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These are supposed to be the dog days of
summer, when not much happens, and editors
chew their pencils, scratch their heads, and rack
their brains for something to write about......

And yet.....we've heard, seen, and read a
veritable media frenzy this year....all about the
Olympic Games 2012, the G8 Sumrmit, the Live
8 concert, Traq, lady Bishops, Tiger Woods,
Hurricane Demnis, Rover, and the late Ted
Heath. Pages and pages, countless pictures, and
endless comment and opinion. We swallow it all
down, shrug, and reach for the channel tweaker.

But the London bombs were something else.

The “Yorkshire” bombers struck more than
our capital’s transport system and its unfortunate
passengers. They shattered our comfortable
complacency, and shocked us out of our cheerful
indifference. They also blew the lid clean off our
Pandora’s box of multicultural disaffection, and
we shall have a job to try and put it back. (And
the ghost of Enoch Powell watches and permits
itself a sardonic smile.)

This may be just the beginning. And the end -
if it is not, after all, to be more of a bang than a
whimper - will tax the coming generations (o
their limit. Let us hope they are up to it.
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WILL YOU CROSS YOUR FINGERS
AND SPIT ON IT?

It is a wonderful world we live in, is it
not? Even so, Villager's text this time
is not about wheelies - which I know will
disappoint many readers - but about that
other main concern of parishioners, the
extraordinary growth of witches in the
parish,

So large is this increase that when
Villager saw this recent headline in
Thurlestone's favourite national tabloid -
‘Lovelorn woman takes witch doctor to
Trading Standards because his £1000
spell failed” - he assumed automatically
that the case revolved around Bantham
or Buckland or, heavens to Betsey, the
very street of Thurlestone itself!

It didn't. But what a story it unfolded.

A Labour Party worker, fearing that

her relationship with her childhood
sweetheart was about to break up, went
to Yellow Pages (where else does one go
to in such an emergency?) and sought the
help of a witch doctor who advertises
therein (the mind boggles, does it not?),

T would not like you to think that the
Labour Party is much into witching, so

I will not tell you more of this delicious
story except that the Labour Party
worker finally jibbed at having to
slaughter three cows near water, even
though a friend of the witch doctor in
Africa of fered to do it for her at £120
per cow. Having spent £600 with the
good doctor only to find that her partner
left her anyway, the Labour Party worker
refused any more money to the doctor,
wha says that he originally came to
Britain from Gambia some four years ago.
All this brought to mind the Witches

of Thurlestone - white ones of course,
White witches are the good ones,
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spreading only good vibes around them.
Villager met only one in the village, and
she died some years ago. How do you tell
a white witch from any other gossip in our
parish? One of the ways, I was assured
by one of our oldest inhabitants, was that
you would know at once when you found
that they knew what you were going fo
say before you said it. He added that
this made @ proper conversation with a
white witch rather difficult. And itis
true, it did.

Thurlestene parish, particularly Bantham
and West Buckland, used to be wonderful
place for witches. You should not make
the mistake of thinking that all white
witches in the South Hams were women.
Some were men, though they were never
called wizards even in those days before
Harry Potter.

Much of white witchery concerned -
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charms for stopping bleeding. The case of
the cart-horse which fell down bleeding
outside the Sloop Inn is well documented,
The man in charge of the horse ran to a
woman in Bantham who was well known o
have such a charm. The woman 'said the
prayer’ and told him to go back and he
would find the horse had stopped
bleeding. And sure enough, so it had.

The prayer used in Bantham is thought
to be the same as the one used by Betty
Edgecombe, the white witch of
Malborough and West Alvington, fo stop
James Pierce from bleeding to death.

It was recorded by the then Bishop of
Malborough, Dr Alfred Earle, who,
incidentally over a hundred years ago was
one of the founders of today's school in
Thurlestone. The prayer ran like this:

‘Christ was born in Bethlehem

The water ran wild in the wood

He spake the Word and it stood

And so will James Pierce’s blood

In the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Ghost. Amen”

And then there was the white witches'
prayer "o prevent a thorn from causing
one's flesh from festering” which was

‘Our Saviour Christ was pricked by a
thorn,

It nefther rinkled nor festered
Neither shall thine. Amen”

White witches were good people. Their
cures were apparently legion. A stye in
the eye was cured by striking it three
times across with a widow's ring or the
tail of @ tom cat. To cure children of
whooping cough, find a bramble growing
out of a hedge and which has taken root
elsewhere. Lead the child three times
through this bramble arch ‘the way of
the sun’ and the cough will soon be gone.

Warts were touched with the blade of
a knife ‘the way of the sun’ and then,
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unbeknown to anyone, a corresponding
humber of notches were cut in aliving
blackthorn. A cure would soon follow.
Fartners were advised by witches to make
three signs with a stick upon seed corn -
a cross to keep the devil away, a heart

to keep black witches away, and a horse-
shoe for good luck. Only if this was done
was a good harvest guaranteed.

Boys at Thurlestone school, in the days
when the Rector was the Reverend

F E Coope (from 1897 to 1921) had a
solemn oath about keeping secrets which
was called 'spitting your death’. A boy
who made a promise to keep a secret was
asked "Will you spit your death upon it?”
If he did, he crossed his forefingers and
then spat upon the ground. The Rector
was not in favour of this - he thought it
might well be black witch-inspired”!

Though I promised to say nothing more
about the wheelies, I am afraid that one
of the many, many witches in our parish
today has got at me, and I fear that more
wheeelie madness is heading our way. I
gather that our local recyclers are
studying with interest the South Norfolk
District Council area which has 50,000
households. That council is planning to
put microchips in all 100,000 of its
wheelie bins o check whether
householders are recycling enough of
their rubbish. Scanning equipment on
board dustcarts will weigh each bin and
the chips will tell them which homes the
contents come from. The scheme is
costing £2.24 million, of which the
Government is paying more than half.

We have truly gone mad. I crossed my
fingers and spat on the ground, but

cannot refrain from telling you another
secret - fines will follow for whose who

“don't recycle enough rubbish. And that

comes straight from a top recycling black
witch's mouth!

Villager
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PARISH HALL g

NEWS

By Chairman Ron Parkin

QOur New Secretary

They say if you want something done, you
must ask a busy person - and they don’t
come much busier than Judith Le Grice,
President of the W.I. and Secretary of the
NSPCC Committee. Nevertheless she has
volunteered to take over as Secretary of the
Parish Hall Committee and supremely
efficient we all know she will be.

Of course the Secretary for the past seven
years, Gillian Marshall, will be a hard act to
follow. The amount of extra work that the
scores of grant applications entailed was
really beyond belief to those who have not
encountered box-ticking bureaucracy, but
Gillian coped with it all with great skill and
fortitude. Thankfully, she has also agreed to
continue with all the duties associated with
the regular reports required by DEFRA and
the other grant-making bodies, and also as
Secretary of the Construction Committee.

Tennis Tournament

The Tennis Tournament, building on the
great success of last year’s event, will again
be held on Friday Sth August, to atiract our
visitors, regular and first timers, and all the
family relations that we welcome in the
holidays. .
Contact Janet Richardson, 856007, to enter,
or come and enjoy the day as a spectator!
Morning Coffee, lunches and cream teas will
be served in the Pavilion. Sip a Pimms while
you watch!

Piano Recital

Alexander Winter will be returning to
Thurlestone on Tuesday 2™ August to give
another recital, this time in the splendid
Yarmer Suite of the Thurlestone Hotel.
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Come and enjoy a lovely summer’s evening
with the music and a stroll round the gardens
during the interval. Tickets are selling well,
but are still available.

Building Progress

The Construction Committee are very
satisfied with the progress being made by the
builders, Rogers and Patey, and at the normal
site meeting on the last Friday of the month
were able to approve the June payment of
£15,800, making a total of £117,800 to date.
Tuly’s payment will be more with all the
roofing work.

“My, isn’t it big!” people are saying. Yes,

it will be inside, where all the previously
“wasted” space - behind the stage, the
football changing rooms, and the stage itself
- has been cleverly utilised for the Main Hall
which will now be big enough for Bowls and
Badminton. There will also be a large screen
for viewing film and video presentations.
Qutside, however, the building will be only
5m greater in length.

The Construction Committee, in equipping
the Hall for all the activities envisaged, are
consulting with existing users for all current
activities and arc being very mindful of the
need to obtain value for money.

They have also to be equally mindful of the
expectations of DEFRA and the other grant-
making bodies that the number of user
groups will expand significantly in both age
profiles and types of activity.

Suggestions on how these targets might be
achieved would be welcome - and offers to

participate even more so!
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| Len and Kate Hubbard
invite you to come and browse at

BURWOOD GALLERY

Thurlestone, Kingsbridge

Leather bags, porcelain, picture framing, pottery and woodturning

WATERCOLOURS by LEN HUBBARD
Telephone: Kingsbridge 560731



financial
planning

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS
3 South Place, The Promenade, Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1JE

- Expert advice for you, your business and your family.
Call 01548 856444 for a free initial consuitation

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

> ,QJ PLASTERING &
J GENERAL BUILDING

FOR FREE ESTIMATES

Telephone Ron or jon
01548 560703 / 560778

- Floor Screeding - Stenework - Patios - Extensions -
Exterior & Interior Finishes

3 The Watch, Bantham, near Kingsbridge, South Devon TQ7 3A|




Parish Council Meetings
13" June & 18" July 2005

News and Views by Citizen

RUBBISH COLLECTION

Wheelie-bins are still the talk of the parish.
Most of those attending had horror stories

to relate: quixotic assessments, non-delivery,
wrong size of bin, fly-tipping by Council
staff. Rowland Cole summed it all up by
asking what percentage of resident
households in the district would, for one
reason or another, be excluded from the
scheme.

DOUBLE YELLOWS

" Welcome news - double yellow lines are
now legal even if there is no sign indicating
“No Parking”, so don’t think you can use this
excuse to baulk the traffic on our main street.
Visitors beware!

ROAD CHARGING .
Councillor David Grose asked the Council’s
support in opposing the proposed road
charging scheme. On present estimates,

a holiday could cost a Yorkshireman on
holiday in Devon £700 in mileage charges -
scarcely a bargain when compared with

a £1 air ticket from Stansted to Paradise.
Considering that the tourist indusiry is
currently worth £8 billion a year to the West
Country, the Government obviously plans
to use a sledge-hammer to crack a nut,

And who was it that took away the Primrose
Line?

LICENCING & FLY POSTING

The Council is struggling hard to get to grips
with the changes in the licencing laws and
our Parish Hall committee will be told their
fate in August. No such consideration has
yet been given {o the chairmen of charities
and voluntary groups who have in the past
devised ingenious ways of living with
licencing restrictions. They may be faced
with handing over their hard-earned
donations or else. But hey, there may be a
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double-whammy coming our way! No
longer will they be able to pin notices of their
forthcoming cream teas on parish telephone
poles. On the other band, if the Parish
Council opt to take on the role of issuing
fixed penalties for leaving litter in public
places, dog fouling of footpaths and fly
posting, we would be the first Parish Council
in England to have a positive precept.

BUCKLAND SEWAGE

Connections look to be coming suitably
pricey - as some had feared. Citizen wonders
how many takers the water company will
sign up.

HOUSING

The latest wheeze for tackling the affordable
housing shortage is a ‘part-by-part’ loan,
through which young people can gradually
acquire the equity in their home, This is

the good news, but the bad news is that once
they obtain full possession of the asset, it

is free of any covenant and so we are back
on the treadmill of looking for affordable
housing for the next generation. Our District
Councillor was congratulated on her efforts
to ensure that the old telephone exchange
site, derelict for 18 years, would be available
for affordable housing. This is being resisted
by Tor Homes who hope to realise £95,000
by offering it (o the open market. The snag
with this option is that the site is directly
oppose the Village Inn and someone who _
moves in could, on health grounds, spoil the
fun we dll enjoy by opposing entertainment
licences. Is there any chance of a covenant
like that imposed on Church Farm to protect
the ringing of church bells? Such a covenant
would make the open market value less
attractive and more affordable.

SECOND HOMES
Are you a second home owner struggling to
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finance the new Council Tax rate (90%)?
There could be a way out. If your property
is available to let for more than 20 weeks a
year, you can re-register your property as a
business qualifying for business rate which
could be quite a lot less than the new second
home rate.

PARISH PLAN?

Should Thurlestone have a Parish Plan?

We are one of the few parishes which,
despite the offer of a £5000 inducement,
have not signed up to the idea. Would the
planners take any notice of such a plan
anyway? Well, maybe, and in any case we
might be able to borrow one ready-made
from another parish by visiting their website.

PARISH HALL FITTINGS

Councillors have been receiving complaints
about the high cost of fitting out the new
Parish Hall. Which are the really expensive
items and can they be justified, given that the

burden will fall, through the precept, on the
parish rate-payers?

TRAFALGAR CELEBRATIONS

Will Thurlestone be celebrating Trafalgar
Day? It seems that maybe yes. Bell-ringers
from Somerset could be coming to ring the
Trafalgar peal, there could be a bonfire,

and the church is thinking of holding a short
service to celebrate our maritime heritage.

SWANS

And now for the really good news! Cygnets
born on the Ley are flourishing. This is the
first such happy event on our waters for ten
years. The estuary has plenty of swans, but
they only nest at Aveton Gifford and then
rarely successfully.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Parish Council will
be held on MONDAY 5" SEPTEMBER,
at 7.30 pm at the Thurlestone Hotel..

;-
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Come and Celebrate the New Parish Hall

PEARSON’S PRE-SCHOOL

Qlllz WicstT

- (Luxury Cheese & Wine Supper)

SATURDAY 26" NOVEMBER 7.30 pm

with Thurlestone’s very own Quiz-masters

Mike & Brenda Jones

Tickets £10.00 per person (teams of 4)

Available from
Betty Rhymes (01548-560564) or Lisa Titterton (01548-857624)

Guaranteed to be a Fun Night!

Aupust / September 2005




KINGSBRIDGE
STATIONERS BAGS OF CHOICE
95 Fore Street
Kingsbridge Tel: 85677 8 | ' Leather Handbags 2
G Luggage D
I L
':, Purses, Wallets E
I Jewel Boxes Y
Evening Bags
BOXFILES PAPER f) T T R 1
ENVELOPES, PENS I
INDEX CARDS > SUMMER
FILE REFILL PADS I SALE !! D
etc etc etc R R RN TINATRRRR E
PERSONALISED up to 30% OFF S
STATIONERY 3 on selected items I
RUBBER STAMPS L 39 Fore St G
| A 01548 856780 N
Don’t forget our photocopying — G
and FAX Service !! G  ANTLER TulA
Call in and see us today I TAURUS

-1 l |
THE COMPLETE LOCAL BUILDING SERVICE

Extensions ® Renovations ® Conversions 9 Alterations

PLUMBING HEATING ROOFING
PATIOS DECORATIONS GARAGES
UPVC WINDOWS DOORS AND FASCIAS

Why not let us give you an estimate’?

wquummns WESI‘ BUCKLAmﬂ mmGSBmHGE

| TEL KINGSBRIDGEWSEMHE nr 550521




PINE
FURNITURE

Large range of hand
finished
Reproduction
Pine Furniture

Traditional & Antique

Upholstery Renovation

PINE WORKSHOP

4, Ebrington Street, KINGSBRIDGE TQ7 1DE
Telephone: 01548 856002

SOUTH HAMS
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

Expert advice, Sales & installation of
TV, Video and Domestic
Appliances in the comfort of your

| own home
Repair Service
Competitive Prices

Free local delivery

Contact Colin Jarvis,
Tel: 01548 559001

Mobile: 07773325316

Loddiswell, Kingsbridge

THE CARD SHOP
For the best choice of
Cards - Small presents
- Gift stationery
Always something different/!
We can also print your

Personalised Stationery
Weddings - Letter heads
Parties -Business cards

Call in and see us
24, Fore Street

Kingsbridge

| 01548 852327

STAUNTON LODGE
Bed & Breakfast
Too many visitors?
Big family celebration?
Send your friends and relatives
to mel

) Delightful situation with views over
the Kingsbridge estuary.

. En-suite or private bathroom.

. Colour T.V,, tea/coffee ,radio

and hairdryer in each room.
. Ample off road parking

. Approx 400 yds level walk to town centre.
. Numerous places to eat within easy walking
distance.
Elaine Treleaven (ex. Furzey Close Hotel)
Staunton Lodge

Embankment Road —Kingsbridge.
Tel: 01548 854542, Fax 01548 854421
e.mail:miketreleaven@msn,com.uk
www.stauntonlodge.co.uk
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Thurlestone Enthusiasts At Mouse And Keyboard Exercises for Recreational Satisfaction

S

The New Parish Hall

The opening of the new Parish Hall
scheduled for October / November will
introduce a new computer fucility for
community use. The new committee room
opposite the kitchen (not the'main hall) will
be hard-wired with several electric socket
outlets, and a telephone line for internet
connection. However, so that maximum
flexibility for this room may be retained,
there will not be permanent workstations.
Folding tables will be provided in order to
create temporary workstations which can be
dismantled and stored after use. Hardware
will include Iap-top computers, together
with printing and scanning equipment,
which will all be available for personal use -
under appropriate supervision. There will,
of course, have to be a modest hourly charge
for use of these facilifies.

Internet Café

It is planned to open an Internet Café on
Saturday mornings in the committee room
from 10.00 am until 1.00 pm. Anyone from
the patish may come in and hire one of the

laptop computers connected to the internet
on a half-hour or hourly basis, and “browse
the web” as well as sending and receiving
e-mail. At these Saturday sessions, some
individual tuition may also be arranged, or
specific research activity (e.g., family history
research) given a level of supervisory
assistance. Tea and coffee (even biscuits!)
will hopefully also be available. We hope
the Internet Café may become a popular
social event, o

Supervision

The committee room will be hir‘ed'for these
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occasions by Teamakers, and they will be
responsible in these sessions for all computer
activities, Internet Café bookings, charges

to users, and supervision, The committee of
Michacl Barnes, Denis Corless, Graham
Durant, Robin Macdonald, June Murry,
and Chris White will share the supervisory
duties, together with any other appropriately
experienced volunteers who may like to

play a part in this activity. We need more
volunteers in order to make this scheme a
success. 1fyou are willing to give up a small
amount of your time to assist this voluntary
community effort, your help would be
gratefully welcomed. Please contact any of
the above members as soon as possible.

Computer Classes at All Saints

In addition to organising the new computer
operations at the Parish Hall, Teamakers
will be continuing with tuition classes at

All Saints school, but on a reduced scale.

A single weekly class, probably on Mondays,
will be scheduled for the Autumn term.
Precise dates, times, and topics remain to be
finalised. Anyone wishing to attend should
contact Robin Macdonald on 560436 or at
RbnMacd@aol.com.

Feedback

Operational plans are still at the “drawing
board” stage, and ANY suggestions and,
comments on the proposals will be welcome.
If the new Parish Hall is to be a successful
community facility it really does need more
involvement, input and feedback from the
community itself about proposed new uses
and activities.

The community itself? Er, yes, that’s YOU!
Let us have your thoughts, please.
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In aid of the new Parish Hall

' Parish Hall Doubles

, ”(lﬂ kﬂ qom‘ ?aﬂ"ay,

FRIDAY 5™ AUGUST

THURLESTONE GRASS COURTS

BOYS & GIRLS 10am to 1 pm
MIXED LADIES & GENTLEMEN 2pm to 6pm

Enquiries fo Janet Richardson 01548-856007

A great day’s entertainment
and enjoyment for all!

FUN COMPETITIONS

“GUESS THE PERFECT LOVE MATCHY”
PITCHING & PUTTING .. JUNIOR TRI-GOLF
FASTEST SERVE .. CROQUET .. TABLE TENNIS

MORNNG COFFEE - LUNCHES
CREAM TEAS - PIMMS BAR




New Arrival

Belated congratulations to Sue and Adrian
Durant on the addition of another beautiful
little girl to their family. Zoe Rose Hope
was born on the 16" April 2005.

Popping The Question

An unusual proposal of marriage has been
accepted by Ruth Jones, who lives in
Thurlestone with her fiancé, Jason Hard.
Ruth works as a shepherd in Galmpton and
Jason is a car mechanic from Salcombe.
They have been a twosome for some eight
years but Jason recently placed an adin a
local newspaper - “I was just wondering
what the chances are of the world’s preltiest
shepherd from Galmpton marrying a tubby
mechanic from Salcombe?”.

Unable to resist such a romantic proposal,
Ruth said “Yes” and naturally Jason was
delighted. Village Voice sends the happy
couple our very best wishes!

Bantham Bather Hurt

With the ambulance stranded in heavy traffic
at Totnes, the air ambulance helicopter had
{o be called to Bantham on Sunday the 19"
June, to attend a man who had damaged his
neck severely whilst bathing there. Bantham
Beach Surf Lifesaving Club members were
on the scene immediately, and were able to
immobilise the casualty’s neck with a spinal
collar and provide oxygen. This was one of
several incidents with which the Bantham
lifeguards dealt over that very hot weekend.

David Grover, senior captain of the Club,
said they are always keen to recruit new
members for this volunteer organisation,
to whom they give training. He can be
contacted on 01548-560447 during
operational hours.
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Gorgeous Garden |

On 19" June (a scorching hot day) the open
day at Lower Kerse, the home of Stephen
and Diana Parker-Swift, attracted a large
number of visitors to view their splendid
garden and grounds and enjoy a delicious
cream tea. There was a plant stall, and a
raffle, and altogether a total of more than
£800 was raised for the Parish Hall fund.

A big thank you to all the numerous helpers
for their contributions to the day, and
particularly to the hosts for their generosity,
and al} their hard work in presenting Lower
Kerse in such a wonderful way - despite the
depredations of local livestock!

Budding Star

Thurlestone youngster Dominic Quinn,

of Parkfield, has been picked - one of 200
out of 800 applicants - to star in a national
production involving acting, singing, song-
writing and dance. Aged 11, Dominic

has just finished his primary education at
Thurlestone School and has now qualified
to take part in a Youth Music Theatre UK
production of ‘The Stones are Hatching’.

Lightning Damage

Lightning during the fierce thunderstorm
towards the end of June struck and destroyed
the chimney - which then damaged the roof
and patio - of John and Glenys Phillips®
bungalow in Crosslands, on the Mead Estate.
Fortunately they were not at home when the
incident occurred so there were no personal
injuties, but unhappily all the plugged-in
electrical appliances, including computet,
video, television, and so on were a write-off.
A number of electrical appliances in
neighbouring properties were also affected.
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Aune Conservation

If you are reading this on the 1% August,
don’t forget that tonight at the Thurlestone
Church meeting room, 7.30 pm for 8.00 pm,
John Peters will give his presentation

on the Atkins Survey of the Avon estuary

in connection with the Siltation Project.
Coffee and/or tea & biscuits will be served.
Other reminders:

(1) From now until the 15™ September
members are invited to meet at 11 am every
Thursday, at the Bantham coffee shop where,
chairman John Crawford tells us, “......the
view from the quarter deck is fabulous and
the bird life is not bad if the resident kestrel
is otherwise distracted”!

(2) 25" September is Chestnut Sunday.
Meet at the Bantham entrance at 10,30 am
and the plan is to inspect the bird boxes and
walk the footpaths.

(3) The next reunion is now to be on
Wednesday 5™ October (not the Tuesday)
at the Royal Oak, Bigbury, with the Barn
Dance scheduled for Saturday 26" November
7.30 pm at Bigbury Hall (St Anne’s Chapel).

Hospital League of Friends

Once again Eileen Perraton and Jeanne
Barton would like to express their warmest
thanks to their many kind friends who
contributed generously to their Bathroom
Stall at the recent South Hams Hospital’s
summer fete. Eileen writes:

“We are delighted to say that we
made £260 on our stall and the overall profit
on the day was in excess of £1500 which
will be put to very good use during the year
ahead. In addition we were able to give
the £66 raised by the Morris Dancers to
the Triangle Centre, which is situaled at
the Hospital and is closely associated with
St Luke's Hospice. The cenire has been
specifically created to support people with
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cancer, their families and carers, a support
which can be offered at any stage of the
illness”

The Third 100-Year Quiz

This popular summer brain-teaser, started by
Mary Hugo in 2003, makes its third annual
appearance to continue the fund-raising
efforts for the new Parish Hall. The first two
versions of this quiz have raised over £800.
Devised by Sheila Sadler again this year,
and produced by Village Voice, this 100 item
questionnaire is available (price £1.00) from
the Post Office. The prize will again be £50.
Just the thing for a wet summer day, or to
keep the visitors occupied.

Dog Business

The beautiful Bantham Ham is yet anothet
problem area when it comes to dog-fouling,
The culprits, it has been observed, are people
who exercise their dogs - often early in the
morning - and see the animals defecating
but make no effort to clear the mess up. But
there are others equally as culpable as those
who turn a ‘blind eye’. These are the ones
who do clear up, but then throw the bag to
the side - or even hang it on a nearby hedge.
For those not yet aware of it, there is a dog-
poo bin at the Ham.

Now that summer is in full swing, have a
thought - you guilty ones - for the children
who may be running bare-foot in the beach
area. Toxocara, a disease which can destroy
eyesight, is transmitted through dog faeces.
Evans Estates are more than happy that the
Ham should be enjoyed by people and used
for walking, but not by dog-owners who do
not clear up after their pets. It is the old
story of a few irresponsible ones spoiling
things for others.

[It has been suggested that ‘Name &
Shame’ lists could be displayed on parish
notice-boards and other prominent places.
What do readers think? Ed.]
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You're closer to City
expertise than you think

Why go to the City of London when, by choosing Gerrard, you can let the City come to you!

That's because, at each of our local offices, you'll find a team of experienced investment specialists, with all the re-

sources necessary to help you make the most effective use of your money

One of the UK's largest companies focussed on creating and managing wealth, we offer:

* Your own tailor-made investment portfolio
L4

* Your own Investment manager
* Very competitive investment fees

* A national network of offices
, ) , i Price at
For more information and to arrange a meeting, please call Gavin Price a G ei" i"a B"d
creating and managing wealth

our Plymouth Office on

01752 264000
Plym House, 3 Longbridge Road, Plymouth PL6 8LT

www.gerrard.com

Gerrard is authorised and regulated by the Financlal Services Authority and is a member of the London Stock Exchange
Registered Address: Old Mutual Place, 2 Lambeth Hill, Landon EC4V 4GG. Registered In England No 2752982

Gerrard Limited |5 a subsidlary of Barclays Bank plc

FLEAR HOUSE
. INTERIORS

Come and visit our large showroom
where in a refaxed atmosphere
you can browse through our vast selection
of exciting fabrics suitable for
Curtains, upholstery and blinds
| Curtain poles and tracks I
Wallpapers and trimmings
Blinds and upholstery

Tel: 01548 — 856660
Fax: 01548 — 852022

Curtains, Blinds,
by Peggy

\,\\ Tel: 01348 - 560440
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TOM GANGE

FURNITURE MAKING
AND WOODWORKING

Quality Bespoke
Furniture

Other woodwork undertaken
Including

Restoration
Workshop:
South Milton Nursery
01548 560303

Mobile: 07817 806863
Evenings: 01548 561144

All Types of Woodworking
Projects Undertaken

FURNITURE MAKING

AND RESTORATION
IF IT'S BROKEN HAVE IT FIXED

CABINET MAKER
HAVE A NEW ONE MADE

PURPOSE MADE JOINERY
. DOORS, WINDOWS, ETC
IN SOFTWOOD OR HARDWQOOD

WOODTURNING AND CARVING

BOAT RESTORATION

Cottage No 6, Bantham, Kingsbridge,
South Devon TQ7 3AL
Please Telephone:
Mobile 07837 361306 or
Hvenings: 01548 562056

{answerphone)

o —— P —
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e ——————

Maintenance Property Services

Do you have any odd jobs that need looking at, or do you need a
complete make over? All work guaranteed, references supplied..
FREE QUOTES

# Large or small jobs

# Guttering, Facias, Soffits

# Fitted Kitchen, Flat Pack Assembly

# Plumbing, leaking radiators # Fit outside tap
## WHATEVER YOUR NEEDS

Please call Kingsbridge

fan Mason, 7 Albion Gardens, Kingsbridge TQ7 1PS
Tel/Fax 01548 853 075 Mobile 17974 987433 E-mail masonl23@tiscail.co.uk

# Interior exterior painting
# Tiling, Walls, Floors

01548 853 075 Ask for [an
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Andrew Girling writes:

THE F WORD

Christians are often accused of being soft on crime and soft on the causes of
crime. The F word, ‘forgiveness’, Is seen as synonymous with weakness: just
turning the other cheek or ietting ourselves be used as doormats. The opposites
of the F word, the R words retribution and retaliation, are seen as strong and just.
They are, in fact, destructive of any hope of peace. Yet the F word is increasingly
seen in today’s society as being as unspeakable as the four-letter expletive.

I share with you three of many possible examples of the power and effectiveness
of forgiveness.

For Marion Pearl, the wife of the murdered journalist Daniel Pearl, forgiveness was
a form of fighting back, enabling her to win a moral victory over her husband’s
killers. She said: ‘The only way to oppose terrorists is by demonstrating the
strength that they think they have taken from you’

In 1990, Fr. Michael Lapsley, an Anglican priest and African National Congress
chaplain, received a letter bomb placed between the pages of a religious
magazine. He lost both his hands in the blast. He writes ‘Quite early on after the
bomb I realised that if I was filled with hatred and desire for revenge, I'd be a
victim for ever. If I knew that the people who sent my bomb were now in prison
then I'd happily unlock the gates: although I'd like to know that they weren't
going to make any more bombs. I believe in restorative justice and I believe in

reparation.’

Denise Green, whose son William died at Alder Hey Chiidren’s Hospital in 1992

and had his organs removed without his parents’ consent, has used forgiveness to
take the tragedy into her own hands and to ensure that lessons are learned. I can
~ sit down and talk with the pathologists because I am not out to attack them. They
-realise I want to listen and they, too, have learned from me.’

The F word, if put into practice, has real power to effect constructive peace and
justice. Believers or not, we can all recognise the truth of what Jesus taught and
showed: that forgiveness is the only hope for a broken and violent worid.

: ' Andrew

on the Green
Friday August 12th 6 p.m.

in aid of Church & Churchyard maintenance
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Al  Saints’ Diovy

Churchwardens: Graham Worraill 562016 & Liz Webb 560090

You would be welcome at all church services which
are at Thurlestone, unless indicated otherwise

Church Sevvices

EVERY SUNDAY 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (1%, 3™ & 5% BCP, 2™ & 4™ CW)
11.10 a.m. 1*: Morning Worship for All Ages 2"%: Matins (BCP)
3": Family Communion (CW)
4t g 5™ : parish Eucharist (CW)

Weekdays

1°T THURSDAY 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP) at Whitehorses, Bantham
OTHER THURSDAYS 9,00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW)

LAST THURSDAY 8.30 a.m. Informal Prayer

Jaenefice Services

JuLy 31sT 6.00 p.m. Outdoor Songs of Praise by stream in Buckland
AUGUST 28TH 6.00 p.m. Outdoor Songs of Praise at South Milton

BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship
See Church Notice Boards for seasonal variations & more information

You can be assured of a warm welcome for
AActivities in the Chuvch ¥Neeting Poom

MONDAYS 10.30 a.m. Coffee-Time in aid of monthly charity
WEDNESDAYS 10.30 a.m. Coffee-Time with optional fun & games in aid of charity
1sT FRIDAY 12.30 p.m. Soup & Ploughman's Lunch /in aid of new church lighting

September only:

TUESDAYS 3.30 p.m. Searchlight (primary age) Contact: Liz Webb 560090
WEDNESDAYS 1.45 p.m. Under 5s Contact: Scilla Grose 560375, Janet Fraser.562417
THURSDAYS 6.00 p.m. Youth Group (secondary age) Contact: Gill Durden 560509

FRIDAYS 12.30 p.m. Lunch Club (all other Fridays) for those living alone/unable to
cook for themselves — please book in advance on 560090

Lifts can be arranged to Coffee-Time, Ploughman’s & Lunch Club

Evryone is welcome to jin us for
( ' veam 7 ens

- THURSDAYS AUGUST 18TH & 25TH

CHURCH MEETING ROOM

3.00 p.m. ~ 5.00 p.m.
in aid of the new Church Lighting

Please use CHURCH CAR PARK when attending church or meeting room




- SAFFRON
PRIVATE HIRE

(Proprietor: ] Peacock)
Travel over any distance

Shopping, Airports, Stations
air conditioned vehicle

Personal Service
Safe, Comfortable &Convenient

Assistance given to
elderly & disabled by

SOUTHWEST
UPHOLSTERY SERVICES

Paul & Debbie Tucker

RE-UPHOLSTERY
SPECIALISTS

Domestic furniture
Antique & Modern
Large selection of fabrics

Formerly at 55 Church Street

mature experienced driver- NOW at:
retired emergency .
- Fairfields Workshop
Ambulance Man Wallingford Road
01 548 853 900 e
THE SALON @i THERRITISH CHIRORODY
&P |
Hairdressing for Visiting chiropody service
men and women . for the South Hams
Cindy and The Salon Douglas V Smith
team welcome clients M.5.5.Ch, MB.ChA-
old and new CHIROPODIST

Piercing Room now Open

....We are always
pleased to see you !

43 Fore St

Kingsbridge 01 548 852 128

|

For a comprehensive chiropody
' service in the comfort of your
own home

For enquiries and appointments,
please telephone

(01548) 561304 anytime

(answerphoné when out on call)




IF YOU LIVE ROUND HERE.......
YOU NEED JUST TWO BOOKS

“THE STORY OF THURLESTONE,
BUCKLAND AND BANTHAM?” with

tACCOmmOdaHon n Meaﬁ?
G“g.‘.’z Q{;&-{/
Sy

LUXURY BED & BREAKFAST

100 Old Photographs telling the
tale. £8.95 at
' HIGHER CROSS PARK
) THURLESTONE
SHIPWRECKS OF THE SOUTH TQ7 3LP
HAMS?” Over 70 very
. . 01548 561989
local shipwrecks in full detail and e-mail higher.x.pk@virgti. et
pictures. £9.95 OPEN ALL YEAR |
FROM ALL YOUR LOCAL SHOPS.....
Hosts Wendy & John Taylor
DON’T WALK ABOUT
WITHOUT THEM!
esMes | | riom
b Masier
’ lor g
Ffour Seagong Metnl Pig Forge
Gardening

General Garden Maintenance
Lawn Mowing, Hedge trimming

Power Washing etc
Richard Jackson

Tel: 01548 562039
Mobile: 07976 886946

rmiackson04@hotmail.com

The Finest Quality
Traditional & conlemporary
Hand forged Iron Work

Garden Sculpture Gardew Furnidiue,
Gatzs Radings Wood burning Stoves

AL agpecty of residentiad & public
Commmmissions undertaken

Ford free Quote
Tele OYSEE 562203 MobilecO736838570%




Five ladies and a dog braved the
rain and thick mist on 2™ June to
walk the coastal path known as

Lord Revelstoke’s Drive at Noss
Mayo. On such a morning the spectacular
views to Plymouth and the Cornish coast,
which we would normally have enjoyed,
were of course completely blotted out.

It was not an entirely uneventful walk

though. We skirted a herd of cows with bull.

Kindness to animals ever uppermost in our
minds, we were not going to'move the poor
things from our path even though this meant
a slight detour was necessary. But it must be
said that this detour did not in the slightest
impair the cracking pace we had set for
ourselves. Indeed we reached “The Swan”
at Noss in record time. The tide being right
out, we were able to cross the causeway to
“The Swan”, so shortening our way a little,
Naturally a result of perfect planning by our
leader.

So good had our walk time been that the pub
was closed when we arrived - but on taking
one look at our bedraggled group they
opened up for us. We had a super lunch
there and set off for the car much refreshed.
A shout from the landlord, who came

running after us, caused a moment’s concetn.

Had someone not paid? No, it was merely a
gallant act fo restore the stick left behind by
one of our group.

We drove home to Thurlestone through an
ever-brightening afternoon after completing
another thoroughly enjoyable TRAMP
outing. '

SW

This was a walk for which the
drive-in was almost as strenuous
as the walk itself, involving the
tortuous safari from Frogmore to
East Portlemouth. Eventually, though, ten

VILLAGE VOICE
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regular Trampers (and two dogs) set off from
Mill Bay National Trust car-park at about
10.25 am on Wednesday 8" June in bright
sunshine and brisk, chilly easterly breeze -
ideal conditions for a walk which we knew
was probably the longest of the season, at
about 9 miles.

The first section was a high-level passage
through dense bracken and woodland above
the Salcombe Estuary, leading out on to the
open coast path with fine views from Prawle
Point in the east to Overbecks and the Bolt
Head to the west. The coastal walk past the
Gara Rock, Venerick’s Cove and Elender
Cove was airy and pleasant, with profuse
wild flowers after a damp Spring - especially
tall stands of magenta foxgloves, cranesbill,
scarlet pimpernels, sea campion, and some
early thrift. The small beaches along this
stretch looked idyllic and were, apart from

a couple of small boats, deserted.

A final scramble up past Signathouse

Point brought us to Prawle Point, where we
turned inland, The path to East Prawle was
indistinct and less attractive than the Coast
Path proper, so we were glad to reach our
lunch venue at The Pig’s Nose pub, where
we all retired indoors to escape the cold
wind. Ii took us a full hour to recover from
the exertions of the eastward hike along the
coast, and fortunately the afternoon stretch
was easier. -

We passed East Prawle’s unusual duck-pond
and crossed open fields, before negotiating
an almost unique segment of footpath in

a tunnel through a house at Newhouse
Cottages - presumably the legacy of a past
planning condition. Two of our party peeled
off here for a faster road route back to Mill
Bay, but the remaining eight followed an
obviously little-used contour path through
pleasant pasture and then thick woods down
to Goodshelter. We crossed the slippery
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tidal causeway without injury, and then
followed the deeply shaded narrow road
beside the estuary back to East Portlemouth
and on to Mill Bay. including the lunch-stop,
the circuit had taken us 6 hours.

DR

On 13" June, thirteen walkets,
including four young ladies
visiting from London, met for a
short walk around Snapes Point
having parked in the National Trust car park
nearby. The weather was absolutely glorious.

We walked over the fields to Snapes Point
where we stopped for refreshments and to
savour the stunning views over the Salcombe
Estuary.

From there, we followed the track to Batson
creek, then onward up the hill before taking
off over the fields. A steep climb took us
back up to the road where I remembered last
year we had problems getting the dogs over
a stile. We didn’t have any dogs with us this
year but, in any case, someone had very
sensibly adapted the stile to enable dogs to
get through easily.

The road took us back to the car park. It had
been a lovely walk on one of the better days
of this Summer.

LW

The forecast had been for showers

on the morning of Thursday 7 July

but in the event it was sunny with

a light offshore breeze. The party
consisted of eight Tramps members (and two
dogs), perhaps rendered more mellow as the
boisterous element of Tramps had opted for
the WI Garden Party instead.

After booking a table for funch at The
Dolphin in Kingston, we left the cars in
the pub car-park and set off for a short but
traffic-free road walk to Scobbiscombe
Farm, where we turned west across pasture
for a mile’s gradual descent to the Erme

VILLAGE VOICE
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Estuary at Fernycombe Point. The crops

were beginning to ripen and the path

was narrowed to only a foot between

the encroaching vegetation on either side,
especially top-heavy cow-parsley, but the
views westwards towards St Anchorite’s

Rock, Beacon Hill and Stoke Down were
stunning.

At Fernycombe Point we turned up-river and
stopped briefly at Muxham Point to admire
the view of the Erme Estuary and Orcheton
Wood in the distance. We then continued
down on to Wonwell Beach, which was
completely deserted, and along the tidal
sand long enough to let the dogs swim in

the freshening water of the ebbing tide.
When we reached the road, we turned east
for a strenuous but shady climb up through
Furzedown Wood, emerging to unusual
views of south-west Dartmoor on the
horizon. An almost overgrown path through
waist-high barley and then oats brought us
back to the road, and a short walk back into
Kingston for lunch. We opted to sit in the
garden, where the sun was surprisingly hot.

This was a short walk (just under 4 miles)
but a perfect one for a combination of
pasture, coast-path, and woodland walking,
all within a short distance of a good pub.

DR

COACH TRIP TO BATH
FOR SHOPPING
or

THE AMERICAN MUSEUM
CLAVERTON MANOR

TUESDAY 20 SEPTEMBER

Depart Kingsbridge Quay 8.00 am
Leave Bath at 5.00 pm

Coach fare £10.00

Ring PPat Macdonald (560436)
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THURLESTONE

POST OFFICE & STORES
Shop locally at your friendly Village Store

Proud to supply you with local Produce:
Fresh Bread, Fruit & Veg, Dairy Products,
Pasties, Cakes, Sandwiches, Burts Crisps

Wide range of groceries, provisions, gifts:
Newspapers, tobacco products, Off Licence,
Soft Drinks, Ice Creams, Beach Goods,
Photocopy & Fax service

We are happy to accept cheques or credit.
and debit cards for min. of £10

Use the Post Office to buy stamps or obtain
money—certain banks only

Feel free to call in and browse—you’ll be
pleasantly surprised!
See Directory at the back for opening times

PHONE/FAX 01! 548 561917

Fabulous foods available all year round
with an emphasis ow local, fine quality
produce, compleniented with
eontinental goodies.

Coffee and Lunch bar, where You can enjoy
our freshly ground Colombian blend and
choose from the delicious menu.

call ahead for piocnie and hawper services.

Bespoke catering available {from the Red
' Earth Kitchen.,

01548 856100 / redearthdeli.couk
1 Dukee Street, Kingsbridge, TF LU

SWIMMING POOLS

Swimming Pool Engineers

Plant Room Construction &
Maintenance

Swimming Pool
Installations/Construction

01548 810288 &
01752 407662

HEAT CARE
Plumbing and Heating Engineers
CORGI OFTEC
198708 C 2997
' Solar Heating Systems

Installed

corai HEAT CARE orrec
198708 2997
Plumbing and Heating Engineers

AGA/Rayburn/Boiler

Replacements & Servicing
All Makes and Types

Central Heating Systems
Installation Service and
Repair

Bathroom Design &
Installation

General Plumbing
Multi Fuel Stoves

Chimney Lining & Construction

01548 810288 & 01752




MULTI METHOD PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING AND GUARANTEED

GUARDSMAN PROTECTION OF TAKE A BREAK
CARPETS RUGS UPHOLSTERY
CURTAINS AND LEATHER
| from IRONING !!
Safeclean g
The furnishing care specialists from :
 CUARDSMAR | Lisa Wootton
Oriental and antique rug cleaning and
ropar IRONING SERVICE
Spot, stain and odour removal
Carpet patching
Leather cleaning specialists Lisa will collect and Deliver
Recommended by leading local furnishiog your ironing
manufacturers and retailers
All work fully insured and guaranteed Reasonable Rates
Free estimates and advice given
Established since 1969 Tel: 01548 856567
FREEPHONE
0808 1 449072 or: 07753 422 202

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

If you are requirecm submit one to the Inland Revenue,

MALCOLM FRANKE BSc., FCA

invites you to discuss the benefits to you of using his

ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION SERVICES

The benefits include

- Competitive, fixed fee quotes.

- Personal service from a qualified chartered accountant.

- Over 20 years experience of dealing with individual taxpayers and
small businesses.

- Home visits as required, at your convenience.

- Integrity and confidentiality guaranteed.

- Free initial consultation.
If you want your affairs dealt with to your benefit, at your convenience,

by a local professional person you can trust, simply give me a call on

01548-562320

Malcolm Franke — Chartered Accountant _
Campania, Links Road, South Milton, Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 3JR.
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@ NEWS FROM THE WI @

June Meeting

It was a pleasure to welcome Vivien Plews,
Wendy Gornall and Jennifer Heatley to
our midst. Members had been asked to
arrive with their ‘party pieces’ as no speaker
had been booked. President Judith Le
Grice kicked off with the Sardine Song to be
followed by the duo of Shirley Barnes and
Karen Livett as two little boys comparing
notes about their Dads. Dorothy Abel read
a brilliantly wicked piece of poetry by Roald
Dahl entitled A Hand in the Bird - the punch
came in the last line! Then the mood
changed with Vivien Plews’s nostalgic
Robert Frost poem ‘Autumn Apple-Picking’.
Val Brown’s comic reading of two pieces -
the first about a power failure during a
mammogram and the second about a village
fete - caused great amusement. Margaret
Cullum gave us two Australian poems,
Shirley Barnes read ‘It couldn’t be done’
and Judith Le Grice ‘Pearls’. Highlight of
the afternoon was a reprise by the Cinderella
chorus-line by the high-kicking Pat Clarke,
Pam Knight, Wendy Neukirchen and Jo
Odams with their ‘Big Spender’.

Nature Walk

The evening of June 14" was luckily fine and
dry underfoot and members joined with other
local WI members, 42 in total, at an event
organised by West Alvington WI - a walk to
the bird hide at Charleton Marsh led by our
local naturalist Gordon Waterhouse, A lot
was learnt from his expert commentaries,
and a jolly pub supper followed.

Awards for All

We were delighted with the news of an
Award, which will be used to pay for
bursaries for members to attend Denman, the
WTI's adult residential college in Oxfordshire.

VILLAGE VOICE
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Albert Hall

Eight members attended the NFWI annual
general meeting. They had a good time

and enjoyed the speakers Bill Bryson,

Jane Fonda and Helena Kennedy. Two
resolutions, on waste and the environment
and farm gate milk prices became mandates.
As a result, Thurlestone members planned
to contact our local MP to get his support
for fairer treatment for farmers over the price
they receive as milk producers.

July

A fine day ensured the success of the Garden
Lunch at Rosemary Mackay’s home and
the £70 profit from the day will be donated
for equipment at the new Parish Hall. Pat
Clarke’s Wimbledon Tennis Sweepstake
made £130 profit which will be donated to
the Parish Hall’s tennis tournament in aid

of the hall on the 5" August. Winners were -
1st Margaret Cullum (Federer), 2™ Val
Monrrison (Roddick) and 3™ Karen Livett
(Venus Williams). A letter was approved for
despatch to our MP, as agreed in June, on the
subject of farm-gate milk prices.

Martin Catt made a welcome return visit, as
our booked speaker on ‘Wills of the Rich &
Famous’ could not be with us. Emptying the
contents of two Tesco carrier bags packed
with pieces of wild material he had gathered
from the fields and hedgerows - his talk was
called “Nature’s wild harvest, or 3000 BT
(Before Tesco)” - he proceeded to entertain
us for almost an hour as he explained piece
by piece what their uses were in days gone
by. It was a both an insight into the days
before modern medicines and a lesson about
how much there is from natural sources that
could still be of use to us today - even though
the people with this kind of knowledge are a
vanishing breed.
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My African Stories
by Tony Goddard
{The Memoir Club £14.95)

Little news out of Africa seems to be good
news, despite St Bob and his court of rockers
and ‘millions’ on marches and police-
bashing in Edinburgh. Of course the debt
forgiveness of world leaders is a stride in the
right direction, but dare one say that your
average African was better off and safer in
the shade of the Union Jack than he is under
most of his current rulers? .

That is why I approached this book by Tony
Goddard, the Bantham barrister, with some
caution. I feared his African stories might be
very depressing. 1 was totally wrong.

Here, written with wit and honesty, is Tony
Goddard’s account of his life in Northern
Rhodesia (now Zambia) between 1962 and
1965 when, at the age of 23, he joined the
Colonial Office and found himself posted
as a District Officer with responsibility for
a complete tribal area, including a game
reserve, during the run-up to independence.
As a stipendiary magistrate he dealt with
cases the like of which his law practice
would never come cross in the whole of
Thurlestone parish. However, it is true that
sometimes, Rumpole-like, he recalls dealing
with cases which will have a distinct
Bantham ring about them to local readers.

Of course his stories include the obligatory
tales of being chased by a lioness and being
tree-ed by a rhino, but his other memories
contain more serious stuff. He served as
an air-gunner with a flare pistol in a police
spotter-plane during a small tribal war.
Even in his tales of the front ling ground
skirmishes between troops, police and
natives in that same war, he still does not
lose the good humour for which he is known
in this parish and for which I suspect he is
still remembered by the characters who bob

VILLAGE YOICE
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up on every page. A well-written memoir,
certainly worth reading.

KM

Don’t Let’s Go

To The Dogs Tonight
by Alexandra Fuller
(Picador £6.99)

This has an African setting. It is the story of
a childhood spent living through the war in
what used to be Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe)
and wondering if you fought on the right
side, and about the stoicism of the family
round whom the story is based. It recounts
their troubles and privations before moving
on to farm in Malawi and then Zambia.

RM
The Undomesticated Goddess
by Sophie Kinsella
(Bantam £16.99)

I had given up hope of finding anything
worth reviewing, when up comes the library
with this corker of a new best-seller by
Sophie Kinsella. She writes with a witty and
refreshing style which is very funny indeed at
times but still thought-provoking.

It is the story of a very intelligent high-flying
female lawyer who is destined to be offered a
partnership in a most prestigious legal firm
but who, at the last minutes, comes a
cropper. Or does she? Read the intriguing
and entertaining way in which she resolves
her predicament, changes her life, and turns
the tables on those who plot her downfall.

This is a most enjoyable book, not to be
missed, which I recommend highly for a
holiday read. She has written five other
novels which [ will now be chasing!

GW
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Tel: ) Mobile:
01848 560 564 E-Mail jack@timber-jack.fanet.co.uk 07866 696 307
Tree Services

All aspects of tree surgery from pruning to the removal of dead, dying, and dangerous trees
Stump grinding ~ Replanting Woodland maintenance
Advice on all tree matters and legal constraints _
All our work is carried out by fully trained and insured staff

Fencing
We are able to design and build any style of fence to your personal requirements,
using the highest quality locally sourced and sawn timber

Working today for tomorrow’s couniryside

# “Cumiral Cars” A

2 The Stables
BILL Northford Road .
_ Dartmouth !
PETHERAM ' ' Devon TQ6 9EP
#*GARDENER** -
Rolls Rovee Hitver Spirit |
RHS Qualified
& Sypecial Car
* Pruning -
*  Weeding . FFor Bour Hyerial Bay
* Borders o
® New Planting | Phone Hugh
® Restoration | At
*  Regeneration |

“omriral Cars”
| [We atz0 specialise ia airport and long distance transfers] |

Tel: 0790 5171525




w, on | WORRWISy
THE GARDEN - |
PLANT CENTRE Christian Bookshop

Al N
ston Nursery g%v RQSOUTCQ Cenﬂ"e

r

Malborough g
41 Fore Street, Kingsbridge
Wl(ll;i selec;1 onl? f gp guahty | Special stock of Greetings Cards
ants for the Garden | : & Gifts availapl_g
BAMBOOS,PALMS, Christian books, cards, g’Lﬁs & music.
 PHORMIUMS | Over 75.000 titles available to order
HANGING BASKETS within 24 hours.
BEDDING & PATIO PLANTS Open Mon-Sat 10.00-4.00
MANY UNUSUAL CLIMBERS Telephone 01548 856571
& SHRUBS Fax 01548 856573

Open 9 am to 5 pm E Mail wordwise@fish.co.uk

Wédnesday to Sunday inclusive

NEWSPAPERS MAGAZINES

NEWSPAPER DELIVERIES

Whether you are a permanent resident or on holiday, why not enjoy the
luxury of having your newspapers delivered to your door?

Dave and Sandra offer an honest, early and reliable delivery service
7 days a week.
No need to get the car out—use our petrol and let us get wet!
From one day to permanent—all it takes is one ‘phone call to
01548 853132
And we can start you tomorrow

Magazines delivered Free

Dave & Sandra Edmonds, 22 Henacre Road, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1DN




HARRY HUGGINS ON
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

June remarked how the birds we see have
changed. We started our Thurlestone life in

an apartment in Mead Drive, drove down from
Essex to see it one January in the late 1970s.

On the low wall outside was a male Black
Redstart - a sooty grey-and-black creature with a
brilliant chestnut tail, very like a Robin, its near
relative, but a bit less portly.

Black Redstart

Very rare in Britain, they began o breed on
bomb-sites in London which perhaps reminded
them of their European mountain homes. Go to
Mallorca in winter and you will find hundreds, if
not thousands, of them, In Devon we get just the
odd one wintering - look at the rocks piled up at
the end of the South Milton car park and there is
sometimes one by the Lifeboat House in Hope
Cove.

Black Redstart was enough for me. Far more
practical, June was concerned about what
accommodation the apartment had to offer.
But for me, if there were wintering Black
Redstarts, why look further? They haven’t
disappointed us. We kept the apartment for
three or four years, for holidays. Then we
moved along Meadcombe Road to where we are
now. The garden was bare earth. The builders
had put grass seed in, but weeds came up first.
I wailed to Derrick Yeoman, “Keep knocking
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them down” he said. So I got out the Flymo and
kept knocking them down. Eventuaily the grass
and I prevailed.

We wanted bushes around. As far as I recall

the deeds said we mustn’t, but we wanted some
privacy from the dogs and their owners who had
rambled all over what had become our garden
and didn’t see why they shouldn’t continue.

June grew some bushes from bits taken from a
huge pile of cuttings which used to be in Mead
Drive where there are fine big houses now.
Others came from what I pinched out of people’s
hedges in the village. We would find them as we
walked about and when I took the dog out after
dark I would cut them off. No doubt that if we
had asked we would have been invited to help
ourselves....but it was much more fun to steal
them. '

One boundary has somewhere around 120 feet
of holly hedge. We bought this at an auction

at a little nursery near Buckland Abbey - in 60
containers, The man said “Would you like to
bring your lorry now sir?” He seemed surprised
when I turned up with a Ford Escort. Somehow
it all went it - a lot around June’s feet and the
dog had to ride home on her lap. There was a
time when I could cut the hedge for myself.
Not any more - it is higher than I am and would
now be over 20 feet high if we had let it grow.

Meanwhile there were still Black Redstarts.
Around us were half-built houses and piles of
blocks and things which builders leave around.
The Black Redstarts loved these and a few
stayed for the winters. There were Cirl Buntings
too, at about their lowest ebb, for it was
reckoned there were fewer than a hundred pairs
left in Britain - all along the South Devon coast.
But we had three or four pairs in the hedges on
the Mead. Now hedges and birds have all gone.
This was when all the elm trees were dying from
Dutch Elm disease. Some peopie thought the
decline of the Cirl Bunting was linked. Later the
RSPB folk found the birds needed rough weedy
places to provide food in winter. They got
farmers to lcave uncultivated strips around the
edges of their fields and numbers are supposed
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to have increased. I say supposed - it could just
be that they have been looking harder for the
birds.

Slowly our hedges grew, with the odd set-back
when Farmer Stidston’s cows came and ate them
all. The builders were working down the hill
and for a time we were in the lowest row. But
eventually the houses below us were finished,
the piles of blocks were used up and the Black
Redstarts didn’t come any more. There were
piles of earth heaped up as the gardens were
‘landscaped’ - which meant scraping off the
topsoil and leaving us with the shillet sub-soil.
Cirl Buntings used to sit on these heaps, and

on the old field hedges which remained, to sing.
The piles of earth went too, to be buried (along
with one or two old motor cars) under the topsoil
in the valley below.

So we lost the Black Redstarts and the Cirl
Buntings. Other birds came instead. Almost

to the day we moved in House Martins built

on our house. They nested every year against
opposition from House Sparrows. | tried to help
by dangling strings with weights in front of the
nests which deterred the Sparrows for a whole.
Once a nest fell down in a rain squall - we
thought that fledged young from an earlier brood
crowded in for shelter. One chick drowned in

a drain and I put the other in a margarine tub

and pinned it up where the nest had been. The
parents continued to feed it and it fledged. Now,
in 2005, we have no House Martins and for the
past few years we have had no Sparrows - they
have been going through a bad patch almost
everywhere. This year, however, they are
returning and there is constant chirping,.

As the hedges have grown Robins have come.
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Before we had anything much in the garden we
put up a bird table. It has a roof and wires from
the top to the tray to keep out the big birds.

A young couple in a car saw a Robin on it.
They thought we had it in a cage (“A Robin in
a cage/Has all heaven in a rage” and all that).
They strode across the garden to protest,
whereupon Robin flew out....to our delight and
their utter confusion.

As well as Robins there are Hedge Sparrows
(Dunnocks if you prefer), Chaffinches and
Blackbirds. We feed all year - they need help

in winter and in spring when they have families.
Come the summer there are lots of birds but little
in the way of wild seeds yet. Shelled sunflower
seeds are what we put out, the richest food
available. Shelled because if you don’t buy
shelled ones the birds split the shells out and you
get a mass of black bits everywhere. (£21.00 for
12.5 kilos from Vine Farm, Deeping St Nicholas,
near Spalding, Lincolnshire PE11 3DG. They
will eat that lot in a month). Peanuts go off if
not eaten quickly but the sunflower seeds are so
poputar they are gobbled up immediately - by
Greenfinches mostly.

When we lived at Clacton-on-Sea, our birding
guru told us that if we saw three Greenfinches
at the food there were almost certainly thirty
coming. Now we often count a dozen or more
so does that mean there are over 100? This year
there have been Goldfinches too - fourand a
young one, though fewer now as we found on
the lawn the wing feathers of one - no doubt a
Sparrowhawk had him. No, I don’t grudge the
Sparrowhawk, not after living in Essex where
we never saw one - wiped out by pesticides and
gamekeepers.

It isn’t only the birds which have changed. So
have the trees. Among my favourite bedside
reading is a jolly littie book called "The Story
of Thurlestone, Bantham and West Buckland
(told with the help of old photographs)”
Kendall McDonald did the words, Peter Hurrell
provided the pictures and Neil Girling lad a
finger in the pie somewhere. The Thurlestone
shop has copies.

There is a picture of what Kendall catls the long
drag up Buckland Hill to Thurlestone (Die-on-
the way Hill we used to call it). He remarks that
this was one of the places then (1895} which was
more wooded than now. There is a photograph,
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taken from the air, of Thurlestone Rock and the
nearby beaches. | am not going to commit
myself as to whether these are South Milton
Sands or Thurlestone Sands, although a chunk
of it is in South Huish. It shows the church and
part of the Yarmer estate - all looking very stark
without much in the way of trees. Kendall does
not quote a date for the picture, saying merely it
was between the wars. The Thurlestone Hotel
appears with quite a lot of trees behind it. In his
little book about the history of Thurlestone Golf
Club Neville Oswald tells us that the main block
of the hotel was completed in 1928.

Across the road from the Clubhouse there
appears in the photographs to be a littie building
which I take to be the headquarters of the
Artisans’ Golf Club. Neville says this was built
in 1934 but of course there might have been
something there before. These presumably
second-class citizens paid a subscription of 5p

a year for which they could play in evenings
during the summer and after 1 pm on Saturdays.
Beyond this little building (I don’t think the loos
were there then) a hedge stretched inland, with
big trees where the blocks of apartments at
Merchants Garden are now.

Close to the Clubhouse there were no irees, just
hedge, though no doubt someone had planted
trees in it. When I took a photograph in 1987
there were, quite close to the Clubhouse, fine tall
pine trees (Maritime Pines [ think). They were
flourishing. When I took another, in 1994, all

were dead and now they have gone as though
they never were. So in about 60 years they must
have grown big and then died; a lot of trees don’t
seem to live long in these parts.

In 1989 a pair of Buzzards nested there, only
about a hundred yards from the Clubhouse. All
very successful as they brought off about three
young ones. There must have been plenty of
rabbits to feed them on, and we saw the parents
catching Wood Pigeons. The Wood Pigeons
which strut about our garden - and stand under
the feeders to take bits of seed which the finches
drop - seem preity tame but usually they are
scary and tough. We think of Buzzards as lazy,
clumsy old things but they must be pretty agile
to catch Wood Pigeons - different from their
usual diet of rabbits, road kills (which is why we
see them sitting on electricity poles as we drive
to Kingsbridge) and earthworms.

Most things eat earthworms. They are a staple
part of a badger’s diet, and you may see upwards
of twenty Buzzards following a plough. Can’t
say P’ve tried earthworms, though I have eaten
odd things like fish-head stew (in Singapore)
and snipe cooked in the ‘traditional way’, which
means with its insides left in.

Bur earthworms ......... well, you never know
where they have been!

Harry Huggins

Dear Editor

POSTBAG

The Best Thing Since Sliced Breadl!

South Hams District Councill
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I am so pleased with our new wheelie-bins that T could not resist writing to tell you.

How spiendid to get rid of those old dustbins which were so heavy and awkward to move to
the roadside. Now we have bins with wheels and a handle - it's so easy. I wish the brown
bin was larger, but so far I can get all my grass cuttings and prunings in, and so - no more
trips to the tip. Hooray! We have a yard end the bins go in there out of the way and are
conveniently near to the back door. As for cleaning the bins, no problem. T use the garden
hose, and wash the car at the same time. All in all - a great improvement. Well done the

Yours gratefully
Anon

(name and address supplied)
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Puzzle Page

NINE-LETTER WORD-SEARCH - FIND THE AIRPORTS

The grid contains names of 21 x 9 letter airports. The first three columns are airports in the
UK - the next four columns are airports overseas. The clues may (or may not!) be of help!

LA RN~

National Lottery called?

In which county would you find 8.
Papworth Hospital?

Which is the world’s oldest
surviving republic?

What is Paul McCartney’s first

name?

VILLAGE VOICE

9.

10.

bat-eared, and fennec?

Mind the Tower!
A Beatledrome? BEN | STW | CKP | FIU | ANC | TAN | NIK
Light blue?
Not an old keep OOL | TLE | ROB{| ERG | ION | BAR | TER
Opposite the George :
West of Skye ERN | BRI | ICK || HOR | LLE | ADI | HER
North of Skye .
A sand wedge to Troon
The city in the Highlands ORO | STO | ULA| BAD | DUB | ISL | CEL
. A harbour?
. One Gabriel BLA | INV { LIV § AKL | ROT | AGE | HVI
. Manuei’s hometown |
. Find the Orlando Column DGE | ERP | CAS || HAN | MOG { NUR | SAN
Named after Kazantzakis
- Capital of Pakistan PRE | BEC | RNO|| NAS | MIC | ROV [ AMA
. Black Hawk down
. Music Ci
' Where Gieating dicd NEW | UGH | cAM|| ONA | DER | EMB | ARC
. Mainport Europe I
. Portus Victoriae WAY | OOL | ESS | DAM | GEL | INO | SHU
. The Da Vinci code? —
TEN TEASERS
Who was the first Mrs Warren 6. Which is the largest borough in
Beatty? the city of New York?
What is the regulator of the 7. Which animal can be red, arctic,

What colour are Rupert Bear’s
trousers?

Which sea or ocean is the least

salty in the world?

What is the meaning of the
word piliferous?

The commurity magazine of Bagtham, Bucklaud, and Thurtesione
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i you're looking for great service

WE'RE N

-We can repair apy shoe
including surgical adaptations
-Full key cutting service
including most chipped car g
-Full watch repair service, including
batteries, straps, glass replacements
-Batteries for car immobilisers

and alarms

-Professional sharpening service for all
tools, knives and scissors
-Full engraving service
-Pet identity tags
-Leather Goods
-Luggage

-Most services that we offer can be
achieved the same day or even while
you wait )

Mastersa Hin. bidge

Unit 10, The Anchor Centre, Bridge Street

01548 857857

Claire's Kitchen
'Cuisine with a flair'

Qutside Caterers
Food for every occasion

WEDDINGS, ANNIVERSARIES
CHRISTENINGS
CORPORATE FUNCTIONS
Special menu of dishes available
for home entertaining

TELEPHONE/FAX 01548 560191
Claire J. Wallace
Winkfield Place Cordon Bleu Diploma

ADRIAN
T MUNDY

Independent Monumental
Masons _-=

Memorials: Renovations:
Lettering: Name Plates

A Local Qualified
- Craftsman
Competitive Prices

Tel/Fax: 01 548 856 340 or :
Mobile/Shop 07721-666524
Unit 10, Garden Mill, Kingsbridge '

e .

A local independent
family business

SAVILL

FUNERAL SERVICES

Funeral Director Talbot Savill

. The only Independent
Family Funeral Directors
in Kingsbridge

PRE-PAYMENT

. PLAN FUNERALS
ON REQUEST

A CARING, SYMPATHETIC
& 24 HR PERSONAL SERVICE

Tel: Kingsbridge 01548 857701

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST

The Moorland, Lower Union Road,
Kingsbridge TQ7 IEF

I



JAN’S CATERING

Next time you want
to throw a special
Dinner Party -

relax, put your feet up -

ring Jan

Sy 12 She will prepare it,
cook it and bring it
to your house ready
for the table

Also freshly cooked
Food to fill up your

Freezer

For further information E E
Jan 01548 560894

BURTON FARMHOUSE &
GARDEN ROOM RESTAURANT

-beautifully restored farmhouse and working
farm offering B&B and evening meals

-1 mile Hope Cove, 3 miles Salcombe
-centrally heated en-suite accommodation

-Garden Room restaurant serving delicious
country fayre using fresh local produce

-open to non-residents, Booking essential
-self catering coftages also available
-private parties, weddings, dinners etc
-Fully Licensed

Anne Rossiter, Burton Farmhouse,
Galmpton, Kingsbridge, TQ7 3EY
Tel; 01 548 561 210

-Curtains-
PELMETS
TIE-BACKS
CUSHION COVERS
BED COVERINGS
ALTERATIONS etc

MANDY COLE

Telephone
01 548 531832

GOLF 4 KIDS

JOIN THE FUN AT THURLESTONE
GOLF CLUB! SIGN UP FOR OUR
SUMMER COACHING SESSIONS
AND LEARN AN EXCITING NEW
SPORT. EXPERIENCED GOLFERS
ALSO WELCOME. WE CAN SUPPLY
EQUIPMENT AND CATER FOR
AGES FROM 5-15 YEARS.

FOR MORE DETAILS.
CALL SCOTT OR PETER ON

01548 560715




HORSWEI-I, DIARY

It’s been a crazy few weeks. The decorators are
still here. After three months I'm beginning to
feel like a sparrow with a family of cuckoos
disrupting my nest. Indeed bird-brained-would
be a good way of describing my state of mind
recently. Take the wallpaper problem for
instance: We have all seen it, we all agree that
the vital roll to complete the downstairs corridor
is here in the house somewhere, we are all
SURE we can find it, But the truth is: we can't.
Meanwhile Darty and I camp out in the kitchen
sitting on hard garden chairs because:

a) The upholsterer has had our proper
chairs for so long I would not recognise them
if they appeared on Crimewatch.

b) With the corridor half finished the
effort to reach any other part of the house
necessitates an expedition to the South Pole and
back via several flights of stairs and wanderings
through bedrooms various. By which time
encroaching senility assures that we have
forgotten why we set off in the first place and
ensutes that whatever we meant to bring with
us has been left behindl

We have searched high and low in every
conceivable nook and cranny for the missing
paper; behind bookcases, on top of wardrobes,
in dark corners of damp cellars, toolsheds,
garages and bat-infested attic hideaways. All to
0o avail, And then we searched all over again.
And then again. Despite a clear picture in our
minds of exactly how the roll of paper is lying
(next to another scrap of the same wallpaper,
covered in thick dust) we have had no success
and nearly driven ourselves insane in the
search, Did I say nearly? I wonder sometimes.

In desperation 1 called the local clairvoyant for
a consultation.

Ts there something specific that you want

to discuss?” she asked. What exactly is the
problem?”

I do not know how far up the scale of
eccentricity Tve lost the wallpaper” comes, but
seemingly unfazed by my request she agreed to
bring her pendulum and help us look.

My husband Is, of necessity, a long suffering
man. But when Abigail greeted him with a
shocked 9t’s YOU ! I've been looking for you
Jfor so long. Don’t you remember me? La
Rochelle 1640. I brought all my horses. You
satled without me!” and later failed dismally to
locate the missing wallpaper, I think he began
to wonder who out of the three of us had lost
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what? (The strange thing is that they really did
seem to recognise each other and my husband
has always had a soft spot for La Rochellel)

After Abigail had left I felt a strong urge to go
and look in my wardrobe. Sure enough I found
a roll of wallpaper. But maddeningly the wrong
one! It reminded me of the conversation we’d
had. She told how she had worked for the
police in locating a missing person, When they
dug up the site she had “visualised” they found
bones. But not the bones of the missing person.
‘The bones of a corpse from a different century!

So after all our efforts the decorators could not
progress and the only piece of wallpaper in

our possession was the one scrap that Jack and
Milly had ripped from the wall without chewing
it into a million bits. We were guarding it with
our life.

Qur search had highlighted the vast amount

of clutter we seem to have collected in our 14
years at Horswell. 1say “we” to keep the peace.
What [ really mean is that my husband is a
hoarder. In the cellar I found all manner of junk
that I KNOW I had previously asked him to
remove from the toolshed, and in the toolshed

I discovered a whole lot of rabbish previously
housed in the cellar! Under severe duress a
skip was hired. Determined to get full value for
money we started early. I donned rubber gloves
and delved into vile corners piling rubbish upon
rubbish to be loaded into the skip, expecting at
every moment to find a dead rat or a spider at
least the size of a crab. Exuding resentment at
the loss of each treasure, my husband hauled
the stuff away, muttering sufficient incantations
under his breath to turn me, at best, into a frog
or a toad. Did he really think I was enjoying
this?

Before long ‘Ob, we don’t need a skip, I'll
take it to the tip” turned into You can'’t get
much in you know. We could bave done
with a bigger skip”. By lunchtime the skip was
indeed very full. And we were weary, filthy and
hungry., We met in the kitchen and struggled

to find the energy to pull open the fridge door.
We need not have bothered. Milk and a pack of
stale bacon were hardly going to make 2 meal,
The phone rang. It was Rosemary, our friend
from Thurlestone.

“You're supposed to be bere for lunch!”

she said, ‘How long will you be?”

We looked each other up and down, taking in
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the mould, the sawdust and the cobwebs
thinking ‘How long does it take to make a
silk purse out of a sow’s ear?” 20 minutes,
we agreed.

Suitably bathed and scrubbed we enjoyed a
funch that was delicious despite our late arrival.
Our hostess was, as ever, charming and

the other guests were kind and forgiving,
remembering times when they too had
forgotten to turn up to an event or arrived a
day too early or a day too late. The thought

of returning home to our chores became
increasingly unappealing. But with the skip
being collected the following day it was
essential to keep going. So we changed back
into our work clothes and cleared and swept
until evening. The decorators would barely
recognise their newly cleaned “store room”
when they returned. Thinking of decorators
made my thoughts return to the wallpaper. And
in particular the remaining scrap that had been
laid for safety on top of a pile of dust sheets.
‘Have you seen that piece of wallpaper?”1
asked.

‘Which piece of wallpaper? I haven't seen
any wallpaper” came the reply.

“The plece that was here, on top of those old
dust sheets you threw away.”

“The dust sheets are in the skip.”

1 looked around the neatly swept cellar, bare
now except for paint pots and a pair of steps:
“Then the wallpaper must be in there t0o!”

And so in I had to go. Over the top. In amongst
all the horrible old detritus and the imagined
spiders and rats, poking about in the skip
searching for that one precious plece of paper.
Of course it was in the bottom, wet and muddy,
beneath EVERYTHING. It tore In half as T pulled
it. And then in half again as ] pulled some more.

The sound of a car approaching made me stand
up as best T could. It was a rather nice
Mercedes. Is that you, Mrs. Dart?” asked the
handsome young man who stepped from the
car. | clasped my three bits of paper and
considered hiding somewhere beneath the

leaking radiator and a rusting mower, but there
wasn’t room. It is hard to assume any sort of
dignity when only one’s head and shoulders are
visible above the deep metal sides and
surrounding debris of a loaded skip. I imagined
myself in the heat of battle, 2 tank commander
with camouflage painted on my face.

“Yes” 1 answered weakly.

‘FHave you lost something?” he asked.

I held up my stained scraps of paper.

‘Ob dear!” came the reply. “We are feeling
hard up, aren’t we?”

He helped me gallantly as I jumped awkwardly
from the skip.

T'ye brought your chairs back - well, five of
them anyway.”

Five? What bappened 1o the sixth?”

“4h, well, the chair's all right. That’s OK.
Nothing io worry abous there. It’s just that,
well, er, um, well, P've lost the piece of fabric
I cut to cover it. And as you know, there
isn't any more.”

“How do you mean, lost #£?"

Well I know I bad it. But then it just seemed
to disappear.”

Bricfly, somewhere between wanting to scream
or cry, 1 felt a sense of deja vu and considered
glving him Abigail’s telephone number.

'Ob! Let’s have a drink” stated my husband,
sensing a touch of angst in the air. T go and
fetch a bottle.”

We sat in the kitchen on the hard garden chairs,
not wanting to risk dirtying the pristine 5 and
waited for him to return. After some time there
was an angulshed call for a pair of pliers.
“Pliers? Whatever for?”

“The decorators bave removed the doorknob
from the wine cellar and I can’t get in/*

1 don’t suppose we will ever know if it was
intended as retribution for delaying their
progtess, but when [ saw them having to create
a sort of papier maché out of my salvaged
scraps 1 could not honestly say that I blamed
them.

Prunella Dart

VILLAGE VOICE

wqu%’b the pfeasuw o{) the compariy af:

{ftw tea and, cabes an the fawn

The community magazine of Banlham, Buckland, and Thuslestone

Jack, Milly, and Bertic
Pipkin Pie
GHY L SEARLY d(uj/ i Sﬂugwsb

at Horswell House

01548 - 561054 |
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The Boutique

’ The Life and Death
ZUb 6’7"6 St.yle 15 Stdﬂdél?‘d of the Liverpool Barque Dryad (1874-91)
by Henry G L Alexander
Ladies’ Shoes -
Handbags Price £12.95
Accessories Published by Aunemouth Books
Jewellery Aune Cross Lodge, Bantham, TQ7 3AD

01548 561182

The true story of years of diving and research on a
vessel wrecked near Start Point during the blizzard of
March 1891. This history of the Dryad, from her
building in Liverpool through seventeen years of sailing
the oceans of the world to her final wreck - with the
tragic loss of all aboard - was presented by the author at |
the 23™ International Shipwreck Conference in Plymouth
in February 2005.

Reviewed by Kendall McDonald
in the February issue of Village
Voice,, this fascinating book

is avaifable from Thurlestone
and Bantham village stores, local
bookshops, or from the publishers.

Lame

|

3 Anzac Street, Dartmouth
Tel: 01803 833233

YOU ARE IN
STAGS COUNTRY!

We currently have many applicants seeking property
in the areas of

THURLESTONE - BANTHAM - BUCKLAND

If you are thinking of selling
we would be delighted to hear from you.

For further information on our discreet confidential
market appraisals without cost or obligation call us now

01548 8563131
www.stags.co.uk kingshridge@stags.co.uk




MYSON CLEANING
SERVICES LTD

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

sheekelkeoofeolesfestefesleokesieske

Professional . Experience
Local Service

Domestic . Commercial

Also
Spring Cleans / Pressure Washing
24 hour Flood Damage Response
De-humidifiers and Air Flow Blower Hire

Feicioiolcteioteicieloldelclokd

Tel: 01548 857595
Mobile: 07971 247375

www.mysoncleaning.co.uk

SALTHER S
BOOIKSHELE

LATIEST
PUBLICATIONS

MAPS, CHARTS
LOCAL INVHREST

SO FOIRE ST
IKEINGSIBIE IIb@EIE
SHG1'T6

I RUSSELL COURT
SALCOMIBIE
sS44464

TERRY REEVES
PRINTING

20 Townsend Close
West Alvington
TQ7 3QA

*QUALITY
**SPEED
**SELVICE
“*COMPETITIVE

PRICES |

Telephone
01 548 853517

(’

J

%

ODD_JOB SERVICE

No Job Too Smallll

For All Types of
CLEANING

Light Gardening
Grass Cutting

Holiday Homes
Security Check

Tel: IVY 560 551
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When Owis Did Cry

By Hubert Snowdon

My lifetime interest in birds began when, as

a toddler, my older sisters lifted me up to look
into a hedge sparrow’s nest in a laurel bush.
On seeing for the first time the beautiful green-
blue eggs in the round moss-lined cup of a nest
I was hooked for life.

Our garden and orchards at Langmans Farm,
with the valley stream rurning through, allowed
me, as I grew, to waich many common birds
and the occasional rare one. I could not wait
each year for spring to turn up and hear the
crescendo as more migrants joined the dawn
chorus. An unbelievable sound when compared
to the few birds that were singing the last time

I slept there.

Barn and tawny owls were common, the little
owl rarer, The screech of the barn and the tu-
whilts of the tawny often kept me from sleeping.
They sat on our barn roofs while waltching for
rats - one of their main foods - and calling to
keep in touch with others. Rats were more
plentiful as the cob and stone walls of barns like
ours were riddied with holes, providing them
with safe homes. The worst time as far as sleep
was concerned was in July when young owls,
just out of the nest, sat on the roofs squeaking

~ continuously to be fed by their parents. I used
to get-very annoyed!

Where in our parish and its environs were the
nests of barn owls to be found? In the pigeon
loft of the faem buildings [row the site of the
shop and barn conversions] that burned down
next to Thurlestone Church and in a barn near
the Rock House Hotel. It was at this barn that
I had a scare one day. On flinging open double
doors whilst checking the building, I instantly
heard a blood-curdling screech and a barn owl
came flying straight at me and missed my head
by just a whisker. It was an unexpected surprise
and if it intended to scare me it certainly did!

There were barn owls at Hamditch, a ruined
cottage, and further up the same valley was a
ruined threshing barn where a kestrel nested.
Further up again was an overgrown willow plot
where a sparrowhawk nested. In fact a watk up
that lea-side on a spring evening was a rich bird
experience and the place deserved to become the
reserve it now is. Yet further up, stock doves
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nested in a row of old poplar trees. [ wonder
how many birds are there now?

The ruined church at South Huish was another
site for owls. Isolated old threshing barns like
the ones at West Down, Bantham, are ideal
places for these shy birds. The four marshes
between Bantham and Scuth Huish, running
down to the sea, were perfect hunting grounds
for barn owls. In each [ have seen them
quartering the ground searching for prey in
daylight, though they are mainly night hunters.
But when the weather is wet they are reluctant
to hunt as their soft feathers can become water-
logged and put their lives at risk. This softness
of feather makes their flight silent so their prey
cannot hear them approaching. Eventually
hunger can drive them out by day if it is dry,
and particularly if they have chicks to feed.

When I first moved to Totnes there was evidence
of barn owls in the many isolated barns around
there. Interestingly, 1 have been told that the
reason for these barns being built around Totnes
was because land-owners who built barns gained
an extra vote at certain elections. Politics!

One day as a youth walking along Hill Top
Lane, which ran through Langmans Farm, |
saw something flopping along in front of me.

It turned out to be a barn owl on its last legs
due to starvation. A dead rat was attached and
locked on to its lower bill. The owl had clawed
away most of the rat except the skull and some
skin but, unable to hunt and feed, it was dying
of starvation.

If fed, the owl may have survived but the only
thing I could do then was to put if out of its
misery by despatching it. Thank goodness there
are places today that can help these damaged
creatures such as the Barn Owl Trust here at
Ashburton. I recently heard a speaker from the
Trust and understand that today there are only
about 600 pairs of barn owls in Britain.

This serious decline in their numbers makes me
think I would gladly suffer the disturbed sleep of
my young days to have them back again. What a
tragedy it would be if these beautiful birds with
the soft feathers and silent flight were to be lost

forever.
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[N YOUR GURPCH

We are heading towards a time of year
when gardens can look a bit bedraggled.
With the passing of summer's freshness things
can begin to show signs of wear-and-tear but
there are a few simple things that can be done
to help maintain some of your garden’s good
locks particularly in the mixed borders. If

you ‘have a go’ say every other day in short
sessions you'll soon notice the difference.

Never go out into your garden without
secateurs in hand! Keep on top of the 'dead-
heading’ of spent flowers and tidying up

the leaves that have gone brown or died off.
Trim hedges and encroaching plants which are
growing too vigorously into another’s space.
Hardy geranium, catmint, day-lilies, alchemilla
can have their leaves cut back quite hard
immediately after flowering and will regenerate
with fresh-looking foliage.

Any bedding plants - zonal geraniums,
verbena, pansies, petunias, marigolds and so

on - must have their spent blooms removed and,
particufarly if they are in containers or baskets,
be regularly fed if they are to continue to
provide colour. Sweet peas in particular must
not be allowed to produce seed pods as they
will cease flowering, so keep picking them to
enjoy their scent in the house. Border plants
should have their dead flowers nipped off or the
whole stalk removed - things such as coreopsis,
gaillardias, rudbeckia, penstemons, dahlias and
roses.

Keep your hoe working on those weeds! They
compete for nourishment with the plants you
are nurturing and hoeing regularly gives an
instant well-groomed look to the soil. Keep
paths welf brushed and don't forget to trim
the edges of the lawns after mowing. When
watering plants, take the ‘rose’ off the end of
the can and direct the water in aistream to fafl
around specific plants, so that they get a good
soak where it is the most effective. The roots
must be encouraged to go down in search of
water but if you spray water around lightly the
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penetration is not deep enough and roots can
tend to come to the surface, which is ne good
for the plant’s well being. I your roses suffer
from black-spot {and whose don’t round here
with our unpolluted Devon atmosphere?) try
and remember to pick up all the affected leaves
as they fall to the ground. If they are left to lie
they can be the source of next year's black-
spot. :

Pots of summer-flowering bulbs (lilies,
acidanthera, galtonias etc. which are on sale

in early spring) can be very useful to transport
around the garden to enliven a corner which

is looking a bit jaded! Small potted shrubs
such as box or hebe can also be useful for this
purpose. It is a good time to take cuttings -
rosemary, lavender and penstemons all root
fairly easily. Start to prune wisteria now - first
stage is to shorten lengthy side shoots to about
one foot; the second stage is in winter when
they are cut back to within an inch or so of the
main stem. Winter-flowering iris appreciate a
weak liquid feed in August.

At the time of writing there don’t seem to be

a large number of butterflies and moths on the
wing but during daytime in July | saw Jersey
Tiger moths at three locations in the parish
including the usual one in my own garden. It
is an eye-catching red-orange as it flies and is
clearly distinguishable from other Tigers when
it settles, as its black and cream markings on
the arrow shape are crisply linear. In Britain it
is almost exclusive to south Devon.

Finally, our very own Thurlestone & South
Milton Horticultural Show will be taking place
on Saturday 6" August, 2.30 pm - at South
Milton village hall this year, It is always a
happy event and of course it is not totally
confined to gardens - go and have a look at
what local artists, cooks and craftsmen have
been up to as well. Enjoyment is guaranteed!

Ladybird
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Thurlestone & South Milton

Prize-giving/#.15 pm

Garden produce, Crafts
Paintings, Cookery
Children’s work
Raffle
Teas




KITCHEN

ORANGE
ALMOND CAKE

Here is the recipe for a delicious tea-time treat. It is very easy and straightforward to make
and, unusually, does not contain flour. If you have one, use a spring form cake tin which has
sides that open and the bottom is loose to atlow easy removal of the cake. If you don’t - you
can easily manage with a simple loose-bottomed tin.

Ingredients

3 medium oranges

6 epgs separated

225 g (8 0zs) castor sugar

200 g (7Y ozs) ground almonds
I leaspoon baking powder

Preparation

® Place clean, whole, unpeeled oranges in enough water to cover and bring to the
boil, Simmer for about 1 hour or until soft, adding more water as necessary.

® Drain the oranges, cut into quarters, discard any pips and whiz the rest ina
food processor. Place in a bowl and allow to cool.

L Set oven to 180 deg.C ( gas mark 4)

L Beat egg yolks and sugar together in food processor until pale.

. Beat in oranges, almonds and baking powder.

L Beat egg whites until softly peaking and fold into the mixture.

* Pour into a 23 em (9 inch) spring form cake tin and bake for an hour untif firm
to the touch. Cover with a loose sheet of foil to prevent the cake trom over-
browning,

° Serve with double cream or Greek yoghurt,

Don’t worry if the cake sinks slightly - it will not alter the wonderful flavour.
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THURLESTONE HOTEL

Decleor

Country Club

Hair Salon Heated Indoor Pool Beauty Sglon
Fitness Suite Opening hours:
Opening hours: Golf, Tennis, Squash Mon - Fri
Wed, Thur, Fri Badminton 9.30am - 5.30pm
9.00am - 5.00pm Saturday
’ Cantact Eniﬁr 1 0.000m = 6.00pm
(extended hours by membership details on 560382
appointment) Y 5003 (extended hours by
NG appoiniment )

N

® Lunches available on the Terrace
o 4 course choice Sumfay funch

Fully qualified experienced friendly staff
Free Parking :
Beauty Tel: 01548 560382 Hair Tel: 01548 563524

J Cottages — _

Thinking of letting your holiday home?

Discover the benefits of a truly local agency with over 300 properties in the South Hams.

Call now for a Free Brochure & Owners Guide.

We are currently looking for more select properties in the Thurlestone area

South Hams coast & countryside (including Thurlestone) Kingsbridge 01548 852572
Properties in and around Salcombe (1548 843773
Properties in and around Dartmouth (1803 839499 - f

= www.coastandcountry.co.uk |




Bed and Breakfast
Trisha Wilson,

2 Horswell Cottages
South Milton, Kingsbridge
Devon TQ7 3JU
Tel: 01 548 561 328

Lucilte Tomiinson, BSa {Hons), MSCh,

State Registered
Chiropodist

Visits undertaken in the South Hams area
including Thurlestone

Have your feet treated at home by a State Registered
Chiropodist
Or
Visit the modern, well equipped Surgery :»
7 Victoria Place, The Pramenade, Kingsbridge.

% Friandly, experienced, professional care and treatment.
(ex NHS podiatrist)

¢ A comprehensive range of treatrents avaifable for all foot
conditions as wall aa routine care

For further details or to make an appointment,
please telephone (01548) R 5 z_o'Li_ a9

T !

| J & G Perrott Fi uneral S’er_vi_qe.f__

Funerals can be arranged
in the comfort of your own

home or at our local office

becanse we care

Serving the community
for over 150 years

15 Duncombe Street, KINGSBRIDGE

For personal attention
contact David Boulden

Telephone: 01548 852302

' n J & G Perrott Funeral Services

Co-operative Funeral Services

A pre-arranged funeral
at today's prices* guaranteed

Our plans do more than just cover the cost of
the funeral. They provide the opportunity to
arrange the funeral exactly as yon want it with
the Funeral Director of your choice.

» It's so easy and convenient
s No age or health restrictions
» For your FREE - no obligation guotation

call us FREE on (0800 7317822
or send for details to:-
Co-operative Funeral Bond,

FREEPOST 61 Exeter Street, Plymouth PL1 1BR

NC STAMP NECESSARY .
n Pre-paid Funeral Plans

*Conditions apply.




THURLESTONE
GOLF CLUB

CAPTAIN’S
NEWSLETTER

We are now in the middle of our very busy
golfing season, and now hoping for some lovely
summer weather to warm our backs and help to
make our swings a little more flowing.

Very sadly my Vice Captain , Dickie Bird,
resigned in May. However, I am pleased to say
that the new Vice Captain of the Club is Alec
Esplin. Alec lives in South Milton with his wife
Sue, who is also a golfer, and their son Mark and
daughter Vikki, Alec and Sue are both directors
of Jades Components in Kingsbridge, and so

are very busy people. I would like to wish Alec
every success in his new role at the Club.

Last winter it was decided to hold a2 midsummer
ball at the Club. The last ball the Club organised
was for the centenary year in 1997, soitwasa
matter of fingers crossed for the event we staged
on 25" June. As you might imagine a huge
amount of work went into the organisation of the
ball, and there are too many people who helped
to thank individually through Village Voice.
However, | must mention Joan Booth who
worked tirelessly to make the evening a success,
and everything went like clockwork, despite the
huge storm which bashed the marquee about on
Friday morning. I would also like to express my
thanks to all the members, including some of our
“away” members, who supported the event,

We had a wonderful band called “Magic” whose
music was perfect for the occasion. The food and
wine were excellent and I know I was not alone
in having a little headache the next morning, so
the finger crossing worked.

The next big social event at the Club is the
Captain’s Charity day on 30" July. The whole
event is being organised by Dickie and Di Bird
and will be two forms of scramble followed by a
hog roast, and we are going to have the pleasure
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of listening to jazz from David Barrow and his
jazzmen. If we are lucky enough to get some
good weather the atmosphere at the club should
be excellent.

The Lady Captain, Jenny Underhill, and I
share the same charity, which is the Devon

Air Ambulance, and we should be delighted if
anyong would like to help the cause by making
a donation. Donations may be handed in to the
club office.

On the golfing front, I would like to wish all

of our members and visitors a very successful
summer season. In particular, I would like to
wish continuing success to our Palairet squad
under their Captain, Keith Crawford, who lives
in the village. The team has reached the last
eight in this very prestigious Devon inter-club
competition. By the time this Village Voice goes
to print we will know whether or not they have
progressed safely through their match against
Staddon Heights Golf Club, and qualified for the
finals day on 21* Angust.

Eric Wilson

LADY CAPTAIN’S
NEWSLETTER

The commanity magazine of Banthem, Buckland, and Thurlesione

It’s boring, I know, and a topic which the British
are often accused of finding all-absorbing,

but the weather really does have a major eiffect
on sporting outdoor activities. This is certainly
true of golf clubs, where players are expected to
play whatever the weather is doing. There are
few exceptions - one is lightning and another is
fog, making the course dangerous to play. We
have had both since my last report to you, when
I asked for good weather. So much for hoping.....

The worst day was for our own Silver Open -
when the fog became so thick on the top of the
course that play had to-be suspended and then
abandoned. For me the trouble was that at that
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point some players had completed the 18 holes,
some came in from holes 11 to 18, and some had
only done 9. A Captain’s nightmare!

The only equitable solution was to reduce it to
9 holes as that was the only factor all had in
common. Inevitably this hurt those who had
petformed well over the whole 18 holes and
unfortunately this included home players Kelly
Luscombe, who returned a nett 67, and also
Caroline Newton, who was 68 nett, and my
deepest apologies go to them.

On a happier note our own Vets’ Champion,
Lindsey Fletcher, went on to win the Devon
County Vets’ Championship and so is a double
Champion. Congratulations, Lindsey! Our Club
competitions every Wednesday are continuing
to be well-supported and our teams are enjoying
the challenge of playing on other courses against
good opponents. Even when we don’t win, it’s

a good day out,

The weather wasn’t wholly bad. In fact it was
spectaculatly perfect for two big events. The
first was the County Silver Open (which I told
you would be worth watching, and so it was, as
the winner returned a GROSS score of 73, par
for the course), and the second was for my own
Captain’s Day, when a perfect summer’s day
enabled everyone to enjoy competing both in
the morning and in the fun competitions in the
afternoon. So you see, the sky is the first thing
I look at in the morning, as its performance is
crucial to our day’s events.

Here’s o the end of the summer - but of course
the farmers and the gardeners need rain, so
whatever happens someone will be pleased!

Jenny Underhill

Juniors Section Newsletter

The Juniors section continues to thrive, with
Saturday coaching still well attended and the
Monday evening sessions enthusiastically
supported both by juniors and the adult helpers.
There are now several juniors playing in the
adult competitions and it is good to see them
competing with the other members of the Club.
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Jono Franke must be specially mentioned. He
has won both of his Palairet matches this season,
competing in a team that has the strongest squad
I have seen in the last few years. Also Jack
Wallace, who won the Membland Trophy
(effectively the Club championship) and in the
first round Medal came very close to the course
record.

In the West Devon League, the match against
Tavistock had fo be postponed because of mist,
and another (against Wrangaton) was claimed as
they failed to raise a team. In the Tamar Cup, a
team comprising Jono Franke, Chris Rothwell,
Tim Bromfield, Adam Baker and Ross
Yeoman lost narrowly to Wrangaton despite
being a man down. Ross did particularly well as
he had to play off the maximum allowance of 28
rather than his normal 54.

Just this week, three Thurlestone Juniots
represented Kingsbridge Community College
in the South-West Regional Final of the British
Heart Foundation Trophy. The team of Tim
Bromfield, Chris Rothwell and Adam Baker
finished 5% on the day - only one point off
second place which would have qualified them
for the national final.

Several of our juniors will be entering opens at
other clubs throughout the summer holidays, and
1 know they will represent us well from a playing
and etiquette perspective. I wish them well, and
hope to report on some good resulls in the next
issue!

Alec Esplin

Tennis Section Newsletter

Wet and windy weather in late May and early
June delayed the opening of our grass courts.
The ‘Beginning of Season Tournament’ was
played in blustery conditions on the all-weather
courts.

The Club events, Tuesday afternoon at 1.30 pm
and Wednesday evening at 5.30 pm are in full
swing. Visiting players are welcome with a
£5.00 playing fee.
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Junior members Lucas Alexander, James
Hatch, Prew Fenton-Jones and Peter Barnard
represented the club in the Junior South Hams
League with great enthusiasm. Our senior team -
Malcolm and Jono Franke, Julie Hanham,
Pat Clarke and Nicki Came (Captain), won
their friendly match against Avonvale. All
members are looking forward to competing in
the Parish Hall Tournament on the 5™ August.

The summer holiday programme is now running,
Our visitors, junior and senior, can take weekly
or week-end membership to compete in the
tournaments. Entry lists are posted on the
pavilion board.

Mini-Tennis Coaching Sessions

Monday, Wednesday, Friday

5to 7 years - 10 am to 10,45 am
8 to 10 years - 10.45 am to 11.30 am

Coaching lists will be found
posted in the tennis pavilion

Coach - Janet Richardson
(Telephone 01548-856007)

Tennis supporters are welcome.

Puzzie

Page Answers

AIRPORT WORDSEARCH

Tennis
Tournaments

Junior Round Robin Tournament
(under 16 years)

Tuesday and Thursday, 9.15 am to 1.00 pm

.Senior Round Robin Tournaments

Ladies Doubles Tuesday 2.00 pm
Men’s Doubles Wednesday 4.00 pm
Mixed Doubles Saturday 2,00 pm

Parish Hall Tournament - Friday 5" August

Juniors 9.15 am - Seniors 2.00 pm

Thurlestone Open
Sunday 4™ September at 2.00 pm

Tea, coffee and soft drinks are available on
tournament days. Cream teas are served on
Saturdays, and at the Parish Hall Tournament
and the Thurlestone Open.

For more information on fournaments
please contact

Linda Cant - 01548-5608%6
Lindsey Fletcher - 01548-560157

4. NEWCASTLE
8. PRESTWICK

3. CAMBRIDGE
7. STORNOWAY

2. LIVERPOOL
6. BENBECULA

1. BLACKPOOL
5. ROBOROUGH
9. INVERNESS

12. BARCELONA
16. MOGADISHU
20. SANTANDER

i1. ARCHANGEL
15. ISLAMABAD
19. ROTTERDAM

10. ANCHCORAGE
14. HERAKLION
i8. NUREMBERG

13, DUBROVNIK
17. NASHVILLE
. FIUMICINO

TEN TEASERS

9. The Baltic
10. Hairy

7. Fox
8. Yellow

5. James
6. Queens

1. Annette Bening 3. Cambridgeshire
2. Offlot 4. San Marino
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s u d o ku | © Puzzles by Pappocom

www.sudoku.com (As featured in The Times, Monday to Saturday)

Strategies (2)

Having looked at making “trebles” from
“‘doubles” in the last issue, we will now
examine the second basic strategy for
finding missing numbers. This is

known as “glicing and dicing”.

It derives from the premise that a
number may appear only once in each
row, column, and box. Let us imagine
a simple example. The first cell in our
top row is empty, but further along the
top row are the numbers 2, 4, 6, B.

Easy No. 3

Medium No. 3

The first cell in our first column
(ie the same cell} is also
obviously empty, but the
column contains lower down
the odd numbers 3, 5,7, and 9.
As none of these 8 options is
therefore available to go in our
first cell, by elimination we are
left with only the number 1.
This must therefore be the
missing number to go in our
empty cell intersecting row 1
and column 1.

Similarly, you could have the same
even numbers in the top row, but this
time only the odd numbers 3 and &
might be in the first column, but with
the 7 and 9 elsewhere in the top left
hand box. The same elimination
process therefore applies again.

in the same way, if you have a row,
column or box in which you have
already identified five or more
numbers, work out the missing
numbers, which may be say 2,3,8,9.
At each empty cell you scan the
intersecting row, column ,and box in
which the blank cell is located to see
if any three of these four numbers
appear. When you find any three of
them, the fourth number is obviously
the one to go into the empty cell. Very

logical, isn't it?
Griddler
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QUALIFIED
CHIROPODIST
VISITING PRACTICE

Liz Powell MSSCh MBChA

Grenville Cottage
Grenville Road
Salcombe, S. Devon
TQ8 8BJ

For appointment telephone:
01548 842062

Treatrent of coms, callouses, verrucae,
athlete’s foot etc and advice on general

"NURSERIES

All types of Plants
Shrubs, Conifers,
- Heathers, Trees,
Alpine and
Herbacecus

Specialists in
Garden Design

Shrub borders,Feature Trees, Hecdges
Rockeries, Conifer and Heather beds

Free estimates and qualified advice

“BLIGHT
EHGIHEERIHG

BANTHAM GARAGE, THURI.IEI'ONE
. (’I'el. ngsbndge 560220) '

BRITANNIA RESCUE SERVICE

foot care On Loddizswall to California Cross Read
Tel: §1 548 550754
( YOUR LOCAL GARAGE AND M O T 'I'ESTING STA‘I’ION

SERVICINGEMECHANICAL REPAIRS OF ALL MAKES
Engine Reconditioning and Transmission Overhauls
WHEEL BALANCING ON CAR

24 Hour vehicle RECOVERY and COLLECTION SERVICE

" ACCIDENTREPAIRS .
(camudmnbyourasmaledmnanv) =

_J. E AUTOBODIES -

Apmvsdmmmshraﬂla:dmglmccmpams
k B, ®LowBaka Over: @ Chassis Jigs: @ Sunshine Roofs /

PETROL

CIL




Abbeyfield

Abbeyfield House Saffron Park Kingsbridge

where residents can live independent
lives but with support and companionship.

A Bed-Sitting Room with Shower-
Room ensuite
Waiting list applications accepted

£l6d or £174 pw.  includes Central
heating and Full Board provided by a
Resident Housekeeper/Cook.

Please apply for viewing to:-
Hon. Sec. Mrs E.J.Mills
01548 856976

A home, support and Companionship
_for Elderly People.

——
AT

Personal service

i NIGEL FROST

B.5¢.(FHons.) £.860
OPTOMETRIST

CHEME COURT,
POUNDWELL STREET
(next to car park)
MODBURY
(01548) 8300944

and
KINGSBRIDGE EYE CARE 1
I, THE PROMENADE,KINGSBRIDGE }
TEL: 01 548 856 854

Open: WEEKDAYS 9 —5.30 pm
SATURDAY MORNINGS 2 —| pm

Contact L.ensaes, Spectacles, Accessories, i

GRASSHOPPER
GARDEN SERVICES

FOR ALL YOUR

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,
HEDGE CUTTING, CLEARING etc

CREATIVE DESIGN AND PLANTING
OF

FLOWER BEDS, POTS AND CONTAINERS

A high standard of work guaranteed with a
personal, reliable, tidy and
knowledgeable service.

Fully Insured
17 Years
Horticultural
Experience

contact :Elaine or Jeremy
01548 810235

7 Parkfield
Thurlestone
Kingsbridge’
Devon TQ7 3INW

H. R. ADAMS

GARDEN SERVICES

HOLIDAY PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

" Tree and Shrub Care
Grass Cutting
Hedge Trimming
Strimming, Pruning, Weeding

Tel:
01 548
560 664 -

Complete Eye Examinations

o St S




Weather Wag

These recent days (i.e., 5" - 14" July) the
weather has been “like wot I remember as
a child”. Reminiscing with a friend on the
beach this evening, it felt as if I had been
transported back to the 1940's. The air was
still and warm, the sea like a mill- pond.
People were quiet and very relaxed, and
everywhere there was a sense of deep
appreciation of what the elements had to
offer - at last!

I sincerely hope that it will continue for

at least some of the summer holidays due
next week. Our Community College has
suspended the timetable for this week and
everybody is out and about doing different
things and going to different places world
-wide. It is unusual to insist that children

sit out of the sun and work at not getting

too hot, drinking lots of water, and using
sunblock. It sounds as though we could

be in Australia, where such actions are
automatic. Perhaps we are unwittingly -
engaged on a dummy run for the future.

I am definitely a supporter of the Global
Warming theory and, after reading some

of the most recent observations of the vital
indicators, [ am of the opinion that we ignore
the signs at our peril. Certainly our children’s
children will not thank us for our indolence.

The last few days of Paul Simon’s articles,
(Weather Eye in The Times) has some really
mteresting (if not vaguely alarming) facts for
our edification. The headlines read as
follows:-

Tornados migrate north fo Canada

Global Warming hits Alaska hardest

Dennis ushers in a long storm season
And one which is interesting as an aside:-

London Olympics face a wet roasting.

The first one seems to me to have some
bearing on owr own weather pattern at the
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By Jan Turner

moment. The Jet Stream (which as you
know is the high-level band of very fast
winds that encircle the earth in the temperate

* region of the Northern hemisphere) migrates

north and south with the seasons., At this
time of the year it is usual for the JS to
migrate north of the British Isles, dragging
the wonderful Azores high (lovely warm,
calm weather) to sit happily over us. This,
thankfully, it has done this year (so far,

so good), but in North America the usual
slow retreat north, with its accompanying
super-storms and tornadoes over the Great
Plains area (Tomado Alley), has NOT
happened this year. The retreat has been very
swift and the storms have not had time to
develop. And, according to records kept
since 1950, the average death toll of 52
people has been reduced to nil this year.

Global Warming in Alaska is really
alarming, 1 may sound very pessimistic, but
really [ am drawing your attention to some
of the indicators that T feel we ignore at our
peril. Here, in the far north of the continent,
thunder storms are a rarity. Not any more!
Over the last decade there has been a 60%
rise in the incidence of violent thunder
storms. This year there have already been
seven.

Bear in mind that these storms need warm,
moist air conditions to build up the cloud
formations to spawn a storm. This area

is mostly tundra where the ground in
permanently frozen from a depth of about

a foot or so, the sea is frozen until late April,
and the general summer season is short lived.
Lightning strikes have been a real problem,
sparking off a record number of forest fires.
More than 1 million acres of forest and
scrubland has been set ablaze along the
south-central coast of Alaska. The cause

of this phenomenon is the rise in seq
temperatures, and therefore the rise in air
temperatures across the land surface of
Alaska. Mean temperatures across the state
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have risen by almost 3°C in summer and
4°C in winter since the 1970s, one of the
fastest increases in the world. George Bush
must be almost out of his mind to
apparently push so many fuctors aside.

According to Paul Simon, the driving force
behind these rises is probably global
warming. The third of his headlines relates

to the most recent hurricane - Dennis. In his
view, the present hurricane season is likely
to be severe. It has started early, with Dennis
being the earliest known category 4 hurricane
to strike America in July, the only previous
one being in 1916. In addition, a record
breaking four "named" hurricanes have

hit already this year. As of now (15" July)
another one, Emily, only a tropical storm

as yet, is heading towards the Caribbean.
And the peak of the hurricane season is still
two months away!

As for the fourth heading, Olympic Year
2012, he points out that the period chosen,
27" July to 12" August, is noted for its rather
wet reputation. Last year 25mm of rain felt
on 11" August here. Of course August is
almost the wettest month of the year on
average, with only November being wetter.
July is usually not too bad, but is prone to
some fairly heavy downpours to mark it a
reasonably wet month. Last year at this time
there were lots of fine days, but not nearly

as warm, with North-West winds being more
dominant. More comfortable, I guess, but
the weather at the moment is just bliss!
(Gardeners and farmers....don’t read this bit).

Back to the Olympics. The area destined

to be the site of the games has a temperature
of about 34°C, and this will be boosted

by the "heat island effect” of London.

This could raise the temperature in calm
conditions by around 7°C compared with
the surrounding countryside. So, with winds
of around 9 mph it could be HOT. By 2012,
however, climate change could mean that
our summers will be even hotter and athletes
may have to endure a heat-wave of 30°C

or even higher.

VILLAGE VOICE

The communily magarine of Bantham, Buckliand, snd Thuilestone

At this time of the year, rainfall is very much
a topic of conversation among weather and
water supply folk. [ feel for those living in
the south and East of our country. Rainfall
has been so restricted over the last twelve
months or so that the ground water levels
have never been topped up by the usual
winter rainfall, Added to this shortfall is
the increased demand for water in industry
and domestic homes. Stand-pipes are
already being prepared in parts of Sussex
and Hampshire. No such fears here at the
moment, BUT you never know how much
demand there will be as the tourist season
progresses and how much rain there will
be to keep the reservoirs charged.

We do not have the facility, in general, of
tapping underground supplies and must rely
on surface catchment areas with surface
storage reservoirs. The peat layer on the
moors acts as a sponge which only gradually
releases its load, but it still needs new
supplies to keep it saturated.

Haven’t the morning mists been fascinating?
The plants in the gardens have been thankful
for a “foliar water”. Our tamarisk looked
really wonderful a couple of mornings ago.
Each of its delicate branches was drooping
earthwards coated with glistening drops of
dew. You could almost hear the sighs of
ecstasy as the pores sucked in the nectar!

Today the wind is in the northwest, the
atmosphere has cleared and the feel is fresher
and more agrecable. Gosh, how we Brits do
go on about the weathet!

Watch out for the power of the sun. Block it,
cover up, or stay out of it is my advice. Work
in the evening shadows for comfort. This is
for the retired, so spare a thought for those
who have to work out in the mid-day sun.

Keep your plants watered (from the rain butts
of course) and remember the Horticultural

Show will soon be here. Don’t miss it!

Jan Turner
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¥ At the Bridge Table %

For a change, here are two sets of bidding questions. Sitting South, you are faced
with the problem of what to RE-BID in the auctions set out below. You are holding
a different hand in each of the seven situations. What is your re-bid in each case?

Set A - 1. The auction (Dealer = North)
W N E S
--- 1 Diamond Pass 1 Heart
Pass 1 Spade Pass ?
2. Your Hand as South
Spades Hearts Diamonds Clubs
(1) J105 K10843 J9 954
(2) Ji082 - A876 976 32
3) 87 Q732 K94 J854
4) Q Q10763 17 K1i10873
Set B - 1. The auction (Dealer = North)
W N E S
- 1 Heart Pass 1 Spade
Pass 3 Spades Pass ?
2. Your Hand as South
Spades Hearts Diamonds Clubs
(1 QJ653 52 AJ4 972
(2) KQ10873 10 KQJI8 AK
3) KQI0742 Q6 85 AK?2

1 would be interested to hear from anyone who either disagrees with the answers
(shown separately overleaf), or who scores seven out of seven!
Victor

In support of the Children’s Hospice South West
THE STANBOROUGH CHORUS FESTIVAL OF VOCAL MUSIC 2005
St Edmund’s Church, Kingsbridge, 7.30 pm

Thursday 13" October BRIXHAM ORPHEUS MALE VOICE CHOIR
Friday 14" October ~ THE ALVINGTON SINGERS
Sunday 16" October  THE STANBOROUGH CHORUS

Tickets £6.00 adults, £3.00 children
From Kingsbridge (TIC), the Halifax Building Society, Chorus members, or at the door
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¥ At the Bridge Table - Rebid Answers

Set A

(1) S-J10S H-K10843 D-J9 C-954

Pass - Two Diamonds or One No-Trump might be a better contract, but One Spade is
likely to be viable and there is no obligation to bid again. Your hand is weak and you could
have passed One Diamond, but with a 5-card major this is a losing action in the long run...and
think how reasonable your hand would be if partner raised Hearts, Moreover, your bidding
makes it more awkward for your opponents to get in on the action.

(2) S-J1082 H-A876 D-976 C-32

Two Spades - No doubts here, with a decent raise to the two level. The Ace of Heats
is a certain trick; you have two honours in Spades and the doubleton Club may well be of
assistance. If you never pass when you have a four-card fit for partner you will lead a happier
life!

3) S-87 H-Q732 D-K9%4 C-J854

Two Diamonds - You can’t pass One Spade with only two card support and you Jack
the stuffing to bid One No-Trump when you have a sound alternative. Partner should have at
least four Diamonds and you hand may be worth a trick or more in Diamonds rather than No
Trumps, perhaps including Spade ruffs in your hand. '

4) $-Q H-Q10763 D-J7 C-K10873

Ongc No-Trump - You nced a better hand to bid Two Clubs. Even if you don’t play
“fourth-suit game-forcing” you would want to have at least a robust nine or ten points. Any
further action can be left to partner.

Set B

1) $S-QJ653 H-52 D-AJ4 C-972
Four Spades - Enough for game, but slam is unlikely.

2) S-KQ10873 H-10 D-KQJ8 C-AK

Four No-Trumps - A perfect hand for using Blackwood. If partner shows only one
Ace you can sign off in 5 Spades. If he admits to a pair of Aces, jump to 6 Spades. And if he
has all three missing Aces, bid 7 No-Trumps - and claim on the basis of thirteen top tricks
(six Spades, one Heart, four Diamonds, and two Clubs). Sometimes Bridge is an easy game!

3) S-KQ10742 H-Q6 D-85 C-AK

Four Clubs - A slam may be on, but you cannot bid a Blackwood 4 No-Trumps
because your side may be missing both the Ace and King of Diamonds or (Iess likely) the Ace
- and King of Hearts. The message about a possible slam is conveyed by bidding a non-trump
suit to show a confrol (Ace or void) in that suit (i.e., a “control bid” as described in an earlier
arlicle). Following the 4 Club bid the onus is then with partner as to further action - lacking
control cards he (or she)} would of course sign off in 4 Spades.

Well done if you got all seven right! But never mind even if yoﬁ didn’t. Perhaps you can still
take something useful out of the exercise to sharpen your bidding skills.

Victor
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- House REWIRING?
EXTRA SOCKET?
,DIMPLEX HEATING!

- installers of all Dimplex heating apphances

ersnd Installation of...

® Electric Showers ® Cookers _
® Smoke Detection @ Refrigerators
@ intruder Lighting @ Ventilation

Q)cwicl g rost éleclrics .gfcl

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

UNIT 2, ORCHARD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, LOWER UNION ROAD
KINGSBRIDGE, SOUTH DEVON TQ7 1EF

Telephone: KINGSBRIDGE 857222

Emergencies evenings/weekends

I‘Nm\-l Laces fan Cance or
SwaTonl Felsigocn Creectng|
' ] : )
gulu:em-.

.!m CONTRMBCTOA | . Qﬂm




FINE SHINE

CLEANING SERVICES:

Carpets
Wooden Floors
Carpet Protector
All Floor Coverings
Upholstery

Other Services include:

Spring Cleans
Pressure washing: Cars-
-Boats-Patios
Mobile Valeting: Cars-
-Boats-Vans

For any Advice please phone
Adam on 01 548 854313 or
079 8930 0453

e ——

7 LOOKING '\
FOR QUALITY
" PLANTS AND
SERVICE
" TOMATCH?

AVON MILL GARDEN CENTRE
IN THE PEACEFUL AVON VALLEY.

. EXCELLENT COFFEE SHOP.
CHILDRENS ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND,
TRANQUIL RIVERSIDE SETTING.

«

TEL 01548 550338

WDODLEIGH ROAD LODDL5WELL KINGBBRIDGE DEVON

Andrew Hurrell

PLUMBING & HEATING
ENGINEER

On-Tap Bathrooms

Design
Supplies
Installation
Tiling
Disabled/Elderly facllities avallable
For a complete
Bathroom make-over service

Contact Andrew Hurrell

19 Northville Park,
Kingsbridge TQ7 1AR

Phone: 01548 854411
Mobile: 07970 970387

T ggobin Leg

Painter & Decorator

BIGARDEN CENTRE]}

30 TREBLEPARK WALK
KINGSBRIDGE
TQ7 1QR
TEL: 01 548 853293
MOBILE: 07980 034278
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PARISH DIRECTORY

PARISH COUNCIL W. L ’ Contact  Judith Le Grice 562135
Chairman Kit Marshail 560214 Second Thwrsday monthly (exceptAugust)
Vice - Chairman Peter Husrell 560496 2.30 pm Thurlestone Hotel .
Parish Clerk Cathy Tavender (Evening) 852139
District Councillor Shonaugh Rankin 561185 SOUTH BHAMS SPINNERS, WEAVERS, & DYERS Contact  Pat Crawford 560688
County Councillor Sir Simon Day 01752- 691212
Members Neil Girling 560448 TEAMAKERS (Computer Club} Contacts ; Robin Macdonald 560436
David Grose 560575 Mondays (beginners) & Wednesdays (improvers) Chris White 560505
Andrew Rhymes 560564 4.30 pm - €30 pm, All Saints School, during school terms Graham Durant 560007
Geofirey $tidston 560695
Tree Warden Charles Mitchelmore 560602 HEALTH CENTRES Kingsbridge 853351
Salcombe 842284
The Parish Council meetings take place on Mondays. Sec dates on Diary page overleaf
MILK DELIVERY R Bruckner & Son 01803 - 832801
PARISH HALL
Chairmen Ron Paskin 561215 VILLAGE SHOP  Thurlestone Village Shop M, T, Th, F, 8,00 am - 5.30 pm 561917
Bookings Pat Crawford 560688 Wednesday, 8.00 arx - 1.00 pm
(Bank Holidays open from 8.00 am - 4.00 pm) Saturday, 8.00am - i.00pm
PARISH OF THURLESTONE SOCIETY (P.0.T.5.) Chairmean  Chris White 560505 Sunday, 830am - .00 pm
(NB. The 1.00 pm closing times may sometimes be extended during school holidays and at weekends)
RECTOR Rev. Andrew Girling 562219
CHURCH MEETING ROOM Office 561246 THURLESTONE POST OFFICE 561917
CHURCHWARDENS Graham Worrall 562016
Liz Webbk 560090 Open . Mecn, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.00 am - 5.30pm Wed, Sat  9.00am - 1.00 pm
Postal collections: 4.15 pm Monday - Friday; 10.30 am Saturday; 11.00 am Sunday
COFFEE TIME (See All Saints Diary for details) Contact Liz Webb 56009C
POLICE
FRIENDS OF THURLESTONE CHURCH Contact  Kit Marshall 560214 Emergency 995 Nop-emerpency calls 08705-777-444
Mimicom users 01392 -452935 Confideptial information 08060-555-111
BOWLS CLUB Contact  Eileen Dayment 560051
- RUBEISH COLLECTION
AUNE CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION John Crawford 560688 Thursday (But Friday in Bank Holiday Monday weeks)
Coloured (White, Blae) Sack collections (recyclables) altcrnate Thursdays from 4% August 2005
BANTHAM SAILING CLUB Contact Hugh Cater 560593
RECYCLING CENTRE (Torr Quarry Site, Tomes Road)
BANTHAM SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB Clubhouse 560447 Opening Hours (From 17 October) Monday to Friday 8.0Cam-430pm  Saturday & Sunday 10.00 am - 4.30 pm
BRIDGE CLUBS 7 p.m Wednesdays and Fridays PUBLIC TRANSPORT INFORMATION LINE
At Church Meeting Room until further notice Contact  Deorothy Stone 560708 For ALL bus, rail, or National Express Coach timetable information call TRAVELINE 0870 608 2 608
Open EVERY day {except Christmas Day) 7.00 am 10 9.00 pm
THURLESTONE GOLF CLUB Sccrctary / Manager Terry Gibbons 560405 DevonBus publications may be obtained by phoning 01392 382800 or by e-mail to devonbus@devon, gov.uk
TENNIS SECTION Comtact Lindsey Fletcher 560157 '
GARAGE (Blight Engineering) Maurice Blight 560220
KEEP FIT Contact Brenda Murch 560487
KINGSBRIDGE LIBRARY (Mobile Library calls alternate Wednesdays from 10™ August 2005) 852315
HORTICULTURAL SHOW (annual) Contact John Lonsdale 560742 11.15 - 11.30am Bantham
11.35 - 11 45am Buckdand Old Chapel 11,50 - 12.15pm Thurlestone Primary School
PROBUS Conizct  Tom Trender 560893 12.20- 12.30pm Thurlestone Church 12.35-12.45pm Thurlestone Sands
TRAMP (Thurlestore Ramblers) Contact Lynn Mansell 561273

MOEILE FISH & CHIP VAN Alternate Wednesdays from 10* August 2005, from 5.00 to 6.3¢ pm, outside school.




" STOP PRESS !

BANTHAM VILLAGE
STORES '

Now open—not only for
Milk, Bread, Papers
& CGroceries

But Also— serving
Tea, Coffee &
Homemade cakes.

Barbara & Kevin plan to serve
Breakfast & lunches soon too!

Wonderful river views

Barbara & Kevin Tucker
01548 560645

' Flowers
| for-all-occasions
— Contact

o

James and Tina

g “Sa Tregelles
N © AT

2 for-all-occasions

\f The Garden Shop
R Kingsbridge

S 01548 852541

| 5 - Same Day Delivery
<M & Interflora

\“‘ Canemi

QL N Crﬂfi and Bar
~g

- Fore Street

Kingsbridge

www.thereealicinema.co.uk

BOOKINGS 8& INFORMATION
01548 856636

CAFE OPEN FOR MEALS, SNACKS
& DRINKS 6.00pm-9.00pm

The Reel Meal Deal

ANY MAIN COURSE : ANY SWEET
WINE, LAGER or SOFT DRINK
RESERVED FILM SEAT

Adult £14 Over 60 £13.50
Child (U15) £12.50
{172 portion £9.50)

PLEASE NOTE

We will be screening extra
matinees when the weather is
wet. The decision will be made

by 12 noon on a daily basis.

This Information will be

available from Kingsbridge

T.I.C. (01548 853195) or the
cinema.

*#%%|J, K, RELEASE DATE***
CHARLIE & THE CHOCOLATE
FACTORY (PG) F.L.S.

FRI JUL 29th/SAT 30th/
MON AUG 1st/ TUES 2nd/
WED 3rd/THUR 4th/FRI 5th /
SAT 6th/MON 8th/TUES 9th/
WED10th/THUR 11th
5.45pm & B8.30pm
MATINEES TUES 2nd/
WED 3rd/TUES Sth/WED 10th
3.00pm

THE HUB
Part of the U.K. Tour of this
exciting Surfing Film and
Art Exhibition
SUN AUG 7th 7.30pm

HERBIE:FULLY LOADED (U)
F.L.S,
FRI AUG12th /SAT13th/MON 15th
TUES 16th/WED 17th/THUR18th/
FRI 19th / SAT 20th /MON 22nd/
TUES 23rd/WED 24th/ THUR 25th
5.45pm & 8.30pm
MATINEES TUES 16th/
WED 17th/TUES 23rd/WED 24th
‘ 3.00pm

MADAGASCAR (U)
FRI AUG 26th /SAT27th/MON29th
TUE 30th/WED 31st/THUR ist
5.45pm & 8.00pm
MATINEES
TUES 30th/WED 31st
- 3.00pm
FILMS AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT
TO CHANGE WITHOUT
NOTICE.PLEASE CHECK BEFORE
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T jf SEAFOOD AWARD **
Just minutes from the south-west coast path and the stunning cliff top
scenery of Bighury Bay, this popular village haunt has been owned by the
Graose family for aver a century. Formerly run as a farmhouse B & B, the
early beginnings of the Hotel. This 16th Century free house now prides

jtself on good service, well-kept local afes and superb selection of freshly
prepared food served daily.

Chitdren and dogs are welcome. Good Food..
OPEN DAILY: 11.30am-3.00pm & Good, Beer..

6.00pm-1 1.00pm Friendly
SUNDAYS:  12.00-3,00pm & 7.00-10.30pm Atmosphere




