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NEW CAMPAIGN SPEARHEADS FUND-RAISING
IN AID OF THE NEW PARISH HALL

The Parish Hall committee has acquired 624 tubes of Smarties. These will be delivered
with this issue of Village Voice to all the homes in the parish.
You are invited to open the package, enjoy the sweets, then

FILL THE EMPTY TUBE
WITH YOUR SPARE 20p PIECES

If all the tubes are filled in this way, the new Parish Hall fund will benefit by over £8,000
When your tube is filled, please secure hoth ends with Sellotape and hand it to any

of the collectors named below. We can let you have a second tube to fill if you wish.
You can watch the weekly progress on the Smartimeterbarometer at the Post Office!

Please help us reach this target

A BIG “THANK YOU” IN ANTICIPATION
(and we hope you enjoy the Smarties!)

PARISH HALL COMMITTEE COLLECTORS

Rowland Cole Joseph's Garden West Buckland
Bill Clarke 22 Meadcombe Road Thurlestone
Gillian Marshall Leaside Tlbert Road Thurlestone
John Dayment The Paddock Aune Cross Bantham

Joan Mackenzie 7 01d Rectory Gardens Thurlestone
Liz Worrall Beech Lawn Cross Park Thurtestone
Louise Boghall Cedar Rose Court Park Lane Thurlestons
Pat Macdonald 25 Mead Lane Thurlestone

Jo Parkin Ardentigh  Court Lane Thurlestone
Peter Hurrell Woodlands Wast Buckland
Jeanne Barton 4 0ld Rectory Gardens Thurlestone

Pat Crawford Baidland Downs Read Thurlestone
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The waiting is over. The campaign is at last underway.
It was probably the visits to Stoke Fleming’s magnificent
new hall that clinched it. After all the discussion and
debate, and the short term patching options, the Parish
Hall Committee has decided to bite the bullet and go for
the kind of hall that this parish desetrves. Hurrah! Hurrah!

We shall all have to dig deep to pay for it. 'That means
you - and me. All of us. And with Council Tax weighing
in with an 18.5% increase, biting the builet in support of
the Parish Hall committee’s boldness is going to be a bit
tough on the teeth.

"The campaign - as you can see - is setling out to get us all
involved and engaged in this project, with everyone being
given their own Parish Hall piggy-bank in the form of a
tube of Smarties®. Village Voice fully endorses and
supports this plan, and all the members of our team
will be busy saving their 20p pieces and racing to get
on to a second tube! We encourage all our readers to do
the same - it will be fun, and relatively painless - and the
cause is one we can all wholeheartedly support.

Whatever the outcome of the international crisis over
Iraq, in this Parish we can be united - and committed -
in our focus on this purely local issue. So again it’s
“Come on, Delson!” let’s see how quickly we can
smash that Smartimeter target figure,

Now, where did | put my smal! change.......?

® Smarties is a registered trademark of the Nestlé Company
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A HALL FOR ALL

(continued)

The idea that this should be
the Year of the Parish Hall
has been taken up with much
acclaim by all parishioners.
So that is what this year is,
the year of the Hali for All
in Thurlestone Parish.

When I suggested in the last issue
that the Church Hall builders had all
the money they needed, and hinted
that they should donate it all to the
Parish Hall so that we could truly build
ohe hall for everyone in the parish,

I was, they tell me, grossly misled.

Far from the Church having all the
necessary spondulicks, they were so
shocked by the rising building costs

of their proposed hall in the graveyard
that (I am now told) they will soon
embark on a major fundraising drive -
on the parish regular churchgoers, and
other less religious sources of funds in
more distant parts of the kingdom.

Hearing, however, that they had
abandoned having a Church Féte this
summer, with its attendant major
raffle, I assumed that this was the
first step in concentrating all fund-
raising on the parish hall, particularly
as the PCC had officially handed over,
in writing, the féte and raffle to the
Parish Hall Committee. Commonsense,
I thought, had prevailed.

Alas, some people were swift to inform
me that once again I was wrong. The
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reason given for no Church féte was
that "they couldn't find anyone to
organise it". That doesn't say much
for all the retired kings of industry
living round about! There is an old
saying that some people find it
difficult to organise a drinks party in
a brewery, but surely the same thing
does not apply to organising a Church
féte? We shalt be watching the
organisers of this summer's parish
féte very carefully with that oid adage
much in mind,

Anyway, it will certainly be a splendid
opportunity to raise funds for our new
parish hall, and all parishioners should
be grateful to the Church for giving us
this opportunity.

Of course, the Féte Organising
Committee ( FOC in short, but not to
be confused with trade-union-speak
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for Father of the Chapel} are facing
a tough task. The FOC will first have
to decide on the venue.

For many years after 1836, when the
Rev, Peregrine Arthur llbert, who was
Rector of Thurlestone for B5 years,
built a new Rectory for his family to
replace the tumble-down building of
the 1500s, the Thurlestone féte was
held in the grounds there. And on
those magnificent lawns, it was held
each year until at least the start of
the war in 1939. It was also held
there for a while after the end of the
war, before being transferred to the
grounds of what was then the latest
new Rectory, today the private house
called Toyes Orchard.

Though even bigger celebrations like
Queen Victoria's Golden and Diamond
Jubilees were celebrated in the village
with parades of decorated carts, and
sports and games, and singing and
dancing round maypoles, these usually
took place up in Balls Park. But the
yearly fétes held in the Old Rectory
gardens ran them close. Everyone was
there from the whole parish, and the
fétes were financially a winner too.

I know the féte made a good profit,
certainly in the years just before the
war, You see, my grandfather, William
Hill, lived in the village and was known
to one and all (though not of course to
little mel) as "Lor Lurame", from his
habit of muttering, in Devon burr,
“Lord Love Me" at anything which
pleased or surprised him.

He was set to guard the funds raised
on the day. I remember him standing
behind the table just inside the
entrance door in the big wall of the
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Old Rectory, holding a stout walking
stick which for all the world looked
like an enlarged police truncheon. No

~ one got past him without paying; the

village children didn't even try.

“Lor Lumme" was given this task
because he had been a policeman up in
London where he fook part in the hunt
for Jack the Ripper. He had the
dubious distinction of being one of the
first to find one of the Ripper's
victims. Quite what thinking compared
his near encounter with Jack the
Ripper while on the beat in The stews
of Whitechape! with the need to guard
the féte's monies in Thurlestone, it is
difficult to see. But then perhaps the
Parish Council, on which Lor Lumme
served, knew more about the people in
the parish than immediately met the
eyel

The evening of the féte was the time
when the big shape of retired PC
William Kendall Hill would empty a
large clinking bag of coins info the ring
of bright yellow light from a tamp on
the kitchen table in "Woodbine", just
up the village. And then, before a
front row audience of three (my two
sisters and me), he would count the
take, coin by coin, between sips from a
huge mug of local cider, muttering
happily "Lor Lumme, one... Lor Lumme,

two.... .

Let's hope we need more than one
policeman to protect the huge funds
which will be raised by the village féte
this year in aid of the new Parish Hall.
Not that I'm casting aspersions about
the honesty of anyone in the parish.....
Lor Lumme, not for one moment!

Villager
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Parish Council Meeting

17" February 2003
News and Views by Citizen

The Parish Council Chairman, Peter Hurrell,
refreshed after his holiday in Australia, thanked
everyone for sending him a Christmas card whilst
he was ‘down under’. '

Parish Hall

Councillor Mrs White thanked ‘Villager® for the
article in the last edition of Village Voice which had
prompted ‘The Kingsmen” to offer to give a concert
in the Hall on 21 June as a fund-raiser for the new
building.. The 2003 appeal will shortly be launched
with a 600-tube Smartie campaign. [See elsewhere
in this issue for details]

Footpaths & Heritage Coast

After Parish Council representatives met the Golf
Club and the Coast & Countryside Service about
cliff erosion at Leasfoot (the 8" tee and 3 green),

it was thought there were two options regarding
Leasfoot, namely (i) let nature takes its course ;

(ii) seek professional advice. Devon County Council
and the Heritage Coast are to consult together and
will keep the Parish Council advised. The owners of
‘Lockstea’ had applied, unsuccessfully, for planning
permission to widen and use the old road as their
alternative access route. This has gone to appeal.

Recreational Area

On legal advice, the newly-received draft lease and
licence were not discussed in public, and were held
over to a Parish Council closed sesston - which came
as a bit of a disappointment to the attending members
of the public! Later in the meeting Mr Charles
Mitchelmore sought, and received, assurance that
progress was being made with this project.

Annual Parish Meeting, 14" April 2003

The following will be invited to attend:

Sir Simon Day (Devon County Councillor);

Mrs Carolyn Steen (District Councillor);

Inspector Singer (Police); and a representative

from the South West Coastal Path team, which
is celebrating its 25" birthday this year.

District Councillor’s Report

Alas, once more Mrs Steen could not be with us
and unfortunately she did not send a written report.
Could no news be good news?

VILLAGE VOICE
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Starter Homes in Seaview Road

A possible problem was highlighted with regard

to starter homes, which involved local people
exchanging their homes with people from outside the
area - as had happenex in a nearby parish. The local
Housing Officer is to be alerted and invited to take
pre-emptive action. Some excellent news was
reported from local resident Miss Denise Yeoman
regarding ‘housing points” and her own application
for one of these new starter homes. She had been
advised to “keep knocking on the door” and, as a
result of doing so, had shifted up from 16 points
initially to 52 now.

GM Free

Attention was drawn to the fact that the District
Council was applying to Europe to have the South
Hams declared a GM Free Zone.

Trees

Tree Preservation Order 2002 on fand in the vicinity
of Merchant’s Garden has superseded the old Order
which was considered to be both inaccurate and out
of date. Councillors David Grose and Geoffrey
Stidston declared an interest in this matter. Tree
Warden Mr John Crawford said that Evans Estates
will be holding a meeting with Mr G Seagar-Berry
and himself at Stiddicombe Wood on Wednesday,
21% May, 10.30 am, to which anyone wishing to walk
the new path and be informed of planting schemes
would be welcomed..

Car parking charges in Kingsbridge

Councilior Mrs White thanked all the parishioners
who took the time and irouble to write objecting to
these proposals. The overnight parking idea had
been withdrawn, although there would be Sunday
charges.

Post-Meeting note - Audibility

The public would be grateful if Parish Councillors
would speal up at meetings. There is too much
sotto voce, as though Parish Councillors do not
wish the public to hear what they are talking about.
Do have some feeling for the hard of hearing! This
request will be put to the test at the next meeting
which is on Monday 24" March 2003, 7.30 pm at
the Parish Hall.
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| Len and Kate Hubbard
invite you to come and browse at

BURWOOD GALLERY

Thurlestone, Kingsbridge

Leather bags, porcelain, picture framing, pottery and woodturning

WATERCOLOURS by LEN HUBBARD
Telephone: Kingsbridge 560731




OGER

* GENERAL INSURANCE

~ Whatever your insurance needs - private or business,
providing you with the best in the market,

Call now on 852853 for a quotation.

We have an extensive range of products; Put us to the test.

Please contact any one of our team: Miss Yan Byne (Motor),
Ashley Wyeth (Household, Marine ), and Roger Hind (Business). -

Britton House, 8 Fore Street, Kingsbridge, Sy Devon TQ7 1
TELEPHONE: 01548 852853
FACSIMILE: 01548 852578

PLASTERING &
GENERAL BUILDING

FOR FREE ESTIMATES
~ Telephone Ron or jon
01548 560703 / 560778

- Floor Screeding - Stonework - Patios - Extensions -
Exterior & Interior Finishes

3 The Watch, Bantharh, near Kingsbridge, South Devon TQ/ 3A|




Parish Council Meeting

24™ March 2003
News and Views by Citizen

PROPOSED PLAYING FIELD & CAR PARK
NOW A DEAD DUCKY?

One extremely important matter came out of a well-attended Parish Council meeting
on the 24" March.

Council Chairman, Peter Hurrell announced, subject to the approval of those
present and ratified by Council members in closed session following the meeting,
that the projected playing field and car park were to be considered a “dead
duck”. He explained the situation as follows.

When the prospect of a playing field behind the church originally came up
(this was before the Planning approval was given for the redevelopment of
Home Farm/Church Farm) the impression was that Evans Estates would be
‘gifting’ the field at the rear of the church to the parish as a playing field,
something which the Chairman, amongst others, had been hoping would
happen somewhere in the parish for many yeats.

As time passed, the imagined ‘gift’ turned into a lease for the field and a
licence for a car park. This in itself presented a number of problems but the
Council persevered until very recently, when Evans Estates included a
number of conditions into the lease to which, morally, the Council could not
agree. Details of these were not given in open session as the Council are still
in discussion with solicitors, but one point was relcased - the Council had to
undertake not to oppose any Planning applications made in the future in
respect of Evans Estates land.

Needless to say, there was great disappointment expressed by all of those present,
particularly the Chairman who, along with Councillors past and present, had
worked so hard for the past twenty years on the project. Common sense
prevailed, and the meeting agreed unanimously that the project should be shelved.
The result of the tmeeting in closed session is not known at the time of writing this
report, but the outcome seemed pretty certain,

A complication in respect of the proposed Church Meeting Room will arise from this
decision as Planning permission for this building is conditional on the car park being
completed before building work commences. It would now seem that the church
will have to take up the car park matter with Evans Estates.

VILLAGE VOICE The community magazine of Banihany, Buckland, and Thurlestone Aprit / May 2003




Church Meeting Room Update

The architect is finalising the working
drawings, which in the near future will be
submitted to local building contractors to
obtain firm prices for the construction and
associated work connected with the meeting
room

With regard to financing the new meeting
room, and Villager’s impression (as stated
in the last issue of Village Voice) that the
church already had the funds required,
Village Voice has subsequently been advised
that this is not the case.

It has, we are told, always been recognised
that the church would have to seek support
for a proportion of the total cost but, as the
Reverend Andrew Girling made clear in
the February/March 2002 issue of Village
Voice, “We do not envisage an appeal to
the parish at large for funding the Church
Meeting Room”. Any approach for local
financial support will only be made to church
members.

New arrivals

Congratulations to Betty and Jack Rhymes
on the birth of their daughter Kate Olivia,
(another baby born during a snowstorm),
who artived on 4" February, 2003. Also to
Mark and Angie Callard on the birth of
their son Oakley George on 16" February,
in supshine. Welcome, best wishes and
much happiness to all concerned!

Bear Hugs All Round

Linda Chilcott is delighted that the Barn
Dance in aid of China Bear Rescue was
another good evening at the Parish Hall on
the 22™ February. In excess of £800 was

VILLAGE VOICE
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raised for the cause. She sends a big bear
hug to Village Voice for advertising the
event and very many thanks to all her helpers
and those who supported her by coming
along and dancing! {See Postbag]

Lamb Rescue

Two newly born lambs were rescued,
unharmed, by Eric Palmer of Whitley
Farm. After digging with a spade around
a disused badger sett, into which the lambs
had fallen, he had to slide head-first into a
twelve foot deep hole to reach the trapped
youngsters, Helping friends grasped his
ankles and held on whilst he managed,
with effort, to bring out both unscathed.
Latest reporis are that all is well with ewes
and lambs.

NSPCC

If you have got your diary handy, the NSPCC
would like all their supporters to make a note
of the following events they have planned

at the Parish Hall: Spring Clearance Sale,
Saturday 12" April, 2 pm; Bridge Evening,
on a Saturday in October (date to follow);
Christmas Bazaar, Saturday 15" November,
2 pm. There will also be a Coffee Morning
on Thursday 17" July - details later.

Summer Leisure

Have you ever watched a game of bowls and
thought that looks a nice game? Do you like
good company, gentle exercise and a friendly
atmosphere? If the answers are “yes”, then
you might think about joining Kingsbridge
Park Bowls Club. They tell us that
“..experience is not necessary as both
newcomers and experienced bowlers are
welcome. Free instruction by qualified
instructors is available for those who want i,
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and there is no age limit!  There are lots of
opportunities to play informally, and also
compelitively, and many new friendships
have been made on the green. It is a game
where men and women can compele against
each other on a level playing field (or
green!) - a rarity these days in any sport”.

The Club is actively secking new members
for this coming summer season and a warm
welcome awaits anyone who is interested,
A phone call to the General Secretary on
01548-531526 will give you further
information.

Parish of Thurlestone Society

To avoid a clash with the date of the
Kingsbridge Show (6™ September), the 25"
celebrations for the Coastal Path will now
take place over the weckend of SATURDAY
13" SEPTEMBER and SUNDAY 14"
SEPTEMBER 2003 and not as stated in the
last issue.

Over that weekend the Parish Hall will be
the venue for a super two-day art exhibition,
“Aspects of the Parish” [see elsewhere in this
issue for further details] the work from local
artists, amateur and professional, the original
black-and-white line drawings for Village
Voice front covers, photographs and
children’s art. On both evenings there will
slide showings of Peter Hurrell’s unique
collection of archive photographs of this
parish through the ages and, for the first
time, showings of brilliant film material of
flights around the local coast which were
made for the parish millennium video - but
too much to include in the film.,

Guided walks around parts of the Coastal
Path will take place, with specially
discounted lunches at The Village Inn for
participants. Light refreshments will be
available at the Hall on both days. As the
old saying goes “Keep watching this space”
because we are sure to have lots more to add
in the coming months!

¥ILLAGE VOICE
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Loecal treasure!

Caroline Crawford (John and Pat’s
daughter), when lunching as a birthday
celebration at the Oyster Shack recently,
chose grilled oysters, Suddenly she clapped
her hand to her mouth and recovered a tiny,
perfectly-formed, pearl, She presentied
proprietor Peter Lewis with her find and
visitors can see the pearl in his cabinet of
curiosities. Said John “We all knew that our
Avon was tin and gold-bearing, but pearls
are now on the estuary’s list of treasures!”

Rene Miller

Tom Gilkes has kindly sent us this report
about Rene Miller, who died on Wednesday,
12" March, just short of her 96™ birthday.

“She had lived in Thurlestone since 1952
when she and her husband, Sid, came to

- work as cook and gardener respectively for

the Constantine family at Lower Goosewell.

Subsequently, after a short spell living
over the butcher's shop which was then in
West Buckland, they built and moved to the
first residential property in Glebefield in
1957. Widowed for some 17 years, Rene
continued fo live there reclusively but
remained active for her age until she had a
fall in January this year.

A character, she will be much missed by
the small number of people who still had
contact with her”.

School Computer Suite

Following the official opening by Richard
Marchand on Wednesday 19™ March,
arrangements have now been completed for
the use of this facility by the community
computer group “Teamakers”.

The group will be holding training sessions
for both existing and new members on
Wednesdays, after school, between 4,00 pm
and 6.00 pm. Enquiries to Chris White
(560505) or Robin Macdonald (560436).
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Thurlestone School in 1939 - Spot the Pupils

Charles Mitchelmore has kindly let us have this copy of a photograph of Thurlestone School
in 1939, showing 29 pupils and two teachers. Today there are 116 children at the school.

We are assured by Charles that there are six of these youngsters of almost 64 years ago living
today in the parish. The three boys you will be able to identify from their surnames, but how

about the giris?

Back row, left to right
Percy Robins, Tom Tyler, Audrey Mitchelmore, Audrey Ingram,
Marjorie Guisell, Willy Dufty, David Fulford

Miss Tapper (Schoolmistress) Mrs Tyler (Headmistress)
Middle row (girls) teft to right
Joan Clissold, Eileen Prettyjohns, Peggy Tapper, Beryl Robins,
Jean Robins, Joyce Prettyjohns, Josephine Ingram, Barbara Callard,
Ruth Blank, Elsie Robins

Middle row (boys) left to right
Clarence Riley, Derrick Yeoman, Stanley Weir, George Dyer,

Samuel March, John Fulford.

Front row. left to right
Charles Mitchelmore, Russell Doidge, Tom Yeoman,
Peter Doidge, Francis Robins, Douglas Prettyjohns
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WOODWORKING
PROJECTS
MARSH.DAWES
Cottage No6 Bantham, Kingsbridge,

S.Devon, TQ7 3AL.

Phone; 01548 560721 Evenings; 562056.

FURNITURE RESTORATION
IF IT’S BROKEN HAVE IT FIXED
CABINET MAKER
HAVE A NEW ONE MADE
PURPOSE MADE JOINERY

DOORS, WINDOWS, ETC.
IN SOFTWOOD OR HARDWOOD

WOODTURNING & CARVING

MYSON CLEANING
SERVICES

Professional Carpet
and
Upholstery Cleaning

Call Adrian Myatt for
a non-obligation quotation

Tel: 01548 857595
Mobile: 07971 247375

Tel: _ CAR
561947 PARK

THIE GARDEN
PLANT CENTRIE

Alston Nursery
Malborough

Wide selection of top quality
Plants for the Garden

BAMBOOS,PALMS,
PHORMIUMS
HANGING BASKETS
BEDDING & PATIO PLANTS
MANY UNUSUAL CLIMBERS
& SHRUBS
Open 9 am to 5 pm
Wednesday to Sunday inclusive

Abbeyfield
Abbeyfield House Saffron Park Kingsbridge

where residents can live independent
lives but with support and companionship.

A Bed-Sitting Room with Shower-
Room ensuite
Waiting list applications accepted

£151 or £163 p.w. includes Ceritral
heating and Full Board provided by a
Resident Housekeeper/Cook.

Please apply for viewing to:-
Hon. Sec. Mrs E.J.Mills
01548 856976

A home, support and Companionship
for Elderly People.




The Garden Shop

Kingsbridge .
- ] Ag® [ ] tl f

Landscape Dept Bt hesacationat

The Complete Garden Service.

* Garden Design
* Construction
* Maintenance

The Better Landscapers
Contact:- James Tregelles

01548-852541/853888
e-mail mail@for-all-occasions.co.uk

For Flowers and Plants
for Gifts
- Weddings
Sympathy

\ for-all-occasions
M at

The Garden Shop
59 Fore Street
Freephone 080 00 15 14 14
or order on line at
www.for-all-occasions.co.uk

- oCcdsions




PARISH HALL “ma. 4

NEWS

The Parish Hall committee is dedicated to
seeing a new Hall built as soon as possible.
The Committee has wrestled with the ways
and means of achieving this goal - initially
by consulting the user groups to ascertain
requirements - then getting our designer
Maleolm Northmore to translate those
thoughts into plans. This was followed by
negotiations, eventually satisfactory, with
the planning authorities.

For some time we have been fund-raising,
too, as any regular Village Voice reader will
know and, with very generous support from
parishioners and visitors alike, we really
have been very successful, to the extent that
we have already raised about 20% of the
fikely cost of a new Hall.

It has always been our intention to apply to
the community fund of the National Lottery
to make up the required balance but, as
recent press reports have indicated, grants
for village/parish halls from Lottery sources
are no longer quite so generous, and are
becoming much harder to obtain. This means
that our fund-raising cfforts must now be
redoubled.

We urge you, therefore, to support our new
“Smarties” campaign, which has been
master-minded by Veronica White and is
being so enthusiastically supported by
Village Voice and their distributors (who
must have been sorely tempted by the
packets of sweets they have carried round
when distributing the magazine!).

A word about our application for Lottery
funding and the blue questionnaire you
will find in this issue. The relevance of
our proposed new Hall’s facilities to the
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community’s requirements - both curtent
and envisaged - is an important aspect of
the adjudication process. By filling in and
returning this form you will enable Martyn
Grose and David Houghton, who are
completing the application paperwork, to
collate and include the results.

We are asking for the forms fo be

completed and returned quickly
(by 10" April) because we plan to send

our application off before Easter, and
that does not leave too much time for us
to process the questionnaires.

It is very encouraging to have so much
support from so many people and groups
within our community in our efforts to get a
new Hall and, I would thank everyone who,
in a variety of different ways, is involved in
helping us to achieve our goal.

The Annual General Meeting of the Hall
is on Monday 28" April - notice of this
meeting and the agenda are overleaf.

I hope you will be able to attend and raise
any relevant points or questions you may
have.

There are two other fund-raising dates for
your diary:

Saturday 31*' May
6.30 - 8.30 pm Parish Hall
Exhibition by the Thursday Art Group

Saturday 21* June
Evening Concert at the Parish Hall
“The Kingsmen”
details later

Rowland Cole
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1. Apologies
2. Minutes of the AGM 2002

4. Chairman’s Report
6. Election of Auditor

8. Any other business

THURLESTONE PARISH HALL

Notice of Annual General Meeting to be held at the Parish Hall, Thurlestone
on Monday 28" April, 2003, at 7.30 pm -

AGENDA

3. Matters arising from the AGM 2002 Minutes
5. Receive and approve Accounts for calendar year 2002

7. Election of Officers (Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary)

Note : Nominations for any of the above offices must be delivered to the Secretary before
the start of the meeting and nominees, if not attending the AGM, must have given

their written consent to be proposed.

THURLESTONE GOLF CLUB
TENNIS SECTION

Spring Coaching Programmes

On Sunday 6™ April weekly junior
coaching sessions begin at Thurlestone,

Jonathan Howie (LTA qualified) is running
the courses. For further details please contact
Jonathan on telephone number 01395-265726
or at Cranford Sports Club, 42 Salterton Road
Exmouth EX8 2EQ.

Thurlestone will be entering a team in the
South Hams Junior League.

Over the Easter and May bank holidays
Janet Richardson is running junior coaching
sessions and for information please contact
her on telephone number 01548-856007
(mobile 07950-002265). Non-members can
join in the programmes.

The popular Ladies morning group
coaching starts on Thursday 1* May and
continues through until 10™ July. Please
contact Janet for further details.

The Ladies Tuesday afternoon social tennis
starts up again at Thurlestone on Tuesday,
22™ April from 1.30 pm. Non-members are
welcome. There is a £3.00 playing fee.

For club membership information, please
contact the Thurlestone Golf Club secretary
on telephone number 01548-560405.

Non-members can hire a court by booking

at the Thurlestone Golf Club’s professional
shop, telephone number 01548-560715. Cost
£10.00 for a one-and-a-half hour session.

The summer holiday tournament and coaching programmes
will be published in the next edition of Village Voice

VILLAGE YQICE
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THE NEW PARISH HALL
QUESTIONNAIRE

We are in the process of submitting a claim to the National Lottery for funds to build a new
Parish Hall. To give ourselves the best chance of success we need to demonstrate:
(a) Widespread support from all sections of the community for a new building
(b) Identification of new activities or services that the community would like to see
provided in a new hall, which are not possible at present due to the age, size,
condition, and constraints of the existing building

This questionnaire provides an opportunity for everyone to express support for the project and
submit ideas about additional benefits to the community which could be provided.

It is of the utmost imporiance that we have a good response to the questionnaire since
this will form the basis of the most significant section of our Lottery submission.
PLEASE therefore take a few minutes to complete the form and play your part in
providing for the benefit of the existing and future users of the Parish Hall.

Set out below are some ideas for additional activities which might be provided in a new
building. Please indicate, by ticking the box, which of these is of interest to you.

(1) SERVICES
(a) Advice/counselling sessions regarding:

Medical matters

Veterinary matters

Pensions and Benefits (Citizens’ Advice Bureau)
Matters important to the elderly and their carers
Chiropody treatment

Looood

(b) An T facility offering Internet access and computer
training advice on the lines of the existing ‘Teamakers” Club d

(2) SPORTS

The enlarged Hall will have better facilities for indoor sports. Which of the following would
you find of interest?

Badminton
Five-a-side football
Indoor cricket

Table tennis

Pool

Soft-ball tennis
Basketball

Other (please specity)

LoooooDo
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(3).SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL MEETINGS

The new Hall will have full modern facilities for disabled people and the capacity for catering
for larger numbers. Would you like to see the Hall used for:
A regular luncheon club with talks from experts
on matters of interest, particularly to senior citizens
and the disabled?

(M

More use of the Hall for social and family events e.g.,
Birthday Parties
Wedding Receptions
Anniversartes
Christening Parties
Harvest Suppers

oo

Additional educational courses run by Kingsbridge Community
College on the lines of the existing course on drawing and painting? (W

(4) ENTERTAINMENT

The Hall, with increased seating capacity will have an improved stage, good acoustics, and a
loop system for those hard of hearing. Would you like to see:

Performances (plays etc.} by local drama groups
Musical / choral events
Film shows
Pantomimes
Quiz evenings
Whist Drives
Talks on;
Topical matters
Family, local, and natural history
Gardening

L0 ooCcocoo

(5) OTHER EVENTS/ACTIVITIES NOT COVERED ABOVE (please specify below)

It should be made clear that this questionnaire is designed to identify new or improved
activities not undertaken at present. Subject to continuing demand, all the current activities
(WL, Bridge, Bowls, Keep Fit, etc.) will continue as at present.

Please complete this form as quickly as possible and have it ready for collection by Parish
Hall committee representatives. Alternatively, please place it in the box provided at
Thurlestone Village Shop or the Sloop Inn, Bantham, by 10" April 2003.

It is not necessary to sign this form but if you are willing to belp with fund-raising, or
any of the proposed activities, please print your name and telephone number below:

VILLAGE VOICE The community ine of Baniham, Buckland, and Thurlestone April / May 2003
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Rector: Revd. Andrew Girling 562219
Churchwardens: Graham Worrall 562016 & Liz Webb 560090

ANDREW GIRLING WRITES:

Spring’s New [ife
Rain, cold, wind, mist and yet more rain. It has been a long and trying winter.

Our spirits dampened like the soil. Only the virus flourishes.

But tentatively at first, then with renewed confidence, as the harsh barren
ground relents in the first warmth of the sun, the small green shoot bravely
pushes its way through the soil, defying the deadness of winter. The earth is
coming to life again. The shoots, drawn inevitably by the warmth and the light,
go on to burst into triumphant colour and splendour. ‘We are alive’ they say,

inviting us to come alive with them.

As nature re-awakens, so it seems, does the spirit of man. There is a new
lightness in his step, a lifting of the heart. As the lambs gambol in the fields, so
the young couple sparkle in joyful awareness of each other. The old man’s

dreams seem a little nearer. The weary traveller looks out of the window and

draws strength from the world outside,

Each year it is life and not death that has the last word, and the miracle of nature
reflects the truth at the heart of everything: that God’s life is one where hate and
violence, war and anxiety will give way to peace and joy, to love and vitality. This
is the life abundant which Jesus promises, which in the end, triumphs over all
attempts to destroy or stifle It, even war. The life that is available to us now. The
life which proved stronger than death itself as it burst defiantly out of the cold

rock tomb.

This is Christ’s life and it is ours too if we share it with him. Jesus Christ is risen

from the dead. We are raised to new fife with him and he is the Prince of Peace.

HM/»W




Church Sevvices

You would be welcome at any services
APRIL 6™ Passion Sunday 8.00 a.m.Holy Communion (said) (BCP)

11.10 a.m.Matins * {CW)

APRIL 13™ Palm Sunday 8.00 a.m.Holy Communion (said) (CW)

10.30 a.m.Morning Worship for All ages*
Palm Sunday Procession with pony te church

leaves Parish Hall at 10.15 a.m.

APRIL 17™ Maundy Thursday 6.00 p.m.Benefice Eucharist at South Milton

APRiIL 18™ Good Friday 10.00 a.m.Family Service at South Milton
2.00 p.m.Last Hour Devotion at Thuriestone
APRIL 20™ Easter Sunday 8.00 a.m.Holy Communion (BCP) with hymns
' 11.10 a.m.Family Communion (CW)

APRIL 27™ 8.00 a.m.Holy Communion (said) (CW)
11.10 a.m.Parish Eucharist (CW)

May 4™ 8.00 a.m.Holy Communion (said) {BCP)
11.10 a.m.Morning Worship for All Ages

May 11™ 8.00 a.m.Holy Communion (said) (BCP)
11.10 a.m.Matins (BCP)

May 18™ 8.00 a.m.Holy Communion (said) (BCP)

11.10 a.m.Family Communion (CW)
6.00 p.m.Benefice Evensong at Thurlestone

May 25™ Rogation Sunday 8.00 a.m.Holy Communion (said) (CW)
11.10 a.m.Parish Eucharist (CW)
4,00 p.m.Rogation Service in a Barn (venue to be notified)

JUNE 1% 8.00 a.m.Holy Communion (said) (BCP)
11.10 a.m.Morning Worship for All Ages
BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship * = Change from normal pattern
Regular Yy/eekday Services
THURSDAY APRIL 3 & MAY 1 10.00 a.m.Holy Communion (BCP) at White Horses, Bantham

OTHER THURSDAYS (not April 17) 8.30 a,m.Holy Communion (said) (CW)
THURSDAYS APRIL 24 & May 29  8.00 a.m.Informal Prayer

Please note that the church has a loop system & a wheelchair is available

Aomemade Soup S Foughman's (LSunch  Coffee-7ime
MoONDAYS APRIL 7™ & MAY 5™ ALL OTHER MONDAYS
Noon - 1.30 P.M. 10.30-11.30 A.M.

in the Parish Hall
in ald of Children in Distress (April) & Christian Aid (May)

Anyone is welcome to come for coffee &/or ploughman’s and for a chat.
Lifts can easily be arranged by contacting Rosemary Chipman 562013
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BUILDING

| MAINTENANCE BElf

Repairs ~ Painting ~ Plastering

also: Patios, Stonework, etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL ~ FREE ESTIMATE

9 Sea View Terrace, Thurlestone

Tel: 01548 562147

| Mobile: 079 8536 2064

THE COMPL:T:. LOCAL BUILDING SEHVICE

Extensions ® Renovations ® Conversions ©® Alterations

PLUMBING HEATING ROOFING
PATIOS DECORATIONS GARAGES
UPVC WINDOWS DOORS AND FASCIAS

Why not let us give you an estimatg?

wounmmns-' JEST BUCKLAND - mmﬁsamnse

BRIDGE [(FEIEIS60496 or SE0521




PINE
FURNITURE

Large range of hand
finished
Reproduction
Pine Furniture

- Traditional & Antique

Upholstery Renovation

-~ PINE WORKSHOP

4,Ebrington Street, KINGSBRIDGE TQ7 1DE
Telephone: 01548 856002

SOUTH HAMS
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

Expett advice, Sales & installation of
TV, Video and Domestic
Appliances in the comfort of your
own home
Repair Service
Competitive Prices

Free local delivery

Contact Colin Jarvis,
Tel: 01548 559001

Mobile: 07773325316

Loddiswell, Kingsbridge

THE CARD SHOP
For the best choice of
Cards - Small presents
- Gift stationery
Always something different!
We can also print your

Personalised Stationery
Weddings - Letter heads
Parties -Business cards

Call in and see us
24, Fore Street
Kingsbridge
01548 852327

A L ——
STAUNTON LODGE
Bed & Breakfast
Too many visitors?
Big family celebration?
Send your friends and relatives
to me!

. Delightful situation with views over
the Kingshridge estuary.
. En-suite or private bathroom.

] Colour T.V., tea/coffee ,radio
and hairdryer in each room.
¢ Ample off road parking

. Approx 400 yds level walk to town centre.
. Numerous places to eat within easy walking
distance.
Flaine Treleaven (ex. Furzey Close Hotel)
Staunton Lodge

Embankment Road —Kingsbridge.
Tel: 01548 854542, Fax 01548 854421
e.mail: miketreleaven@msn.com.uk
www.stauntonlodge.co.uk




POSTRAG

Dear Editor
Who wants to be a millionaire?

| am regularly intrigued by Villager's
reference to “Millionaires' Row”. | have
looked at ancient and modern Ordnance
Survey maps, road maps, old parish
records, etc., but can find no reference
to this highway. Is it perhaps recorded
in the Domesday Book?

Your, or Villager’s, advice would be
greatly appreciated

Jonathan D Rockefeller, jnr., Vill
Standard Oil House
Thurlestone

Dear Editor

Bread

| am dismayed. | did not believe [ would
see this day; the day that Village Voice
encouraged readers to boycott the
Village Shop and trundle off to
Somerfields! “Villager’ seems to
believe in covert criticism, hide behind
a made-up name and attack from the
bushes.

| say come out and speak to me in
person, tell me what you think of our
bread and | will try to help. The fact

is the only bread we are able to sell

is from Cumber Bakery, one of a very
few remaining independent bakers.

Our sliced bread is fairly pasteurised in
form, | agree, and mass-produced bread
has been of a similar standard since well
before mother lost her pride.

The vitriolic remarks are a product of

VILLAGE VOICE
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‘spin’ - throw-away comments not
intended to cause offence I'm sure,

but they did. If any customer has a
complaint we take it seriously and will
always offer a refund; after all, we wilt
get a refund from our supplier. We have
no problem with criticism, but sniping
from the picket fence is and always will
be wrong. So come out and show
yourself, in person.

Adrian Masters & The Team
PO Stores
Thurlestone

Dear Editor
Black Bears

The barn dance in the Parish Hall in
February raised £827 in support of the
Animal Asia Foundation which rescues
moon bears in China. As reported in the
last edition of Village Voice, these bears
are hunted in the wild, caged, and their
bile removed daily (and very painfully)
as an ingredient for traditional medicine.
A cheap modern alternative exists.

Ticket sales were supported by all wards
of the parish, and by a group from South
Milton. Revellers danced the night away
io the strains of Mrs Crotty’s band and
their patient caller kept us laughing as
we gyrated. We must thank all those
who provided copious food and raffle
prizes, as well as wild-life artist David
Shepherd, who supplied a signed print,
and Swannie who donated an oil
painting of Burgh Island for the auction.

Above all we must thank Linda Chilcott

of Bantham. The dance was her
initiative and she was tireless in
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organising the detail and in eliciting
donations in cash and kind for the cause
of these hapiess moon bears.

Barn dance enthusiasts will be happy to
learn that South Milton are offering a
‘return match’ on Hallowe’en!

John Crawford
Baidland
Thurlestone

Dear Editor

| have recently visited the very
interesting exhibition of the work of
Arthur Rackham at the Dulwich Art
Gallery in London. There was a striking
landscape watercolour picture entitled

“Bigbury Bay, Devon” on display. This
was painted in 1915. The notes indicate
that Rackham painted other pictures at
Thurlestone at this time.

| am writing to see if any of your readers
might know more about this picture or of
any others painted in the Thurlestone
area at the time. 1 have attached a copy
from the catalogue. My interest is purely
one of the history and topography
associated with Thurlestone as my
family have been residents in the village
for many years.

Nick Hide
58 Chandos Avenue
Whetstone, London N20 9DX

Email nickhide@msn.com
Tel: 020 8445 2787

Bigbury Bay, Devon
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- K.G.M ELECTRICS

FOR ALL ELECTRICAL
INSTALLATIONS

Sockets, ,
Extra Lighting, Rewiring,
Security Lighting,
Showers
Fully Qualified Electricians
Phone: 01548 852809

Mobile: 07808 168 586

4 )

(Claire's Kitchen

‘Cuisine with a flair’

o PRIVATE FUNCTIONS:
Buffet, Dinner or Cocktall Parties .
Weddings, Anniversaries, Christenings
and Funerals

PREPARED DISHES:
For you to heat and serve
(Special Diete respacted)

All hireage , flowers, staff can be provided
MENUS AND QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE

CLAIRE J. WALLACE
Winktield PLace Cordon Bleu Diploma
Woolston Court,West Alvington,

Kingsbridae, Devon TQ7 3BH

Telephone/Fax (01548) 560191
k www.claires-kitchen.co.uk }

ADRIAN
1' MUNDY

Independent Monumental

Masons

Memorials: Renovations:
Lettering: Name Plates

A Local Qualified
- Craftsman
Competitive Prices

Tel/Fax: 01 548 856 340 or
Mobile/Shop 07721-666524

Unit 10, Garden Mill, Kingsbridge

An independént family business
FUNERAL SERVICES

A CARING AND SYMPATHETIC SERVICE |
) DAY AND NIGHT

CHAPELS OF REST
Kingsbridge 01 548 857701
THE'MOORLAND

"~ UNION ROAD

KINGSBRIDGE
S. DEVON; TQ7 1EF




SELF CATERING
HOLIDAYS IN
SOUTH DEVON

Over 200 Cottages
Houses and Flats

All personally inspected
and approved

Additional Quality
Properties required NOW

in Thurlestone
Friendly, Local, Professional

Coast & Country Cottages

Tel 01 548 843773

COTr-l A(]E S E Maﬁ?.f gili%ivgagzig.comj

Church St SalcombeTQ8 8DH

\

-

YOUR Loc,ai.'émcm' AND M.O.T. TESTING STATION

 BLIGHT
ENGINEERING

BANTHAM GARAGE, THURLESTONE '
(Tek: ngsbndgc 560220) '

BRITANNIA RESCUE SERVICE

SERVICiNG&MECHANICAL REPAIRS OF ALL MAKES

Engine Reconditioning and Transmission Ooverhauls

WHEEL BALANCING ON CAR

24 Hour vehicle RECOVERY and COLLECTION SERVICE

B MOWERS & CULTIVATORS SERVICED

\'.

“ACCIDENT ENT REPAIRS - :
(carried out by ourassociatod ‘“"‘m* f  PETROL

" J. E AUTOBODIES JECE

Ol
Appmvad rapaunrs for all leading msm!mwmpams
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STIDDICOMBL RESURGINT

A Report from the Parish Tree Warden

Evans Estates has kindly agreed to a meeting of South Hams Tree Wardens in
Stiddicombe Wood on WEDNESDAY 21 MAY 2003, at 10.30 am, to view the
progress in regenerating the wood and to meet the forester responsible for the work,
Mr George Segar Berry. If any parishioner would like to join the meeting, they
would be made most welcome. Please telephone me on 01548-560688 in advance
so that I will know what numbers are involved.

Stiddicombe wood was, and still is, a jewel in the parish crown. It was planted as a
mixed woodland, including sweet chestnut and Scots pine, about 100 years ago and
stands astride the Avon way, about half an hour’s walk from Bantham on the route to
Aveton Gifford. It also marks a half-way point for sailors on the estuary, opposite a
recently-restored lime kiln. The public footpath passes directly through the wood.

Although the wood is a plantation, it was not thinned when the trees matured about
sixty years ago, and during the great gales of 1989 /90 it suffered severe ‘wind-blow’,
losing most of the Scots pines - and alas the heronry for which it was much admired.
Because it is a small property (about 10 acres) on a steep slope and not accessible
from the road, it is unsuitable for commercial exploitation. Two years ago the Estate
decided it should be regenerated in order to conserve the estuary landscape.

This involves:

Felling a number of sweet chestnuts to reduce the canopy
and to provide the stakes needed to fence the wood from
incursions by cattle (a condition of Forestry Commission grants).

Replanting in four ‘coupes’ (selected areas most damaged
by ‘wind blow’) with a mixture of vak, ash, willow, pine and holly.

Provision of self-closing gates at the fooipath exits.

The Aune Conservation Association is contributing to the cost of the work in return
for benefits for the public from the Estate. These include two ‘permissive’ footpaths
and the implementation of a management plan drawn up by the well-know ecologist,
Dr Peter Beale. One of these footpaths runs along the shore of the wood from which
walkers can observe, from cover, the shelduck and the egrets which are such a feature
of the estuary. Most of the felling and clearance work has been undertaken by
Terence Lane.

We hope that Stiddicombe will provide a model for forest regeneration in the parish,
and attract parishioners to enjoy the bird-song, the bluebells and the flowering
chestnuts, for which it was once famous, for many years go come.

John Crawford
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Puzzle Page . .cowm

NINE-LETTER WORD-SEARCH

The answers to the clues can be made up by combining three sets of three letiers from the
grid. When complete, three sets of three letters should remain. Combine these letters to find

another 9 - letter word.

1. A revolting act
2. The original model
3 Smudlecs Confinent EST | STA | LPA | GUE | CIP | GUE | LIA
4. All Sorts
5. Hang it! ALL | TRA | TER | REB | IRE | ITY | DIS
6. An associate
7. Families live in them COL | ACE | KSH | FIR | ROT [DWE | THE
8. Hot stuff
9. Putple rockery flower TOT [ORM | AGO | IRC | BIL | ILL | PER
10. Hearth
11. Debt or obligation UOR | LES | ELL | RIS | AUB | TER | AUS
12. Jewish place of worship
13. On-stage actions SOV | LLI | ATR | LIQ | TEH | PRO | FIR
14. Pleads at the bar
15. Christ’s Apostles RIE | LEA | ASE | SYN | ERE | ICS | NGS
16, Worth more than a pound
7. Herriot county BAR | YPE |ONB | TIA | WHI | ION | YOR
18. Kiss-cost bird?
19. World’s busiest port DAM | ICE | IGN | EPL | WAL | SPO | LIA
20. Take flight up this
21, 777
TEN TEASERS

1. Of which island is Port Louis 6. How many books are there in

the capital? the New Testament?

2.  How many tricks are needed for 7. What is the largest land animal
“Abundance” in Solo Whist? in the world?

3.  In which county would you find 8. What would a German do with
Chatsworth? “Die Welt”?

4, Who wrote, and appeared in, 9. Who wrote “The Hunchback of

“The Vortex” in 19247 Notre Dame”?
5. How many days are there in a 10.  What kind of creature is a
Mercury Year? blenny?
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LOOKING DOWN THE STREET

by Hubert Snowdon

A niece, to whom I am a great-great-
uncle, requested that I painted a little
picture booklet with a story attached for
her eighth birthday. I had compiled one
or two previously, and could not resist.
The subject decided on was Thurlestone,
where the family holidayed, o include of
course Bantham Sands which are enjoyed
by children.

The first picture was Thurlestone - the
famous down-the-village view which has
appeared on a hundred postcards and
thousands of photos, picturesque and
unique, especially since the elm trees
were downed and the sea is viewed
beyond the church. Unique yet with the
thatch, whitewash, trees and flowers
inter-mingled, expected of a beautiful
typical Devon village.

As recently as two years ago I stopped
outside Len Hubbard's, whom I visit
occasionally. It was a beautiful warm day,
the view was exceptional with the sea and
the sky hardly separated in a rare warm,
but soft, forget-me-not blue. T wanted
to stop and paint if!

Going back to the postcards, and my
schooldays - days of horses - it was usual
to see Mr A E Stidston, or other horse-
rider, or a farm cart in the street. Tt
put me to thinking that we saw that view
every day when coming out of school and
took it for granted along with normal
goings-on down the village street. But
the days particularly recalled are those
when something ‘different' happened.

One day a group of people was gathered
outside the Pumphouse, where a boy

ham, Buckland, and Thurlestons

called Freeman from Aunecross had
attempted to climb on the back of a
moving horse and cart, as boys were wont
to do, and caught and broke a leg in the
wheel. Same place, another day, I heard
a boy vell and looked down to see Ronald
Edgecombe holding his thigh. A black-
and-tan bobtail sheepdog had bitten him.

Mr Jack Broad had bought a huge ex-war
horse, branded on the neck with a broad
arrow. This giant was named Hector and
we boys gaped as he was reported as
being able to pull a ton up through the
village. Canvas-hooded horse delivery
vans hawked goods, maybe butcher A
Moore with meat, or Henry Sheriff with
bread from Bantham Bakery. There's a
photo of Henry's van stopped at Rockhill
corner. If it was a Saturday he may have
had Miss Dibshaw in the van.

Miss Dibshaw was engaged as a young
junior teacher at Thurlestone church
school at the same fime my elder sisters
were at the school - just before I started
there. Henry Sheriff was then the tall,
strong, young blood of the parish and
apparently Miss Dibshaw fell for him. On
Saturdays she helped him on his round by
sitting in the covered van and handing him
the loaves for each stop. But tongues
wagged that this was not a suitable
alliance for a young church scheol
teacher. Very meanly, I think, she was
obliged to leave the school by orders of
the church school authority or by her own
resignation. I hope she had better luck
elsewhere.

Henry remained a bachelor with strength
and bravery enough to rescue drowning
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Major Hoare from the strong current at
Bantham. He was rewarded with a gold
watch but, sadly, Henry eventually had
the bad luck to strike his head and die,
having fallen off a bicycle that broke on
Thurlestone's steep hill.

A more remarkably thing in those days
was to see six horses pulling a very heavy
wagon. My father as a boy lived with his
parents at Rockhill - in the part that later
became the Post Office. They worked
with horses. One day, father told me

he was amazed to see arrive at Rockhill
corner six smart horses hauling a huge
furniture van with a load to be delivered
at Ilbert's Rockhill or possibly Inchbold's
Grey House {now The Downs) - I forget
which. Father watched with interest,
The horses were 'vanners', lighter and
faster for distant road work than heavy
horses.

The men spoke with upcountry accents,
enquiring an address. Three pairs of
horses and a large van are of considerable
length to turn up the Buckland road and
straighten up in line again before they
could pull the heavy load up the slope.
Father was further amazed at, on
command, how fast the leading pair

whipped round the corner and pulled

the rest into line to set of f up the slope.
A very smart team of men and horses who
knew their job. (That's a piece of old
history - probably the first time its been
recorded!)

The stones for Grey House were railed
to Kingsbridge then horse-and-carted to
Thurlestone. Other stones were brought
by boat from Plymouth, dumped on the
beach, then carted to Rock House lime
kiln, or road sides to be broken up for
road mending.

At night there was sometimes an
unbelievable sight, noticed annually
looking out to sea about November time -
if no south-west gale was blowing. I
remember coming out from school after
evening practise for the school play we
put on each year at the Thurlestene
Hotel. In a cold east wind hundreds of
lights twinkled out on the sea from the
herring fishing fleet. It was just as if
the city of Plymouth had moved south.

Sadly there are no herrings - penny each
- any more/!

Hubert Snowdon

THURLESTONE PARISH COUNCIL

Requires a part-time Clerk

Training will be given, but computer skills and driving licence essential

Please apply in writing to
Mr John Lonsdale
12 Meadcombe Road, Thurlestone, Kingsbridge, TQ7 3TB

Closing date for applications - Monday 7* April 2003
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After parking at Torcross on the
12" February, twelve of us set out,
g in fine weather, to walk towards

"~ Slapton. A keen birdwatcher in our
group pointed out a Goldeneye as we passed
by the Ley. In Slapton village a camellia
and a mimosa in bloom made splashes of
colour. We walked up the hill from the
village, keeping to the lanes because the wet
weather during the previous week had made
other paths too muddy to use. At Deer,
Bridge, where the water was very high, we
had a short coffee break.

On we went to Frittiscombe down an old
lane. We admired some poultry roaming in a
field as we made our way in bright sunshine
on towards Stokenham. We stopped for
lunch at the Church House Inn at Stokenham,
and there we were joined by another walker
for the afternoon. After lunch we set off

up the hill and through Widewell Plantation.
There were superb views across country

and over to the sea all the time during the
afternoon walk.

Next, to Widecombe House, following tracks
{o join the Coastal Path above Beesands.

The final part of our expedition took us back
to Torcross to the cars. It was yet another
enjoyable walk in good weather!

SW

R My first walk as a “Tramp’ leader -
g’ was I up to the job? Prior

o, reconnaissances led me to think

" that this walk was not going to be

a great success (because of the poor weather

and lots and lots of mud!) but luckily the

previous few days were dry and the day itself

was sunny, if a trifle cold with the prevailing

east wind.

So on the 12" March ten walkers - including
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two new convetts - plus one dog met at the
parish hall car park and two more joined us
at Lee Mill where the walk started.  We set
off as quickly as possible to leave behind the
incessant noise of the A38 traffic and were
soon deep in the quiet of the rolling Devon
countryside.

As we progressed higher, glorious views of
the moors appeared and, when we stopped
for breathers, equally glorious views of the
distant sea were enjoyed. With a mixture of
minor roads, field footpaths and woodland
paths, we progressed through Sparkweil and
eventually reached, all too briefly, our only
stretch of moorland.

We had lunch at the Mountain Inn at Lutton,
where we all enjoyed a very splendid and
inexpensive meal. The afternoon’s walk
consisted of a gentle ramble back to Lee Mill
again through more of the beautiful Devon
countryside.

Al the end of this walk everyone seemed fo

have really enjoyed themselves - so I could
award myself a pat on the back!

RH

CALLING ALL SAVERS
GOT THE TASTE FOR IT!

GO FOR ANOTHER!

BECOME A DOUBLE - TUBER

April f May 2001




KATE’S
KITCHEN

EASTER SPRING LAMB

England, Wales and Scottand are renowned for their lamb in season and our animals have the
advantage of being free range. Moreover, lamb is one of the most easily digestible of meats
and therefore particularly suitable for the young and the old. April is the traditional time for
the arrival of West Country lamb in the shops so, with Easter approaching and the probability
of many of us having seasonal visitors, and so quite a number of extra mouths to feed, here is
a simple-to-prepare but deliciously different recipe for this Easter classic. It uses boned leg of
lamb which the butcher will do for you if you ask him nicely!

Ingredients

A large boned leg of new season’s English lamb (not rolled)
6 slices of good quality ham

3 cloves of garlic, peeled and crushed

2 tablespoon clear honey

Salt and ground black pepper

Method

t. Spread crushed garlic on all the ham slices and pile them, one on top of the other.

2. Place the lamb on a board, skin side down, then season.
3. Form the ham into a ‘sausage’ and place it inside the lamb cavity. Roll and tie

with string
4. Trickle the honey over and roast in the usual way - but do not overcook!

What could be simpler? This dish looks pretty when sliced, tastes delicious and has the
added advantage of being very easy to carvel

Kitchen Tips - Freezing Kggs

To freeze egg whites, pack them in a lidded container leaving head-space. No beating or
addition of a stabiliser is necded. Return to room temperature before using, especially for
meringues.

To freeze egg yolks, stir them lightly before the addition of half a teaspoon salt or three-
quarters of a teaspoon sugar to each five yolks. Pack in lidded containers, leaving head-
space, labelled for sweet or savoury use. One tablespoon of egg white and one tablespoon
of yolk, which have been frozen, will equal one whole egg when combined.

VILLAGE VOICH The coumiunity magazine of Hlonibam, Buckland, and Thurlestore April / May 2003




- Housk REWIRING?
EXTRA SOCKET?
DIMPLEX HEATING!

-------

ki

2% We are registered
installers of all Dimplex heating apphances

siaied: Installation of....

® Electric Showers ® Cookers
@® Smoke Detection ® Refrigerators
® Intruder Lighting ® Ventilation

Q)cwicl g rost élecfrics .chl
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

UNIT No. 2, ORCHARD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, UNION ROAD
KINGSBRIDGE, SOUTH DEVON TQ7 1EF

Telephone: KINGSBRIDGE 857222
Emergencies evenings/weekends




MULTI METHOD PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING AND GUARANTEED
GUARDSMAN PROTECTION OF
CARPETS RUGS UPHOLSTERY

CURTAINS AND LEATHER

Safeclean

The furnishing care specialists from
GUARDSMAN

Oriental and antique rug cleaning and repair
Spot, stain and odour removal

Carpet patching

Leather cleaning specialists

Recommended by leading local furnishing
manufacturers and retailers

All work fully insured and guaranteed

Pree estimates and advice given

JoffHopper
Master Blacksmith
Metnl Py forge

. The Finest Quaility
Tradidtonal & contemporary
Hand forged Tron Work

Gardewn Sculpture; Gardew Furniture,
Gatey, Roddings; Wood burning Stoves:

Established since 1969 AlL aspecty of residential s public
FREEPHONE Commissions undertakery
0808 1 449072 For d froo Quote
Tek 01543 562243 MobilecO7 965589704
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
TF YOU LIVE ROUND HERE.......
PAINTING YOU NEED JUST TWO BOOKS
and
DECORATING “THE STORY OF THURLESTONE,

Interior & Exterior
. Always reliable
« No job too small
Reasonable Rates
Graham and Liz Clack
Ley House
Scuth Milton

Tel: 01548 560 050

'BUCKLAND AND BANTHAM?” with

100 Old Photographs telling the

tale. £8.95
“SHIPWRECKS OF THE SOUTH
HAMS” Over 70 very

local shipwrecks in full detail and

pictures. £9.95

FROM ALL YOUR LOCAL SHOPS.....
DON’'T WALK ABOUT
WITHOUT THEM!




HORSWELIL DIARY

Clothes festoon the walls and cupboards
of our dressing room, the hastily discarded
costutme changes of the past few weeks
waiting to be put away. Wedding outfits,
hats and shoes mingle with evening dresses,
party frocks, morning suits and white tie
and tails, rerninding us of speclal friends
and clegant events, 1t has been a hectic
time, blurred by frantic journeys up and
down the M5. If it were possible to collect
air miles by travelling on a Motorway, we
would have earned a free trip to the moon
by now.

Meanwhile, on the home front, endless
visitors have left us with heaps of laundry
that resemble the snow-capped ranges of
the Himalayas, and larders and cellars that
look distinctly bare. Not that 1 am down-
hearted by all the ironing that lies ahead.
On the contrary, I am expecting a rush of
energy at any moment. Nor am I unduly
worried about our depleted booze supplies
(mmy husband has a tame bat that guards
those anywayl). Why am I so insouciant,
so uncomplaining?

Well, having been screened for food
sensitivities and vitamin and mineral
deficiencies, I am now on a new regime.
According to my diagnosis I am, for three
whole months, to avoid: wheat, yeast, tea,
coffee, dairy products, sugar, beef, peanuts
and, as if that were not bad enough, alcohol
as welll 1n exchange for this appalling
deprivation I am assured that I will have
organs that work perfectly, a squeaky-clean
liver and a much-needed surge in my
energy levels.

The consultant is a nice, intelligent woman.
I want to believe her. Besides, her fees
would have bought us a decent meal at

the Savoy and I don’t want to go hungry for
nothing. T think I could have managed a
wheat-free dlet, or a sugar-free diet, perhaps
even an alcohol-free diet, but everything
(or rather nothing) all at the same time?
What is there left, for heaven’s sake? I now
stand peering into the recesses of fridge and
larder desperate to find something I can eat.
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T ask you: “Is it possible to survive for three
months on rice-cakes and elderflower tea?”

In the garden the air is alive with the song
of birds staking out their territory. Already
they are in pairs and busy ferrying twigs

to build their nests, Blackbirds, a robin,
blue tits, a wren, and a pheasant join our
peacocks for breakfast outside the French
windows. On the other side of the glass, the
dogs Bertie and Flossie watch with interest
without scaring them away. Meanwhile,

1 swallow another handful of vitamins and
tnunch on an catcake, ttying not to envy
them their peanuts and breadcrumbs.

The ducks are making nests all around the
garden, some hidden under bushes, others
behind trees or mucked into grassy hollows.
With Monsleur Renard taking nightly strolls
up the driveway, they will need all the
cover and camouflage they can find.
Goldfish - a generous present from Sally and
her daughter Alice - now swim in the large
pond. On sunny days we can see a glimpse
of silver or gold amongst the green weed

as Flash and Jaws swim with their friends,
exploring their new home.

The snowdrops are nearly over now but
there are violets, primroses and daffodils

to take their place. They look wonderful
beneath the camellias, spreading up into
the woods. I read somewhere that daffodils
are edible, primroses tco. So, If I get really
hungry I can forgo the tofu and soya milk
and rely on flower-power instead!

Thinking of flower-power reminds me of the
hippy days of the early seventies. My sister
and I drifted footloose and fancy-free across
America, driving the slow route from New
York on the east coast to San Francisco on
the west. Hawaii was to be the next stop.

I remember clearty our arrival in Honolulu
airport. The baggage hall was crowded with
groups of young boys in uniform. They
appeared tense, uncertain, with pale faces
and eyes round with fear. Summer school,
I thought, or maybe the first day of term.
Their anxiety haunied me. It was several
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days later that I discovered they were
not school boys, but the latest intake of
conscripts drafted in to fight the Vietnam
war. To me, at twenty years old, they
looked like children.

My sister and I shared a large rambling
house on St Louis Helghts, overlooking
Honolulu, with eight other young people -
five gitls and five boys between the ages
of 20 and 23. All of we gitls worked to pay
the rent, while the boys were all Vietnam
veterans on final Rest and Recuperation,
waiting to be sent ‘home’. During the day
the boys stayed at the house or went to the
beach to smoke dope and reminisce. In the
evenlngs, we would take it in turns to cook
and then eat dinner together as a ‘family’.
‘The conversation would start with ‘surfing’
but always ended with ‘war’. Again and
again they would go over the details of
every battle, every manoeuvre, trying to
rationalise their actions and expunge the
cruellest memories from their minds.

All remembered in graphic detail their first
‘kill', especially the civilians: the mother
with her baby strapped to her back, planting
rice in a paddy field, caught in the crossfire
between North and South Vietnamese; the
child sent into their camp to beg for food,
volatile explosives hidden under his clothes.
None could forget the horrors they had
witmesses and none felt able to move on.

They had been plucked from their loving
families and gentle, clvilised lifestyles to be
dropped, after negligible training, into the
hell of war. Afterwards, they felt unable to
return to their ‘apple-pie’ mothers and neat
suburban homes, They were changed men,
their lives damaged or destroyed by their
call to arms. Of our five house-mates, only
two ever made it home,

As yet, the men we are sending to Iraq are
not conscripts but trained men who have
chosen the armed forces for a career, but
when I see their young brave faces on the
television the memories come flooding
back. Above all, I pray for their safe
homecorming, and that the welcome they
receive makes the battles they have fought
worthwhile. I have seen how important it
is that the difficulties of re-integration with
their families and friends are understood
and made easier to bear. Like Vietnam, war
with Iraq Is an ‘unpopular’ war; it lacks the
full support of the nation. But whether or
not war is ever justified, the men who make
up that fighting force deserve every ounce
of our admiration and respect.

As civilians we have the luxury of our
opinions and the freedom of our actions.
The armed forces have orders to follow and
lives that will be changed forever.

Prunella Datt
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Conservative Women’s Constituency Committee

ANTIQUES EVENING

At the Thurlestone Hotel
On Thursday 3™ April at 6.30 pm

With
Robin Barlow FRICS DL
Fine Art Consultant and Valuer

Tickets @ £14 each which include the valuation of one article, and a Light Supper,
are available from Scilla Grose, Kennedy, Thurlestone, TQ7 3NP (phone 560375).
When applying for tickets please give a brief description of the article for valuation,
and the owner’s name. No Jewellery, please.
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Bed and Breakfast

Trisha Wilson,

2 Horswell Cottages
South Milton, Kingsbridge
Devon TQ7 3JU
Tel: 01548 561 328

Lucllle Tomlinson, BSe (Hons), MSCh.

State Registered
Chiropodist

Visits undertaken in the South Hams area
including T.ourlestone

Have your feet treated at home by a State Registered
Chiropodist
Or
Visit the modern, well equipped Surgery '«
7 Victoria Place, The Promenade, Kingsbridge.

% Friendly, experfenced, professional care and treatment.
(ex NHS podiatrist)

o A comprehensive range of treatments available for all foot
conditions as well a3 routine care

For further details or to make an appointment,
please telephone (01548) 831420

J & G PERROTT
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

to the South Hams for over 100 years
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
24 Hour Personal & Professional attention
15 Duncombe Street, Kingsbridge

TELEPHONE (01548) 852302

A Member of the Funeral Standards Council
Pre-Payment Plan available

Co-operative Funeral Bond

It is sensible and practical to plan now
for your funeral. With a Co-operative
Funeral Bond you can tailor-make
funeral arrangements at today's prices.
No further costs will be incurred
regardless of when the funeral takes
place. So when your loved ones
need us, we'll be there

For peace of mind call us on
FREE PHONE (0800} 7317822
At any time

Tre Couperitive
CFusrral [oNo

When you need us, we'll be there

1218
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MILK.....
MILK.....

Let R Bruckner & Sons—our
own flying Dairyman—deliver
to your home regularly

Also Cream.........

Fruit Juice.........Eggs............
| Mineral Water.......... Pop.......

Potatoes............ Bread..........

Dartmouth Dairy, Unit 7 Nelson Road,
Dartmouth TQ6 9LA
Tel: 01803 832801

o SALTFR’S
8 BOOKSHELF

89, FORE STREET, KINGSBRIDGE

NOT JUST ¢ THE BOOXSHOP AT THE TOP
THERE’S MORE.........

SEE OUR SELECTICON OF

~ FRAMED MAPS
FRAMED NAVICATION
CHARTS
OLD pmq“mw POSTCARDS

CHOOSE A CARD FROM OUR COLLECTION & WE WILL COPY,
MOUNT & FRAME IT FOR YOU ..... LOCAL SCENES, ADVERT
CARDS OF YESTERYEAR, OLD GREETINGS CARDS ETC, ETC,

FRAMES FOR COLLECTORS

CIGARETTE CARDS, COINS, BOCUMENTS, ETC, ETC.

. £(HFBOLMBH%ITGQTCWTéhNEMFo

ALBUMS & STOCKBOOKS

FOR COLLECTORS OF POSTCARDS, STAMPS, CORNS ETC.
ASK TO SEE THE MULTI-MASTER SYSTEM,

POSTAL HISTORY & POSTAL STATIONERY
ALYAYS A SELECTION IN STOCK FOR COLLECTORS

FICTION BOOKS
POP IN AND BROWSEN

\—

TERRY REEVES
PRINTING

20 Townsend Close
West Alvington
TQ7 3QA

“*QUALITY
*SIDEED
**SERVICKE
“*COMDPETITIVE
PRICES

Teléphone
01 548 853517

j

-

QDD JOB SERVICE

No Job_Too Small!!

For All Types of
CLEANING

Light Gardening
Grass Cutting

Holiday Homes
Security Check

Tel: IVY 560 551
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HAND BAITING ON THE BANTHAM AVON

by Peter-John Dixon

It's the summer of 1945; there is a V] Day
bonfire on the Ham.

Pleasure boating or rather “messin’ around
in boats” is once more a possibility, except
that my grandfather’s (Surgeon-Captain
T.B.Dixon) re-launched ‘Celandine’ had
“worms in her bottom” as | apparently put
it. How she was returned to her original
buitders, Cove of Salcombe, | don’t know,
but she was rebuilt/refitted there for full
use in 1946. She was a small half-decked
general purpose sloop with inboard Stuart-
Turner.

Thus came my first experience of spinning
for mackerel and, one exciting evening,
being late with getting my line in, catching
a five-pound bass in the Salmon Pool.
(Note: not that ignorant title sea-bass’so
beloved of restaurants and supermarkets -
sea-bass are a different genus and live off
the American east coast).

How to catch more bass? Apparently |
would need proper live sand eels as bait
....but how to go about it? 1 had the efforts
of professionals like fim Elliott and Jim
Steere pointed out to me so | copied them
- with little success until Mr Steere, the
‘weskitted’ and gaitered ex-Navy CPO and
then ferryman, put me right.

After that | spent many a year bass fishing
from ‘Celandine’ and my aunt’s {Dr Mary

Dixon) dinghy ‘Coot’ using self-caught bait.

(Half of ‘Coot’ [portside] now forms part
of the bar in the Sloop Inn}. Then came
the use of cheap monofilament nets with
their generous owners, and the old skills
disappeared.

Last summer, more than fifty-six years
since I'd first learnt, 1 thought I'd give hand
baiting another go after a twenty-five year
break. It all came back. 1 caught six sand
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~eels, and with them three bass. Here's

how - the sand eel part that is.

Wear shorts or tight trousers and suitable
footwear against the real possibility of
stinging weaver fish. Have an old-
fashioned tin biscuit box gripped between
the knees. The box should have small
holes in its base and contain some
seaweed, plus a few pebbles for weight
balance. Cover the palm of the left hand
(assuming you are righthanded) with a
piece of old inner tube approximately

4" x 4", preferably Dunlop but Englebert”
would do, kept in place by a slot for the
thumb. In the right hand have an old and
deliberately blunted bread knife - the type
with a wooden handle with the word
‘Bread’ and some corn husks carved on it.

Walk against the river current in knee-deep
low tide water where the sand is loose.
Plunge the knife vertically into the sand
and draw it towards the opposite hand,
taking about two seconds. Every now and
then resistance will be felt. Sometimes it
will be a flat pebble but every now and
then it'll be a sand eel. Move the knife too
fast or use too sharp a blade and you'll cut
the bait-to-be in half. Get it right and you'll
trap a wriggling fish against your palm to
be quickly popped into your biscuit tin and
from there, if you have a boat that stays
afloat at low tide, into one of those wedge-
shaped bait boxes that are still used by the
netters. A dead sand eel is no use as bait.
If you cannot store them live, use
immediately. Fasy, always provided your
spine is in good condition!

Enquiring grockles can usually be
persuaded that you're panning for gold.

* As was the case in 1952 for my ex-works
class winning R1 Jowelt Jupiter at Le Mans.
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PARISH OF THURLESTONE SOCIETY (POTS)

Calling all Artists

POTS is organising an Exhibition of Work by local artists,
amateur or professional, and by children,
to celebrate the

Silver Jubilee of the Coastal Path from Aveton Gifford to Hope Cove

SATURDAY 13" & SUNDAY 14" SEPTEMBER 2003

at

Thurlestone Parish Hall

We would like any local artist to produce one or two works
that could be exhibited in a group show

There are only three restrictions:

1. Subject The work must be about some aspect of the coast related to places that
are accessible from the path

2. Size As a guideline, if you do a painting or photograph it should not be larger
than A3 or about 20 inches by 16 inches when mounted

3. Mounting The work must be securely mounted or framed ready for exhibition.
POTS will hang the work, but will not be responsible for providing frames

or plinths

If you want to be more experimental and make three-dimensional works, collages or
mixed media, these should also be small-scale and not too large to be included in a
mixed show with limited space. |

The organising group from POTS will NOT make any quality judgements and will try to
show at least one work from everybody, provided there is room.

There will be prizes offered for work by school children in different age groups.

WORK MUST BE SUBMITTED BY 9" SEPTEMBER 2003

All enquiries to
Malcolm Le Grice (01548 - 5621.65) or Len Hubbard (01548 - 560731)
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" TIMBER-JACK

FORESTRY TO FIREWOOD

4 ISLAND VIEW,THURLESTONE,KINGSBRIDGE,TQ7 3NH
TEL,01548 560 564 =

Mobile 07866 696 307
A ) RAYMES

Are able to offer the following services,
1. Seasoned firewood, nets of logs, and kindling.

2. Firewood processing .

3. Fully trained and insured Tree surgery, for dangerous, dying, or
problem trees, and also high hedge reduction.
4. Stump grinding, new or old stumps dealt with.

5. Tree planting.

6. Help with legalities and tree preservation orders.

# Scrape & Dent
# Full Rebuild
# Welding / Panel Beating

# Paint Colour Matching

# Low Bake Oven

# Insurance Work

# All Makes & Models

# M G/Triumph/ Alfa Specialist

For free quotation / advice
01548 521512
01548 531944

Proprietor: Andy Aldridge
Unit 6, Torr Quarry, TQ9 7QQ

Andrew D Smart

Electrical Contractor
Design installation Maintenance Repairs

Re-wires, Alterations
Security Lighting etc °

Quick Response to
Your Electrical Needs.

Free Estimates

Tel. 01648 561928 Mobile 07816 940643




R
t

Your Local Consultant

LINDA QUINN

Stay in for a great night out !
Book a party & indulge yourseif

-Free Treatments
-Free Products
-Special Host Offers

For a fun filled party with friends
Phone Linda on 561862

Why drive into Plymouth when you can
have the BODYSHOP come to you?

individual orders also taken

BURTON FARMHOUSE &
GARDEN ROOM RESTAURANT

-beautifully restored farmhouse and work-
ing farm offering B&B and evening meals

-1 mile Hope Cove, 3 miles Salcombe
-centrally heated en-suite accommodation

-Garden Room restaurant serving delicious
country fayre using fresh local produce

-open to non-residents, Booking essential
-self catering coltages also available
-private parties, weddings, dinners etc
-Fully Licensed

Arnine Rossiter, Burton Farmhouse,
Galmpton, Kingsbridge, TQ7 3EY
Tel: 01 548 561 210

within the local area

Curtains-
PELMETS
TIE -BACKS
CUSHION COVERS
BED COVERINGS
ALTERATIONS etc

MANDY COLE

Telephone
01 548 531832

e 1 et

Have you ever
Considered playing
| GOLF

Why not try a Golf Lesson ?
with a PGA Qualified instructor!
vou don't need any equipment

For an appointment call
01548 760715

Laugher's Golf Shop
Thurlestone Golf Club




RRY HUGGINS
TKKES TO THE BOATS

In our bit of Devon we are lucky in having
three places which are pretty good for
wildfowl and wading birds - the estuary at
Kingsbridge and those of the Tamar and the
Exe. Well, the thing at Kingsbridge is not
really an estuary because what flow into it
are no more than rivulets - the water coming
from those pipes under the loos by the car
park could hardly be called a river, and as
far as I know that is the biggest input it gets.
In fact it is a ria, a drowned valley,

Experts say that once upon a time the Avon
went out to sea through the gap at Salcombe
(long, long ago); that made the estuary.
Later the river was diverted, probably by ice.
The other two estuaries, Tamar and Exe,
have proper rivers, rivers which have come
a long way through the Devon countryside.
On the way they pick up silt, to be deposited
as the flow meets the sea. That makes nice
big, oozy mudflats, rich in all the things
wildfowl and wading birds like. Make no
mistake, Kingsbridge gets a lot of birds and
there are other animals and plants which are
extremely interesting, but nowhere round
these parts gets the birds that the Exe estuary
does.

Various entrepreneurs (Tony Soper used to
be one) take people on boats to see the birds
(usually in winter because that is when the
birds are there). We did one with him up the
river from Dartmouth. This must have been
in early autumn, because we hoped to see an
Osprey - we didn’t. We did see a Kingfisher,
sitting on a branch over the water. First they
nosed the boat in so the people at the bow
saw it. They then turned the boat round so
those at the stern saw it. The Kingfisher
stayed, folks thought it was a stuffed one
Tony had put there. Then it flew away.

For years Tony did what he called “Avocet
cruises”, up the Tamar. Looking at my
Avocet record card (no computer - [ am
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computer illiterate), I see we went five times
from 1983 to 1991. The Avocets increased
from 76 to 202. They were Avocet cruises
because this was at that time a very rare bird,
breeding in Britain only on Havergate Island
and at Minsmere, both on the Suffolk coast.
There were more in Holland. Since then,
protection has helped them and they have
done well, but I don’t see their ever
becoming garbage birds.

A Canadian journalist called Joey Slinger
wrote a book entitled Down and Dirty
Birding. It is a very thoughtful book, rather
rude at times, but birds are rather rude at
times. He refers to garbage birds, ones
which are so common that they get in the
way and you never look at them. For many
people in Britain Starling was a garbage bird
(I always liked them). But not any more,
they have got too rare for that. In fact it

is hard now to think of a species - maybe
Hetring Gull. But that has all sorts of
different races and plumages, and is far

too interesting to be a garbage bird - except
when the so-and-sos nest on our roofs.

We went on three trips either at the end of
November or the beginning of December,
started from Saltash at low water, and
motored up slowly with the tide. It had to
be a low water, when the mudflats were
exposed - when the tide was higher the birds
were too far away. I suppose there were
Godwits and Redshanks and things as well
as Avocets, but the latter are all [ remember.

In the bow the boat had an open deck, good
views but no protection from the weather.
There was a large cabin, out of which you
saw little, and an upper deck: we went up
there and tucked ourselves behind the
wheelhouse. You know you remember the
summers of childhood as unbroken sunshine
from April to the end of October. Well, we
remember these Avocet trips as icy cold, so
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we froze, or incessant rain, so we drowned.
After about 1991 Tony announced he had
done it for some twenty years and gave up -
in any case he was starting to spend a lot of
time away as resident bird expert on cruise
ships going to the Antarctic and wherever.

We knew the RSPB did bird cruises on the
Exe. But they started from Exmouth and it
seemed too far to drive round there, do a trip,
and drive back again. However, in February
this year we decided to give it a try. Not
with the RSPB - what they do usually gets
pretty crowded, There is an outfit called
Stuart Line Cruises which does things out
of Exmouth Marina (what used to be the

old commercial harbour, surrounded now
by yuppy houses painted in psychedelic
colours). Irang - 01395-222144 if you ate
interested - said I would call nearer the date
we wanted to go, when we might have some
idea what the weather was likely to be, was
told they were nearly fully booked already -
this was a month before our proposed date -
and I had better book at once if we wanted to
get in. So we booked and took a chance on
the weather. It was brilliant on the day we
went.

Getting there was a bit easier than expected.
We allowed two-and-a-half hours and it took
one-and a-half. There are brown signs
saying “Stuart Line Cruises” to tell you
which way to go. The boat looks exactly
like a floating double-decker bus. The lower
cabin is heated, there are loos and a little bar
where the crew-lass sells rolls, hot drinks,
and glasses of wine. Most people piled into
the upper cabin whence they thought they
might see more, True, probably, because
although there is a roof there are no
windows. Below there were rather grubby
perspex screens; with the heating they kept
the cabin warm. Being wimps, we went
there, had plenty of roomn to spread out and
saw just as much as those above. It was one
of those sunny days when the temperature
got barely above freezing and when the
people up above came down for a warm they
looked blue.

We set off. The skipper gave us a little talk
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about safety. [ think that, like acroplanes,
they are obliged to do that. He was brief:
there were 194 life jackets (he didn’t say
where) and if the boat sank we could get
out and walk, the estuary was so shallow.
Commentary was by one Rod Lawrence.

1 don’t know how often he does it, probably
three or four times a week in winter. Birds
stick usually to the same places and he knew
exactly where to find them. Could no doubt
do it with his eyes shut.

The tide was low, of course, when we started
- this is a very wide estuary and once the
flood really gets going birds ate far too far
away to see from the water. In fact when the
tide is high and they cannot feed, many sit it
out on surrounding fields. The RSPB reserve
at Bowling Green Marsh, behind Topsham,
is a favourite place, a grassy meadow and a
lot of water. To get to it you drive through
Topsham as though going to Exmouth, turn
right just before the level crossing, park in
the Holman Way car park and walk the short
distance through to the reserve. Thereis a
hide with a couple of parking places by it,
where T confess we have usually gone, but
the natives are apt to be hostile.

Swimming and diving everywhere were Red-
breasted Mergansers - the winter-time ducks
you can see from the Crabshell when the tide
is in. They have punk hairstyles. The ladies
are greyish with reddish-brown heads. The
gents are splendid fellows - grey, black and
white bodies, reddish breasts, their heads
look black, green actually, their bills red,
long and thin.

There were hundreds of Oystercatchers, big
waders, black and white with red bills and
legs. They open mussels; hanging around
were Herring Gulls which make a living by
seizing the mussels the Oystercatcher has
just opened. Standing about on the mudflats
were Great Black-backed Gulls, ready to join
in when the Shags and Cormorants started to
fish. When a bird got a fish it had to surface
to swallow it and if it was a flatfish which
took some swallowing, a gull would grab it

As we went upriver we stuck sometimes and
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had to wait for the rising water to lift us off
again. On the cdge of the mud were Grey
Plovers, solitary miserable-looking things,
dull grey with big black eyes. Very different
from when they are in summer plumage.
Then their backs are spangled black and
silver and their throats and bellies are black.

in the lower part of the estuary were Bar-
tailed Godwits, grey-brown with quite plain
wings (in summer their heads and bodies
turn brick red). Higher up were Black-tailed
Godwits, longer necks and legs, and when
they flew their wings and tails were patterned
black and white. Rod Lawrence reckoned

¥

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT

these were now the rarest birds on the
estuary (we saw 150 or s0), rater than the
Avocets which in winter now number around
600 - the greatest number anywhere in
Britain except on Brownsea Island in Poole
harbour, where they get 1100. I suppose two
species of Godwit were separated because
their feedings requirements differ, and the
mudflats are not the same everywhere.

We saw a little group of Sanderlings, small,
sitver-white waders. They must have found
a patch of pure sand - this is what they like.
Go and look on Yarmer beach in August,
which is when they are migrating through,
and you will see them scampering about just
above where the waves are surging up the
beach.

VILLAGE YOICL

The cointunily magazine of Bantham, DBucklznd, and Thurlosione

There werc quite a lot of Shelducks, big,
black and white with chestnut breast bands.
Lawtence remarked that these feed on
hydrobia, snails like tiny winkles, about an
cighth of an inch long. The Avocets eat them
too. They live on the surface of the mud and
a Shelduck will consume about 40,000 every
day. They say that mudflats which the tide
flows over are the most fertile places there
are, that an acre of mussel bed produces far
more protein than does an acre of grass with
farm animals. Fertile it needs to be to feed all
those birds!

There was a flock of Golden Plovers, close
relatives of the Grey Plovers but far more
gregarious. Also a few Lapwings. We

have had them all winter in the valley at
Thurlestone. They have looked black and
white. In the bright sunshine these on the
Exe looked vivid green, which is why at one
time they called them Green Plovers.

A lot of Brent Geese (black nearty all over
and quite small for geese) winter on the Exe.
Gordon Waterhouse said in the Gazette

that he an his helpers counted 81 on the
Kingsbridge estuary in February. Tere on
the Exe was a flock which the man said
totalled about 900 - we didn’t try to count
them for ourselves, but, intrigningly, two had
red rings on their legs. You don’t catch an
adult Brent Goose easily, so most likely the
rings were put on when they were goslings.
They breed on the most northerly land there
is - in Arctic Russia and Siberia. Had some
Russian scientists been busy?

Someone asked Rod Lawrence why so many
of the big waders were standing on one leg.
Easy, he said - it is cold and birds lose heat
through their legs. So to minimise heat loss
they stand on one and stick the other up their
jumpers!

At Topsham the boat turned round and
churned back against the flood to Exmouth.
Still plenty of Mergansers to see but the
mudflats were covered now and the rest of
the birds were very distant,

Harry Huggins
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[N YOUR GHURPEN

Everything is slowly starting to grow and green
up again as winter draws to an end. It is now,
particularly, that we need to guard against
slugs and snails, two of a gardener’s worst
enemies, before they make inroads into those
succulent newly emerging shoots!

A solution of ground coffee in water is how
being put forward as an excellent slug killer.
Save your old coffee and coffee grounds, add a
little water (as | understand it works with as
little as a 2% solution of coffee), then dampen
the ground with the coffee liquid. This will,
they say, kill the slugs furking underground
with a 75% success rate.

As far as the snails are concerned, a good old-
fashioned after-dark torch-lit search and
collection, particularly following rain, is one of
the surest ways of tackling this problem. How
you dispose of them I leave to you, but bear in
mind that if you merely ‘toss them over the
fence’, as it were, they will be back in your
garden again fairly soon.

Going on to more pleasant garden tasks, if yous
did not get round to sorting out any badly
overgrown bearded iris last September, it can
be done now, although you may not have too
many flowers. Cut back the leaves to about 6
inches, remove the old woody paris of the
rhizome, replant the small newer growth, not
too deep, and put in a sprinkle of plant food as
you do it. {f bearded iris are left to their own
devices they eventually stop flowering.
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Once you see some fat buds on your
hydrangeas (about now), you can remove the
tops of the stems which held last year’s flowers,
Don’t cut down too hard or you may lose this
year's flowers. Cut penstemons down to the
ground now, split up if the clump is large
enough, but discard the old woody bits.
Another plant that benefits from being cut right
down now is lavatera,. Although it is nota
long-lived plant it provides invaluable colour
and requires no fussing. Cut back buddleias
(davidlij) now too.

At this time your garden will benefit from a
dose of a general fertiliser and a good hoeing to
work it in help keep weeds at bay.  If you have
any home-made compost, spread it as a mulch
after rain. Do not be tempted to cut hedges too
drastically once the song-birds start to nest. |
will never forget cutting back a thick bushy
stem of euonymus only fo come eye-to-eye with
a hen black-bird sitting on her nest, | can’t
think who was the more surprised, me or the
bird, but she did not stir. Apologising
profusely to her, | hastily repositioned the
branch into the space from where it had been
cut. All went well, thank goodness!

Although the daffodils and other bulbs are just
beginning to come into their own, by the time
you read this they will probably be in their most
full and beautiful bloom - a promise of tonger
and warmer days ahead! Sadly, the daffodils
have only a fairly brief season, and it will not
be long before they are over and done with in a
lot of gardens. Please don’t be in a hurry to
‘tidy up’ - six weeks from end of flowering to
cutting back is the golden rule for disposing of
bulb leaves.

And don't be tempted to buy bedding plants or
take seedlings out of the greenhouse too soon.
Remember that the dangers of frost are by no
means over yet!

Ladybird
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Why go to the City af London when, by'choosr'ng Gerrard, you can let the City come to you?

That's because, at each of our lacal offices, you'll find a team of exparienced investment specialists, with alf
the resaurces necessary to halp you make the most effective use of your money,

As one of the UK's largest companies focused on crealing and managing wealth, vee offer;
® Your own tailormade investment portfolio
® Your own personal investment manager
® Very compatitive management fees
e A pational network of local offices

, . o . »
For meve information, and to arrange a meeling, please call Gavin #rice at our Plymouth office on: J

01752 264000 2
s, 3 ot s Gerrar

www.gerrard com ' creating and managing wealth

Gerrard Limited js requlated by The Financial Services Authority and is a member of the Londan Slock Exchange.
Registered address: Ofd Mulual Place, 2 Lambetfr Hill, London ECAY 46G, Gerrard Limited is a member of the Old Mutual group of companies.

QUALIFIED G N
CHIROPODIST V.

Liz Powell MSSCh MBChA
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Grenville Road Heathers, Traes,
Salcombe, S. Devon Alpine and
TQ8 8BJ Herbaceous
Specialists in
Garden Design

For appointment telephone:

Shrub borders,Feature Trees, Hedges
01548 842062 ' Rockeries, Conifer and Haath’er ba%a

Treatment of corns, callouses, verrucae, Free estimates and gualified advice
athlete’s foot etc and advice on general On Loddisweil to Callfornia Cross Road

foot care | | Tel: 01548 550754 J




NEWSPAPERS NEW ! NEW Y MAGAZINES

NEWSPAPER DELIVERIES

Whether you are a permanent resident or on hcliday, why not enjoy the
luxury of having your newspapers delivered to your doox?

Dave and Sandra offer an honest, early and reliable delivery service
7 days a week,
No need to get the car out—use our petrol and let us get wet!

From one day to permanent-—all it takes is one ‘phone call to
01548 853132
And we can start you tomorrow
NEW !! NEW !
Magazines delivered Free

Dave & Sandra Edmonds, 22 Henacre Road, Kingsbridge,TQZ 1DN

DRESSMAKING
ALTERATIONS
FRIENDS PROVIDENT
A Nick Quinn MLIA (dip) FPC
O SMALL

Financial Adviser

Specialist Inheritance Tox
and Investment Planning,

QUALITY
Al aspects of personal
RELIABLE financial advice,
SERVICE | Thurlestone 561862 /07736 101828
Joan Brunton nickquinn@friendsprovident.co.uk

Thurlestone
01 548 560573
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The Great Blizzard of 1891
Kingsbridge History Society

I'm writing this book review on the exact
day that Thurtestone, Buckland and Bantham
came to an abrupt halt, cut off by walls of
snow. And I'm writing it at 12 noon, the
exact time that the first dump of snow
smothered our villages 112 years ago.
Tempting fate, you might well say. But

then the Great Blizzard of March 9th, 1891,
seems to have been something of a one-off,
and so far this year we have had nothing
more than the merest sprinkle of snowflakes.

All right, all right, the Ides of March are next
week and I'll be beware of them, but I don't
think any harm will come from drawing your
attention to the story of the Great Blizzard
of '91 as told in a splendid booklet, just
republished by the Kingsbridge History
Society and available in local shops at £2.95.

The original little book was published by
local historian and author James Fairweather,
shortly after the Blizzard had finally melted
away. Much of the content had already
appeared in editions of the Kingsbridge
Journal and the Salcombe Times, which were
printed as soon as possible after the snow
stopped. In the reprinted booklet, which has
photographs of the time added, you will read
of 26 feet high drifts, of farmers walking
along hedgetops to try and rescue their sheep
and lambs, and that the road to Bantham
alone was blocked by walls of snow of over
15 feet high.

Thurlestone was cut off from both Buckland,
and Bantham for five days by 36 hours of
continuous snow. Kingsbridge was cut off
from everywhere for four days and the road
to Sorley was buried 12 feet down. No
phones worked, with most telegraph poles
blown down by the huge winds. Rools
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collapsed under the weight of snow and

ice. A stagecoach from Kingsbridge was
snowblocked in - a mile from the California
Inn - by eight foot drifts for ten days, much
to the concern of a young lady on board
who thought she was going elsewhere on
her honeymoon!

Farmer Sam Broad of Thurlestone lost 100
sheep. The next door farm had 40 motherless
lambs rescued from the drifts. A Bigbury
farmer had 400 sheep missing, many, he
said, blown into the sea. London trains were
marooned out in the countryside for days; no
one reached Kingsbridge Station on foot for
16 days. Six trains were snowed up between
Newton Abbot and Plymouth for two days,
and the snow on the line at Bittaford Bridge
between Ivybridge and South Brent was 26
feet deep in places. A steamer and a sailing
barque were sunk in the whiteout at the Start
with 45 sailors drowned. More men died
when a schooner was smashed ashore at
Beesands and another at Hallsands.

Mr John Foale of Thurlestone Mill, who had
run the mill since 1854, said he had never
known anything like it:

“In my capacity as baker, and the only one
in the parish for a week, I tried to take bread
to Milton, but could not possibly get there.
But three men and myself managed 0 serve
the three villages in this parish, carrying
it in bags on our backs....a great difficulty
was to avoid strangulation in the curling,
eddying mixture of wind and snow on the
mare exposed parts. While going to Bantham
one of our party became for a time nearly
helpless through inhaling snow, so on the
return journey we fitted ourselves out with
‘snow screens’ to be held over the mouth,
made from a loosely made light sack cut up.

Early next day, Wednesday, the view
down the Buckland valley from Thurlestone
Hill was such as must ever live in the
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memory, nevertheless one could not shut his
eyes to the great destruction to apple trees
and other properiy.

We started out, four men with spades, two
horses and an empty cart, to see if it were
possible to open a track a good part of the
way to Thurlestone, but after some hours of
toil we had to give it up, having at some risk
to both vehicle and horses managed to get
but little more than half way up the hill, or
say a quarter of a mile.

We got to Milton on Saturday, the 14th, six
of us, sack-a-back. Just before reaching that
village we met a small boy who saluted us
with, "Mother's looking for some of they
loaves," and sure enough she was. Some
Jew families had fared worse than any in
Thurlestone, but they accepted the situation
with genuine practical philosophy. Our work
thence-forward was easier, but the direct
cart-path fiom here to Kingsbridge was not
opened until Lady Day.”

There is much, much more of the same,
which will fascinate those of us who today
expect a winter here to be pretty nearly
snowless. So beware the next Ides of March,
which might just be the date of the Great
Blizzard of ‘04. Well, you never know with
this global warming stuft do you?

Other freezers in the past:

Snow storms in the South Hams are noted

in a Ringmore farmer’s diary on 10" January
1814, when snow felt in huge quantities,
continuing on and off for the next three
weeks with roads to Thurlestone, Bantham,
Buckland, Bigbury and Modbury impassable
and hundreds of lambs lost in the drifts in the
fields.

Over a century later, 1947 in the parish was
recorded as "heavy with snow". In 1963,
Arctic conditions lasted from December to
Easter, a period during which weathermen
then said was the coldest January for 150
years. And February 1978 brought blizzards
again to the whole of Devon.

KM
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Inemy Women
by Paulette Jiles
(Fourth Estate £10.00)

This book does not, as yet, seem to have
made the charts - goodness knows why as it
is a wonderful, vibrant, beautifully-written
novel, As soon as I had finished it, I started
to re-read it and even then the end came too
soon! Iam always attracted by books about
the American Civil War - but this one is
unusual as its author is female.

It does not describe the battles, but deals
with the misery of the women whose
homesteads were pillaged and menfolk
imprisoned or shot, The heroine, young
Adair Colley, whose father was arrested and
their farm burned, was separated from her
sisters and imprisoned. The story of her
eventual escape and the high-spirited manner
in which she overcame her many misfortunes
is gripping. A meticulous and colourful pen
picture of the many characters she meets and
the brilliant descriptions of the differing
countryside she passes through on her long

journey home make it a joy to read.
GW

Dilemma

by John Cleary

(Harper-Collins paperback published 2000
now out of print, but a large-print version
is available, published by Chivers £12.00)

When Inspector Scobie Malone, Sydney’s
answer to Inspector Wexford, receives a call
from up-country that the suspect of a four
year old unresolved murder has been spotted,
it is but a start to his dilemma! At the same
time a small child, made famous by over-
exposure to the media promoting children’s
products, has been kidnapped and her body
subsequently discovered at the foot of a cliff.

Scobie has no doubts about the killer of the
child but is placed in a very difficult position
with the unsolved killing - which puts him
in direct conflict with the Crown Prosecutor.
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H.R. ADAMS

GARDEN SERVICES

HOLIDAY PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

" Tree and Shrub Care
Grass Cutting
Hedge Trimming
Strimming, Pruning, Weeding

Tel:
01 548
560 664

7 Parkficld
Thurlestone
Kingsbridge'
Devon TQ7 3NW

GRASSHOPPER
GARDEN SERVICES

FOR ALL YOUR

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,
HEDGE CUTTING, CLEARING etc

CREATIVE DESIGN AND PLANTING
OF

FLOWER BEDS, POTS AND CONTAINERS

A high standard of work guaranteed with a
personal, reliable, tidy and
knowledgeable service.

Fully Insured
17 Years
Horticultural
Experience

contact :Elaine or Jeremy
01548 810235

Personal service

NIGEL FROST

B.Sa.(Hons.) F.B.C.O.
OPFTOMETRIST

CHENE COURT,
POUNDWELLSTREET
(next to car park)
MODBURY

(01548) 830944

and

KINGSBRIDGE EYE CARE

I, THE PROMENADE,KINGSBRIDGE

TEL: 0! 548 856 854

Open: WEEKDAYS 9 —5.30 pm
SATURDAY MORNINGS 9 —I pm

Contact Lenses, Spectaclas, Accessories, I

Complete Eye Examinations

gy

e,

JAN'S CATERING

Next time yon want to
throw a Dinner Party -
relax, put your feet up -

ving Jan

She will prepare itA, cook
it and bring it to your
house ready for the tuble

Cold Buffets,
Boardroom Lunches,
Dinner Parties etc

For further information
ring JAN \

on

01 548 560894




All is of course successfully resolved, but
not without many twists and turns during
the investigations.

John Cleary is always a good read, and his
stories of the Sydney Homicide Division and
Inspector Malone and his team are some of
his best. Well worth a try.

MC

Betty Boothroyd
The Autobiography
(Arrow Books £6.99)

There must be few people, irrespective of
their political persuasion, who did not enjoy
seeing Betty Boothroyd in action over eight
years, on the television, as Madam Speaker
in the House of Commons.

By the time she was 25 she had tried, and
abandoned, a career in dancing, won a
national speaking award, stood for election
and won a seat on the local council in
Dewsbury, and become a full-time worker
for the Labour Party. Helping in the US
presidential election of John F Kennedy

in 1960 she learned much about political
campaigning which was to stand her in good
stead when she was back home, working in
the Commons, and aiming to become a
Member of Parliament,

[t was not until 1973 that she was eventually
elected as MP for West Bromwich, and by
then she was deeply conversant with the

House, its procedure, traditions and customs.

Almost twenty years later, in 1992, she
was appointed Speaker of the House by a
Conservative government, the first woman
to hold the job. She retired in 2000.

This is an uncomplicated and extremely
enjoyable book about a courageous woman
who succeeded brilliantly in tackling one of
the most difficult parliamentary jobs. She
comes over as frank, fun, astute, and as
generous with her views about politicians
from other parties as Alan Clark was often
not! She was always concerned to be
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scrupulously fair and, above all, exceedingly
keen on the survival of parliamentary
democracy. A delightful autobiography.

South Milton - The story of a village

Daphne Julian
(Phone 01616-367102 : £7.00 delivered)

Daphne Julian’s parents came to live in
South Milton in 1935, when she was ten
years old. It was love at first sight for
Daphne, who went on to record what she
observed, and what she found out, about
the village where she lived for sixty years.

She describes in loving detail the events,
houses, people, customs, and all the

things that made up life in her village

and, by interviewing the elders through the
intervening years, tells us about a way of
rural life that had all but vanished by 1960.

It is a treasure-house, full of the sort of local
things you wish you had asked your own
parents or grandparents about. Ifyou are
interested in the South Hams get a copy

of this book, which Daphne has now had
printed in limited edition. Itis well-
illustrated and sturdily bound in A4 size.

M

GAZDEN
OPEN

Bowringslgigh
West dlvington

SUNDAY 1* JUNE
10.00 am to 2.00 pm

Proceeds to the Mustard Tree
Cancer Support Centre
Derriford Hospital

Enquiries: 01548-852014
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NEWS FROM THE WI

February Speakers

It was with fascination and enjoyment
members heard Janice Dennis’s account . .-
of her shipboard experiences on QL2, first

as a junior lady officer at the age of 21 and,
for the next seven years, by now well up

the promotional ladder, steaming round the
world amongst the rich and often famous.
Startling sets of catering and other statistics
emerged as her tatk progressed!

Adrian Masters of Thurlestone PO Stores
up-dated us about the government’s new
scheme for paying pensions and allowances.
When existing pension and allowance book
holders arc sent letters from the Department
of Pensions in the coming year, the WI urges
recipients not to disclose details of their bank
accounts but to insist on a Post Office Card
account,

Village post offices/stores are dependent on
people going in to collect pensions and
allowances, and do some shopping at the
same time. Without this support, many
would no longer find it viable to remain in
business. “We fought hard to retain our post
office/store at Thurlestone, so do not let it
down now” was the rallying cry!

March Speaker

In March att historian Tessa Aimes
discussed four great English painters -
Constable, Gainsborough, Reynolds and

- Turner - of the 18" and early 19™ centuries,
examining their works in an historical and
sociological context. Members chose which
of the paintings shown on T'essa’s slides they
would most like to own, with very interesting
results. Turner’s painting of the Port of
London, 1824, was one of those most
favoured to hang on their walls.
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Beer, skittles and other
entertainments

The skitiles Supper in February was enjoyed
at the California Inn. Pat and Bill Clarke
wete victorious. Seventeen went on the
lunch outing to the Port Light on the 20"
March. Val Brown had attended Denman
College on our bursary and came back to
regale us with tales of her experiences on
the course “Painting for the Petrified” - and
showed us the excellent results of what can
be achieved by someone who, in her own
words “could not draw a straight line” before
she went,

What’s next?

On 22" May the County Federation is
running a Jacobean history day, based on
Forde House, Newton Abbot, and several
members hoped to attend. There would be a
visit on 29" May to the Chocolate Factory at
Salcombe, whete there will be a viewing of
the work process and a talk by a chocolateer,
followed, no doubt, by a meaningful visit to
the choccie shop!

New Parish Hall

Jo Parkin told members of the launch of
serious fund-raising for a new parish hall,
and the result of the WI’s yearly vote as to
which charity we would support very happily
turned out to be the new parish hall!

Elsie and Pam Brewster

The parish church has put up a carved
wooden plaque to the memory of Elsie
Brewster and her daughter Pam, who were
also much-loved members of Thurlestone
WI. President Dorothy Candy urged
members to seek it out.
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FINE SHINE

CLEANING SERVICES:

Carpets
Wooden Floors
Carpet Protector
All Floor Coverings
Upholstery

Other Services include:

Spring Cleans
Pressure washing: Cars-
-Boats-Patios
Mobile Valeting: Cars-
-Boats-Vans

For any Advice please phone
Adam on 01 548 854313 or
079 8930 0453

LOOKING
FOR QUALITY
PLANTS AND

SERVICE
' TOMATCH?

YOUR ANSWER LIES AT
AVON MILL GARDEN CENTRE
[N THE PEACEFUL AVON VALLEY.

EXCELLENT COFFEE SHOP.
CHILDRENS ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND,
TRANGQUIL RIVERSIDE SETTING.

| AVON MILL |
GARDEN CENTRE]
JEL 01548550338 |

WOonl..zluH ROAD LODDIBWELL Kmqsamoag DE‘.U‘ON

Andrew Hurrell

PLUMBING & HEATING
ENGINEER

On-Tap Bathrooms

Design
Supplies
installation
Tiling

Disabled/Elderly facllities available

For a complete
Bathroom make-over serw’cq'
Contact Andrew Hurrell

53 Elmwood Park, Loddiswell

Phone: 01548 550518
Mobile: 07970 970387

obin Lee
Painter & Decorator

30 TREBLEPARK WALK
KINGSBRIDGE
TQ71QR
TEL: 01 548 853293
MOBILE: 07980 034278




f ~ THURLESTONE HOTEL N\

What can the we offer you?
Hair Salon Cozmtcfji i Beauty Salon
Fudge Hair products 3 ”[Ir%l[;t of Decleor Stockists
Opening hours: i AR IRA00T £008.,. Opening hours:
_P g 5 BT&IHD{N w . Fitness Suite: Mon ~ Fri
Wed, Thur, Fri . s, fi 9.00 5.00
9.00am - 5.00pm R
(extended hours by 10.00am - 6.00 :
appointment . g
WP ) (extended hours by
appointm
Lunches available on the Terrace ‘J/‘U{ { Th en;og
4 course choice Sunday lunch LI AT
n Fully qualified experienced friendly staff - ﬁ .
Free Parking T:iﬁ_)ﬂ:‘i‘?
Beauty Tel: 01548 560382 Hair Tel: 01548 563524 S

FLEAR HOUSE INTERIORS

{.arge showroom filled with a
Vast selection of fabrics,
Voiles, wallpapers and
Accessories

QOptional services are:
Curtain making & installation
Upholstery & loose covers
Window seats & blinds
Colour boards & Interior design

OLD STATION YARD, KINGSBRIDGE
TEL: 01548-856660/852666
FAX: 01548-852022
Email@ flearhouseltd@btinternet.com

Mon-Fri: 9.30--5pm Sat: 09..00-12.30




Weather Wag

‘If only the east wind would go, it would
be lovely’. I've had that comment made
to me countless times in the last three
weeks. Well, yes, but then it would
probably be warm and wet, and that
wouldn’t be any good either. The
weather can never get it right! Still, it
has been quite a respite from the damp
and drizzly days of late winter. Twelve
days without any measurable
precipitation, another two and it will
constitute a drought!

The gardens are lovely and the ground is
good to work, so we can't really
complain. The countryside actually looks
very attractive, the east winds have not
been so searing that they have burned
everything up, and the wild flowers are
in wonderful condition. The rainfall to
date will not match the year 2000, when
there was only 35.15 mm. We are
almost up to that with another week to
go, and showers forecast possibly at the
end of the week. I was interested to
read two articles in my daily paper, they
alluded to the weather in very different
aspects, and I'd like to share them with
you. Apologies if you have read them,
but lots won't have!

The high pressure area which has been
sitting over us for some time now, has
also been sitting over the Alps in central
Europe. It has brought superb weather
to the ski slopes, with sunshine and
temperatures of over 20C in the valleys.
This is lovely but the lower slopes are
becoming soft and slushy by day, and as
you know clear skies at night means
frost at this time of the year. The slushy
ground is freezing over so that no skiing
is possible and folks are having to move
up the mountains to find good snow.

VILLAGE VOICE

The community magazing of Hantham, Buckland, acd Thurlesione

gy

By Jan Turner

The article continues, 'In the fong run,
heat-waves like this look ominous. Local
people talk of snow steadily disappearing
from the mountainside, and satellites
confirm that the Alps had one month’s
less snow cover in the 19905 than in
previous decades, and that the glaciers
have been shrinking at an alarming rate.
If this pattern continues, the impact wilf
be great. Obviously skiing will be hit
hard as the season shrinks, although
experts are not quite sure how srowfall
will be affected.

In recent years the lower slopes have
had declining snowfalls, while the higher
aftitude ski resorts have enjoyed snow
well into April and even May. Far worse,
entire mountains are defrosting because
the permafrost is melting, setting off
more fandsfides and weakening the
foundations of buildings and ski /ifts.
Added to that, rainfall in the Alps is
growing heavier and causing further
landsfides as well as flash floods’

This makes quite interesting reading
doesn't it? I have to say, that I find it
quite worrying. Is it once more evidence
of a gradual warming of the climate in
our European area? And how much are
we to blame? And what can we do, if
anything, at what I believe is almost too
late a date. Our children’s children will
not thank us, as we perhaps don't thank
the Industrial Revoiution for all the
pollution produced then.

Ken and I have had some solar panels
fitted in an effort to help with reducing
our dependence on fossil fuels. So far it
is very impressive. I'll report back next

winter with our conclusions.
JT

April { May 200




£ab e

i TR

In Aid of the New Parish Hall Building Fund

ART €XHIBITION
Work by the Thursday Art Group
Thurlestone Parish Hall
Saturday 31% May
6.30 - 8.30 pm

Wine & Finger Buffet
Sale of Paintings & Cards

YA

GRAND RAFFLE

(including a Painting by artist Jennifer Johnson) f

Enquiries to Jeanne Barton - Phone 560864

T S T By T T S e T B e s LTI R 7 T

In Aid of St Luke’s Hospice NSPCC
¢ BRIDGE & SPRING
& BVBENING ¢ CLEARANCE
SALE
PARISH HALL
PARISH HALL
Saturday SAT AY
26 April 2003 12 APRIL
6.30 for 7.00pm 2.00 - 4.00 pm
§ Abundant refreshments, glass of wine, Goods & Donations gratefully received
coffee and bar but NO JUMBLE please
Items to be delivered to the Hall
Tickets £7.50 in the morning onty
from Friday 11" or Saturday 12™ April
Jo Parkin Lindy Price Collection ‘?‘.aﬂ be arranged
560215 560768 Please ring 560518

VILLAGE VOICE The communily thagazing of Banthany, Buckland, and Thurlestone April / May 2003




Y At the Bridge Table &

Here are two more examples of thinking in defensive
situations. In the first, in which you as East hold a heap of
rubbish, the bidding gocs as follows :

West  North  East  South
I'Heart Double Pass 1| Spade
2 Hearts 2 Spadcs Pass 3 Spadcs
Pass 4 Spades  All Pass

Your partner starts with the King and Acc of Hearts. You
need to find two more tricks. Clearly there are no winners
in Spades and Diamonds and you cannot over-ru(f duminy
on another Heart lead. The only hope is that West has two
Club tricks and if so it is vital that the Club lead comces
from your side. So ruff your partner’s Ace of Heartis
and switch to a Club. In reality West held the Ace and
Queen of Clubs and on this defence the contract was
defeated by one trick, If you don’t ruff, declarer will got
home by ruffing his hcart losers in dummy and pitching
club losers on the dummy’s top Diamonds.

But don’t ruff your partner’s trichs too often!

This was the bidding in the second cxample :

West North East South

I Spade 4 Hearis
4 Spadcs 5 Hcarts  Pass Pass
Double  Ali Pass

Given that his partuer had opencd the bidding, East with
two Aces had good reason to double, but the defence is not
casy. Happily he avoided the first pitfall of leading the
Ace of Spades, which would have been his only trick apart
trom the Ace of Trumps. It is not uncommon for partaer’s
bid suit to be disappointing and here the lead of the Ace
would have set up declarer’s King of Spades.| East made
the safer lcad of the Jack of Diamonds, taken by South,
who put East back in again with the Ace of Trumps. The
fact that declarer had not played on Diamonds indicated
that he could not discard losing Spades (on the bidding
South must have at least two cards in Spades) on this suit.
East simply led another Diamond and waited for his Spade
winners. The important message of this hand is that where

N/ 8§ Vulneruble Dealer West

NORTH
S AKJI0
H QJ
D AKQS
C 642

WEST BEAST
S 762

H 5

D JY743
C 10873

SOUTH

N/S Vulnerable Dealer East

NORTH
S 65
H 9432
D KQ7
C Q543

WEST EAST
S A104 8 QJ732
H A H Q
D J10986 D 54
C J962 C AKI087

SOUTH
5 K28
HEKJI08765
D A32
C Yoid

you can sce that defensive winners cannot go away you can take a relaxed view and wait for your
tricks. Herc the waiting game paid oft, and North did not succced with his “pushy” bid of 5 Hearts.

In defence there are a number of discard systems for indicating to partner your preference for a suit-
lead from him. 1 will cover some examples in futurc articles, as it seems to me that all partnerships
should have an agreed system for the meaning of discards - and understand it!

Victor

VILLAGE VOICLE Tl goammunily migezine of Baham, Brekland, aied Thiudestone Apnl £ My 2003




Meal-time Assistants
Can you help the school?

The Headmaster and the Chairman of Governors have recently written a joint letier to all
the parents of the children at All Saints School as follows: i

MEAL-TIME ASSISTANTS

Despite our continuous efforts to obtain assistance in the school’s recurrent
struggle to recruit people to fulfil this mandatory role (Health & Safety requircments), we
have for the last few months been relying on the dedication and goodwill of a diminishing
team of ladies to supervise pupils during the lunch period. This source has now reached
an unworkable number.

Do you know of anybody (friends, relatives, etc.) who would be prepared to take
on this vital commitment, or to become part of a rota of dedicated people who would
undertake one duty per week/fortnight, or who would be available for inclusion on an
‘emergency’ list to cover for illness/absence etc.?

Unless we are able to {ind more adults/willing recruits to undertake this role, it
could prove necessary to give notice to the Governors that the health and safety of pupils
cannot be guaranteed. The repercussions of this are obvious.

We need a minimum of two adults to supervise daily, five days a week, between
12.15 pm and 1.30 pm. In addition therc is always a teacher on duty. It is a paid position.
If you have any suggestions and/or would like to talk to either or both of us, please let us
know.,

N e e o G e e s
T T B R T T A

e e

ST

Alun Williams (Headmaster) Veronica White (Chairman of Governors)

R

fo Ty

Puzzie Page - Answers (for notso §

WORDSEARCH

1. REBELLION 2. PROTOTYPE 3. AUSTRALIA 4. LIQUORICE
5. WALLPAPER 6. COLLEAGUE 7. DWELLINGS 8. FIRESTORM
9. AUBRIETIA 10. FIREPLACE 11. LIABILITY 12. SYNAGOGUE

13. THEATRICS 14. BARRISTER 15, DISCIPLES 16. SOVEREIGN
17. YORKSHIRE 18. SPOONBILL 19. ROTTERDAM  20. STAIRCASE

21. WHITEHALL

TEN TEASERS
|. Mauritius 3. Derbyshite 5. Eighty-cight 7. Elephant 9. Victor Hugo
2. Nine 4, Noel Coward 6. Twenty-seven 8. Read it 10. A small fish

VILLAGE VOICH The community magazine of Dantham, Buckland, and Thurlestone April / May 2003




Creative hairdressing with

Clossie sty ling for all

Professional Hairdressing with

Exceptional Customer Service
Tel: 01 548 852 522

Wedding Packages & Free Consultations
Open Tuesday to Saturday
Tuesday & Wednesday—Senior Citizen Days
7 Church Street, Kingsbridge

|

CONSERVATORY TOO HOT
130° TO ENJOY?

THEN CALL
SOUTHWEST SOLAR
ON 01548 854646
WE HAVE THE SOLUTION

N e
Stops 80% of the \ i
" suns heat \\ /
Southwest Blocks 99% of -~ . —
SOLAR S 845 AR, i
‘ Cuts 84% of the T (@
the secrel 1o keeping glare o
your conservatory cool 5 yr warranty -~ [l [] D
126 CHURCH ST » KINGSBRIDGE / ) 850
DEVON - TQ7 1DB
TEL: 01548 854646 ' i




THURLESTONE

POST OFFICE & STORES
Shop locally at your friendly Village Store

Proud to supply you with local Produce:
Fresh Bread, Fruit & Veg, Dairy Products,
Pasties, Cakes, Sandwiches, Burts Crisps

Wide range of groceries, provisions, gifts:
Newspapers, tobacco products, Off Licence,
Soft Drinks, lce Creams, Beach Goods,
Photocopy & Fax service

We are happy to accept cheques or credit
and debit cards for min. of £10

Use the Post Office to buy stamps or obtain
money——certain banks only

Feel free to call in and browse—you’ll be
pleasantly surprised!
See Directory at the back for opening times

PHONE/FAX 0} 548 561917

| \ (&"ﬁﬁl’za Saper, Covdon Blew trained)

SAYER’S

‘Catering for all Occasions’

A freelance professional
_catering service

WEDDING RECEPTIONS
DINNER PARTIES
"BUFFETS BANQUETS
COCKTAIL PARTIES
BUSINESS FUNCTIONS

- Anything from dinner for two

to the full organisation
of a large occasion

Telephone (01548) 856714

_—

i

Have all your

GARDEN
WASTE
SHREDDED

Makes ideal Mulch
or Compost

Also —PRESSURE WASHING
Lawn Cutting
Hedge Cutting
General Gardening

phone: JULIAN LEE
01 548 561 488

GClassvanre

Tabieowanre

M Heoxskanst
Full washing up service

iLiasging, Catevime, |
Maarausees

A Commrlete
Drofessicnal Service
NO VAT

The Coach House, Eiston, Churchstow

Tel: 01 548 856 714

|
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PARISH

BANTHAM SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB Clubheuse 560447

BOWLS CLUB (indoor)

Tuesdays and Thursdays, Parish Hall, 7.30 pm Contact  Eileen Dayment 560295
BRIDGE CLUBS 7 p.m Parish Hall
Wednesdays and Fridays Coamct Derothy Stone 560708
CHURCHWARDENS Graham Worrall 562016
Liz Webb 560090
COFFEE TIME (Parish Hall) Contact Liz Webb 560090
Mondays, 10.30-11.30
FRIENDS OF THURLESTONE CHURCH Contact  Kit Marshall 560214
THURLESTONE GOLF CLUB Secretary / Manager, John Scott 560405
TENNIS SECTION Comact Lindscy Fleicher 560157
KEEP FIT Tuesdays, 10.00 - 11.3¢ am Parish Hall Contact Brenda Murch 560487
HORTICULTURAL SHOW (annual) Contact  John Lonsdale 560742
PROBUS Contact  Tom Treader 560893
TRAMP (Thurlestone Ramblers) Contact Graham Durant 560007
W. L Contact Dorothy Candy 560857
Second Thursday monthly (ex. August)
2,30 pm Parish Hall
RECTOR Canon Andrew Girling 562219
PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman Peter Hurrell 560496
Vice - Chawman Veronica White 560236
Parish Clerk John Lonsdale 560742
Dismict Councillor Carohm Steen Mobile 0370 - 963683
County Councillor Sir Simon Day 01752 - 691212
Members Neil Girling 560489
Dravid Grose 560375
Kit Marshall ' 560214
Andrew Rhymes 560564
Geoffrey Stidston 560695
Parish Tree Warden John Crawford 560688

The Parish Council meetings ke place on Mondavs. See dates on Diary page overleaf

DIRECTORY

HEALTH CENTRES Kingsbridge 853551
Salcombe 842284
MILK DELIVERY R Bruckner & Son 01803 - 832801
VILLAGE SHOP  Thurlestone Viliage Shop M, T, Th, F, 800 am - 5.30 pm 561917
Wednesday, 8.00am -3.00 pm
Saturday, 800 am - 2.00 pm
Sunday, 8.30am - 2.00pm
PARISH HALL
Chairman Rowland Cole 561006
Bookings Par Crawford 560688
POST OFFICE Thurlestone P.O. 561917
Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.00 am - 5.30pm Wed, Sat  9.00am - 1.00 pm

Paostal collections: 10.30 am and 4.23 pm Monday - Friday 10,30 am Saturday; 11.00 am Sunday

POLICE

Emergency 998 Non-emergency calls 08705-T77T-444
Minicom users 01392 - 452935 Confidennial information 0800-555-111
RUBBISH COLLECTION

Thursday (But Friday in Bank Holiday Monday weeks)
Green {recyclable) bins alternate Thursdays from. 3™ April 2003

PUBLIC TRANSPORT INFORMATION LINE

For ALL bus, rail, or Naticnal Express Coach timetable information call TRAVELINE 0870 608 2 6508
Open EVERY day (cxcept Christmas Day) 7.00 amtc 9.00 pm

DevorBus publications may be obmined by phoning 01392 382800 or by e-mail to devonbus@devon.gov. uk

GARAGE (Blight Engineering) Maurice Blight 560220

KINGSBRIDGE LIBRARY (Mobile Library calls alternate Wednesdays from $* April) 852315
11.15 - 11.30am Bantham

11.35 - 11.45am Buckland Old Chapel 11,50 - 12.15pm Thurlestonce Parish Hall
12.20 - 12.30pm Thurlestone Church 12.35 - 12.45pm Thurlestone Sands

MOBILE FISH & CHIP VAN

Calls alternate Wednesdays from 94 April 2003, from 5.00 pm 10 6.30 pm, outside All Saints Primary school.



The Village Inn

Thurlestone
Tel: 563525

April / May Dlary

Thursday 24th April
and 8th May
The ever popular
Howard Jones

Thursday 15th May - e
music from %
"Mike Last"

an acoustic set playing music
from the 60's to the present day

~ Friday 18th April
Live Music with
"Nick the Fish"

Quiz night on Tuesdays 8pm
Test your general knowledge or inspired

| o guess work. Proceeds to the

Devon Air Ambulance

® Sunday Night is Steak Night .
2 steaks for the price of one - Booking Advisable

HAPPY HOUR
Every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
from 6.00pm - 7.00pm
Reduced prices on selected beers and wines




EGON WHICH

RONAY Tel. Kingsbridge GOOD PUB -
PUB GUIDE 560489/560715 GUIDE -

- : ¢ Vet
The warmm anc welcorming Inm Place

v stemm e S P oA P et 3 - AT i e i A e

A Fine Free House range of Draught Beer,

— Ciders, Wines amd Spirits . — =~
FOOD - Choose from the Chef s Fresh Local Seafoods
Prime Devon meats, Speciality Salads aud o variely of ome

| et Preparved Dishes wmmmen

ACCOMMODATION

ot -t A\ FIVE DOUBLE ROOMS
[ ‘J,, S 4 with, private bath & w.C.

& THREE LUXURY
SELF-CATERING




