Insured

R R R AR R R A RN R R A RN R X LYY XN LY D

An lndependént family business

SAVILL

FUNERAL SERVICES
A CARING AND SYMPATHETIC SERVICE
DAY AND NIGHT
CHAPI‘L& OF REST
Kingsbridge 01 548 857701

THE'MOORLAND
~UNION ROAD

KINGSBRIDGE

S. DEVON; TQ7 IBF

RREEE R TR R RN R R g vV,

'ﬁ-i****-A-*******************************t******t****t

IF YOU LIVE ROUND HERE...

YOU NEED JUST TWO BOOKS..._

THE STORY OF
THURLESTONE,
"BANTHAM AND
WEST BUCKLAND
with 100 Qld Photographs
~ telling the tale.
£8.95.

SHIPWRECKS
OF THE
SOUTH HAMS.
Over 70 very local
shipwracks in full
detail and pictures.
£9.95

'FROM ALL YOUR LLOCAL SHOPS. DON'T WALK
ABOUT WITHOUT THEMI




POSTBAG

Dear Editor

John Crawford’s letter was no doubt deliberately
provocative with a view to inviting some
response.

It is not true to say that “no initiative was
forthcoming from the Parish Council” during the
Millennium year. The Parish Council had special
mugs made which were presented to all the
children in the Parish. The presentation was held
at the village hall and thanks to the backing of
the Thurlestone Hotel it proved a most enjoyable
social event for both young and old alike.

The Council is in the somewhat extended throes
of providing a sports field for the village despite
the fact that the planners now require some 3500
cubic metres of earth moved. It also sponsors
the play area hehind the Village School,

Whilst golf caddies are a thing of the past John
should walk down to Thurlestone Golf Club on a
Monday evening to see the many youngsters lined
up being encouraged, taught and playing the royal
and ancient game. A junior membership costs
just over £1 a week. Tennis is also readily
available and juniors favourably welcomed.

Itis true skate-boarders have a rough passage,
but reading the saga of Kingsbridge in trying to
provide a venue for this sport it is unlikely that
many villages can provide the facilities which |
understand would cost a minimum of £5000 not
to mention the problem of noise poliution.

The bus shelter has indeed heen the scene of
some skulduggery, but hopefully this is purely
temporary. Perhaps John has forgotten when he
was a lad in Thurlestone and there was no bus
shelter, a shed on the goif course provided
refuge from the elements for many a nefarious
adventure.

At a recent Council meeting the Chairman of the
Parish Hall Committee made it quite clear to John
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that the facilities of the present and planned new
hall are available for use by all members of the
Parish whatever age group subject to normal
conditions. However, it was not the Committee’s
duty to organise and supervise such activities.

It has to he the responsibility of parents, not the
various parish entities, to bring up children, to
guide them and teach them the basic values of
living in a community. Where help is needed | am
sure it would be forthcoming.

Thurlestone provides many facilities, a first class
primary school, not to mention sand, sea and surf
and | agree with John “every village gets the
youth it deserves”. | am sure, therefore, that
we will have plenty to be proud of.

Kit Marshall
Leaside, Ilbert Road

Dear Editor

Proposed new Parish Hall

The letter from Mr John F. Crawford in your
August-September edition contains a statement,
which is totally without foundation, on the Parish
Hall committee’s attitude and decision regarding
youth facilities in the proposed new hall.

In the same edition you printed my article on the
proposed new hall which was written following our
Extraordinary Meeting on 26% June, and | believe
that anyone reading this article wili appreciated
that Mr Crawford's allegation is baseless.

If there were a Parish Youth organisation hooking
and using the hall on a regular basis, then an
adult representative would automaticaily have
a place at our committee meetings and would
participate in our deliberations and decisions.

It is my belief that the design of the proposed new
hall will fulfil the reasonable requirements of the
parish, its groups, associations, societies and
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clubs, not only as we know them today, but also
as far into the future as it is sensible to predict.

However, as so often happens with buildings of
every type, should there be, in the years ahead, a
need for an additional facility then the hall could
he altered providing, of course, funding and other
related conditions were satisfied.

Rowland Cole

Parish Hall Chairman
West Buckland

Dear Editor

Let's hear it from the young!

| would like to take issue with John Crawford

on his denigration of Thurlestone parish, its
inhabitants, the Parish Hall committee and the
Parish Council. At a meeting of the Parish Hall
committee, a suggestion was made that the roof
space should he made with a room for the young
to have a pool tahle etc, A special meeting was
called (26" June) and the architect had made
fresh plans to incorporate a room in the roof
space. A discussion was held in depth as to the
viability of this project and, by a large majonity, it
was deemed unsuitable. However, the proposed
small meeting room could he extended and a pool
tahle could be out in there.

Where are the parents of the young, and are they
prepared to organise a rota to run a youth club?
| am sure some of the less-elderly inhahitants
would gladly help if asked. (Most of us, and |
include myself, are far too old!). Let's hear from

the young themselves regarding raising some
money for the equipment they need. Incidentally,
| never call the young ‘hrats’ - this is surely an
old-fashioned word.

Rosemary MacKay
Thuriestone

Dear Editor

New archaeological finds at Bantham

So what's the betting then? | can just picture it.
Those tin-for-wine traders of the Dark Ages, and
smugglers and yeornen of old no doubt, sitting
around the remains of yet another Bantham beach
party and, after the lords and ladies had departed,
saying: “They alus come a-lot, don’t they? Looks
like being a bumper year for parties, perhaps us
better call that there fortress up on the hilf
‘Camelot’! Care for another drop o’ Byzanting,

me old males, before we gather up the bones?”

Looks like time for Land of the Five Beaches -
Part Two. Title: Zand of the Five Hundred Beach
FParties’ or maybe Ceftic Wine Connoissetirs’.

So who has started a roaring trade in miniature
amphorae? POTS, and if not why not? Let us
know when the first 21¥ century Byzantine wine
party is being held, and we will he straight off to
the airport in Perth and back to Devon!

Cheers to everyone.
David & Diana Smeston

South Yunderup
Western Australia

Notices for visitors in a French hotel

corridors ands in rooms”
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“ The hot water production is belling to the hotel so let sink the water for a long time” *

“ You may be a light sleeper, your neighbours as well so, please do walk quielthy in the

* (N.B. A knowledge of French is an advantage really to understand the first one. They
got the wrong meaning of the verb ‘couler’!)

Sent in by Pam Brewster
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VERONICA DROPS IN AT
THE RAINFOREST CAFE

On Monday 6" August in the space of five
short hours Thurlestone Parish Hall was
dramatically turned into a TROPICAL
RAINFOREST.

The main ingredients consisted of an army
camoutflage net, tons of coloured paper,
heaps of off-cuts, remnants, foam rubber, a
profusion of feathers, piles of stuffing, litres
of paste, an assortment of plastic mitk and
water bottles, umpteen paint brushes, crayons
and coloured pens, bags of enthusiasm and
imagination, 22 children (between the ages
of 4 and 12) and Caroline, Ali, and Simon.

After a "getting to know everybody and what
is involved” session, no encouragement was
needed to start the Herculean task. Within
minutes scissors were shaping enormous
brightly coloured butterflies, which were then
variously decorated with rainbow-coloured
tissue, and cellophane paper stripes and spots
glued on with liberal dollops of paste (T fear
the present-day "Gloy" does not have that
alluring aroma of yore - nor does it have the
same grip).

There were many versions of insects and
colourful creatures and an incredible
poisonous tree frog together with a
formidable and venomous snake. The
poisonous tree frog was the work of Sean
who took it home with him on the Monday
night to sew up securely its dark green
bulging body. Dad provided two grommets
for its eyes which were outlined with bright
yellow rims (a pipe cleaner) the next day.
T'understand it now enjoys pride of place on
the TV,

The venomous snake was something else. It
must have been more than two metres long
and it was a work.of art. Victoria, Rachel,
and Marina, helped by Denise, cut the body
out of a length of sinister looking green
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material and decorated it with a sickly green
and yellow zigzag stripe and dangerous
looking red (paper) spots. The base of two
plastic cups became its eyes with black blobs
the irises. They very kindly donated their
artefact to the Play Scheme and it is now
slithering its way around the South Hams.

And then there were the birds. Toucans,
parakeets, kingfishers, and any number of
brightly coloured varieties were sculptured
courtesy of recycled water bottles. The necks
of the bottles provided support for the beaks
shaped from foam rubber - the Toucan
offering unlimited potential. The bodies of
the bottles were shaped and then covered
with coloured tissue paper before being
embellished with delicate feathers of
gorgeous hue welded into place with shots
from the glue gun (stronger than UHU and
probably the only concession made to the
21 Century in the whole project).

As all these accessories were completed they
were added to the camouflage net which had
been strung across the top and down the back
and right sides of the stage. The effect was
striking and the whole scene became almost
real thanks to the loan of a tape recorder
which enabled us to have the sounds of the
tropical forest in the background.

Meanwhile, at the back of the stage, the older
boys were building the living quarters - a
cross between a wigwam and a bivouac. But
it was not all work as during the day there
were games on the school playing field with
Simon and stories about the folklore of the

“forests told by Caroline.

On the second day, with the tropical forest
in place, the project concentrated on "living",
with the main task of the morning based on
matters culinary, Ali started with a display of
edible items produced from the forests, viz.
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chewing gum, cocoa beans, Coca-Cola,
coconut, vanilla pods, spices, quinine (for
medicinal purposes), and so on.

Fruit kebabs were prepared with such exotic
fruits as mango, pawpaw, and passion fruit,
as well as the more mundane banana.
Somewhat surprisingly, considerable interest
was shown in the cooking aspect of the
operation by the male element, but this may
have had something to do with the fact that
the main ingredients consisted of chocolate
and desiccated coconut.

Finishing touches were made to the forest

and living quarters, more games were played

down on the school field, and face-painting
transformed some of the more enterprising
into young tribesmen and women who

had made themselves rainforest costumes,
including jewellery. Masks made from
recycled plastic milk bottles completed the
dramatic effect and somebody produced a
bow - fortunately without the arrow.

A more serious note was struck when there
was a discussion about what poverty means
to people like rainforest dwellers who live at
the margin of subsistence, and their need to
enhance trade in sustainable products with
developed countries.

The finale found the twenty two participants
sitting in a circle in the forest eating the fruits
of their labours. Interestingly, exotic fruits
seem to be more exciting to prepare than to
eat judging by the amount retrieved from the
floor - but the chocolate coconut disappeared
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without trace. There followed a last folklore
story and a five minute tableau from which

it looked as though Simon was about to be
cannibalised (all in good fun, of course).

The Rainforest Playscheme with SPARC -
recycling scrap-store - was sponsored by
South Hams District Council and generously
supported by South Milton and Thurlestone
Parish Councils. I would like to thank,

in particular, Jacquie Smart (who, I think,
enjoyed the two days as much as the
children) and Ali, Caroline, and Simon who
were inspirational or, in modern day parlance,
"cool". Leisure and Parks Section (SHDC)
are to be congratulated on a first rate and
imaginative initiative and hopefully we will be
in a position to participate again next year.

What did I learn from this exercise? Well,
today's youngsters may be potential computer
whiz-kids, budding interior decorators, or .,
commercial artists, but one thing is for sure. - ,
They are well entrenched in the throwaway
society - none of them could thread a needle.
That's what I was there for!

Veronica White

SPARC's address is:
The Old Chicken House,
Craft Education,
Dartington (01803 - 847943)
Opening hours:
9.00 am - 3.00 pm Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday. 10.00 am - Noon Saturday.
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THURLESTONE
POST OFFICE & STORES

SHOP OPEN
Winter 2001/2
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri
8.00-5.30
Wed: 8.00-3.30
Sat: 8.00-2.00
Sun: 8.30-2.00
Post Office Open:
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri
9.00-5.30
Wed & Sat:
9.00- 1.00

Photocopy and Fax Service
Newspapers, Bread, Fruit & Veg-
Milk, Pasties, Cakes, Sandwiches

PHONE/FAX 01 548 561917

. SAYER’S
‘Catering for all Occasions’

A freelance professional
_catering service

WEDDING RECEPTIONS
DINNER PARTIES
BUFFETS BANQUETS
COCKTAIL PARTIES
BUSINESS FUNCTIONS

Anything from dinner for two
to the full organisation
of a large occdsion

Telephone (01548) 856714
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Have all your

GARDEN
WASTE

Makes ideal Mulch
or Compost

Also —PRESSURE WASHING
Lawn Cutting
Hedge Cutting
General Gardening

phone: JULIAN LEE
01 548 561 488
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China |
Classware
Cutlery @/;
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B Ruaees

! Healtiosu
Full washisne up service
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A Commlicie
Dyofessional Service
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The Coach House, Fiston, Churchstow
" Tel: 01 548 856 714




FINE SHINE
“A Total Floor Care Service”

Specialising in Cleaning & Maintenance
of all types of Flooring:
©  CARPETS * UPHOLSTERY ¢ ORIENTAL RUGS

CAR VALETING
Licenced Applicator For

"STAINSHIELD"
Carpet & Upholstery Protector

WooDEN FLOORING
e
*
MARBLE
TILES
o
ViNyL

WE OFFER A FREE CONSULTATIVE
QuoTtaTioN ON All WORK

Tel: 01548 550889

LOOKING "\
FOR QUALITY
PLANTS AND
SERVICE
" TO MATCH ?

YOUR ANSWER LIES AT .
AVON MILL GARDEN CENTRE
IN THE PEACEFUL AVON VALLEY.

. EXCELLENT COFFEE SHOP.
CHILDRENE ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND,
TRANQUIL RIVERSIDE SETTING,

TEL 01548 550338

On'-'Tap Bathroom’s

Design
Supplies
Installation
Tiling
Disabled / Elderly facilities available

For a complete
bathroom make-over service
. contact

Andrew Hurrell
53 Elmwood Park Loddiswell

Phone : 01548 - 550518
Mobile ;: 07970 - 970387

Painter & ,D_ecorator

~

GARDEN CENTRE]

30 TREBBLEPARK WALK
KINGSBRIDGE
DEVON
- TQ7 1QR
TEL» 01548 853293

\_ MoBILE: 07980 034278
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Despite a rather poor weather

forecast, a group of just six

optimistic walkers gathered in

the Parish Hall car park on 11"

July to set off for East Prawle.
By the time we arrived there we were
greeted by bright sunshine, which continued
throughout our walk. On the first stretch
we took inland paths towards Lannacombe
Green, the foot & mouth restrictions having
been lifted.

About half way there, while crossing a field
containing three friendly, hand-reared, lambs
we completed our ‘good deed for the day’!
One of the lambs had managed to wedge its
head through both a gate and attached wire
fence. The two men with us revealed their
talents as sheep-handlers by freeing it,
whereupon the lamb insisted on loudly
thanking each member of the group before
scampering off.

Hardy swimmers were observed in the rough
seas at Lannacombe Beach, but fortunately
they didn’t require saving and, after a windy
walk along the coast path, we found a
sheltered spot on the beach at Langerstone
Point for our picnic. After lunch we climbed
steadily back up to East Prawle where we
enjoyed tea, cake and ice creams outside at
the café before heading for home.

TW

Our group of twelve included
two dogs on our first August
walk. In order to throw off
possible pursuers we had
reached our destination -
Sampford Spiney - by various routes, some
devious. It was pouring with rain which
somewhat delayed our start as waterproof
clothing had to be put on. The dogs didn’t
bother: they must have known something for
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quite soon the rain stopped and it was not
long before the sun came out.

For a short while we walked down the lane
but then took to the moor and followed the
path towards Moortown and to Merrivale.
There a rural sight met our eyes: half a dozen
horses were tethered to the railings outside
the pub while, presumably, inside, their riders
were enjoying a “horseman’s” washed down
with a stirrup cup.

It was not part of the plan to pause there to
take refreshment, although, strangely, some
of the men arrived rather late at our chosen
ptenic spot, one of our best down on the
grassy river bank by the bridge. It is not easy
to leave such a place, particularly on a sunny
day, but we were reasonably strong-minded
and soon set off again.

We did not follow the path we have
sometimes taken but after a short stretch of
moor we went down the more wooded track,
shorter, perhaps, but good walking. At well
intruder-proofed ‘Stoneycroft” we left the
lane we had been following for a bit, to go
up the path beside the house {no welcoming
guard dogs this time) and across the fields to
get back to our starting point - so different
now from this morning. Once again we had
been lucky with the weather.

PB

It was grey and overcast with
a slight inclination to drizzle on
the day of our second August
walk. Sixteen of us, dog-less,
gathered at a pre-arranged map
reference somewhere on Dartmoor, We
set off along the road and turned down to
Heathercombe, an attractive little hamlet,
and then through some woods and fields,
obediently dipping our boots into a bucket
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of what we supposed was disinfectant,
although subsequent buckets looked more as
it they held stagnating leaf-filled water. We
did not test it.

Soon we came out on to the moor and the
Two Moors Way which, according to the
map, seems to come and go in a slightly
idiosyncratic fashion. We saw a number of
hut circles, one in particular, un-named, being
easily recognisable. It was not too steep a
climb to the top and then the track levelled
out. From Bennett’s Cross we walked up the
road to the Warren House Inn.

Under the grey sky the horses tethered to the
railings over the road did not present such an
idyllic sight as on our last walk, nor did the
welcome have any of the warmth of the fire
which, it is claimed, has not gone out for
some 150 yeers. We did not realise that the
purchase of a drink does not entitle you to
eat your own picnic at the tables on the other
side of the road, but we were soon told!

However, if you happen to be passing the
place, pause just long enough to look at the
inn sign on which are depicted three hares,

sharing three ears, running nose-to-tail in a

small circle. This, it seems, symbolises the

Trinity and there is the same symbol on one
of the bosses in Widecombe church.

We struck off across the moor again and
after a mere hundred yards or so came to a
grassy spot in the valley which would be as
nice for a picnic as outside the inn, if not
nicer. Then it was over Headland Warren,
down to the road and up to Grimspound,
perhaps the best known, and one of the
biggest, hut circles on Dartmoor. Its
popularity with visitors has probably
something to do with its proximity to the
road. As on a previous walk we passed the
memorial to the airmen whose plane crashed.
there during the Second World War.

When we reached the road our leader gave us
the choice of the short way back to the cars
along the road or the slightly longer, but
more interesting, way through the woods.
Most of us chose this one. It had been a
good day for walking, neither too hot nor too
cold, and the walk itself neither too strenuous
nor too easy. All very satisfactory.

PB
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FEHE WELLS OF THURLESTONE PARISH

Continuing Hubert Snowdon's previous article on our local water

After surface water springs were taken into
use, where could forther settlers, who wished
to take advantage of our fertile South Hams
soil, obtain water? Wells were the answer,
they are of ancient origin, but who knows
when the first was sunk in the parish? Was

it the one under Thurlestone village pump, or
(more probably) the one behind the old
farmstead of Pearce’s Farthing/Rockhill, or
in Buckland or Bantham? Thurlestone’s well
was the village nucleus.

Bantham, waterless, could not have
established a village before wells. There is
one behind the Sloop Inn, recently restored
as a feature, and probably one behind The
Old Bakehouse and another at Whiddons
when it was a blacksmith’s forge. There was
a pump installed behind the four Coastguard
houses (later called The Watch), which my
grandfather, Roger Moore of Rose Cottage,
West Buckland, built ¢.1900. These are all in
line on a ridge from the spring in Pond Field
and probably tap the same source.

There is a tale about the Sloop Inn well that
coined a local phrase. When it was necessary
for a workman to go down the well, his
worried wife shouted down for him to hurry
back. His reply was “4/! right, I'm coming
up by degrees my dear”’!

Several wells were dug along Buckland
valley side. One served the old Buckland
Farm and local cottages. Another, for public
use in East Buckland, was on the hillside
opposite Peter Hurrell’s house and served the
old slaughter house (also on his property) as
well as the cottages. It may have also served
the farmstead, Lovatt’s Court, which is now
demolished. There was a pump in The Old
Mill too.

In Thurlestone there was a broken pump in
the boys’ playground at the school when I
was there in the 1920s. I wondered if there
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was a failed well below it. We fetched water
in a large enamel jug for school use from Mrs
Emily Snowdon’s house, Rockhill, where

our school teacher lodged. As for wells in
private properties, their owners may not wish
their whereabouts to be divulged!

Wells were usually situated outside the back
doors, even if many were later brought under
cover by extending the house over them.
This begs the question - was the site of the
well established before the house was built?
By the 1800s hydraulic rams could raise
water to great heights, allowing houses to be
built on higher ground, like Buckland Park
Farm and also Higher Clanacombe Farm
(Cross Park), where my grandfather William
Snowdon farmed until 1920.

The hydraulic ram worked from pressure of
a large head of water inducing intermittent
strokes which pumped water up a smaller
pipe to a great height. Mechanically pumped
water advanced quickly with the introduction
of internal combustion petrol and diesel
engines. Pump houses were set up at the
spring sources and especially reliable diesel
engines pumped water to reservoirs high on
the hills. Their monotonous thump, thump,
could often be heard late into the night.

Again, when at Thurlestone School, I saw a
trench dug through the gateway of Hill Crest
(opposite the top of Court Park Lane) and
into the field opposite - now part of Celts
Corner garden - where a reservoir was buried
(still there, defunct). Evans Estates were
laying a pipe to pump water to Thurlestone
from Bantham meadows under Wragmore
Copse. A good, previously untapped,
spring there - on land unsuited for building
development because of the steep, north-
facing hill and marshy ground below - could
now be brought into use.

The reservoir served Thurfestone Estate
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property below that point. Development
above that point was from Stidston’s
property and they pumped water from Court
Park to a reservoir built in North Down,
above Kerse Cross. Increasing development
demands were bound to follow and for
housing below the church the Estate built a
pump house over the small spring in the field
behind the old golf course 16" green, which
small stream ran down to Yarmer beach. It
pumped to the notorious and unsightly water
tower built on the ridge by the old 11™ green,
which could be seen for miles around.

Evans Estate had first established a pump
house at the Aunemouth supply, which
pumped to a reservoir above Bantham. 1n
about 1930 they built a huge reservoir at
Aune Cross to meet increasing demands at
Buckland and Bantham. They also laid a pipe
from Bantham to Aune Cross, augmenting
that. The Yarmer spring was inadequate and
the Estate also linked Bantham meadow to
pump to the Thurlestone water tower. Thus
Thurlestone parish, with ever-increasing
demands for water, was about at the limit of
supplying itself from its own small springs
when, in 1939, World War Two broke out!

The Royal Marines Officers Training Unit
(OCTU) were interested in commandeering
the Thurlestone Hotel, but doubted that the
water supply was sufficient. The nearest
large supply was a reservoir at Upton, South
Milton, which Devon Country Council had
piped from the Bala Brook on Dartmoor,
behind South Brent.

The OCTU compelled it to pipe the water to
Thurlestone and it was extended to Buckland
and Bantham. T well remember German
POWs, very fit men, digging through the
shale rock of Buckland io lay the iron pipes
that are now giving rust problems! For the
first time, therefore, our villages were on
mains supply.

After the war, when Mr Robert Prouse of
Thurlestone was chairman of the South Hams

Water Board, a new dam was mooted for and
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“butlt across the River Avon on Dartmoor,

The large reservoir would supply the whole
of the South Hams’ needs. Every house,
except the most isolated, and many for the
first time, could have water indoors, a tap at
the kitchen sink, bathrooms, flush toilets,
showers, and a hosepipe in the garden. Here
I think we can spare a thought for the
generations who carried buckets of water
through the villages to their homes. For
many, this situation continued long after
World War Two.

But one important thing had perhaps been
overlooked, or miscalculated....... water does
not just disappear afier use. The sewerage
systems were not adequate to deal with all
the extra water and problems arose in almost
every village with sewage overflowing into
the streets. The price of water had not yet
been paid. At great expense new sewerage
schemes had to be implemented - but not for
poor old Buckland, where the problem has
raised its ugly head yet again.

Another means of raising water has not been
mentioned - windmills - notably the one at
the Gray House, later cailed Downs Hotel,
and now known just as Downs.

Thurlestone parish had no major source of
water and this restricted development, It
retained its natural and rural agricultural
beauty. With mains supply available has
urbanisation now begun? And lest we take
water for granted when we turn on the
kitchen tap should we ask ourselves “will our
cup always run over”?

Hubert Snowdon

[Hubert Snowdon’s first book, entitled
“Born to Farm in Devon”, was published in
1996. His second book “Keep Faith with the
Soil” was published earlier this year, and is
reviewed on our Bookshelf page in this issue.
1t is available from the Thurlestone Post
Office and Village Store at £5.95. FEd.]
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Kingsbridge Stationers
95 Fore St

Kingsbridge Tel: 856778

ENVELOPES, INDEX
CARDS.FILE REFILL
PADS eic etc
PERSONALISED
STATIONERY
RUBBER STAMPS

Don’t forget our photocopying --
and

FAX Service ! !
Call in and sec us today

BOX FILES, PAPER,PENS,

Abraham House

Fine guality Fitted Kitchens

- CHOICE + QUALITY
+ SERVICE. « VALUE

FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
CALL DAVITD FENTON-TONES
01548 561623
<X

THE COMPLETE LOCAL BUILDING SERVICE

Extensions ® Renovations ® Conversions ® Alterations

PLUMBING HEATING

ROOFING

PATIOS DECORATIONS GARAGES
UPVC WINDOWS DOORS AND FASCIAS

Why not let us give you an astimate?
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PINE
FURNITURE

Large range of hand
finished
Reproduction
Pine Furniture

Traditional & Antique

Upholstery Renovation

PINE WORKSHOP

4,Ebrington Street, KINGSBRIDGE TQ7 IDE
Telephone: 01548 856002

SOUTH HAMS ELECTRICAL
SUPPLIES

Expert advice, sales & Installation of T.V., video and
domestic appliancesin the comfort of your own home

TV, AND VIDEO BUDGET & BRAND NAMES
INCLUDING

PANASONIC - SONY - PHILIPS
TATUNG TV & VIDEO

{4 year parls and labour guaraniee)
MAJOR APPLIANCES
HOTPOINT - MEILE - HOOVER - BOSCH
AEG -TRICITY BENDIX - BELLING
& ALL MAJOR BRANDS
STORAGE HEATING DIMPLEX AND CREDA
DEHUMIDIFIERS
EXCELLENT DEALS AVAILABLE ON
ORANGE MOBILE PHONES

T.V, & video repair service

GET READYIN for the Digital Experience..... Widescreen TV. DVD, DTSJ

Dalby Prologic Surround Sound.
Supplied Installed and Explained

s FREE DELIVERY!

THE CARD SHOP

For the best choice of
Cards - Small presents
- Gift stationery

Always something different!
We can also print your

Personalised Stationery
Weddings - Letter heads
Parties -Business cards

Call in and see us
24, Fore Street
Kingsbridge
01548 852327

-
STAUNTON LODGE
Bed & Breakfast
Too many visitors?
Big family celebration?
Send your friends and relatives
to me!
» Delightful situation with views over
the Kingsbridge estuary.
En-suite or private bathroom.
. Colour T.V., tea/coffee ,radio
and hairdryer in each room.
Ample off road parking
. Approx 400 yds level walk to town centre.
Numerous places to eat within easy walking
. distance.
Elaine Treleaven (ex. Furzey Close Hotel)
Staunton Lodge -
Embankment Road <Kingsbridge.
Tel: 01548 854542, Fax 01548 854421
e.mail:miketreleaven@msn.com.uk
www.stauntonlodge.co.uk
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by Keith Farrelly

NINE-LETTER WORD-SEARCH

The answers to the clues can be made up by combining three sets of three letters from the
grid. When complete, three sets of three letters should remain. Combine these letters to find
another 9 - letter word.

1. Thurlestone school providcs this
2. A brilliant idea ARY | ION | RLI | NER | BUT | THO | BOA
3. A secondary river
4. Pre whisky and wild women 1.DS | BRA | LYW | WEG | TER | MAT | LLE
5. Directors sit here
G. Wet behind the ears? GHT | RIM | ENH | NAS | DEV | ION | FFN
7. Popular MacCarlney song
8. Film makers work here GRE | IAN | WON | ARE | AST | ONA | TRI
9. A golden oldic?
10. Comes after gardening
11, Song “It'sa ....... world” RON | OOD | CAT | BOA | ONY | ORN | LAT
12. Getting marricd
13. Get your fast food here INW | ESS STI | 1SO | TTE | PEN | INA
14, All on your own
15. Study of heavenly bodies ONP | CIG | ENT | FUL | USE | NOR | OOM
16. South West naval base
17. Tennesseé country music locus SIO | RDR | HVI | DAY | OMY | EDU | ORT
18. Scandinavian
19. Garage for your dinghy ARG |MCD | YES | AVE | DER | STA | HOL
20. S. American country
21. 7?1?77
TEN TEASERS
1. Acrophobia means the fear 6. Which is the most populous
of...7 state in America?
2. What is the world’s most 7. What is a group of Rooks
common first name? called?
3. Who wrote “The Forsyte Saga”? 8.  What did Alexander Bell invent?
4, In which county was the artist 9.  La Gioconda is better known as
John Constable born? ... ?
5. What is the most popular game 10, What is the name of the BBC

in Russia?
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Teletext system?
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NEWS FROM THE Wi

Denman College

Jean Yeoman was surprised and delighted
when, at the September meeting, her name
came out of the hat as winner of the next
Denman College bursary, and now she will
have the pleasure of choosing a course from
the several hundred on offer at the WI’s own
college near Oxford.

Dorothy Candy and Menica Dickins had
recently returned from the college, where
they attended a course on the canals and
waterways of Oxfordshire. This included the
enjoyment of energetic legwork as well as the
sociability of fellow-members from all over
the country! Dorothy has also come back
with the news that Denman is offering dinner,
bed and breakfast for members and their
spouses for the bargain price of £38.00 p.p.

September Guest Speaker

Using stencilling, iron-on applique, quilting,
and a variety of sewing methods, Wren
Loasby of Totnes was able to demonstrate
the making of quick, easy and attractive small
fabric gifts. She was thanked by Sheila
Ward for being an enjoyable and entertaining
speaker who had provided loads of ideas,

Parish Hall

£228 will be donated to the Parish Hall, the
profit from several earlier events, and the WI
will also provide the cake stall at the hall’s
Autumn Fair. Jo Parkin, our representative
on the hall committee, reported that plans for
a new hall are now before the District
Council.

October Meeting

This will be on 11* October when Pam
Wigfall will be the guest speaker with “Spice-
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Up Your Dishes”! Don't forget to bring
your home-made chutney, jam, jelly etc. for
“Val's sales table - proceeds to the DEWI’s
Fiver Fund.

Comting Events - get your diary out!

# Saturday 20" October - Five members
are going to Exeter University for the county
meeting, travelling on the special coach from
Kingsbridge. '

# Saturday 17" November - A fun social
Italian Evening & Supper will take place in
the parish hail.

# Wednesday 21* November - Salisbury is
the destination for a county outing for,
amongst other things, Christmas shopping.

# Friday 7" December - This is the new
date for the December meeting, and the
Christmas Lunch Party (net 13" December),

# Friday 14" December - Thurlestone WI
host the Sea Coast Group’s annual Christmas
Carol Service at Thurlestone Church,
followed by tea and mince pies at the Parish
Hall. Everyone welcome!

Visitors

If you are not a member, but would be
interested to hear any of the speakers at our
regular meetings held on the second
Thursday of the month at 2.30 pm in the .
Parish Hall, you are most welcome to attend
- and this applies to gentlemen as well.

You will not be pressed to join the WI, but
can have the opportunity to see your local

branch in action on its home ground!

For newcomers to the parish, it is an
excellent way to meet people!
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'The Garden Shop
| Kingsbridge

British Association of
Landscap © Dept L;;?scag:ﬂndu;tries

The Complete Garden Service.

* Garden Design
* Construction
* Maintenance

The Better Landscapers
Contact:- James Tregelles

01548-852541/853888
e-mail mail@for-all-occasions.co.uk

For Flowers and Plants

for Gifts

- Weddings
Sympathy
and

.. for-all-occasions
N, at

The Garden Shop

59 Fore Street

Freephone 080 00 15 14 14

or order on line at

www.for-all-occasions.co.uk

Jor-all-occasions £




FLEAR HOUSE INTERIORS LIMITED

FOR ALL ASPECTS OF INTERIOR DESIGN AND DECORATION
FOR YOUR PERMANENT OR HOLIDAY HOME

WE HAVE MOVED TO KINGSERIDGE
WHERE WE HAVE
A BRAND NEW SHOWROOM
PROFESSIONAL AND FRIENDLY SERVICE
AMPLE FREE PARKING

CURTAIN FABICS:
NATIONAL &
INTERNATIONAL
CURTAIN MAKING
CURTAIN RODS
TIE-BACKS

UPHOLSTERY:
(BY OUR OWN
IN-HOUSE
UPHOLSTERER)
LOOSE COVERS
PELMETS
HEADBOARDS
WINDOW SEATS

WALLPAPERS
FURNITURE
LIGHTING

ABBOTT & BOYD
BOUSSAC
CASADECO
GP 8 J BAKER
ROMO
JAB
JEAN MUNRO
HILL & KNOWLES
ANNA FRENCH
LINWOOD
MULBERRY
BUSBY & BUSBY
SANDBERG
TITLEY & MARR
RAMM, SON &
CROCKER
WEMYSS |
ROBERT ALLEN

OLD STATION YARD, KINGSBRIDGE TQ7 1ES
(EX LH RENDLE BUILDING)
TEL: 01548-856660/852666
OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 9.30-5.00
SAT: 9.001.00




HORSWIELL DIARY

I love September. 1ts a high altitude platecau
between Summer and Autumn. A place where
one can pause to take stock and admire the
view, Look back - and one can relive the
pleasures of the Summer, Look forward - and
we can prepare for the new season that lies
ahead,

As the last car door slams after the last tearful
goodbye and the grandchildren disappear down
the drive in 2 flurry of waving hands it is with
mixed feelings that we realise the holidays are
over. The children leave looking brown and fit,
wearing their new surfer tee shirts and cluiching
thelr beachcombed treasures. They enquire
anxiously about the safety of the pottery

they have hand-painted in T'omes and the
whereabouts of the smail stuffed elephant

so disastrously forgotten on a previous visit.
Exhausted, we stand on the step and wave our
goodbyes. We are left with our ears still ringing
and a house strangely still, but also with the
warmth of their love, an assortment of their
artworks, and a wealth of unforgettable
memories.

The terrace where we dine by candlelight
provides a natural stage for those with theatrical
leanings. There we have heen entertained

with handstands and cartwheels, virtuoso
performances from the latest school play and
the basso voce solos of newly broken voices,
On the beach young sharp eycs turned our
attention to luminous pebbles that gleamed like
agates amongst the oatmeal tweed of granular
sand, to the pretty white shell and the small
rounded fragment of worn green glass. Each

a new and wondrous discovery, that without
reminder we may have taken for granted, Back
home for tea, the daily procession to Grandad's
Bench is a memory I hope we will never forget,

Grandad'’s Bench, a birthday present from
the children carlier this year, is sited in the far
paddock where it cominands an outstanding
view. In one directlon is the tower of South
Milton church and, across the valley outlined
against the green hills, that of Thurlestone,
Belng far enough from the house to warrant
a reasonable walk, the new seat has made it
a favourite place to stop and rest awhile, an
ideal spot for a picnic tea,

And so to the procession. First is Bertie, our
big hairy dog proudly Jeading the way, barking
importantly to frighten the rabbits and announce
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our arrival. Then comes Grandad wearing the
idiotic hat of the day, driving his red tractor-
mower, Behind the tractor he tows its smalt
trailer containing a collection of the youngest
grandchildren and their mother, all squealing
with laughter and alarm in equal measure.
Flossie the sheepdog is next, rushing around
and around in chaotic circles, barking furiously
al her unruly flock. In desperation she snaps at
the tractor wheels and yelps with uncontrollable
excitement.

The rest of us follow on, bearing blankets and
baskets, ready to push when the trailer gets
stuck on the slippery slopes. Behind us comes
the best sight of all. Old Abo, our much loved
and threadbare Labrador, reclining on a tartan
blanket in the wheelbarrow as he is pushed
with some diffteulty uphill by our long-suffering
and kind-hearted son-in-law. As we progress
ceremonially along the narrow woodland paths
he peers nonchalantly over the barrow's edge,
waving a regal paw. Attracted by all our laughter
and hullabaloo Imran and Betty, two of the
peafowl, complete our retinue, pecking at

the greenery and eyeing us in ever-increasing
dishelief,

But now that all our visitors have gone, there

is lots to do. In the garden, ever keen to take
advantage of our neglect, nature has been
stepping up the battle to regain its territory.
Flowerbeds have become tangled and
overgrown while roses amaze us with their
profusion of second blooms. Hydrangeas and
camellias wilt from lack of rain and hanging
baskets beg for water. The lawns are parched
and undermined by voles, their excavations
now so extensive they rival the London
Underground. Tawny owls swoop and hoot
through the trees and badgers root up the grass
In search of leatherjackets. Squirrels are darting
from tree to tree, stripping bark and stealing
nuts, They sit in the plum trees eating fruit we
cannot reach and drop the conkers from the
chestnut trees to burst them from their spiny
shells. Autumn cyctamen make welcome colour
beneath the trees as high above them a pair of
buzzards soar against a cloudless sky.

The new waterfall we have created is looking
good. Tt will take a while for the stone to mellow
and for the small ferns pushed into cracks to
take root and grow, but the sound of water
tumbling into the pond is very pleasing. We are
cagerly assembling waterside plants to grow
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around It, with Gunnera, Rheums and
Zantedeschia already in position, But first there
is a lot of clearing and preparation to do around
the whole area. Michael's elbow crutch is
proving very useful for feeling the way across
to the island. By using it to locate the building
blocks we placed underwater at the shallowest
point we can just manage to make the crossing
without our waders [illing with water, Even
with it, crossing is a perllous business as the
pondweed is dense and slitmy and on either side
of our makeshift causeway the water drops ten
feet deep.

Yesterday, afier a hard few hours clearing
brambles and detritus from the island and
having negotiated the causeway several times
to assemble relevant tools and remove the
considerabie heap of clippings and rubbish I
had accumulated, I had barely the energy to
return to the house, Determined to get all my
paraphernalia home in one go 1 tied the bucket
around my neck and used it as a container for
all my hand toals, gripped the crutch and rake in
one hand, the spade and fork in the other then
shuffled across the lawn as best I could with a
back that was too stiff to hold upright and a pair
of thigh waders that were four sizes too big.

.- Four of Devon's finest jazz
' musicians playing authentic
recreations of George Shearing
arrangements plus jazz standards
by Ellington, Dave Brubeck, Thad
Jones, John Lewes and others.

FRIDAY 23RD NOVEMBER AT
7.30PM. IN SOUTH MILTON
~ VILLAGEHALL.

o Inc!ude a .-Ch.eese Supg r

45+ avallable from- .

Imagine, will you, my lack of enthusiasm when

I was greeted by a husband too weak with
laughter to speak coherently. When finally he
managed to stammer a few words of greeting it
was to tell me that I reminded him of Napoleon's
retreat from Moscow. If I had had the energy
I'would have told him I didn't know he was so
old,

Through all of this our lovely house has looked
like a ship in dry dock undergoing a refit. It is
shrouded in scaffolding from top to toe with
builders, carpenters and decorators crawling all
ovet it as if playing a glant game of snakes and
ladders. On the basis of “If you're going to have
a face lift you might as well have any other little
flaws sorted out at the same time” repainting the
house has developed into a complete overhaul
of seemingly unlimited duration. It is like living
inside an Advent calendar during the run up to
Christmas, wondering which face will appear at
which window, and. more importantly, when?

In fact, I'm now beginning to wonder how
Christmas lights will look hanging from the
scaffold. Better than the decorator!

Prunella Dart
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KORNILOFF
Residential Home & Hotel for the Over 60’s
BIGBURY-ON-SEA

A family run bome with a hlgh standard of care 24 hrs
Whether you would like to make us your horne, stay for a respite
or just a holiday break, your privacy and dignity will be respected.

We offer—arge. qmgle rooms, inost have good sea, views, or if you prefer, a

twin/double room is available with views, Some ensuites available. We have
spacious lounge and dining areas overlooking Burgh Island and surrounding
spectacular coastline.

Good home cooking, special diets catered for, chair lifts, bath hoists, if needed.

Visiting hairdresser and chiropodist. NVQ trained staff,
Transport provided by arrangement

This is our lovely view of Burgh Island:-

"f-’ i ,/// ) / //,‘

“"l’t —"‘”--

"-*“-~___,__

Why not pop in and sec us by arrangement or phone for a brochure"
Day care available

Registered with Devon County Council
Resident Proprietors: Mr and Mrs G Phillips

01 548 81 0222 Bigbury ~on-5ea




TIMBER-JACK
FORESTRY TO FIREWOOD
4 ISLAND VIEW,THURLESTONE,KINGSBRIDGE,TQ7 3NI
TEL,01548 560 564

Mobile 07866 696 307
A J RHYMES

Are able to offer the following services,
1. Seasoned firewood, nets of logs, and kindling.
2. Firewood processing .
3. Fully trained and insured Tree surgery, for dangerous, dying, or
problem trees, and also high hedge reduction.
4. Stump grinding, new or old stumps dealt with.
5. Tree planting,.
6. Help with legalities and tree preservation orders.

'DON'T BE POWERLESS

" .
Q INTHE.DARK »

# Scrape & Dent Ty, A P\“dreW D Sma ,,’

# Full Rebuild
# Welding / Panel Beating

# Paint Colour Matching Qualified Electriman

# Low Bake Oven Re-wires, Alterations
# All Makes & Models Security Lighting etc
# M G/Triumph / Alpha Specialist Quick ResponSe to
For free quotation / advice Your Electrical Needs
01548 521512 ]
01548 531944 Free Quotations
Proprietor; Andy Aldridge Tel, 01548 561929 Mobile 07870 860703

Unit 6, Torr Quarry, TQ9 7QQ 4 Sunnyside,South Milton,Kingsbridge




Thurlestone Golf Club
TENNIS SECTION

SUMMER 2001 RESULTS

The Tennis Section ran a successful busy holiday programme during July and August.
Thirteen junior round robin tennis tournaments were played and eighteen junior coaching
sessions were organised by Lawn Tennis Association coaches Jonathan Harvey and Jane
Richardson,

Senior mixed, ladies and men’s doubles also were played during August. All events were
supported by locals and holiday-makers. The winners of the cup competitions were as follows:

EGAN CUP (junior doubles under 13 years) Laura Waleski
William Hatch

LEONARD CUP (junior doubles 13-16 years) Ruth Newton
Edward Yarrow

BRYAN BROWN CUP (senior mixed doubles) Mrs V.Handover
Mr Z. Anton

FORTHCOMING ACTIVITIES

The following events will be running during the autumn:

# LADIES DAY-TIME COACHING

Dates : Thursdays 4% 11" and 18™ October
Cost : £18.00 for a seven-week course
£15.00 for a seven-week course for golf & tennis members

# LADIES SQCIAL AFTERNOONS

Tuesdays from 2.00 pm
# COACHING

Junior courses will be run at half-term and small group and individual lessons all the
time. Contact Janet Richardson on 01548-856007 (or mobile 07950-002265).

# COURT HIRE
Non-members and visiting players can hire a court for £8.00 per one-and-a-half hour
sessions. Courts should be booked arid paid for at the Thurlestone Golf Club
Professional’s Shop (01548 560715).

Tennis Section enquiries - Lindsey Fletcher on 01548-560157
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CHASING TRAINS IN BUDAPEST

A headmaster’s further adventures in Eastern Europe

We went to the Keleti Station in Budapest to
reserve our seats for Oradea the next morning.

The mformation counters are discreet, almost
apologetic apertures in an impenctrable wall;

the openings are low and to talk to the chain-
smoking desk clerks involves physical discomfort
as well as reservoirs of stamina to cope with the
torrent of verbiage that inevitably accompanies
something more helpful.

On this day, only one of the five counters was
operating and a lively cxchange seemed to be
taking place between a young woman and a
grey-haired grandmother behind the counter.

The grandmother looked to be a natural
communicator, good at pressing home points and
not overburdened with the prioritics of others.-
She lacked the semi-statutory cigarette so we
would not have our information diffused and
suspended in a trail of acrid vapours.

“Interesting”, we thought, “fow English is now
the first language of communication,” Often,
of course, it is and is almost unnoticed because it
has become so commonplace. Here, however, was
a piece of exquisite irony. The young woman
tried to engage the grandmother in English and
left because she had failed to do so. Without
realising this, I tried to ask her how we could
reserve seats for Oradea, our first port of call in
Romania. Instead of tefling me, grandma then
raftled off the languages she could speak, Deutsch
Francais, Magyar, Italiano. Rushki - each
language receiving, like a number in a nursery,

a finger, stiffened and then wagged as if to
emphasise a fluency in that tongue - but not
English.
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She became a surreal figure in my mind as I
began to wander; she was, to me, the declaimer
par excellence as she held forth, Ino longer
heard her words. When would the clderly
polyglot end this litany of languages? Basque,
Finnish, Catalan, Tibetan, I pondered. But, no
English. Half-imagined and non-existent scenes -
from Monty Python’s Flying Circus fluttered in
my mind. Making the most of a pause in her
verbal battery, I tried to practise some schoolboy
French that had been braced and ready for action
for years. By this time she had lost all interest

in our purpose and was firing an arsenal of an
increasingly rareficd catalogue of linguistic
exotica - Urdu, Tamil, Bantu, Lap - but no
English.

We might go to Oradea, I mused, and travel
throughout Romania, singing and feasting,
arguing and wallowing and disbelieving. We
would admire the chic women of Cluj, be
mesmerised by the pre-Dacian farmers near the
northern border with Ukraine, drink their sour
soup and sleep on their plum brandy. Then we
would return, years later, only to find the old
darling - weaker and more ancient - stili stabbing
out each fingered language in a schedule that now
included Armenian, Erse, Icelandic and Afrikaans
- but no English, '

The vision evaporated. Standing behind us was

a smart man, crisp and efficient, who immediately
took charge and gave her the German that she
required. However, her response came as a
shock, We had come to the wrong station.
Trains to Oradea do not leave from Keleti.

Alvn Williams
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HOUSE REWIRING?
- EXTRASOCKED
DIMPLEX HEATING!

vi-ss |nstallation of...

® Electric Showers @ Cookers
® Smoke Detection ® Refrigerators
® Intruder Lighting @ Ventilation

g_)cwicl g rost élecﬁ'ics ﬁfc[

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

UNIT No. 2, ORCHARD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, UNION RCAD
KINGSBRIDGE, SOUTH DEVON TQ7 1EF

Telephone: KINGSBRIDGE 857222
Emergencies evenings/weekends:

POk Lrsoded nen Counca l;?!




/" THURLESTONE HOTEL N\

Wﬁat can the we offer you? L salon
Hair Salc -

Gy oalon Decleor Stockists
Fudge Hair products Opening houys:
Opening hours: 4 1\;‘1’0" . Fr:
Wed, Thur, Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm
9.00am ~ 5. 00pm Sat
(extended hours by 10.00am - 6.00pm
appointment) (extended hours by

T | appointment on
Lunches available on the Terrace {3: A Thur, Fri)
4 course choice Sunday lunch ’ ’
Fully qualified experienced friendly staff 1 ﬁ

R of Free Parking ’*f@ﬁ% | }h b
Beauty Tel: 01548 560382 Hair Tel: 01548 563524 T

Painter and Decorator

All Exterior and Interior Decorating work

R - Drapes and Bedspreads etc.
Undertaken to a High Specification | B -

New Kitchens and Traditional Curtains, Blinds,

Wooden Floors Fitted by Peggy

Any Jaob, Small or Big

Please Telephone Peter on Tel: 01548 - 560440

01548 B50B76

For a fast, friendly and efficient
service with a smile !l

- .




HARRY HUGGINS’
BEDTIME READING

Bedside books. Things you have read
umpteen times before and can read
umpteen times again, Not too heavy to
hold up in bed. Written preferably in
snippets so you can get to the end of each
piece before falling asleep.

I think the bedside book to end them all is
Gilbert White’s Natural History of Selborne
(Selborne is found between Winchester and
Farnham). Iread somewhere that it has been
translated into more languages than any book
except the Bible, and that it is highly popular
in Japan. Why what an eighteenth century
clergyman had to say about the English
countryside should be of interest to modern
Japanese I don’t know, but that’s what I
read.

White was not the vicar of Selborne. He
couldn’t be, because the living was within
the gift of Magdalen College, Oxford, and he
was an Oriel man. He was not the curate,
though sometimes he took services and, on
occasion, described himself as such. Having
inherited the family house, The Wakes, he
declined to offer himself for preferment
because he did not wish to leave Selborne.

I believe he caused something of a ~oo-ha in
his college because, having been elected a
Fellow, he failed for the rest of his life to give
it up: they made someone a Fellow to allow
him something of an income until a living
was found for him, when he was expected to
resign, but White never did resign - nor did
they dislodge him. He was Junior Proctor of
Oriel for a stint; tried to be Dean but was not
elected.

He was born in 1720 and died in 1793, four
years after the Natural History was published
and thus half a century before Charles
Darwin wrote about his theory of evolution,
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One wonders what White would have made
of that, believing, as he must have done -
everyone did then - in the literal truth of the
story of creation which Genesis describes. In
fact, he had enough to worry about over the
migration of birds; they were starting to think
about it, and didn’t know whether to believe
it or not.

The Natural History consists of letters to two
friends, Thomas Pennant, who wrote about
the zoology of Britain, and appeared to use
White for information, and the Honourable
Daines Barrington. The latter gentleman
gave White his first Garden Kalendar,

in which he wrote the dates when birds
appeared, plants flowered, etc., hoping this
information would tell him when to plant
seeds and so on. They say that stone circles,
such as Stonehenge, were intended for
astronomical observations so they could tell
when seasons were arriving - like you plant
shallots on the shortest day and pull them on
the longest. How people know whether that
is correct T do not know, because the folks
who built Stonehenge didn’t bother to write
anything down.

Quite early in the series White expressed his
regret that he never had a neighbour
interested, as he was, in what he catled
“natural knowledge” because with someone
else with whom to discuss things he felt he
might have made more progress. But to our
eyes he did not progress. e was. a fantastic
observer, refusing to believe anything he did
not see with his own eyes. Sometimes he
tells what he has been told and does not
accept it, as when people said that when a
large chunk of cliff fell down one stormy
winter “at Brighthelmstone”, they found
hibernating swallows amongst the rubbish!

Much of what we take for granted he had to
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find out for imself. For example, harvest
mice. He said they were “nondescript”, i.e.,
had never been formally described and were
not known to science despite being, in those
days, very common. Some were brought to
him and he preserved them in brandy. He
writes to Pennant about “Willow wrens”
(every small bird was called a wren). The
scientific name then ascribed to them was
Motacilla trochilus (Phylloscopus trochilus
now). White realised there were in fact
three species, which we now call Chiffchaff,
Willow Warbler and Wood Warbler. In
August 1768 he wrote that he had specimens
of all three sorts lying before him. He had
no hesitation in having something killed
if he wanted to examine it. He and his
contemporaries believed implicitly in Genesis
“Let us make man....and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the fowl of the air....and over every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth”.

All through the book he continues to puzzle
about the migration of birds. You feel he half
thought they hid up for the winter - after all
he had a tortoise which did just that - and he
half thought they flew away. He remarks

in a letter to Barrington that in riding in
December from Selborne to Ringmer, near
Lewes - seventy or so miles - he kept a sharp
look out for the summer short-winged birds -
Redstarts, Nightingales, Whitethroats etc.
He saw none. But he had never heard that
any of these had ever been found in a torpid
state, as he seemed to think that Swallows
and Martins sometimes were (though he
never found any).

He was even more puzzled that he saw not a
single Wheatear (we see them every spring
and autumn along the cliffs and on stone
walls - you know them by their prominent
white rumps). In autumn the shepherds on
the downs where he was riding trapped these:
“At the time of the Wheat-harves! they begin
fo be taken in greaf numbers; are sent for
sale in vast quantities to Brighthelmstone

and Tunbridge; and appear af the tables of |

all the gentry that entertain with any degree
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of elegance”. e says the birds retired
about Michaelmas, not to be seen again until
March. And although they were taken in
many hundreds of dozens they were never
seen to flock and were seldom seen more
than three or four at a time, so he concluded
there must be a constant progressive
succession.

He writes to Barrington that one year he saw
flocks of House Martins around high ground
near his home. He saw them last on 22™
October, none to be found on 3™ November.
The area was bushy, and he felt sure that if he
had all the bushes dug up and the place
properly examined he might well find all the
Martins from the district hibernating. But
the land was not his property and therefore
he could not have the digging done!

Not all the letters are about birds, nor
migration - he dilates on a range of subjects.
He writes about a row of pollard ash trees,
used in the past to cure ruptures in babies.
When young and flexible the trunk of the tree
was split down and two pieces held apart by
wedges. The poor naked infant was passed
through the split, after which the two sides
were put together and bound up. If the parts
of the tree became reunited, the rupture was
cured!

Probably his best-known commentary is that
on the making of rush lights. The rush they
used grew in damp places - still does, I
suppose, though I don’t recall seeing any
around here. They grew to a bit over two
feet tall, the interior soft pith with a hard
green skin outside. Folks peeled off the skin,
leaving a thin strip to support the pith, and
they then dipped the rush in fat. White
remarked that a good long rush, two feet or

50, would burn for an hour and calculated

a poor family would enjoy five-and-a-half
hours of comfortable light for a farthing.

The very poor, who were “always the worst
economists and must therefore continue very
poor” would buy a half-penny candle every
evening which in their draughty cottages
would not burn for much more than two
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hours. Thus they had two hours’ light for
their money instead of eleven.

And now we go from a book published in
1789 to one of 1999 - Collins Bird Guide.
This is a field guide, one you can take into
the countryside with you. A lot of pictures -
paintings - of birds, with some words. Surely
not what you read in bed? But no, you do.
On our sailing boat we carried a bird guide,
plus The Yachtsman’s Weekend Book, which
to my lasting regret went when the boat was
sold. We sailed on the coasts of Essex and
Suffolk. Tides ran hard, you went with them
because you made little headway against
them. So each day you had six hours or so
sailing, followed by what? You anchored
somewhere. If it was fine, and if there was
anywhere to go ashore you went ashore.
Much of the time you lay on your bunk,
waiting for the rain to stop or the wind to go
down. Often it blew so hard you couldn’t
get ashore. So you read the books. 1 had

a detailed knowledge of that field guide.
When June found a male Citrine Wagtail - the
yellow Wagtail of Russia and places east,
which had never been seen in Britain before -
we knew it at once. We had the greatest
difficulty in getting our local expert even to
go and look When at last he did, he arrived
back on our doorstep at midnight shrieking
“Itis, it is, it is!” So reading a field guide
has its uses.

The Collins one was illustrated by Kitlian
Mullarney, a tall handsome charming
Irishman who took us to Israel in about 1992.
He had been working on the pictures for ten
years. His words-man had died on him. So
had his publisher. T reckoned he had missed
the boat and his labour was in vain as the
Swedish artist Lars Jonsson had beaten him
to it with his Birds of Europe which Killian
carried everywhere with him. But somehow
he got taken up by a new writer, another
Swedish gentleman; he was assisted by a
Swedish artist, and the book was published in
Sweden. It was so well received that Collins
brought it out in Britain. It is brilliant, There
are several pictures of every bird. More than
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twenty of some. It describes over 700
species found regularly in Europe, North
Aftica, and large chunks of the Middle East.
It shows also twenty or so birds introduced
by man or escaped from captivity which now
breed wild. In all there are something like
3500 pictures of birds.

We like it because it is so complete. Pica
Press does a smashing Pocket Guide fo Birds
of Britain and N.W. Europe, but it does not
cover Spain or the Mediterranean - and if you
see a bird you can’t identify you think it must
be something not in the book. Mind you, a
book which includes everything can mislead.

You see something strange. So you plough
through the book untit you find it. We had a
friend in Hope Cove who saw in his garden a
Tristram’s Grackle, a sort of starling. Well,
he said he did. He had been right through the
book and that was all it could be and was

" most upset when we said we didn’t believe

him, Birds do strange things, like June’s
Citrine Wagtail which I wrote about earlier.
But the nearest place for Tristram’s Grackle
1s the southernmost bit of Israel and, unlike
the Wagtail, it doesn’t migrate. We think he
saw a Black Redstart - similar colouring but
much smaller.

The Collins Guide is heavy but at least it is
small enough for someone like me to take on
an expedition, which the Lars Jonnson book
is not - unless, like Killian, you are big and
strong. When published in Britain it was an
instant success. It appeared in hardback and
then they brought out a version in larger print
so you can see the pictures better. In the
original they are a bit small. Then they
produced it in paperback to make it easier to
carry in the field.

It you want a field guide (there are lots of
them) this is the one. Iread it constantly.

Harry Huggins
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YES, WE HAVE NO BANANAS!

Al Parker tests our recollections of another classic composition, and says :
“Most of us will know this fomous first line of the 1920s Music Hall song
but, with echoes of Jim’s stutter in the Vicar of Dibley, here is the full version”:

There’s a fruit store on our street
It’s run by a Greek
And he keeps good things to eat
But you should hear him speak!
When you ask him anything he never answers “No”
He just “Yes’s” you to death, and as he takes your dough
He tells you.......

Yes, we have no bananas
We have no bananas today
We’ve string beans and onions
Cabbages and scallions,
And all sorts of fruit, and say
We have an old-fashioned tomato
A long Island potato
But yes we have no bananas
We have no bananas today
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BUILDING COST CONSULTANCY
&

QUANTITY SURVEYING SERVICES

Advice with :-

Building Procurement Procedures
Estimated Costs
Quotations and Tenders
Formal Contracts

Settlement of Accounts

John Clark F.R.1.C.S.
Telephone: 01548 531372
E mail: jaccqs@yahoo.co.uk

7

T
Claire's Kitchen

‘Cuisine with a flair’

‘ PRIVATE FUNCTIONS:
Buffet, Dinner or Cocktall Parties
Weddings, Annlversariee, Christenings
and Funerals

PREPARED DISHES:
For you to heat and serve
{Speclal Diete respected)

All hireage , flowers, staff can be provided
MENUS AND QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE

CLAIRE J. WALLACE
Winkfield PLace Cordon Bleu Diploma
Woolston Court,West Alvington,

ADRIAN
'|' MUNDY

Independent Monumental

Masons

Memorials: Renovations:

Letiering: Name Plates

A Local Qualified
Craftsman

Competitive Prices

TelfFrax: 01 548 856 340 or
Mobile/Shop 07721-666524
Unit 10, Garden Mill, Kingsbridge

Kinqsbridge. Devon TQ7 3BH
‘Telephone/Fax (01548) 560191

\, www.claires-kitchen.co.uk )

We like
nothing better
than to get under
your feet !

For all your
Carpet requirements,
call in at:

16 Fore Street. Kingsbridge.
Tel:(ofstls) 852168




SELF CATERING
HOLIDAYS IN
SOUTH DEVON

Over 200 Cottages
Houses and Flats

All personally inspected
and approved

Additional Quality
Properties required NOW

in Thurlestone
Friendly, Local, Professional

Coast & Country Cottages
Chuxch St SalcombeT(8 8DH
Tel 01 548 843773
Fax 01 548 843330
E Mail: HolsDevon@aol.comA)

COTTAGES

( YOUR LOCAL GARAGE AND M 0 T TESTING STATION

BLIGHT
ENGINEERING

BANTHAM GARAGE THUR[.ESTONE
¢ fel ngshndgc 560220)

~ BRITANNIA RESCUE SERVICE
SFRVICING&MECHANICAL REPAIRS OF ALL MAKES

Engine Reconditioning and Transmission Overhaulsg

WHEEL BALANCING ON CAR

24 Hour qiﬁgticle RECCVERY and COLLECTION SERVICE

} MOWERS & CULTIVATORS SERVICED

— ~ ACCIDENTREPAIRS
(carriod out by our associated company). . PETROL
LR A"TOBODIES TIRES

Apmvwmmrsfuramaadmglmmcnmpanm _ |
\_ BN & Low Bako Ovan @ ChassisJigs @ Sunshing Rools )




Weather Wag

St Swithin did not materialise this year as |
predicted las: time. There was some rain on a
few days, but overall the children broke up to
a lovely spell of fine sunny weather. It lasted
until August 1* (when our grandson arrived),
then it became dull, rainy and windy apart
from a few days. However, we all got to the
beach and played in the rock pools and
watched the dolphins for a time. We were
able to examine a variety of jellyfish washed
up on the shoreline. Most were the common
one inhabiting our shores, some were very
large and quite forbidding. No Portuguese
Man-O-War thankfully. Many more sunfish
this year though, and recently a sting ray not
normally found in our waters.

August this year was much drier than last
year but had only one more hour of sunshine.
There was a fairly constant film of high cloud
for much of tne time, which kept the record
down (and also the incidence of sunburn,

I suspect). Rainfall for July and August was
much higher this year at 117, 2mm owing
mainly to the deluges in July. August was
well down on 2000 at 28.1mm. Over July
and August the temperature was only 0.6C
down on last year at 18.6C, with August
being slightly warmer than last year. Looking
at the overall picture 2000 was a better year
than 2001 - but only by the skin of its teeth!

Do you, like me, tend to try to forecast the
weather more often in the summer than in
the winter? I wondered why when I was
researching for this article. While reading
Paul Simons’ ‘Weird Weather” it was the
section on Forecasting with Plants and
Animals that caught my eye. I'm sure that
you all know one or two little sayings

which mention animals or plants reacting to
conditions in the atmosphere around them.
Many of them have no foundation at all and
are totally unreliable, e.g., cows lying down
when rain is about to come. They lie down at
any time, don’t they? But perhaps lying down
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By Jan Turner

as it begins to rain means that they reserve a
dry place to put their bulk However, while
reading the section just mentioned, I realised
that most of the animals or insects are about
more in the summer than in the winter.

Paul writes that, despite everything “there
are some pretty striking bits of animal
behaviour which show how well-tuned the
natural world is to the weather”. How about
birds? Paul writes about the robin who has
his own little proverb about his barometric
prowess:-

Robin singing high, fine and dry
Robin singing low, foo wet lo mow.

For as long as anyone can remember, robins
forecast rain within twenty-four hours when
they sing on low branches with their tails
down, but when singing on high branches
with their tails up they signal fine weather.
Maybe there’s something in this because
robins are very stroppy about their territory,
and need song-posts to trumpet their patch.
Only if the weather turns bad will they take
shelter and warble a few muffled notes.

Another is the mistlethrush. The male is
one of the few birds that sings when a
thunderstorm approaches, hence the name
‘storm cock’. The green woodpecker is
sometimes known to ‘laugh’ when rain is
due. My Dad used to call him the rain-bird,
we don’t often hear it down here by the sea
but up in the valley it is quite often heard.
(Chance for some research here. Someone
on the Mead may like to take me up on this)

Some birds can tell us about the atmospheric
conditions by the way they fly, e.g., rooks fly
low and tumble ifit’s going to rain, but if
they fly high it’s a sign of fine weather due.
Swallows and swifts flying high while feeding
signal fine weather the next day, as the
insects they feed on would be close to cover

Oclober/ November 2001




nearer the ground if it was going to rain.

Last evening we were puzzled at the sound
of a cricket in the conservatory, the chirps it
made seemed to follow us around. Paul says
this about crickets: “When the femperature
at night is below 13C (55F) most of them are
silent, then at about 13C they chirp at 60
clicks per minute and the rate steadily
increases with the rising femperature”.

The most impressive forecaster of them all is
the bee.

When the bees crowd out of the hive,

The weather makes it good to be alive.
When the bzes crowd into the hive again,
It’s a sure sign of storms and rain.

Bees adore flying in warm weather. In fact,
they are extremely fussy about the weather
conditions. Too cool, or too dull, or too
windy, and they stay at home. But 20C, low
humidity and winds of less than 4mph see
them busily at work. They can predict a
thunder-storm very accurately, becoming
extremely bad-tempered, and bee-keepers
never open a hive in such conditions. We
don’t know why, but bees may be sensitive
to the build up of static electricity, as they
are known not to like the area around power
lines.

Spiders too have a long folklore of weather
forecasting, because of their sensitivity to
weather, says Paul, Their preoccupation

is rain, and small wonder! After spending

a fortune in time and energy spinning a
glorious web they don’t want it torn to
shreds by heavy raindrops. Precaution against
total destruction sees some punch holes in
their web to offer less resistance. Others
hang on a thread below the web with legs
stretched out to act as down-pipes! The
gossamer web supports they spin are tighter
in unsettled weather, so a loosely supported
web indicates a settled spell. There are many
more to add to these.

A quick mention of flowers. They are good
at short-tertn forecasting by opening or
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closing their blooms, but are not altogether
reliable. They actually don’t like getting
their pollen grains wet, so they just close up
(e.g., bindweed and the scarlet pimpernel -
the latter has been called the ‘Poor man’s
Weather-glass’). Some plants have extra-
sensitive pollen sacs that close as the
moisture content of the air rises; e.g., the
plantain whose anthers squeeze shut on
dewy nights or in wet weather. Some are
remarkably quick: e.g., the bastard toad-flax
whose anthers shut up within 30 seconds of
being moistened. Flowers are also very tuned
in to warmth. A passing cloud can cause a
tulip bloom to close up. The fastest mover
among flowers is the gentian quadrifuria,
which is said to close in ten seconds if the
temperature drops fast enough.

There are also many plants that follow the
path of the sun through the sky. This is
particularly true of flowers in the cooler
regions of the world, or in cold places. In the
brisk sunshine of early spring, when the first
flowers bloom, the open flowers trap heat
like miniature solar collectors. The few
insects that are on the wing fancy a bit of
warmth, so the solar heated flowers are a
welcome invitation to shelter, and the insects
pollinate them in return.

We know that plants can affect the type of
weather, and the pattern of weather, to a
certain extent. This is principally found in the
water cycle. 1know I have written about this
before but 1 make no apologies for repeating
the information.

Plants evaporate water through the pores in
their leaves in order to keep cool and to draw
nutrients through their living tissue system.
This is franspiration and the amount of water
is stagpering. An acre (0.4 hectares) of grass
between May and July transpires over 500
tons of water! This colossal evaporation
actually affects local weather, because the
water vapour lost by the plants makes the air
more humid — a tropical forest is humid partly
because the plants are transpiring. In turn,
the humidity helps clouds form and drop rain,
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which the trees feed on, and so the water
cycle goes round and round. This cycle can
be interrupted by man when forests are cut
down. The air becomes drier and there is less
rain; e.g., south of Bombay annual rainfall of
400 inches per annum has fallen to about 236
inches, with summers now oppressively hot.

The following item I found very interesting
and not a little disturbing, The Panama Canal
needs a constant supply of fresh water to
replace the water lost each time a ship enters
or leaves the canal. The surrounding densely
forested mountains feed fresh water into the
canal, but ecologists found that, as the
surrounding forests were cut down by
peasant farmers, the canal was running low,
Urgent conservation measures have now
been taken to protect the surrounding forests
to save the canal.

YOUR OLD MONEY
WANTED FOR CHARITIES

1. Pre-decimal coins and/or decimal
coins no longer in circulation, such as
the half-penny, are wanted by the
Children’s Hospice South West.

2. Redundant foreign coins and

notes which the Euro will oust as legal
tender from January 2002 are wanted by

the charity Hope & Homes for Children.

This will apply to the currency of
Austria, Belgium, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Ireland, Ttaly,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Portugal and
Spain ( although you will be able to cash
these currencies at a bank in the country
concerned up until February 2002).

If you have any of this (soon to be)
unusable money hanging around and
you want to get rid of it, Diane
Stevenson is collecting it on behalf of
these two charities. She would be
delighted to hear from you on 560273,
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Remember that the Romans cut down the
forests along the northern edge of the Sahara
desert to grow wheat to feed their mighty
army. Although the early effects were fine for
the Roman farmers we now know that the
desert was bound to take over as the rainfall
began to decrease and continues to do so in
vast areas where the plant covering has been
removed. Areas in the region that have been
planted with experimental tracts of forest
trees have proved that deep down there is
water enough to sustain the trees.

The task is almost too great to be realised in
the foreseeable future, but who knows what
our descendants may try and succeed to do
where we have failed. 7 have to retain the
hope that our children’s children will learn
Jrom our mistakes, just as we have done by
learning from those who came before us!
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IN YOUR GARDEN

By now we are well aware that summer

is over. Despite the warmth of the late
September sun - and it has been generous

in this part of the world - the nights are
beginning to feel decidedly nippy. It is
heading up to the time when we may expect
some frosts, so watch the weather forecasts
and be ready to act to save those tender
plants likely to be affected. Seize every
opportunity, if the weather holds, to get on
with the general tidying up of garden borders
- for the more you do now, the easier you
will make your gardening next year.

It’s time t00 to turn out the pots and
window-boxes that you planted up in early
summer and replant with things like winter-
flowering pansies, small hardy fuchsias, ivies,
heathers, and things to add a little ‘height’ to
the container. Very small conifers or hebes,
and dwarf variegated euonymous, also fill
this role well. You can underplant all these
with dwarf daffodils and other small bulbs to
come peeping through in early spring. If you
like tulips, November is an excellent time to
get them in.

Do you want an early crop of sweet peas
next year? Why not think about sowing

seed now, either directly into the soil or in
individual pots - if the latter the plants can be
overwintered under the protection of glass,
hardened, then planted outside next spring.
Sowing sweet pea seeds in autumn generally
means plants less prone to disease as well as
an early crop of flowers.

The greenhouse should now be disinfected if
you haven’t already done it. Also heighten
the cutters on your lawn mower, so that you
are not giving the grass too close a shave,
and continue to cut as long as the weather”
remains suitable. Keep leaves and other
debris cleared off the grass and brush any
worm casts if they are formed.. Roses can be
pruned back a little - cut off some of the top
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growth they have made, to lessen the effects
of ‘wind rock’ as autumn gales set in. While
about it, make sure that ail your tree stakes
and ties are in good order.

If you have some good lush parsley in your
garden, remember to put a small cloche of
some sort over it to keep it growing as the
weather gets colder. That way you will have
a good supply come Christmas. Similarly,
pot up a few pieces of mint and keep them,
well watered, in the greenhouse or a frame
over winter so you will have a traditional
accompaniment for the roast lamb!

As this is being written local gardens are
crying out for water, but what a wonderful
display of leaf colour this year from some
fairly unlikely plants - deciduous azaleas and
our spring friend forsythia for instance; the
first a light but intense orange, the second
the colour of ripe Victoria plums! It is
surprising what overall colour there is in the
garden at this time of year. Even though
the flowers and plants may not bear close
scrutiny, they certainly look bright! I have
two new cactus dahlias growing in my
vegetable patch - “‘Apache’ and “Garnet’-
and their colours are so rich that they deserve
to be in the garden border next year!

Watch out for hibernating hedgehogs who
may have settled in for a cosy winter at the
bottom of your nice warm compost heap.
Leave them to their rest and they will repay
you next spring as they go after the slugs! 1
would dearly love to have one in my garden,
I haven’t seen a single one in this garden in
all the 24 years I’ve lived here, though they
were always around in my previous South
Hams garden. The only ones I see now have
all been victims of road traffic. AmIjust
unlucky, or unobservant, or is there a real
shortage in the Thurlestone area?

Ladybird
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EXT ENSIGNS

\ Renovations
Alterations

Decorations
CARACEES

GENERAL BUILDING
CONTRACTORS |

RAYMOND

WEEKS

MOUNT\/IEW EAST ALLINGTON
KINGSBRIDGE.

Tel: 01548 521319

THE SALON

. Hairdressing for
-men and women

Cindy and The Salon team
‘welcome clients .
old and new

. - We are always
pleased to see you!

43 Fore Street

Kingsbridge 013548-852128

ASSQCIATION

: 'Tc.i%ié?g

Visiting chiropody service
- for the South Hams

'- Douglas V. Smith

M.S5.5.Ch.,, M.B.Ch.A.

CHIROPODIST

| For a comprehensive chiropody

service in the comfort of your
own home

{For enquiries and appointments, |

please telephone
01548) 561304 anytime
(

(answerphone when out on call)




H. R. ADAMS

GARDEN SERVICES

HOLIDAY PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Tree and Shrub Care
Grass Cutting
Hedge Trimming
Strimming, Pruning, Weeding

T Parkfield
Thurlestone
Kingsbridge'
Devon TQ7 3NW

Tel:
01 548
560 664

——
I GRASSHOPPER
GARDEN SERVICES

. FORALLYOUR .
GARDEN MAINTENANCE.
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING, FENCING,
HEDGE CUTTING, CLEARING.

GARDEN DESIGN.
CREATIVE COLOURFUL PLANTING
- OF FLOWER BEDS, PATIO POTS,
AND HANGING BASKETS.
A high standard of work guaranteed with a
personal, friendly, reliable, tidy and
knowledgeable service.

15 Years Horticultural
Expetience

Contact : Elnine or Jeremy

01548 810235

P Mt e ol
i DR

FPersonal service

MIGEL FROST

8.50.(Hons.) - F.B.GC.O.
OPTOMETRIST

CHENE COURT,
POUNDWELL STREET
(next to car park)
MODBURY
(01548) 830944

and
KINGSBRIDGE EYE CARE
I, THE PROMENADE,KINGSBRIDGE }
TEL: 01 548 856 854

Open: WEEKDAYS 9 — 5.30 pm
SATURDAY MORNINGS 9 —| pm

Coniact Lenses, Spectacies, Accessories, 3|
Complete Eye Examinations

K o S O O A S

wmm-_._--ll'
JAN'S CATERING

Next thme yon want to
throw a Dinner Party -
refax, put your feet up -

ring Jan

She will prepare it, cook
it and bring it to your
house ready for the table

it

Cold Buffets,
Boardroom Lunches,
Dinner Pariies etc

For further information
ring JAN
on

01 548 560894

)



¥ At the Bridge Table &

My August article included an example highlighting the importance of taking time to think and
plan before leading or playing to the first trick. Here are two more examples.

1. As defender, you sit West and hold these cards:
Spades Ace, 3: Hearts Ace, 5,3. Diamonds Ace, 9,5,3: Clubs Q,], 10, 9:

You hear the bidding go as follows:

West North East South
Pass 1 Heart

Pass 2 Hearts Pass 2 Spades

Pass 3 Spades Pass 4 Spades

Many of us sitting West with three winners (the three Aces), and knowing that partner is
almost certainly devoid of high honour cards, would opt for the safe opening lead of the
Queen of Clubs. But as South opened Hearts and then rebid Spades he is marked with at least
5 Hearts and 4 Spades. His partner first supported Hearts and must have 3 of this suit. Since
you have 3 Hearts it follows that your partner has at most only 2 and there is therefore an
excellent chance of a Heart ruff. West should lead Ace of Hearts followed by a second
Heart. When he wins the first round of Trumps he can then lead a third Heart to give East a
ruff - and defeat the contract.

2. On the deal shown below South ends up in 3 No Trumps after East has intervened with
One Spade. West led a Spade and East’s King was covered by South’s Ace. On the basis
that the Heart finesse would work, South first started on Diamonds as he saw that two tricks
were needed in that suit. West took the first Diamond and set up partner’s Spades. South
continued Diamonds but East won and cashed three Spade winners - One Down! South went
wrong at trick one when he took East’s King of Spades. If he ducks, East will continue the
suit. But when West gets in with his King of Diamonds he is out of Spades and this suit
cannot be established in time to defeat the contract. But East also went wrong at trick one!
See what happens if East just signals with the 6 of Spades.
The Queen of Spades will win the first trick, but when West

Dealer North
- takes his King of Diamonds he can lead his remaining Spade
4Q) to clear the suit - One Down! The situation in this hand
ggﬁ 052 |- often occurs, and so I cannot stress too much the importance
e Ak of thought and planning before playing to the first trick.
53 # K10964 # Tna current campaign several reasons have been given
gll((s)6543 for the acceptance of Bridge as a “mind sport” and its
10842 inclusion in the Olympics. One of the crucial reasons has

been quoted as “helping the older population to remain
mentally fit”, What could be more appropriate for the
people in “God’s Waiting-Room”? So, if you are not
already a member, why not join one of our local clubs?
Victor

'
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Keep Faith with the Seil
by Hubert N Snowdon
(Orchard Books £5.95)

Hubert Snowdon’s book “Keep Faith with
the Soil” takes up where his first “Born to
Farm In Thurlestone” finished. In the former
he dealt with his very early life. In this new
book his story starts when he leaves
Kingsbridge Grammar School in July 1934,
determined to become a master farmer.

The photographs and useful sketches done by
the author illustrate some of the many farm
crafts used in the days before a lot of farm
mechanisation. It was an era when, in
Devon, the horse still had a large part to play
on the land. As well as using drawings and
photographs, Hubert also includes some of
his own poeiry about nature and the seasons.

The farming world by this time, in the wake
of the great economic crash of 1929, was
suffering severely in the ‘depression’ years
which followed. The story tells of the passing
seasons on the farm at Langmans, of which
his father was then tenant, and encompasses
farming methods employed in pre-war
Devon. It covers the lead up to and the
effects of war on the parish culminating in
1946, just after the end of hostilities, when he
was running Clanacombe Farm.

This book will make a very valuable addition
to the written record of what a farming life
was like in Devon during this period. The
author’s great love of this beautiful part of
the world and his dedication to his work
shine out from every page. Worth buying.

(Available from the Village Shop at
Thurlestone and other outlets)

PM
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Innocence
by Pierre Magnan
(Harvill Press £15.99)

This novel is exceptionally well printed and
beautifully translated from the French. It is
rivetting from start to finish. It is the story of
a 15-year old boy from a village in Provence,
just after the end of World War Two. He
stumbles across the dead body of a local
Resistance hero, which triggers a series of
dramatic events resulting from the passions
and jealousies rife during the Occupation, and
ultimately to his seduction by the beautiful
Madame Henry.

Somewhat unusually, the author apologises in
a foreword for the explicit description of the
seduction - but says it was an integral part of
the story!

GW

Playing Sardines
by Michele Roberts
(Virago £9.99)

This is a collection of eighteen short stories.
Apart from two, I thought they were
evocative, beautifully written and
wonderfuily descriptive. For the
Francophiles amongst you it is a ‘must’, as
almost all the stories have a French
connection - food, cooking, countryside,
ambience and ’amour. There are also
enchanting tales about Venice and London
which keep one turning the pages.

The critic Elizabeth Buchan has said of these
stories “Writing as exquisite and tactile as
this is not to be missed”. What more can be
said!

GW
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Waves of styles just for you

Creative hairdressing with
classic styling for all

Professional Hairdressing
with
Exceptional Customer Service

Tel: 01548-852522

Wedding Packages & Free Consultations
Monday & Tuesday - Senior Citizen Special Days

7 Church Str;eet, Kingsbridge

Aquahairtum Training Studio

2<Personalised Training for Hairdressing
2<City & Guilds NVQ Levels 1,2 & 3
- 2<Trainee to Manager

Also Training in NVQ Customer Service Level 2 & 3
And NVQ Administration Levels 2 & 3

Duke Street Chambers, Bridge Street, Kingsbridge
Tel: 01548-852761



MILK.....
MILK.....

_Let R Bruckner & Sons—our
own flying Dairyman—deliver
to your home regularly

Also Cream.........

Fruit Juice......... Eggs............
| Mineral Water.......... Pop.......

Potatoes............ Bread.......... |

Dartmouth Dairy, Unit 7 Nelson Road,
Dartmouth TQ6 9LA
Tel: 01803 832801

_ £(HFBOUR8ELIIBQIQNH£ARHV

BOOKSHELF

%9, FORE STREKT, KINGSERIDGE
NOT JUST * THE BOOKSHOP AT THE TOP'
THERE'S MORE.........
SEE OUR SELECTION OF

FRAMED MADPS

FRAMED NAVICATION
CHARTS

- ObD PICTURE POSTCARDS

CHOOSE A CARD FROM OUR COLLECTION & WE WILL COPY,
MOUNT & FRAME IT FOR YOU. ..... LOCAL SCENES, ADVERT
CARDS OF YESTERYEAR, OLD GREETINGS CARDS ETC, ETC.

FRAMES FOR COLLECTORS

CIGARETTE CARDS, COINS, DOCUMENTS, ETC, ETC.

ADLBUMS & STOCKEBOOKS
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A WALK IN THE WOODS

Maureen and I set out in the company of
eight others on the bitterly cold morning of
Saturday 21st April to walk in the woods,

no children or dogs being present on this
accasion. Qur objective was to view the bird
life in a variety of habitats and gain a leisurely
appreciation of the springtime flora and fauna
- or s0 we thought!

Two days and six thousand miles later we
were walking in the forest of the Santa
Catalina Mountains of South Eastern
Arizona, goggling at the Red-faced Warblers
and Painted Redstarts flitting round our
heads. Was ail this really happening or would
we wake up tomorrow to FMD statistics on
the Today programme?

The reason for going to Arizona in spring
was simply panic at the closure of our
beloved Slapton and most other sites and

we decided on a bird tour company run by a
friend, despite having no previous experience
of this type of ushered holiday. We travelled
via Dallas to Tucson, our first base, situated
on a desert plateau 2,500 feet above sea level
which is dotted with mountain ranges which
rise like lush subtropical islands straight from
the desert floor with peaks from 6,000 to
12,000 feet, known locally as “sky islands”.
They are alive with birds which can only be
seen by plodding up forested canyon trails.

To get our eye in, we began with the more
common species of the Tucson area in the
Sonora Desert. The soil there is red but the
countryside is pale green with its covering of
mesquite and the wonderful Saguaro Cactus
- the one which develops five or six arms at
15 feet and reaches 50 fect in height at 150
to 200 years of age - the Arizona State
emblem. The main desert flowering season
was over, but scarlet Ocotillo flowers

and those of various cacti and yuccas still
provided colourful offerings for the birds.

Nesting in holes pecked into the Saguaro
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trunks the busy, brightly-coloured Gila
Woodpecker was ubiquitous, and equally
abundant were Gambel's Quails which
made the canyon ring with their eerie calls
resembling a coyote's howl. The only coyote
sighted turned out on closer examination to
be a rather surprised beagle. We saw our 120,143 -
first Humming Birds there. These diminutive S ==
creatures are represented in Arizona by a

dozen species. At first sight they look like

bumble bees, then tiny dark birds which,

as they twist and turn in the right light

conditions, display such an array of startling

colours that you feel you could watch them

for ever. More prosaically, at an evening visit

to the Sweetwater sewerage works (birders

and sewage are inseparable), we saw

thousands of Rough-winged Swallows and

Nightjars joining forces to hawk for insects

over the mercifully non-smelly settling ponds.

The after-dinner call-over of the first day's
efforts revealed that we had confirmed
sightings of 69 species, of which 40 were
new to Maureen and me - “lifers” in birder
parlance. This seemed a good return on

our investment of 12 hours on our feet in a
temperature of 95 degrees (still Fahrenheit
over there). Admittedly the 69 included a
grey streak flashing past the windscreen

of our people-mover travelling at 60 mph,
logged as a Goshawk, and a little brown job
perched a hundred yards away in a torrid heat
haze, so exacerbated by the telescope that the
tiny thing seemed to be jumping up and down
as if on hot coals.

We innocently thought as we fell exhausted
into bed early that night, that a remission
might be forthcoming the next day, allowing
us the luxury of rising at, say, six a.m. to
compensate for the combined effects of the
first day's exertions and jet lag. No way, Jose!
Our leader was one of the noses-to-the-
grindstone school. “You've paid for this. Why
waste time sleeping?” By six o'clock we had
climbed Mount Lemmon and were searching
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for birds among the Ponderosa Pines,
magnificent trees like living telegraph poles in
the straightness of their trunks. They harbour
a large number of species, of which we
clocked up some 30, including the beautiful
Western Bluebird and many colourful
warblers.

We left Tucson, one of America's fastest
growing cities, for Portal, a sleepy hamiet of
two dozen houses and the nearest thing

to Nirvana that a birder is ever likely to
experience, the whole place being given over
entirely to birds, birders and birding. In the
middle of Main Street - the only street, in
fact, and more like a track - a Great Horned
Owl nests in an American Sycamore tree (like
our London Plane) a few feet above eye level,
Most of the houses have feeders in their yards
(gardens) and anyone is welcome to stand
and stare, or sit in the chairs provided by the
householders to watch the spectacle. The
welcoming nature of the Arizonans into their
yards never failed to surprise us. One nice
lady of our party remarked that after this she
would never again complain about people
parking in front of her house in St Albans.

Our guide in Portal was Dave, a remarkable
naturalist of mixed British and Indian descent.
He seemed to know every tree in Cave Creek
Canyon, the home of our first star bird, the
elegant Trogon, a largish exotic Mexican
spill-over, very colourful but devilishly
difficult to see in the dense forest. Dave's
function was to identify the Trogon's weird
grunting call and ours to track down the
target. To add spice, he also found for us a
variety of owls including the Burrowing and
the sparrow-sized EIf Owl. His version of the
vernacular was expressive - he spoke of our
enthusiasm in getting after the birds {with
binoculars) as “like stink on a pig”.

One evening in the dusk a platoon of swarthy
young men filed through the village, who
(we were to learn later) were of a species
unrecorded in the natural history books.
Immigrans Alienus, the one-way, non-
feathered migrant from Mexico, numbering
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some three million a year, and indeed we
were to see many more creeping northward
along creeks and river banks during our
travels. These illegals are driving Dave crazy
and he is considering leaving Arizona.

From Portal we began a southerly loop back
towards Tucson - with a short, unplanned
but popular detour to Tombstone, where the
schoolboys amongst us could re-live the
shoot-out between the Clantons and Earps at
the OK Corral. Although the town is tourist-
tatty, Boothill is still curiously redolent of the
violent days of the old West, as are some of
the grave inscriptions. These range from the
simple lower case recording of the result of a
fight between two bar girls:

Margarita
Stabbed by Gold Dollar

to the more formal:

HERE LIES GEORGE JOHNSON
HANGED BY MISTAKE 1882
HE WAS RIGHT - WE WAS WRONG
BUT WE STRUNG HIM UP
AND NOW HE'S GONE

and the possibly spurious:

HERE LIES
LESTER MOORE
FOUR SLUGS FROM A 44
NO LES NO MORE

Sierra Vista was our next stopover and in

a canyon there Maureen found our second
target star of the tour, the very rare Bufi-
breasted Flycatcher. One of our party had not
seen the bird in ten years of trying. She fell
on Maureen's knees and the Baker stock was
high indeed among our fellows! We joined

in a long drag in the dark up the Huachuca
Mountain, undertaken only by the keenest
and craziest of our party, for another star -
the Spotted Owl - which proved abortive,
The relief of the non-treckers who had stayed
behind to scoff muffins (American style,
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enormous and 700 calories a time) on hearing
the negative news was palpable.

This left just one more star for this area, the
Zone-tailed Hawk, which closely resembles
the very common Turkey Vulture in
appearance and flight pattern. The main
distinction is that the Vulture has a red face
while the Zone-tail's is yellow. Our leader had
sternly decreed that every TV seen - and we
saw hundreds - had to be carefully examined.
Squinting through our binoculars in the

heat haze at TVs became our least popular
pastime, the inevitable hateful red faces
always materialising to mock our efforts. As
we were preparing to leave, a single Zone-tail
appeared from nowhere and obligingly flew
low over our heads. How beautiful to us was
that ugly yellow facel

Sierra Vista town itself produced another
unlooked for species; Americanus Giganteus.
Dining in an “all-you-can-eat-for-$10"
restaurant we witnessed an impressive sight
indeed as a truck disgorged a household of
five. The proud paterfamilias, with the stature
of a silverback gorilla and a stomach
overhang down to his knees, carried such an
overload of avoirdupois that he could move
only with the aid of crutches and the support
of the brawny arms of the equally huge
materfamilias, herself staggering with a gait
threatening the splits at every step. Their
children were miniature copies of maw and
paw. The sheer bulk of fodder consumed and
the rate of shovelling of fish, flesh, fow! and
everything else the restaurateurs could throw
at them, had us gagging. We begged to be
allowed to witness the pudding course, but
the leader unkindly dragged us away to roll-
cail.

On to Green Valley, an Arizona sun town
devoted to the golfing retired. No-one under
55 can own property here and everyone we
met played golf, doubled the golf buggy as a
runabout (environmentally friendly, yeah?)

in the town for shopping, and had a 4WD for
mountain. work - camping / fishing / shooting
deer or bears - at the weekends. They were
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all charming to a man, mainly women in fact,
and not totally, we thought, of this universe.
Here we picked up some very colourful ticks
- birder ticks, not the arachnids that give yon
Lyme Disease - including two more stars,
Vermilion Flycatcher and Lazuli Bunting.

Our final destination was unashamedly
touristic - the Grand Canyon in the north of
Arizona, 277 miles long, a mile deep and an
average of 10 miles wide - 18 in places -and
quite breathtaking. There were legions of
tourists despite the cold weather; it actually
snowed during our time there. Apart from
the canyon itself, two memories of our visit
remain with us. The bad news first.

The Yavapai Lodge where we stayed had
arguably the world's worst restaurant, with
food so foul that it was difficult to believe

we were in the USA or even the western
hemisphere. The stuff dished up by the sullen
Navajo Indians to their unwilling captives
was literally inedible and we all our went
hungry to bed that night. Breakfast next day
was equally disastrous, but compensation was
at hand in the form of memory number two.

One of the world's rarest birds is the
Californian Condor. A large vulture, it was
almost extinct some years ago - downto a
handful of individuals. These were rounded
up and a captive breeding programme
undertaken. When sufficient birds to form a
viable population were available, some were
released into the Grand Canyon, which
proved to be the perfect habitat, though none
had ever been seen on previous tours. On our
second day there five specks were spotted
soaring in a therma! several miles away.
Could they possibly be Condors? Would they
come our way? They were - and they did,
swooping down to take up station on a pylon
just above our heads. We could almost have
reached up and stroked them. Was this
brilliant or what?

“What had this fortnight added up to?” we

asked ourselves, as we sat with our buddies
on the plane to Gatwick, calling down the
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blessing of Allah on the heads of the in-flight
caterers for their marvellous non-Yavapai-
cooking? Well, 206 bird species of which'
over 100 were new to us, a respectable total.
True, we had missed some stars, but these
had been more than made up for by extra

goodies in the form of all the deer, peccaries,

squirrels, lizards, snakes and butterflies we
had seen.

We had experienced something of the strange

life of the car-borne societies of the desert
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think themselves accurs'd t.ﬁcy were not t}wrc, in

THURLESTONE PARISH HALL

HPOH .I"ISPIH J‘ DE)’ 77

(with spologies to Wiilier Shukespesrc and Hengy v}

Monday
October 22nd 10.30 a.m.

for
All Saints' Christmas Cards,
Christmas Goocls, Cakes, Boolrsj .
Children's Siclcshows; Tombols & Rame}
Mincepic, Christmas Cake & Pudding orders,

ST CRISPIN'S FAIR

only 2 months untn] Chrlstmas H

Entry 50p, lnc}udmg Coffee & Crlspm (Cluldrcn I"rcc)
) in aid of Thurlestone Church

towns and cities of the Sunbelt; the generous
attitudes towards wildlife of the gun-toting
Arizonans; air so pure that sunsets are never
red (the rising and setting sun looks exactly
the same as at mid-day); and even true-life
romance. Af one of the sunsets on the Grand
Canyon's rim, a gentleman of the party had

proposed fo, and been accepted by, the nice

lady from St. Alban's.

John Baker

7he. \'9tanb‘orough‘ Chovus
Festival of “Yocal YNusic

OCTOBER 10TH ~ 14TH
ST EDMUND'S, K'BRIDGE
Int aid of Children’'s Hospice South We_st
DAvID ROWE, PETER BAWDEN & “TAKE Note”
Wednesday October 10th 730 p.m,

fg&'ﬁgo CAMEO SINGERS
Iﬁl % Thursday October 11th 730 p.m
\ 4 L0OE VALLEY SINGERS

")
Yesnms® Friday October 12th 730 p.m.

THE STANBOROUGH CHORUS
RossINE PETTTE MESSE SOLENNELLE
Saturday October 13th 730 p.m.

SONGS OF PRAISE with retiring collectlon
Sunday October 14th 6.30 p.m.
introduced by Justin Leigh of BBC Spotight

Tickets £4 each concert or Season Ticket £12
for all concerts from Halifax & TIC Kingsbrldge

Puzzle Corner - Answers

WORDSEARCH
1. EDUCATION 2. BRAINWAVE 3. TRIBUTARY 4. CIGARETTE
5. BOARDROOM 6. GREENHORN 7. YESTERDAY 8. HOLLYWOOD
9. PENSIONER 10. STIFFNESS 11 WONDERFUL 12. MATRIMONY
13, MCDONALDS 14, ISOLATION 15, ASTRONOMY 16. DEVONPORT
17. NASHVILLE 18. NORWEGIAN 19. BOATHOUSE 20. ARGENTINA
21. STARLIGHT

TEN TEASERS
1. Heights 3.J. Galsworthy 5. Chess 7. Beard 9. Mona Lisa
2. Mohammed 4. Suffolk 6. California 8. Telephone 10. Ceefax
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-
Gerrard

We offer a comprehensive range of services:

- Independent Investment Advice -Puﬂf'dlio Valuation Review
-Discretionary Management o -Financial Planning
<Individual Savings Accounts —-ISA’S  -Corporate Kinance

-Probate Valuations

For further information please contact:
Gavin Price St. Catherine’s House 5 Notte Street Plymouth PLT 2TW
Tel: 01752 264000

-36:Offices Nationwide

L Member of the London Stock Exchange Registered by the Securities and Futpnres Authority )

QUALIFIED G R A
CHIROPODIST C/VART, IVR.
VISITING PRACTICE - N U R SE R I E S .
Liz Powell MSSCh MBChA e
Grenville Cottage ' ; ggrﬁfgescfnri"'zgﬁ
Grenville Road . Heathers, Trees,
Salcombe, S. Devon Alpine and
TQS8 8BJ Herbaceous
Specialists i1.1
For appointment telephone: Garden Design
’ , Hed
01548 342062 Rockatios, Gonlfer and Haathor bods.
Free estimates and qualified advice

Treatment of corns, callouses, verrucae,
athlete’s foot ete and advice on general On Loddiswell to California Cross Rond

foot care Tel: 01 548 550754




BURTON FARMHOUSE &
GARDEN ROOM RESTAURANT

~beautifully restored farmhouse and work-
ing farm offering B&B and evening meals

-1 mile Hope Cove, 3 miles Salcombe
~cenirally heated en-suite accommodation

-Garden Rooin restaurant serving delicious
country fayre using fresh local produce

-open to non-residents, Booking essential
-self catering cottages also available
-private parties, weddings, dinners etc
-Fully Licensed

Anne Rossiter, Burton Farmhouse,
Galmpton, Kingsbridge, TQ7 3EY
Tel: 01 548 561 210

Tel:
Joan Brunton
01 548 560 573

DRESSMAKING
ALTERATIONS

LARGE OR

SMAILL
O .

D

 QUICK

RELIABLE
SERVICE

.
VR
L L] %

NEWSPAPERS

MMAGAZINES

NEWSPAPER DELIVERIES

Whether you are a permanent resident or on holiday, why not enjoy the
luxury of having your newspapers delivered to your door?

Liz and Graham offer an honest, early and reliable délivery service
7 days a week. |
No need to get the car out—use our petrol and let us get wet!

From one day to permanent—all it takes is one ‘phone call to
01548 560050
And we can start you tomorrow

Magazines delivered Free

Graham and Liz Clack, Ley House, Links Road, South Milton TQZ 3JR
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PARISH DIRECTORY

BANTHAM SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB Clubhouse 560447 HEALTH CENTRES Kingsbridge 853551
Salcombe 842284
BOWLS CLUB (indoor) Comtact  Eileen Dayment 560295
Tucsdays and Thursdays, Parish HalL 7.30 pm MILK DELIVERY R. Bruckner & Son 01803~ 832801
BRIDGE CLUBS 7pum ParishHall, VILLAGE SHOP  Thurlestone Village Shop M, T,Th,F, 800am -530pm 561917
Wednesdays Coutact’ Mary Fulford-Smith 842467 Wednesday,  8.002m -3.30pm
Fridays Contact Dorothy Stone 560708 Saturday, 8.00 am - 2.00 pra
Sunday, $.30 am - 1.00 pm
CHURCHWARDENS ' Grabam Worrall 562016
Liz Webb 560090 PARISH HALL
) Chairman Rowland Cole 561006
COFFEE TIME (Parish Hall) Contact  Liz Webb 560090 Bookings Pat Crawford 560688
Mondays, 10,30 -11.30
POSY OFFICE Thuriestone P.O. 561917
FRIENDS OF THURLESTONE CHURCH Contact Kit Marshall 560214 .
Open Mon, .H..:om. Thurs, Fri 9.00 am - 5.30pm Wed, Sat, 9.00 am - 1.00pm
THURLESTONE GOLF CLUB Secretary / Manager, John Scott 560405 Postal collections 10.30 am and 4.25 pm Monday - Friday :
TENNIS SECTION Contact Lindsey Fletcher 560157 10.30 am Saturday, 11am Sunday
KEEP FIT Tuesdays. 10 - 11.30 Parish Hall Contact Brenda Murch 560487 POLICE )
Emergency 999 Non-cmergency <alls 08705-777-444
HORTICULTURAL SHOW (annual) Contact -John Lonsdale 560742 Mimnicom users 01392 - 452935 Confidential information 0800-555-111
PROBUS _ Contact Ron Parkin 561215 RUBBISH COLLECTION
TRAMP (Thurlestone Ramblers) _ Contact Tony Ward 560544 Thursday (But Friday in Bank- Holiday - Monday weeks) -
: Green (recyclable) bins alternate Thursdays from 9% August 2001
W. I Contact Jo Parkin 561215
Second Thursday monthly (ex. August) BUSES
2.30 pm Parish Hall. A
. Devon Bus enquiry line 01392 -382800
RECTOR Cancn Andrew Gisting 562219 provides infoermation on all Devon bus services - Monday to Friday 0830 am 10 5.00 pm
South Hams & West Devon ‘ 01752 - 402060
PARISH COUNCIL ] ) . o
Chairman Peter Hurrell 560496 Timetables arc available at a price of 20p from the Kingsbridge TIC
Vice - Chairman Veronica White 560236 . o o
Parish Clegk John Lonsdale 560742 GARAGE  (Blight Engincering) Maurice Blight 560220
District Councillar Carolyn Sieen Mobile 0370 - 965683 o . i
County Councillor, - ) Simon va‘us 01752 - 691212 LIBRARY A?nog_.e H.pg.d.._.% calls alternate son—ﬂﬂmgmv?%-uﬂa_wm 852315
Members David Grose 560375
(Tree Warden) ~ Charles Mitchelmore 560602 11.10- 11.30am Bantham )
Groffrey Stidston 560695 11.35 - 11.45am Buckland Ol Chapel ~ 11.50 - 12.15pm Thurlestonc Parish Hall
Derrck Yeoman 560607 12.20-12,35pm Thurlestone Church 12.40 - 12.50pm Thurlestonc Sands
Kit Marshall 560214
MOBILE FISH & CHIP VAN
The Parish Council meetings take place on Mondays. Sec datos on Diary page overleaf Calls alternate Wedresdays, from 1™ August 2001, 5.00 to 6.30 pm, outside All Saims Primary school,

though continued service into 2002 is uncertain in view of the disappointing lack of current support.



SUNDAY NIGHT IS "2 for 1" STEAK NIGHT

For Sunday Roast Lunch visit the Village Inn. Sill only £5.95
Pop into the Village Inn for a drink and collect your voucher for
our Sunday Roast special Offer!

LAVE MUSEC TOR OCTORER
J& Guitar Wizard NICK T Thurs 1 1th October J&@

"CURRY & KARAOKE"

- FRIDAY 26th OCTOBER
" All you can eat for just £10.00 per person
Choice of eurries, plus many tasty accompaniments

1AVE MUSIC TOR NOVEMBER
FRIDAY 2ND /& HOGWASH &

QUIZ NIGHT - EVERY TUESDAY 8.30PM




EGON Tel. Kingshri d “WHICH'
RONAY 1 ® Kingsbridge GOOD PURB -
PUB GUIDE 260489/560215 GUIDE

. ¢ » ‘
The warm andwelcoming Inn’Place

T Nk 4 e b i i e i . el bt s By

A Fine Free Hou,ge range af Dya
- Cide‘rs, Whnes 112783 Sp'iﬂ'rﬁ‘.““"“ ,
FOOD - Choose From the C’hef;‘ Fresh Local Seafoods-'

Prime Devon weals, Speciality Salads aud o variely of Home
| oo Pyeparved Dishee w0

e ACCOMMODATION

FIVE  DOUBLE ROOMS
4 with private bath & w.c,

& THREE LUXURY
SELF-CATERING
COTTAGES

ught Beer,




