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I seeins to lave been a long winter, Despile the
warnings of o big [reese, we have seen hardly any
snow, s not that much rain,. But it does seom (o
have dragged on, docsn’t (P

So didl the affar of the blocked shuce, with the
Goll Club and the Council eventually locking
lovis in Court, But at least tat madter has now
been (andhappily GF rather expensively) resolved,

Daown on the Mead Hood-plain, however, the
planning appheations oy oversized dwellings are
being fought "on the beaches”, Mooving nghts on
Lake Stidston can no longer e guavanteed, though
I'hai chie thatched collages on stilts may yet add an
exotic dimension o the Mead marina,

These long=running events bave clearly caught
the imagmation ol Mike Yeonuan and Kathy
Norris, who are now well inlo raining [or their
respective Tresco sd London masthons, Bravo
to vou hoth. Cemne on, Delson, give your support!

Sadly, the Mead marathon seems set for a
somewhat longer course, with the smart money as
yel undecicled, and Noating capital taking on new
shades ol meaning.  But it's an ill wind, ele,, and
the Village Store renins unfazed. Tt could prove
(o b a good year Tor witer-wings, when all's sawd
anel done.
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PARISH HALL
NEWS

By Chairman Ron Parkin

The Annual General Meeting of the most
momentous year for Thurlestone Parish Hall
will have been held on 27 March - after this
edition of Village Voice has gone to press.
Less than a year ago, the old hall was
demolished and on the 2™ December the
splendid new onc opened (o great acclaim
by one and all. The appreciation of all the
parishioners to all those who gave so fieely
of their time and expertise will have been
recorded ot the AGM.

Under the rules of the charity Trust Deed,

all the members nominated by their
respective user groups and the Officers of the
Parish Hall commitfee retire at this meeting.
However, three of the most diligent and
active of these will not be offering
themselves for re-election - Joan Mackenzie
(Friday Bridge), Bill Clarke (Treasurer) and
Rosemary Mackay (WI).

Joan was Chairman when the Parish Hall
won the ‘Best Kept Village Hall" shield in
1991 and she has, over the years, kept a
wonderful photographic record of activities
at the Hall filling lots of albums. She also
commissioned excellent commemorative
slate drinks coasters and gencrously donated
the proceeds of their sale to the Hall funds.

For ten years Bill, with wry and dry good
humour, has kept a firm and steady hand on
the tiller of our finances, collecting monics
from a multitude of sources and preparing
annual accounts 1o the satisfaction of the
Charity Commissioners, These will have
been particularly eomplex for the year ending
31" December 2005, by when expenditure
on the new Hall was £423,599 - with further
commitments including the retention
payment to the contractors o be made.

Rosemary, though a more recent addition to
the committee, served on behalf of the WI,
and brought characteristic, and welcome,
Scottish encrgy and pragmatism which has
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proved invaluable. To all three, many thanks
indeed for your great contributions to the Hall,

We were delighted by the results of the South
West Opera visit, and thank all those who
supported it - see Village News Roundup.

As this goes to press, the Bowls Club are just
about to hold their 1" April Barn Dance, the
proceeds from which they are also generously
donating to the Hall, and we wish them a

happy evening.

We are delighted to say that the number of
extra activities in the new Hall is growing
apace - badminton, Tai-chi, junior ballet, youth
group, sporting events on the ‘big screen’ and
increasing use by All Saints school, as well

as our thriving Teamakers computer (uition
classes and Saturday Internet Café in the Yeo
Room, Quite a number of private parlies and
functions have already been held in the main
hall which, combined with the use of the Yeo
Room, provides an ideal venue. There is still
room for plenty more activities....so keep
coming forward with your ideas,

There are firm dates for two future ‘fund-
raisers’ advertised below, but there are
several others under negotiation, so watch
these columns for announcements, Or if
vou have signed up to our e-mail Newsletter
scheme (see Village News Roundup), you
will be advised via your computer!

4 CREAM TEAS & GARDEN OPEN
Warren House, Thurlestone
(by kind invitation of Mr & Mrs Atkins)
Saturday 3" June

AUTUMN FAIR
Parish Hall
Lots of stalls
Saturday 23" September
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Village News Round-Up

Expert Patients

Andrew Kennedy of South Hams & West
Devon Primary Care Trust would like readers
to know about the Expert Patient
Programme courses which will be running
on Mondays at the South Hams Hospital,
Kingsbridge, from Monday 24" April to
Monday 12™ June (but not on Bank Holiday
Mondays) from 10.00 am 10 12.30 pm.

The sessions are aimed at people with long
term or chronie health conditions, and cover
such topics as better relationships with your
general practitioner and other healtheare
professionals, healthy eating, exercise,
dealing with anger, fear and frostration, and
symplom management. The course has
proved 1o be beneficial to such patients.

NSPCC
The loeal committee would like to express
their thanks to “.....all those people who

gave us their unwanted goods for owr sale on
the 18™ March and to the helpers who sorted
it all and then sold it. We made over £350
Sor the children of the south-west ",

At the end of the sale the helpers then set to
and cleared the Parish Hall in record time so
that the Rughy enthusiasts could watch the
England v Ireland maich on the Big Sereen -
a game that sent the England supporters
home with tears in their eyes!

Opera South West

An audience of around 120 Thurlestonians
and friends enjoyed yet another magical
evening of music at the Parish Hall on
Saturday 11™ March, A total of twenty
singers. and an sccompanist, from many parts
of Devon and Cornwall performed well-
known and well-loved arias and choruses
from a wide range of operas. All were in [ine
voice, Their musical director, Dr David
Crocker, introduced and linked all the items
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in a light-hearted and entertaining way and
demonstrated his sparkling virtuosity at the
piano with several solo pieces. The group
were all very complimentary aboul the new
hall and its equipment, particularly the
clectric Clavinova piano! And the additional
good news is that the Parish Hall will benefit
to the tune of around £800.

Parish I-Mail Directory

An idea is afoot to produce a short e-mailed
Parish Hall Newsletter at regular intervals so
that on-line residents can be kept updated
and informed about Hall activities and future
events more effectively than at present, If
YOU have an internet connection and would
like to join the scheme and receive this
information, please send your e-mail address
to Gillinn Marshall at TPHmail@aol.com
right away, as it is hoped that the first edition
will be out in May!

A Fair Cop, Guv?

Our spies tell us that the mysterions case of
“Who damaged the rails at the Parish ITall
entrance?” has been neatly solved by the new
CCTV camera which is now in operalion
there. When the film was run through, the
incident was clearly identifiable - und so was
the car involved. So please park prettify
when visiting the car park - Chairman Ron
has his eye an youl!

Village Voice

Publishing of this magazine is now carried
out in the Parish Hall, A large cupboard in
the store-room houses the Ricoh printer and
our stocks of paper. Thanks are due 1o
Derek Brown for the construction of an
intricate shelving srrangement which hos
optimised the space available. Printing (and
work in progiess) is completed within the
store-room, with collating, stapling and
dispatch requiring the use of the Yeo Room
on the final morning only,
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POSTBAG

Dear Editor

Plot 6 Leonards Close

The application for a dwelling on the above plot
was considered by SHDC Planning Committee
at their meeting on 15" March and adjourned
for a site inspection by all the members. As the
registered spokesperson for the Mead ot the
meeting, | outlined the reasons why 67 residents
were abjecting to the proposal for a large two
storey house. These were essentially because
(a) it was entirely out of character with the
existing lowet cdge of the Mead, which is
wholly comprised of bungalows (b) it was
cornitrary to provious planning policy and () it
would have an overbearing effect on the wildlite
site - the "wet lands” - below.

In preparation for the meeting [ read the
Planning Officer’s report to the Committee and
wias disappointed - to put it mildly - to see that
the Thurlestone Parish Council (TPC) had rmsed
no objection apart from a mildly expressed
comment about the visual aspect of the propeity
and the suggestion that there should be some
reduction in height. The Planning Officer seized
on the latter suggestion and highlighted the fact
that the plans had been revised 1o reduce the
hieight by 19" (0.5 metre);n reduction of little
impact since the ridge was 27 feet 8 inches.

A number of questions spring to mind:

I. Was the TPC aware of Policy SHDC |
that “...new development must be compatible
with the character of the site and its
surroundings and should have an acceptable
neighbour relationship.”?

2. Died mny TRC members (other than the
vendaorl) visit the site?.

3. Why did no TPC member discuss the
application with Mead residents along the
bottom of the Estate?

Here it is relevant that the decisions on Plot 6
are likely to set precedents for the size and
appearance of future buildings on the other 25
plots on this development.
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Overall my neighbours and 1 feel totally let down
by the TPC.

David Hugo
3 Leonards Close

Dear Editor
Thoughty on the New Parish Tall

There are strange things going on al that new
Parish Hall. For one thing, the car park always
seems full of posh cars - no old bangers are
allowed in, fet alone end their days in peace
there.

Then | tried the hall door one day to see inside
but, unlike the old hall, it was very firmly locked
and no other windows or doors seemed available
to peek insicle. | hear they have something called
an Internet Café on Saturdays. Do they serve tea
and buns then?

While | was loitering, lots of people arrived and
wenl in, and then | discovered the secrel. They
all trooped into a small hall (what luxury, not
content with one new hall, they now have to
hiave two) and sat down in from of a row of
typewriters. They didn’t get on with the job

of putling paper in and writing their letters,

but waited patiently for a senior adult to starl
teaching them what to do.

Suddenly n funny picture turned up on the front,
and a thing called o mouse was put into use. |
would have caught it in a trap and put it, and the
person using it, out of their misery.

But at Inst | realised what all the messages on
the television at home were about with their
references to “slash™, “dot™ and so on, But who
is this Dot Com? 1 looked her up in the phone
book and she doesn’t seem o live around here.

Not for me, all this.............or shall I?

Pensinuer
(Mame & addiress supplied)
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Len and Kate Hubbard
invite you to come and browse at

BURWOOD GALLERY

Thurlestone, Kingsbridge
Leather bags, porcelain, picture framing, pottery and woodturning

WATERCOLOURS by LEN HUBBARD
Telephone: Kingsbridge 560731



_SABRE FINANCIAL PLANNING LTD

i

Independent financial advice for you,
Your business and your family

ﬁhéﬂg/é?/
planning

Call 01548 856444 for all your financial needs
3 South Place, The Promenade, Kingsbridge TQ7 1JE

Authorised And Regulated By The Financial Services Authorily .
_INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS i %7

PLASTERING &
GENERAL BUILDING

FOR FREE ESTIMATES
Telephone Ron or Jon

01548 560703 / 560778

= Floor Screeding - Stonework - Patios - Extensions -
Exterior & Interior Finishes

3 The Watch, Bantham, near Kingsbridge, South Devon TQ7 3A]
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Parish Council Meetings

6" February & 6™ March 2006 *
News and Views by Citizen

A Tower Block for the Mead?

The meeting on the 6™ February was well
attended and the first item for discussion was
an application to build a two-storey edifice
on the new site below Mead Drive,
Protesters were given not very encouraging -
but wise - advice by our District Councillor,
Shonangh Rankin :

i Don’t protest en bloc as a Residents'
Association,

# Do write individually as the Planning
Committee count the number of protests,

# Do check out the Council website for
planning policies, because a reference to a
policy has more impact than expressions of
disgust/despair/frustration!

Poltergeists at work?

Thurlestone is full of strange happenings.
First, a green Dalek pops up next to the bus
shelter, No one seems to have asked for it
[vybridge services delivered it and say they
want £70.00 to move it somewhere clse,
even though it has been dumped on private
land. It will almost certainly be confused
with its black sibling which for some years
has comforted dog-walkers on the War
Memorial site (which is parish land bul nol
particularly appropriate).

And there's more: & mysterious white van
has removed chain-link fencing from the
newly-acquired Seaview Green. Foul play is
not suspected as it was in terrible shape and
would have cost the parish & mint to remove.
Obviously the poltergeist has a friendly side
to its character,
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Road Safety

Can the roads in our parish be made safer for
our children? Not if Devon County can help
it. They have still done nothing about the
promised virtual pavements from the school
to the Parish Hall, and to the entrance to the
school lane along Downs Road, while the
drop-off arrangements in Court Park road
are still like Pancho Villa’s shooting gallery.

Maybe we would like blinking warning
lights, maybe we should have street lights,
but then maybe not - the Council have just
veceived a consultation document on light
diffusion. Can parents be persiaded to bring
back the crocodile on national Walk-10-
School Day? Do we qualify for a lollipop
person? And what about the three parents
who claim to have been given permission by
the Council and the police to drop their kids
off by stopping on the zig-zag markings
outside the school gate? Afier all, it’s not
their kids who are at risk.

School Portakabi

The school has applied for permission to
keep as permanent the unsightly portakabin
which doubles as u music room and teachers’
refuge. Some parishioners are unhappy
about this, especially s the school, so far, is
making no regular use of the new Parish Hall
- part of the justification for which was the
school’s need for additional space,

Buckland sewage

A vote of thanks was given to Dean &
Dyhall, the contractors for the Buckland
first-time sewage works, for being so tidy
and courteous in their work,

Febiudry £ Karehi 3000



Our District Councillor reports

Good news aboul the old telephone exchange
site fon the corner of Parkfield, opposite the

pub /. Plans for affordable housing have been
drawn up and are available for inspection. A
round of applause for our District Councillor.

Bad news about the £2 million increase in
ritte receipts from second homes which has
been funding affordable housing - this has
been snaflled for the coming year by Devon
County for “more worlhwhile objects”,
Instead, we are to get o new initislive (o
review housing. [Noises off af this stage as
& bursting halloon imterrupted our District
Councillor's report |

And, showing singular courage, David

Locke - responsible for Council street
cleaning - has agreed to attend our Annval
Parish Meeting on Monday 3" April.
Den't miss it! See you there!

POSTCRIPT

An addition to Citizen's *Binge Drinking’
anthology in the last issue. A recent point-
to-point meeling at Buckfastleigh had 1o be
postponed to the following week because of
foul weather. As a result, their liquor licence
(requiring 10 days” notice) was invalid and
the event was run dry. But there - that's
Teignbridge Council for you, Parishioners
who commute from *Down Under' will be
reminded ol the Aussic hit sang “The Pub
With No Beer”,

Citizen

MORE ABOUT A LOCAL HERO

[AT Peter Hurrell's recent presentation of old parish photegraphs, a picture was shown
of Henry Sherriff recording the presentation to him of a gold wateh, by Commander
Evans. Following the show, Hubert Snowdon has sent the following interesting
background notes about Henry, a former resident of Bantham.]

Henry Sherriff was shown being presented with a gold watch for the brave rescue he made at
low tide from the very dangerous area on the south side of Bantham Sands,

When young, Henry was very strong and good-looking, the heart-throb of all the girls. He
worked at delivering bread, by horse van in those days, for his brother Jack, the baker, A
young junior teacher at Thurlestone School, Miss Dibshaw (from Plymouth 1 believe), fell for
Henry and made the mistake of riding in the van on Saturdays with him. She tried to hide
behind the van's weather curtains, handing out the bread to Henry at each delivery stop.

Unfortunately villagers noticed and tongues began to wag, Henry’s reputation was not
thought good encugh for association with the young teacher and the church school council
shipped her back to Plymouth. 1 had three older sisters at the school at the time (in the 1920s)
= T was too young for school then - but remember seeing Miss Dibshaw on oceasions.

Henry never married and in his later days lived a solitary life in a caravan. He had a soft
speaking voice, but developed a love of drink, especially cider. One day, returning from
Thurlestone on his bicycle, and going down the steep hill, unfortunately the forks of his cycle
broke, Henry was thrown off and cracked his head open on hitting the road. The men who
wenl 10 his assistance said his last words before dying were “My dear mother”.
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KINGSBRIDGE

STATIONERS
95 Fore Street
Kingsbridge Tel: 85677
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BOX FILES, PAPER

ENVELOPES, PENS
— INDEX CARDS
(= FILE REFILL PADS

etc elc etc

PERSONALISED
STATIONERY

RUBBER STAMPS
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Don’t forget our photocopying —
and FAX Service !!
Call in and see us today
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BAGS OF CHOICE

Leather Handbags
Lugpage
Purses, Wallets
Jewel Boxes
Evening Bags
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NEW SHOP !
NEW LOOK !
NEW BAGS !

o e de e e v v v R A e e e e o
30 Fore St
Kingsbridge TQ7 INY
01548 8522606

ANTLER TULA
TAURUS
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THE COMPLETE LOCAL BUILDING SERVICE

# Extensions # Renovations # Conversions # Alterations

DECKING

ROOFING

PATIOS DECORATIONS GARAGES

UPYC WINDOWS

DOORS & FASCIAS

Why not let us give you an estimate?

10 SEAVIEW ROAD, THURLESTONE TQ7 3TH

TEL: 01548 560521

MOB: 07703322519




You're closer to City
expertise than you think

Why go to the City of London when, by choosing Gerrard, you can let the City come to you!

That's because, at each of our local offices; you'll find a team of experienced invastmant speciallsts, with all the re-
sources necessary to help you make the most effective use of your maney

One of the LUK's largest companios focussed on creating and nanaging wealth, we offer:

* Your own tallor-made investment portfolio

* Your own Investment manager »
* Very competitive investment fees P
* A national networl of offices }

For more infarmation and to arrange o meeting, please call Gavin Price at G e I"r'a rd

HE ROt S2iEs of craating prd ridnaging waeEth
01752 264000
Plym House, 3 Longbridge Road, Plymouth PL6 BLT
veww.gerrard.com

Garrard Iy sutharied and regulatad by tha Financinl Services Authority and 1 o mamber of the Landon Stack Exchapgs
H.:gmumd Addrass: Cld Mutial Plack, 2 Lambeth |, Landan ECAV 4GG. Registerad in England No 2751981
Gerrard Linvited I = subsidiary of Barchiys Bank pic

FLEAR HOUSE |lb a1
INTERIORS

Come and visit our large showroom
where in a relaxed atmosphere
you can browse through our vast selection
of exciting fabrics suitable for
Curtains, upholstery and blinds
Curtain poles and tracks
Wallpapers and trimmings
Blinds and upholstery ﬁ

i 1
Tel: 01548 — 856660 ! \
Fax: 01548 — 852022 g \ i\

Crrrains, Blinds,

by Peggy

Tel: 01348 - 360440
E \ 1 |
Old Station Yard, *,!';__ A g |

Kingsbridge, A ;
Devon, TQ7 |ES Fl ”
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@ NEWS FROM THE WI W

FEBRUARY

We were encouraged to think positively by
Sue Thomas, our guest speaker, whose talk
was colled ‘How to ger what you wani from
life’. Make a list of the things you would like
more of in life, she urged, and act to attain
them. Don’t just sit around and hope that
they'll happen - they won’t unless you put in
some work!

On 11™ February the hall was full of
enthusiastic *Beetlers” who groaded and
cheered at each trn of the dice. The prize
was, ol course, (o have a jolly evening, which
appeared to be won by everyone. Roger Cole
was the experienced and admirable ‘Beetle
Driver’, Broee Farr came frst, and the besl
drawing of a Beatle was won by Willinm,
grandson of Jan Poyser. £300 was raised to
go towards our charity of the year, the Prawle
Station of Coastwatch;

MARCH

Best wishes were expressed to Dorothy
Candy for her speedy recovery following
heart surgery and new member Vida
Alexander waus welcomed.

The new hall and its great facilities were
much admired by Sarnh Orme when she
came to tell us a little aboul the history of
gardens, Her commentary and slides on
gardens were very enjoyable: from the early
Roman, monastic and Islamic ones, through
the changing fashions brought aboul by the
incrense in prosperity of landowners, and the
famous horticulturalists who have left their
mark through the centuries, such as the
Tradescants, ‘Capability” Brown,
Humphrey Repton and Joseph Paxton,
down to the more recent Gertrade Jeloyll
and Piet Oudell,

On Sunday 5" March who would have
thought that the original home of the Eiffel
Tower was in Thurlestone, even if there was
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disagreement about its position? And that the
great-grandmothers of the present W1 both
commissioned and posed for the visiting
painters Picasso, Renoir and Manet? Well,
there was proof positive on the big screen in
the Parish Hall at the ‘French Folies' evening
in the suitably decorated, candle-lit Calg René
- and the audience had brought plentiful
supplies of wine with which to sustain
themselves.

The evening kicked off in decorous mode with
'Clair de Lune” (Debussy) beautifully played
on the pinno by Brian Parker (Al's brother)
who is visiting from Auvstralia. Jo Parkin and
Al Parker then sang, charmingly and
poignantly, Tremember it well’ as sung by
Maurice Chevalier and Hermione Gingold in
Giigi. Heather Hickey and Ron Parkin gave
us mood-enhancing readings. Heather's, from
‘A Year in Provence’, had us salivating with
the deseription of’a comntry café midday meal
while Ron told us ol'a military officer's post-
war experiences joining town officials in
heavy consumption of fine an vin' in the café
in total disregard of the fire mging all around
them!

The WI Singers - Julie, Margaret, Karen,
Heather, Val L, Jo O, Shirley B, Chris,
Wendy, Lisa snd Judith L enthusiastically
joined Edith Pialin Je ne regretie " and
‘Milord', followed by “The Song of Angry
Men" from Les Miserables. Joan Booth and
Wendy Neukirchen, looking very chic (1)
brought the house down with their portrayal
of two well-preserved French ladies - albeit
pensioners - looking (unsuccesstully) for
Hlurve” in Tharlestone.

The announcement of a reading of Milton’s
poem Spring by Val Brown suggested o

lifting of the tone. Alas, no, as thig was the
introduction to a farce on the lines of the tv
show “Allo, allo’ with Wendy as Helga the
stripper, Karen as Mama, Lisa as the Piece

Al = KMy 2006



de Resistance, Chris playing Madame Edith,  addition to our members, any visitors arc
Judith L the waitress, supported by Gordon  welcome to come to hear what the role
Field as Renc. Val, increasingly desperate, involves and to put relevant questions,

tried to read the original poem with dignity, #On 11" and 12" April there will be
but the increasing speed of the stage business 4 two-day hand-bell ringing tuition course at
meant she had also to quicken the tempo of  the Parish Hall which is open to visitors -
the reading 1o a breath-taking pace...but she  ring Judith on 562135 to enquire.

wo # On the 20™ April members

are off to Exeter University for the county
More songs were [ollowed by an energetic Spring Couneil Meeting.
Can-Can (or should that be Can’t-Can’t?) # On the 21" April Thurlestone is the

from Les Danseuses, Jo, Julie, Val and Joan  venue for the Sea Coast Group Hjﬂﬁliﬂg;
who, stylishly dressed, kicked up their legs when W1 visitors from South Milton,
for the sake of arl. The evening finished with  Salecombe and West Alvington will be joining

'Le Marseillaive'. The participants all us for a social afternoon.

thoroughly enjoyed themselves, and we think # On 26" April a group of W1
the audience did ton! Grateful thanks were  members from the Honiton area will be
expressed to Chris White for the lighting coming to the Hall for tea.

and sound. Malecolm Le Grice who made the

film, and to La Directrice of the evening, the STORY SACK
one and only Val Brown. It was agreed we should produce a children’s

Story Sack for Kingsbridge Library which
March also saw the trips to Denman College,  Would most probably be based on the book

near Abingdon, of three groups of members The Lighthouse Keeper's Rescue . These
who, courtesy of the *Awards lor All" grant, sacks, which contain hand-made toys, games,

werte attending courses on (a) walking and and items relative to the story, are found to be
winding down (b) learning about the eleganee  very popular with small children and an aid
of the Georgian era and (¢) drawing and to improving reading and stimulating an
painting. inferest in books, A number of other Wls in
the area are also producing similar sacks.

APRIL EVENTS hased on different books, and all will be on

# Our speaker for April will be a display at the Kingsbridge Show in
Devon Trading Standards Officer and, in Sepltember.

-

Annual Parish Meeting

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in the Yeo Room, Thurlestone Parish Hall, on
Maonday 3™ April at 7.30 pm, At this meeting the Chairman of Thurlestone Parish Council,
Mr Kit Marshall, will present his annual report and there will be three guest speakers - Sir
Simon Day (Devon County Councillor), Ms Shonaugh Rankin (District Councillor), and
Mr Dave Lock (Operations Manager from Torr Quarry, and responsible for locul street
cleaning, litter collection, etc.,) There will also be an Open Forum for parishioners to ask
questions and express their views,

All residents of the parish of Buckland, Bantham, and Thurlestone are encouraged to attend
this Annual Parish Mecting and to exercise the opportunity presented by the Open Forum.
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WINTER AND SPRING

By South Hams standards, It's been a long and miserable winter. We've
even had a flutter of snow. Colds and the flu virus seem to have had many
of us in their grip as we have coughed and spluttered our way round the
villages. Morale is low and there Is a deadness of spirit as we try
desperately to assure each other that spring Is on the way.

Indeed there is plenty of evidence of new life. Daffodils are ‘fluttering and
dancing in the breeze'. Those buds which have not succumbed to the
ravages of frost are pregnant with life. The sun shimmers on the sand and
surf. Nature is reawakening.

Yet there is a harsher winter holding so much of the world in its thrall, The
dead destructive cold of violence and fear, of hunger and poverty, of
disease and disaster. The war In Iraq has opened a Pandora’s box of
sectarian strife which no one knows how to close. The Alds virus seems to
eat Into the souls as well as the bodies of millions of sufferers. Corrupt
regimes exploit their own citizens and laugh mockingly at the so-called
guardians of justice in the West. The disillusionment that so quickly breeds
apathy and inertia are at times too close to the surface for comfort, But

aven here there are real grounds for hope.

Let's take heart in the resurgent spirit of ideallsm among the young: the
growing reallsation for many that wealth and possessions lack value
without community and peace and justice. Look at the number of people
actively engaged in a spiritual search for meaning and purpose. The acorn
of hope planted in the hearts of many peoples and the leaders of ‘making
poverty history’ are all making their own contribution in donations to
charities and the commitment to buying fair trade goods. The oak tree in
all its fullness and glory will take years of careful nurture and care to grow
but we have a dream and dreams can come true, If we work for them.,

Meanwhile there is no better way to keep hope alive than by celebrating
the unique triumph of love over evil, of justice over corruption, of life over
death that Is revealed In the death and resurrection of Jesus. Here is God's
victory over sin and the conclusive demonstration that ultimately love will
triumph. Spring not winter, life not death, have the last word.

But He needs all of us to play our part.

Andrew



A Al  Saints’ Lyinney

it Churchwardens: Graham Worrall 562016 & Liz Webb 560090
e 7, Everyone is welcome at all services,
vy i{ﬂh 1{&1 which are at Thurlestone, unless indicated otherwise
‘ﬁn"f-lh"
' Chuveh Seevices
Sundays
Every Sunday 8.00am Holy Communion (1%, 39,5 BCP, 274" CW)
April 9th*, May 7th 11.10am Morning Worship for All Ages
April 2nd*, May 14th 1.1.10am Matins (BCP)
April 16th, May 21st 11.10am Family Communion (CW)

April 23rd & 30th, May 28th 11.10am Parish Eucharist (CW)

Thusidnys

April 6th, May4th 10.00am Holy Communion (BCP) at Bantham
All other Thurs (not May 25)  9.00am Holy Communion (CW)

April 27th 8.30am Informal Prayer

ACP = Book of Common Prayer  CW = Common Worship % = change from norinal pattern
See Church Notice Boards for variations & more information

Holy YWeek Sy Enster Seevices

Palm Sunday April 9th 10.15am Palm Sunday Procession with pony from Parish
10.30am Hall to church for Marning Worship for All Ages

Maundy Thursday April 13th 6.00pm Benefice Fucharist (CW)

Good Friday April 14th 10.00am Family Service at South Milton
2.00pm Last Hour Devetion
Easter Day April 16th 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) with hymns
11.10am Easter Day Family Communion (CW)
Other Jgenefice Sevvices
Rogation Sunday May 21st 3.00pm Rogation Service - Higher Leigh Farm, Churchstow
Ascension Day May 25th 6.00pm Benefice Eucharist at West Alvington

You would be welcome to join us for any of these Aletivities

Mondays & Wednesdays 10.30am Coffee-Time in ald of monthly charity in MR
Tuesdays (fortnightly) 3.30pm Searchlight (primary) in MR

Tuesday April 4th, May 2nd 2.45pm Fims for All in MR April: Pride & Prejudice
May: Tea with Mussolini

Wednesdays (termtime) 1.45pm Under Fives in MR
Thursdays (termtime}) 6.00pm All Saints’ Rock Club (secondary) in PH/MR
Eridays April 7th, May 5th 12,30pm Ploughman’s Lunch In MR far new church lighting
All other Fridays 1.2.30pm Lunch Club in MR for those llving alone -
(not April 14th) please book on 560090

MR = Church Meeting Room P = Parish Hall

Please use CHURCH CAR PARK when attending church or meeting room



MULTI METHOD PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING AND GUARANTEED
GUARDSMAN PROTECTION OF
CARPETS RUGS UPHOLSTERY

CURTAINS AND LEATHER

Safeclean

The furnishing care specialists Neom *
ebpindnien Lisa Wootton

Orlental and antigue rug cleaning and

repuir IRONING SERVICE

TAKE A BREAK

from IRONING !!

Spod, stain amd odour removal
Carpet patching
Lenther eleaning specinlists Lisa will collect and Deliver
Recommended by lending loeal farnishing your imning
manufnciurers and reinilers
Al work fully insured and guaranteed Reasonable Rates
Free estimates and advice given
Established since 1969 TEI: 01548 856567
FREEPHONE
0808 1 449072 or: 07753 422 202

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

III

If you are requh-'ecl to submit one to the Inland Revenue,

MALCOLM FRANKE BSc., FCA

invites you to discuss the benefits to you of using his
ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION SERVICES

The benefits include

- Competitive, fixed fee quotes.

- Personal service from a qualified chartered accountant.

- Over 20 years experience of dealing with individual taxpayers a nd
small businesses. :

- Home visits as required, at your convenience.

- Integrity and confidentiality gunaranteed.

- Free initial consultation.

[f you want your affairs dealt with to your benefit, at your convenience,

by a local professional person you can trust, simply give me a call on

01548-562320

Malcolm Franke — Chartered Accountant
Campania, Links Road, South Milton, Kingsbridge. Devon, TQV 31R.
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LANDSCAPES

All aspeets of
Landscaping:

- Walls
- Pafios
- Pergolas
- Ponds
- Decking

Creating complete Gardens:

- Planting = Turfing
- Maintaining the finished Garden

HND in Hortienlture
Established 20 Years

Tel: 01 548 550754

QUALIFIED
CHIROPODIST
VISIT.[_I\IG PRACTICE

Liz Powell MSSCh MBChA
Grenville Cottage
Grenville Road
Salcombe, 8. Devon
TQ8 8BJ

For appointment teléphnne:
01548 842062

Ireatment of corns, callouses, verrucae,
athlete’s foot ete and advice on general
foot care

f’

S

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE AND M.0.7T,TESTING STATION

BLIGHT
ENGINEERING

. BANTHAM GARAGE, THURLESTONE
(Tel: Kingsbridge 560220)

ARITANNTA RESCUE SERVICE

SERVICINGEMECHANTICAL REPAIRS OF ALL MAKES
Engine Reconditioning and Transmission Overhauls

WHEEL BALANCING ON CAR

24 Hmn'v&ﬁﬁﬂﬁ RECOVERY and COLLECTION SERVICE

" ACCIDENT REPAIRS
(can-ln-:lmhym:rassm:und cempRny) PETROL
J. E AUTOBODIES TYRES
OIT.
nymwmmpmmshnmmﬂmgmmmmnnmmmuﬁ
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HARRY HUGGINS & THE TWITCHERS

Last autumn we had an nvasion of rare birds,
and of twitchers who came to see (hem, Which
makes us ask "“What is a twitcher, and why do
we call them that?"

Mark Cocker, in ‘Rirders: tales of a tribe’ says
that, put at its most simple, twitching is the
pursuit of rare birds. In the popular imagination
it involves travel - young men (there aren't many
women - they're not so daft) in soruffy anoraks
and woolly hats hitch-hiking, or riding live or
six in a battered Mini, from one end of Dritain 10
the other and back again. That is how Bill Oddie
describes them in his ‘Little Black Bird Rook .
All those are middle-aged now, and snccesstul
Journalisis or telovision presenters ar running
birding tour companies. | wonder il voung ones
have taken their place?

But you don®t have 1o travel. You ean look out
of the window. Here in Devon June saw one of
thic rarest birds we have seen in Britain - a Sub-
nlping Warbler, Blue Tit sized, grey on top,
orangey on its breast, with red rims around its
eyes and a white monsiache. The books say they
summer around the Mediterrangan. We found
them only in what is now Monfenggro - it was
Yugoslavia then. She watched it from indoors
while 1 chased it with a camera - all very
embarrassing becavse the Brigadier and his lady,
who lived next door, were having a drinks pary
and the hedge was not as thick as it is now,

It kept hiding in the bushes but eventually I gol
it picture which the raritics commities aceepled.
That bird was ‘suppressed’. To twitchers
suppression is the most heinows of sins - keeping
gjiiiet about what you have seen, thus denying
them the chance of something for their lists, To
be fair, we did tell a couple of very distinguished
birders who said (a) “It won't stay™ - but it did,
for four days, and (b) “You don’t want 400
twilchers swarming over your gardens; do you?”
She saw her Black Stork from the garden

(we didn't suppress that one....she couldn’t find
anyone 1o lell), and her White Tailed Engle went
s0 fast it was impossible to let anyone know.

If twitching is the pursuit of rare birds, you have
to think what is rare. Sometimes it is obvious,
That Ancient Murrelet (a bit like a Puffin bt
smaller) which they found off Lundy was the

VILLACE WO

Tho fomaiinlly niagiaisg of st Buckiand, sed Viokesioms

first for Europe and for the Atlantic - never
previously scen away [rom the North Pacific.
You can’t help wondering whether someone had
relensed it, like what happened with the White
Sheathhill (collogquially known as o Paddy)
which turned up on the waterfront in Plymouth.
This looks like a chicken (though it is a scabird
not a chicken). The book says they breed in
South Georgia and other islands of the far soutl,
and in Antarctica. They live by scavenging
ameng the colonies of penguins and seals, eating
anything remotely suggestive of food. Some
disperse as far as South America, nnd will land
on ships. Paddy must have done just that, as

he appenred on a dockside in Plymouth after

the fleet came hack from the Falklands, Sailors
must have had him for a pet and dumped him
overbonrd when their ship paid ofT.

Many birders wani (o see birds which are not

the rarest of the rare. Cirl Buntings for example.
Said to be commoner than they were. Many
birders going to and from the Isles of Seilly stop
off to try and see one.  When we lived in Essex
a friend complained sadly that he came to Devon
and spent fifteen hours searching (he used to
time himself - what & bind) without finding one.
Likewise Wrynecks, Aboul lwenty birders were
in South Milton Ley looking for a Spotted Crake,
a reed bed skulker. On our way in we found

8 Wryneek. 1 stayed to keep an eye on it while
June went to tell the birders. She just managed
to gasp out “Wry...." before she was almost
knocked down in the rush.

A rare bird can be something we may regard as
common - it depends where you are. In the early
niizeties we wenlt to Lilat in the south of Israel.
Beside the canal, a couple of miles [rom our
hotel, was a large open hut where people
measured, weighed, ringed, then relensed birds
which they had eaught. Belore dawn they
erected nets among the nearby tamarisk trees
and we went along s it got light o watch the
proceedings lor a couple of hours until they took
in the nets and departed.  Then we went also,
buck to our hotel for breakfast.

We saw all sorts of migrants passing through
Israel on their way 1o Alrica. The bird which
caused the greatest excilement was g Dunnock,
a little dark brown thing with a greyish head and
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ane of the commonest birds in our gardens. We
don’t know how many we have, must be half' a
dozen. They remain concealed in the bushes
most of the time. Interesting Hitle birds; the
experis say they have a love life an account of
which even the "News of the Warld " would be
reluctant to publish. Ours stay with us all year,
living on insects and the remnants of sunflower
seedls which finches drop from the feeders.
The books show thal some summer in northern
Russin, No food for them there in winter and
they migrate south to Turkey and countries
around the Meditertanean, including the const
of Ismel. But the books don’t say they go as far
south as Eilat, on the Red Sea. No wonder the
folks in the ringing hut weie excited!

50 why do we call them Twitchers? 1 used 1o
think it was really “tickers" - ticking ofT birds
ona list. Sometimes | still do. But the said
Murk Cocker explains otherwise. In the 19505
Britain’s lirst raritics committee was formed.
Hitherto | think rarities had been reported

in British Birds. There are several such
publications now, but then it was the only one
which was rensonably middle-brow. The editor,
i very well-respected ormithologist, decided
whether or not a record should he accepted,
There was & kerfultle becuuse one distinguished
gentleman wrote in about n Bee Enter and

was asked for a description. Fe refused, on the
grounds that » Bee Eater is quite unmistakable
(Bee Eater is an unlovely name for about the
most beautiful bird in Europe) - blue, orange,
vellow and green with yellow throat and

quite unmistakable flight. lis calls are equally
bewutifl - you hear these bubbling, trills ag a
flock Hies townards you.

Alter this sguubble it was decided to Torm a
rarities conmmittee, ten pf them, to say what was
receptable or otherwise. One Howard Medhurst
was o member of the first committes, and he
gave himsell the task of going to see any bird
within striking distance of London. He went

o the back of a motor-cyele driven by one

Bob Emmett, and they were accompanied by

i husband and wife on another motor-cyele, 1t
could be n cold business, This couple didn't get
s0 cold beeanse riding between them was their
little dog - she kept his back warm and likewise
his wife's tumnry, When they got to their
destination Medhurst was usually frozen stifl
el shivering. Twitching, he called it, nnd

the practice arose that they all shivered. Each
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birding trip was therefor ealled “being on n
twitch”, and the term caught on,

Whether you helieve this story arnotisupto
you, It is true, what the ravities committes

did in those early days must have been diflerent
to what happened more recently. When wo
reported rmrities, which never did happen very
often and which doesn't happen al all now,

we had 1o send a form 1o the county recorder.
Maybe we didn’t have a Torm and had to ask for
one, Also we had to wait until our photographs
were processed. Then nfler we sent the form and
the pictures to him he wounld mull about them for
a bit and maybe ask some questions, after which
he would send the form to the secietary of the
rarities commitlee. Usoally he waited until he
hand & batch 1o send. The secretary passed the
forms to be members of the committee; they
were sent by post and took some time to go
round to all of them. By (he timeench member
had seen the forms, any birds were likely to have
flown away or been eaten by a predator,

Rare birds do sometimes stick arovnd - the
Lesser Yellowlegs (an American vagrant)

we Tound on the Avon gtayed from the énd of
November 1981 10 the end of March 1982, and
maybe after that for all | know. But usunlly a
rare bird remains for a day or two only, often
less than that. Onee we met a very bitter
twitcher near Soar Warten, close to Bolt Head.
He had come from London to see a Bonnelli’s
Warbler, a miserable-looking little thing from
the Mediterranean. It had gone; | tried 1o
console him - wasn’t really worth looking at
and there were other things in the area. For
some reason that made him even more bitter,

The question arises - where do twitchers get their
information? However good o bivder you ure,
and some are very good indeed, if you want to
see 400+ birds i Britain in a year, or have a
British life list of 550 or thereabouts you are not
going to find them all for yourself. You ¢an start
a year list on the 1" of January - Robin, Wren,
Blackbird, the easy ones, plus any rare ones left
over from last year - but to get to & big total you
must include some racitics and not miss out on
any that are found. 1 Joe Soap sees one that you
hive not got, he is going to get a bigger list than
you, 50 ot real twitcher has 1o see other people’s
hirds.

Bill Oddie wrote about being on Portland Bill, a
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hot spot for migrant birds. He was doing a film
for the BBC - hie insisted they chose the place,
not him. When he waun’t wanted for a bit he
wiandered off and found a Yellow-billed Cuckoo,
an American vagrant. There was n bivd
observatory there then - maybe still is for all |
know - you could stay avernight and be involved
with netting and ringing migrants birds. There is
u big hut at Slapton for such & purpose. He told
a few of the people ot the observatory about the
Cuckoo but as it was on private land they agreed
not to publicise it. None the less, in the next few
days over a thousand twitchers tumed up, When
the bird disappeared so did they - instantly.
Someone must have told someone else and the
news spread over the grapevine.,

There were ‘clearing houses” Tor inlormation.
A pulron 5t Mary's in the Isles of Scilly is one,
Another notable one was Nancy's Café at Cley
(proncunced Clie) on the north Nocfolk consl.
This was
canducted in the
little dining room
of a liny house en
the main street.
There Nancy
served good
nourishing food
al inordinalcly
cheap prices o
Impecunions
young birders,

A Favonrite place
to spend the night
was the sp-called
‘Beach Hotel” at
Cley - four
benches, each
facing in a different direction, with o ool over -
no walls and the sides were completely opoen (1
wonder how mueh they slept?).  No, we never
patronised it, must have stopped the car outside
it when walching Snow Buntings and Shore
Larks amid the swirling snowflakes, but | don’
recall it and we retreated to the comfort of the
Maltings nt Weybonrne for hot baths and a
comfortable bed.
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Any news about birds on the north Norfolk coast
and elsewhere was telephoned in to Nancy's.
She kept a note of it; vsually there were hirders
there and the nearest on to the telephone had 1o
answer. [n the late 80s the caté closed md Nancy
died. But by that time the premium phone lines
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had come along and a couple of entrepreneurs
started Bivdline.  When we had the Whiskered
Term in our valley in April 1987, a youny friend
asked il we would mind if he put it on Birdline.
We said po ahead - the perfect place; the bird
wits in the valley (then flooded because they
were rebuilding the bridge by the Golf Club);
there was parking, loos, and the bird was quite
close. They came in foree, followed it when it
commuted to the Avon, and gladdencd the heart
ol the little man who ran the then filling station
at Aveton Gifford, He sold more petrol than at
any weekend before or since, If you want
Birdline, the national one is on 09068-700222
and the South West one on 09068-70024 1.
Either will set yon back 60p per minute.

But it hasn't vested with Bivdline. Papers
followed - you ean carry those aboul, and mobile
phones too so you ean ring your friends. Now
there is the Internet. No, not for me - Kendall
MeDonald says | nm p Luddite, and so | am,

But that will give you the latest mformation.
You could have seen the South Huish Black-
fnced Watgail pictured on it. In fict, why go to
see the bird at all? Like sport on television, you
can see far better than if you were actunlly there!

I read that o couple of years ago the Internet
carried photographs of n Little Egret. There is
often one in Thurlestone valley. 1F you want
really close views go 1o Kingsbridge at low tide
and look in the stream just below the loos on

the Quay. But this Egret was on the west coast
of Seotland, off’ Argyll. You wouldn’t expect

o Little Egrel there, 1t s a southern species,
almost unheard of in Britain until about twenty
years ngo, since when it has been spreading in
thes south, and breeding. But this Scottish bird
wasn 't n Little Egret. It was a Snowy Egret from
America. Snowy Egret doesn't appear in detail
it any of my bird books. But some bright spark
recognised it for what it was. Bird Watching
magazine carried a photograph and yon conld see
this bird"s bill was just a little bit different from
that of a Little Fgret.

There is o moral in this. Leok hard at anything
you see, especially at flocks of birds. Among
those borving Herring Gulls theve may well be
one with yellow legs - now sehediled as a
different species, so you gel another tick!

Harry Huggins
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The Conjuror’s Bird
by Martin Davies
(Hodder & Stoughton  £10.00)

I have recently read so many books that were
utter rubbish I began to despair of finding
one worthy of recommendation, but at last 1
have succeeded,

This is a gem of a book, beautifully writien,
every waord counting, worthy of all the
glowing adjectives one can ascribe to it
gripping, intriguing, erudite and poignant,
with a captivating love story,

There are two, inter-related, narratives
spanning 200 years, one the story ol Joseph
Banks, the naturalist and collector who
accompanied Cook on his epic voyage, the
other the tale of John Fitzgerald a taxidermist
who became involved in the search for the
temaing of on extinet bivd Trrdws wlientis,
the mysterious Bird of Ulieta, an island in
the South Pacific, which had been collected
on Caok’s second voyage.

These two stories and the intrigue and
machinations involved keep one spellbound
from begimning to end. You will probably
not read a better book this year - and it is
worth buying if only for its beautiful cover!

GwW

Labyrinth
by Kate Mosse
(Orion  £9.99)

I see this book is now top of the paperback
chart. There is no doubl that it is & very good
book, and that Kate Mosse is o gifled writer,
but Lam sorry to say that although 1 liked the
story - which deals with the search for the
Holy Cirail - and thought it rather better than
Dan Brown's The Da Vinei Code, Tor me it
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was far too long and convoluted. Its 517
pages were too much of a (est for my stamina
and concentration.

It is based on Carcassone (where the author
has a house) and the surrounding beautiful
countryside, so for those of you who know
that wonderful ity and the region it will
provide an added interest.

GW

The Alehemist’s Daughter
by Katherine McMahon
(Orion  £9.99)

Because they are not written lo pander (o the
lowest common denominator, | like to find
books which are nol “chart-toppers”, as they
are often of a higher standard than many of
the well publicised best-sellers. This is just
such a book, and reveals an author of
exceptional intellect and imagination.

Without going into detail - which would
spoil the ultimate fascination of this novel -
it is the story of the very chequered life ol a
girl who, from an early age, was brought up
by her father in a cloistered life-style which
consisted solely of indueting her into the
science and mysteries of alchemy, in which
she came to excel.

The first part of (he book is enchanting, the
middle part is poignant, disturbing, and al
times sordid, but the end is so much more
wonderful than one could ever have
expected.

This is a truly high class novel with an
excellent story, and a boolk that you should
not miss, Moreover, at £9.99 for a hardback
edition, it is remarkably pood value!

GW
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s u d 0 k u © Puzzles by Pappocom

www.sudokin.com (As Featured in The Times, Monday to Ssturday)

Ensy No, 7

Medium No. 7 Medium No. &
TIR[2[A[5[1[9[3]6 AEHDOGEIE AL Congratulations 1o Lisa White,
4131519181617 1211 A16]81113[7]9]5]2 § Mead Lane, who sent in the
ﬁ ; : : ‘: i : 3 ; : T : : : ; : : 1 lnvnlly_-r ull-u.:urrclc_l answer o our
slalile R E G TitEhGERS prize compelition in the last
12 G sl le 517 anaRnaanng igsue, The correct solutions are
al7laz]alo]1]6]5] ol|3]slal7[2]|1]4]8 shown on the lefi, for those who
ole 153 8la]7]2 tlel4|5(9]3(7]2]6 may still be struggling. Lisa wins

SI41LIA1TIR19 1) (71216141811 151319 the prize of a Sudoku book.
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Soath Miltor Village Hall
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SUNDAY 28TH £ MONDAY 29TH MAY
i1 AM'TO 5PM EACH DAY
Ploughman's Lunches, Cream
Teas & Refreshments
available
Entrance Fee £1 per person

Tables available for exhibitors at £5 per day

Contact Daphne Osmond (560917) for further
details

All profits to South Milton Village Hall, Charity No
201969



IF YOU LIVE ROUND HERE ......
YOU NEED JUST TWO BOOKS.....

THE STORY OF SHIPWRECKS
THURLESTONE, OF THE
BANTHAM AND SOUTH HAMS
WEST BUCKLLAND

with 100 Old Photographs Over 70 very local
telling the tale shipwrecks in full

detail and pictures

£8.95 £9.95

FROM ALL YOUR LOCAL SHOPS. DON’T WALK ABOUT
WITHOUT THEM !

CAROLA “E'ifi:i’;"é‘i“
CASEMENT ] i
Book-keeping Services [ Rebin
Herbert N
Lie Ac MBAC
Pﬂyrﬂ“ Acupupciure

cv‘g\ Maoyberry

3 Ol Stetion Yord  Kingebridge

Manual & Computerized l
Telid 01645 863700

Accounts

Member of International Association of |
Book-keepers

e Godwin Kevin Cattarall
Tel: 01548 561105 g j:w oS




Bed & Brealdfast
Meadow Cottage, West Buciiand

g T e

*in a quiet rural valley mid-way
between Thurlestone and Bantham

* comfortable bedroom with twin
beds and private bathroom

* full English breakfast

Elisabeth Meldrum, Meadow
Cottage, West Buclland,
Kingsbridge , Devon, TQ7 3AF
Tel 01548 560759

SOUTH HAMS
CHIROPRACTIC

Millers Cottage
Souoth Milton
Kingshridge

01348 560012

Gientle & Effective Treatment

Buck Pain and Seiaticu
Neck and Shoulder Pain
RST

Sporis Infuriey

Fennis Elhaw
Headaehey

Wiriplush

Richard Gubbay BSe Grad Dip Chiro
17 yeurs experience
BUPA and PPP Registered

Member of the British Chirgprootic Association
GCC Repislersd

Maintenance Property Services |

* General repairs

* Roofing

* Tiling

* Paint / Decorating
* Double Glazing

* Restorations

* Guttering

* Cleaning Services

/T

¥

Please call Kingsbridge and ask for lan

Tel/Fax 01546 853 075 Mob 07974 987 433




HORSWIBLL DIARY

At last, here 1 am back in Myica, amidst all Qs
diversity; Inmersed in the heat and the dust aned
the clamour and corruption of it From the dark
looks of an alipont official seeking sly baclk-
linders 1o the delighted giin of recognition
T my deiver Matthew, alveady it feels as if 1
aun back where | belong, “Where is Bwana
Matthew usks, surprised (o seo me tavelling
alane, “Bwana Is very busy in England® T
explain, “He cannot come with me this tivee,”
"Pole” he replies, looking genuinely sad. |
pleture '‘Bwvana’ walking down the driveway at
Hoswell to feed the dicks by the pond, 'see
I subyounded Dy dogs, wailed by o relinne
of peacocks and guinea fowl, | imigine hiin
stopping to admire a favourite cametlia or
bending to pick up a daflfodil snapped off

by the wind and send him a mental hug of
gratitucle Tor undemstanding my desperate need
1o escape the grey English climate.

Matthew edpes our vehicle theough the ety owt
onto the pot-holed maln roaed for our two Jiour
heme-shaking ricle nodh to Watimu, Traflic
swirls swrouned vs: The lacal mini- buses, gavishly
signawriilen with slogans such as Prisoner of
Hape or fesus {s Broana vace [rom one stop

1ty the next, sereeching 1o a hali In g elend of
rondside dust as they compete for passengers,
Rusting, over-laden trucks hog the centre mond
pushing us o the very Hinlt of the tnnac as we
swerve (o avold thens Men on bicyeles hold
thelr line with barely a shudder... and admimble
Herve.

©Out In the country Palice at road-blocks wave
us by, supplementing thelr meagre and
inconsistent wages with fines from easler prey
than voublesome 1ourists. Progress is slow as
we Jostle behind a man pushing a coude
woaoden bamow laden with pineapples and
another man strugeling 1o balance a whole heap
ol bananas seross the handlebass of his scooter,
An eldedy Masal, wll, elegant and upright walks
Liesicle us, one hand held high 1o use his
wogden spear s a walking siick. The Tolds of
hiis vedd cloake ave thick with dust, his bare feel
encised in shoes made from the rbber rread
of a car tyre. To be here he will have walked
iy, teany lonely miles from his native
grasshinds of the Mara, 1 ook from him o the
strings of "Fraliwers' ded by thelr lpces that hang
from a nearby stall. He retums my sympathetle
simile with a wide gin of brown stained teeth.

Clouds af brilliant beugainvillea, veaunilion,
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orange, purple and magenta, sprawl over tin roafs
and garden walls, wreathed in a haze of smoke
frawm the burning rabbish heaped on the roadside,
At night, brown and white goats with black ffis on
their ears and down the length of their spine, sleep
on the warmth of the fires' dying embers, but now
they pick over the smouldering heaps looking for
[l

Our journey takes us through banam plantations
andl rolling lields of sisal, through impoverished
townships and sleepy scttlements; arriving af last
in un oasis of civilization and heauty on (he edge of
lie ocean. “fambo! Karibut! “Hello! Welcome!™ call
a continueouns stream of familiar faces. In minntes,
Iaving exchanged clothes for a swimsuit, Lam
foating thiough warm wrquoise waters, looking
Back at an expanse of pure white sand as wide as
the sky. Momnunl......Kenyaaaah !

On Sunday [ accompanied my lriend Elizabeth to
chureh, Over thie years that 1 have known her my
admiration for Blizabuh continues 1o grow. She
used to live wiih a Jazy and abusive husband who
cheated on her with other women, The fear of
ALDS was o real coneerm, Gradwally she realised
slie must leave hing, but she could not because she
was expecting her second child. After the birth of
little Tina she plucked up courage, 1ok her two
children and left home, Now she lives with them
and her younger sister In one small room of a
rented house, Wiile her sister Formbun looks after
the children, Blizabeth teies 1o earn as much as she
can by making and selling kikois (sarongs) on the
beach,

Shet has managed to lease o buy a small plot of
land nearby, Now, evory tme thot she hias saved
1,000 shillings - £9 to us,; but a small fortunie to her
- ghe buys a load of cement and a load of coral
bricks, In two years she has managed to build two
rooms of a tiny house. By iy next vislt she hopes
1o lave bullt on a living room and maybe even

i Hn rool, Her excltement and optimism are
contaglous, | leel so proud of all that she has
achieved, And of her courage. 1In native Kenyo o
worinan without a man is degmed to have no status,
She Is extremely vulnerable 1o nowelcome
altention, possibly even rape, For that reason
Elizabeth insists that 1 carry ler Dible on our wall
tey cliieh “So that they will respect you”

We wilk alang the beach then our up through palm
trees to the road. Her son Henson holds my hand
ad [F he will never let it go, melting my heart as he
gazes up at me with adoring eyes and the toothy-
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est, gappY-est, gunmmy- est grin imaginable,

A matatu or minibus swoops a halt beside
us, The words God s Gloriows are sprayed
like gafliti across its battesed but colowful
palntwork and the whole vehicle seems 1o
vibrate with the volume of the pop-music
blaring within.

A witve of heatl escaped as the side door

slidl apen. Ttwas clear that every seal was
oecupied by at least one pemson but somehow
I elimbed In with Ben on my lap, Elizabeth,
Formina and baby Tina squeezing in
somnewhere behind me. 1 counted 17 of us plus
the deiver all jammed in rogether, Someone’s
child elimbed onto my lap heside Ben, The
waoman hext to me stroked my blond hair,
insisting that her husband combed his fingers
thirough it too. The driver asked if T supported
Manchester Unite.

A couple of miles up the road we pared from
ouf fellow pussengers like long lost friends; with
handshakes (thumb, patm, thumb), high fives
and exuberant smiles all round. We walked in
the dust through a village of palm-thatched mud
liowses, their dark interiors revealing an almost
total lack of possessions. Young mothers with
blank faces sal owside nursing babies, with
young children playing at their feet. Old men
wanderad about amiably, poking at this and th
with their sticks; rather like old goats fossicking
over the rubbish, while younger men were
conspieuous by their absence.

The air was filled with a terrible noise, It
sounded like the over-amplified commentary
from a spons stadium or a mee trck. “What is
that?" 1 asked Elizabeth. “We are a litle late”
she replied. “The preacher has already started.”

1 imagined a huge arenn and a Billy Graham
style rally, so was surprised to discover the
churcl was one of the class rooms in the
local school. A small whitewashed room with
windowless windows and neat rows of small
wonden desks and benches, It was already
ey Full thiar we had 1o sit in the front row, just
inches away from a wall of speakers more
suited to the amplification of a Rolling Stones
rock concert than a single man in 2 tiny room.

The (st preacher was a jovial man with music
in his soul and rhythm in every movement of his
body. He side-stepped across the mom loose-
limbed and bendy, shifting his weight from bick
1o front 1o lean into the crowd and reinforce

his message. For an hour he jabbed the air

and pranced around the room, Hoating like a
butterfly and stinging like o bee, yelling God's
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word (Swahili) into the microphone loud encugh

10 awaken the deacl. Then the chair sang and did

a shy liitle dance afier which the second preacher,
whom [ had already marked out by his over- .
enthusiastic reactions to all that was going on,
worked himsell up into a lather in no time at all.

He Lind @ face like o hyena and eyes black with
fite. Sweat drenched his purple shint as he ran hack
and forth across the reom, darting down the aisles
{0 aneer and pant like a mad man, snorting aniel
spitting in what looked to be a torrent of anger.
Momentatily he would retreat, then with renewed
vigour, sidestep acioss the room and Jaly, jaly at us
like a fencer lunging towards us, as it to plerce our
heants with the tip of his foil. 1t was horrendous!
I thought my ears would never recover froin the
decibils of his omtion, let alone the invective. Bven
the ants In the spine of Elizabeil's bible scurfed
away in [fight. Elizabeth pointed 1o the passage
in the Book of Tsaizh that we were meant to be
siucying, but even with that as guidance it was
hard to [l any correlation between Isalalt's quict
words and the passionate display that [ was
witnessing.

The best bit was worth waiting for, For his finale,
on a high of cuphoria, he exhored the
congregation to shout to heaven the loudest
Allelinya that they possibly could, just in case God
had not heard us. (Huh! Some chance of that!)

" Alleluyal™ he shouted, winding us up. “Alleluyaaal”
we shouted back, “Louder!” he said. “Geed cannol
hear you." "Alleluyaaaaaaal” we re plied, nearly
lifting the roof off with the noise. “Still not loud
enough!” he said. *One last time! Are you reacly?
Three, two, one....”  Bveryone jomped for joy,
leaping into the air higher and higher, again and
again, feet thundering on the floor, hands waving
abave our heads, "ALLELUY AAAAAAANIIII" we
yeiled back, so loudly that we drowned out the ear-
shattering feed-back from the microphone, After
which, with out eardrums winnowing with pain it
seemed an opportune moment 1o escape before the
laying-on of hands and the convulsive laints gol oo
out of lund.

For lunch we dined on mangoes, soda-pop and 3
small leed cake ¢ut into five, Formina plaited my
hair while Bensan and Tina, who have never seen d
1oy, played quietly beside us: Benson using the
hairbrish as an imaginary mobile phone and Tina
playing with the ‘tea-set’ she had made from the
two caps from our soda battles. Elizabeth walkod
ine "home’ along the beach.

We bothiagreed it had been a perfect African
Sunday.

Prunella Dart

A} I My FONE



WE'RE N

-We can repair sny shoe
including surgieal adaptations
=Full key cutting service
including mosi chipped ear
~Full watch repair serviee, including
batteries, steaps, glass replacements
-Batteries for car immobilisers
and alnrms
-Professional sharpening service for all
tools, knives and scissors
-Full engraving service
-Pot identity tags
-Leather Goods
"L“Eﬁﬂgﬂ

i If you're looking for great service

«Most services that we offer ean be
achieved the same day or even while
you wait

Mt::igtersu{’ S{:imfn ﬁ-'i-i.tI{ «
Unlt 10, The Anchor Cerita, Blidﬁa Sheal

01548 857857

Claire's Kitchen

'Cuisine with a flair'

[ ]

Qutside Caterers
Food for every occasion

WEDDINGS, ANNIVERSARIES
CHRISTENINGS
CORPORATE FUNCTIONS
Special menu of dishes available
for home entertaining

TELEPHONE/FAX (1548 560191
Claire ], Wallace
Winkfield Place Cordon Bleu Diploma

ADRIAN
T MUNDY

Independent Monumental
Masons

Memorials: Renovations:
Lettering: Name Plates

A Local Qualified
Craftsman
Competitive Prices
Tel/Fax: 01 548 856 340 or

Mobile/Shop 07721 6006524
Unit 10, Garden Mill, Kingsbridge

A local independent
fumily business

SAVILL

FUNERAL SERVICES

Funeral Direetor Talbot Savill

y Sl et il e The only Independent
M Famiily Funern) Directors
i in Kingsbridge

PRE-PAYMENT

' PLAN FUNERALS
ON REQUEST

A CARING, SYMPATHETIC
& 24 HR PERSONAL SERVICE

Tel: Kingsbridge 01548 857701

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST

The Moortand, Lower Union Road,
Kingsbridge TQ7 1EF

b e ———— e——
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&‘ MODEL GEHTH‘E&
Ygouso¥
FOR ALL YOUR RADIO CONTROL

AND MODEL NEEDS COME TO PTA

We stock HPI, Protech, Tamiya, Hornby and many many more.
We can also order anything from our range of catalogues.
We are open Mon-Fri 9.30.5.30
Closed Wed
Sat 10-4.30 and Sun 10-12.

Find us at UNIT 5H
SOUTH HAMS BUSINESS PARK, CHURCHSTOW
TO7 3QH
PHONE OR FAX US ON 01548 B54833
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.ptamodelcentre.co.uk

S0 IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR SOMETHING FOR GHI‘.‘.IUHI}W&TERJDR AlR
COME TO THE FAMILY RUN MODEL CENTRE THAT CARES

NEWSPAPERS WMIAGAZINES

NEWSPAPER DELIVERIES

Whether you are a permanent resident or on holiday, why not enjoy the
luxury of having your newspapers delivered to your door?

Dave and Sandra offer an honest, early and reliable delivery service
T days a week.
No need to get the car out—use our petrel and let us get wet!

From one day te permanent—all it takes is one ‘phone call to
01548 B53132
And we can start you tomaorrow

Magazines delivered Free

Dave & Sandra Edmondg, 22 Henacre Road, Kingabridge, TQ7 1DN




KATES KITCHEN

SPRING CHICKEN! (Serves 4)

A steaighiforward, one-dish main course nsing tender chicken
and seasonal vegetables. Serve simply with warm fresh, bread.

Ingredienis:

4 uncooked chicken breasts cut into thick slices

Stock for poaching:

| pint chicken stock (may be made with good guality chicken stock cubes)

I finely chopped small onion
Small bumch of fresh thyme tied together (or a good pinch of dried thyme)

Vegetables: (can be substituted when seasonal - e.g., parden peas, runner beans, courgelles, ele.)

2 miedium leeks cut in half lengthways, cleaned and thinly shiced

3 celery stalks trimmed and sliced thinly

I red or arange pepper cut in half lengthways, seeds removed and sliced thinly
200g {4 1) shelled broad besns ( may be frozen)

200g (%4 Ih) fine green beans cut into small pieces

200g (¥4 Ib) broceoli cut into smull {lorets

Y bunch spring ontons, trimmed and cul into small picees

Sauce:

50g (202) butter  25g (1oz) plain Aour rounded teaspoon Dijonnaise mustird
¥ pt eréme fraiche zest and juice of Y% a lemon or lime

approx ¥ pt stock wsed for poaching chicken  freshly pround salt and pepper

Preparation:

Bring chicken stock to simmer in a wide; shallow pan.

Put in chicken slices, chopped onion and bunch of thyme.

Continue to simmer for about 5 minutes until the chicken is just cooked and remains moist.
Remove chicken and place in casserole dish.  Resorve the stock.

Hring large pan of salted water to the boil, Add all vegetables except broceoli and spring onions.
Bring back to the boil and copk for 4-5 minutes, Add broceoli florets for the last minute,

Strain through a colander, add to casserole and mix with the chicken pieces and spring onions
Melt butter in pan, add Mowr nnd mix well off the heat.

Retun to low heat and cook for | 1o 2 minutes, stivcing all the time.

Add the stock a little at a time to begin with and stir on a low/medivm heat until the sauce
thickens and couts the back of the spoon.

Add mustard, seasoning (you will not need a lot of salt if you have used a stock cube), jnice and
zest of lemon or lime,

Stir in the créme fraiche.

Pour over the chicken nnd vepeiables,

Cover and cook in the middle of a moderate oven For about 30 minutes,

Serve sprinkled with parsley - and enjoy!

WILLAGE YOICE P ety agarses oF Inasshisi, Dikled, snd Tihickostoss AprilJ May 2008



¥ At the Bridge Table %

How often do we arrive in a contracl, view the durimy - and see that we appear lo have one more
loser than we can afford? Notinfrequently, in my case, but here is an example of how two apparent

losers can be rediuced to one. The bidding was as [ollows

w N i I8 b
2 Spades  Double Pass 3 Hearts
Pass 3 Spades  Pass 5 Hearts
Pass 6 Hearts Al Pass

The 2 Spades was weak, showing six cards in the soit, and
the 3 Spades from North showed a big hand with af least
three card Heart support.

From the bidding declarer knew that Enst could only have s
singleton Spade and most likely four trumps. His plan was
to trump two Clubs and one Diamond in hand and hence
arrive at twelve tricks vin AKQ of both red suits, AK of
Clubs, the Ace of Spades and three ruffs. A neat play
considering that there appesnrs to be a certain Spade loser,
and most likely a tromp loser.

The best play is tostart by winming the Ace of Spades, Cash
the AK of Hearts, then come over to the AK of Clubs, rull a
Club, and then back to the Ace of Dinmonds to rulF dummy’s
last Club. Finally, return to dumimy with a Dinmond, cash a
third Dinmond, (hen trump dummy’s lagt Dismond to leave
yoursel " with the Queen of Hearts as the 12" trick. This

All Vulnerable Dealer West
Morth
5 A6
H Q74
D AKQ4
C AKT2
West sl
5§ KQJwrs 5 2
i 6 H Jisl
B e 2 D JT53
C 1084 C DJI9%
Soulth
5 K78
H AKKBS2
a6
C 53

works well when Eats’s shape is 1-4-4-4 and also works when East is 1-3 in the majors and 5-4 or 4-5
in the minors. The iden is to mvange for two of the delenders’ winners to collide. Here it happens at
trick twelve, when you concede a Spade 1o West but East has to trump it and give the last trick to

dummy’s Queen of Hearts.

Here is a reminder about using MeKinney type signals when
defending: You will remember that the basic idea is that

a discurd suys “Don 't lead thiv swit. I my discard is a low
card, fead the lower vanking of the ather two suits - and vice
versa”. The same principle applies when yon lead a card
expecting partner lo take the trick by trumping or otherwise,

The contract is 1 No Trump by South. West starts with the
8 of Hearts. Declarer realises that West would have led the
King from KQJ so he rises with the Ace in the hope that this
will either drop an honour from East or block the suit, East
cammot allford to unblock the Jack and so pluys the six.

Declarer then set about Diamonds by running the nine to
West's Jnck. The play to 1rick one indicated that East now
held the bare Jack of Hearls, becanse otherwise South wounld
not have played the Ace. So West must comtinue with a low
Heart - but which one? West should seleet the nine as a clear
suit preference for East to return the high suit, Spades. 17
Fast shifis to the Jack of Spades after taking Jack of Hearts,
declarer will lose two Spades, Four Hearts, and n Dinmond.
The tip lere is that when setting up a long suit vou can often

ANl Vulnerable

Prealer Souih

D uA

Marth
5 1074
H AlDT72

C 1874

West
8 A2
N KQiis
TBEE
C 5312

East
8 QJ653
H Jé
D72
C KJi9

5 Kus
H Al

€ AQG

Snuih

P AKGS54

give partner a suil preference signal to show where your outside entry lies.

V1L ALl VREE

Tha wryreennily mogurss of flaatlong Db b, bl T Rilrsting
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The Boutique
where style is standard

Ladies * Shoes

Fashion Clothing

Handbags

Accessories

Jewellery

Hair Pieces/
Fascinators

Nemelli

3 Anzac Street, Dartmouth
Tel: 01803 833233

www.danielli.co.uk

INTERESTED IN LOCAL HISTORY?

HERI'S ONE FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF '

THE LITE AND DEATH OF THE LIVERPOOL
BARGUE DRYAD { 1874-91)"

This is story of the sailing ship Dryad,
which came to a tragic end smashed
on the rocks at Start Point during the
Great blizzard of 1891,

It has been reviewed far and wide;

"o gplendid book' ULS. dept. of the imterior.
'@ must have' 8. W, maritime history soc.

‘excellpnt and very readable’ Sea Breexes magozine,

Written and researched by local author and diver
Hetiry Alexnnder: it is nvailoble from Thurlestone,
Bantham and Churchstow stores, local baokshops, or
from the suthor, Price: £12.95

Henry oan be contacted at

Aune Cross Lodge, Bantham

Tel: 01548 561182

YOU ARE IN

STAGS COUNTRY!

We currently have many applicants seeking property
in the areas of

THURLESTONE - BANTHAM — BUCKLAND

If you are thinking of selling
we would be delighted to hear from you.

For further information on our discreet confidential
market appraisals without cost or obligation call us now

01548 853131

www.staqs.co.ul

kingshridge@stags.co.ui




TOM GANGE

FURNITURE MAKING
AND WOODWORKING

Quality Bespoke
Furnitare

Other woodwork undertaken
Including

Restoration
Waorkshop:
South Milton Nursery
01548 560303

Mobile: 07817 806863
Evenings: 01548 561144

MARSH DAWES |

. i } Ky A 1
Master Craftsman

T 8

All Types of Woodworking
Projects Undertaken

FURNITURE MAKING
AND RESTORATION
{F IS BR Dﬁ‘l-:?i HAVE [T FIXED

CABINET MAKER
HAVE A NEW ONE MADE

PURPOSE MADE JOINERY
DOORS, WINDOWS, ETC
IN SOFTWOOD i."a?ﬁ‘ HARDWOCD

WOODTURNING AND CARVING

BOAT RESTORATION
Cottage No 6, Bantham, Kingsbridge,
South Devon TQT 3AL
Please Telephone:

Mabile 07837 361306 or
Evenliygs: 01548 562056

(answerphone)

Maintenance Property Services

Do you have any odd jobs that need looking at, or do you need a
complete make over? All work gnaranteed, references supplied.
FREE QUOTES

# Conservatory Specialist #

# Large or small jobs

# Guttering, Facias, Soffits

f# Interior exterior painting
# Tiling, Walls, Floors

# Fitted Kitchen, Flat Pack Assembly
# Plumbing, leaking vadiators # Fit outside tap
# WHATEVER YOUR NEEDS #

Please call Kingsbridge

01548 853 075

lan Mason, 5 Alvington Terrace, Kingsbridge TQ7 1HD




A PHISSION FOR WG"ﬁVlHG

by Sue Dwyer

The Devon Weavers' Workshop is about fo
have its First Birthday parly, and the six
weavers who started the group are
wondering where the past year has gone!

The group started at Dartington in the mid
1980s as a cruft class and when the tutor died
in 1990 the weavers stayed together as a
self-help group. In 2000 the trustees at
Dartington decided that they wanted the
weaving space for the prinl maker and,
despite a fight, the weavers were displaced.
Due to the generosity of one member and her
husband - Erdmunda and Erie Symon - the
oroup were allowed to move into their
unoccupied granny Nat, Buying thelr own
premises in such a high-price area was out

of the question for the weavers, who also
necded adequate parking as heavy looms
were often brought from home which made
walking for any distance impossible.

Although the flat was small it did allow them
(o continue meeting weekly but after four
years of procrastination the remaining five
younger members decided to try and find
somiewhere, Tt was at this stage | was asked
1o join them. | had been a member for a
short time in 1997 but needed tuition, so0 |
had decided 1o work for the Certificare of
Achievement orpanised by the Associafion
of Guilds of Weavers Spinners & Dyers.

I went weekly to Taunton to further this aim,
but began to find the trip arduous. [ attained
a Distinetion in my exam but, i you are not
careful, weaving can become a very isolating
hobby. [ also wanted somewhere to put my
larger floor looms!

Erdimunda told us of seme workshops that
were being built near Ashprington, which
seemed just what we needed. Rent and rates
were quite high, so we had to decide how to
finance the operation, | had taught medical
students and traince general practitioners in

my past life and, with my weaving exams
now over, felt I could teach weaving at the
new premises 1o help financially, We were
fortunate, and overjoyed, to obtain Lottery
funding and could then buy eight state-of-
the-art modern looms - our old looms were
not up to the job of teaching students, Our
next step was 1o become a charity so that we
were eligible for some benefits, such as rate
rebates.

In May 2005 1 had my first class of five
students, none of whom had woven before.
They signed up for six Saturday whole-day
sessions. [ strongly believe that if students
are going to continue with any cratt they
should feel their first product is a success
and be proud of it and that they should use
lovely yams. As 1 travel a lot | have some
wonderfual alpaca from Peru, wool/silk
mixtures and coltons from the USA and [
was amazed at the quality of the weaving
that was achieved,

Several times a year we have two and three
day specialist courses for intermediate
weavers, | have also run two more
bepinner courses and as | go to Ashprington
on Tuesdays those who are able to come then
can complete their course in three weeks.
Most have stayed on and bought a loom

for themselves. We now have 22 members,
the originators have become trustees of the
charity, and our monthly payments, high at
the start, have come down - not gs low as

we would like though, We also have outside
{utors coming in - in Seplember an American
to teach Navajo rug weaving and in October
an excellent weaver to teach us how to make
silk braids on a loom (for edging lampshades
and making curtain tie-backs) and for this
we huve aboul 60 warp ends per inch.

I now look at fabrics in a new way, [ see
something [ like and write down how it is
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made, or tuke photographs to analyse later.

I i this happens to the students oo, as
they come in and siy 1 hive seen something
wani o weave™ and then | help them dralt
the Tabrie. 1 have two computer-driven
looms that allow many possibilities in Tabric
tesipn,

I the futwre we may have triol weaving
duys so anyene can come and weave for
i day as w ‘faster’,

My beginners classes are dillorent. Shidents
learn from the starl how to make o warp,
dress (the loom, thrend the loom, tie on wind
hen weave, This is the part | reslly enjoy.
It is so onlerly and precise as well as being
piathenvatical, Tam helped in teaching by o
computer progemme in which it is possible

Ly L RIR R BRI | Ve waryreseindy frigaprss o8 linan by, Hinblind ol Bk sone

fo gl i pood idea of what the end produet
will [ook like,

On 8" April theve is an Open Day af the
warkshop, from 10 am to 4 pm, and anyone
is wetcome to come along and visit s,

A couple of loams will be threadod wp so
visitors can have a iy,

To lind s, lake the Ashpringlon luming Lo
the right which is sipn-posted at the top of
the hill going down towards Fotnes on the
Kingshridpe/Totnes vomd. Follow this romd
for shout 1.4 miles when you will see o sipgn
saving “Caution Workshops Entrance™ and
the entranee §s about 100 yards Turther on,
Oue workshop is steaight ahead. 1 do hope
some ol vou will come. | ean be conmeted
an O1548-500648 or suefa ddwyer.[2s.com

el Wlg Has



SAFFRON
PRIVATE HIRE

(Proprietor: ] Peacock)
Travel over any distance

Shopping, Airports, Stations
air conditioned vehicle

Personal Service
Safe, Comfortable &Convenient

Assistance given to
elderly & disabled by
mature experienced driver
retired emergency
Ambulance Man

01 548 853 900

THE SALON

Hairdressing for
men and women

Cindy and The Salon
team welcome clients
old and new

Piercing Room now Open

W are always
pleased to see you !

43 Fore St

Kingsbridge 01 548 852 128

SOUTHWEST
UPHOLSTERY SERVICES

Paul & Debhie Tucker

RE-UPHOLSTERY
SPECIALISTS

Domestic furniture
Antique & Modern
Large selection of fabrics

Formerly at 55 Church Street
NOW at:

Fairfields Workshop
Wallingford Road
Kingsbridge
Tel: 853090

Hl‘lﬂ British Chiropody Association.
Registered with the HPC. ’
B P/

= Visiting chiropody service
= for the South Hams

DOUGLAS V. SMITH
M.5.5.Ch. MB.ChA.

For a comprehensive chiropody
service in the comfort of your
own home

Far enguiries and appointments,
please telephone

01548 561304 anyume

{answerphone when out on call)




THURLESTONE HOTEL ##ss

Margaret Amelia Restaurant

Sensutional sea views in a sumpluous new setting. Now with floor to ceiling picture windows.
Open for: * Evening meals

* Sumnday hunches

* Special celebrations

Superb daily lunches served in our Cocktail Bar, Conservatory or on the Terruce.

Country Club

Salon Opening
s . - . 3 ] ILI
Indoor and Outdoor Swimming Pools SV Times
® Spa Bath and Sauna
> Finessaiie Decléor Beauty Salon (call 560382)
9 Hole Par 3 Championship Goll Course 5 ;;’n ;rn :::i?ﬂl ;ﬂ':?n f‘; 30pm
Tennis, Squash and Badminlon Courts ’ ' bt
Hair Salon Hair Salon (call 563524)
Decleor Beauty Salon Tues - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm
Contact Reception for membership details

Fully qualified, experienced, friendly stafT . Free parking
el: 01548 560382 . www.thurlestone.co.uk . Email: enquiries@thurlestone.ca.uk

Cg?]?’ltii'y

Cottages_ 4

Thinking of letting your holiday home!?

Discover the benefits of a truly local agency with over 300 properties in the South Hams

Call now for a Free Brochure & Owners Guide

We are currently looking for more select properties in the Thurlestone area

Sauth Hams coist & cotmtryside (inéliding Thutlestone) Kingshridge 01548 851572
Properties in and arcund Saleombe 01348 843773
Propertias in-and around Dartmouth 01803 839499

www.coastandcountry.co.uk



Our first walk for 2006 took place
on 1™ January, What a fantastic
start to the year! Only eight very
fortunate adults with two black
labs met on a wonderful January day for an
excursion into that foreign country known
as Cormwall.

2=

Cietting to the start of the walk involved a
drive to Cremyll, a foot-ferry boat erossing
of the Tamar and a double-decker bus
journey from Mount Edgeumbe to the village
of Rame. All went well with the connections,
so there we were, after a very few minutes,
walking and gazing westwards along the
beautiful Whitsand Bay on a peerless
winter's day. A brisk one-and-a-half hours
later we were in the Cawsand Bay Hotel
restaurant, overlooking the sea and having

a wonderful “senior citizen's™ lunch,

There was only one blemish - although the
food was wonderlul, it took an awfully long
lime to reach us! Thus. as we returped
through Edgeumbe Park the ferry’s limetable
constraints struck home and the last half-
mile became a slightly undignificd rush for
some of the parly to ensure they made the
4.00 pm ferry,

But everyone really enjoyed the day - one
person saying that it was the best walk she
had ever been on. Praise indeed,

R

There was o good turnout of filleen
walkers and four dogs on 23"
January for the first short walk

of the year in the Bigbury urea,

One new walker and one visitor joined the
regulars on a dry but chilly day. A talfic
blockage in the lane into Thurlestone
resulted in the four cars setting off from
Court Park in various directions, according
to each driver's idea of the best way round
the obstacle. Tlowever, all ardived at the
Royal Oak within minutes of each other
and, having given our luneh numbers to the
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landlord, we sel off along lancs and across
fields to Bigbury-on-Sea and then to
Challaborough, where the dogs all made
the most of the beach and the sea.

After a short refreshment break on the cliffs
above Black Stone we progressed inland
through Ringmaore and Houghton to a path
across fields back to the pub. A large muddy
pool in the last field proved irresistible to
one of the dogs, who launched himself full
length on his tummy into it. He did nol go
into the pub! Nine of us tucked into the
pub’s excellent value ‘Winter Warmers®
menu, the rest having had to miss out this
lime because of prior appoiniments.

The introduction of a Jamary short walk
this year had proved most suceessful.

TW

Ten walkers and two dogs

squeezed into two cars on

Wednesday 8" February for the

drive to Shadycombe car park at
Salcombe to cconomise on the £5 all-day
parking charge, After a week of freezing
weather we were lucky to pick on a mild
day with only a few spois of rain.

This walk was & new variation for most of
the group, starting with a walk through the
town and estuary-side to North Sands, where
the dogs again made the most of beach and
sea. We then followed paths through woods
and fields 1o Combe, and through Portlemore
Barton lo the New Inn at Malborough for
hinch.

The landlords had put on a home-made crab
soup lor those who wished to try it. It was
delicious. Afler lunch, we followed lanes
and fields through Collaton, Maryknowle
Farm and parallel to Bonfive Hill, returning
to the cars by 2.30 pm.

This long walk was a shorter one than nsual,
but not without it incidents, including an
eticounter with a spotied frog by a stream

At £ My 2006



and having to retrace our steps slightly when
our senior dog refused the final cight-foot |
drop down a wall with protruding stepping- |
stones. Admittedly this was a bit daunting
for the two-legged walkers too, most of
whom opted to accompany the dogs onan
easier roule!

™

Tuesday 21" February dawned
a sunny but bitterly cold day.
Despite the cold, sixteen walkers
and three dops pathered at
Bolberry Down to walk the four miles to
Hope Cove, along the ridgeway towards
Malborough and back lo Bolberry Down.
We were very pleased to include walkers
from Mathorough and Kingsbridge among
our pumlbers - proaol, if any were needed,
that TRAMP is really establishing a
reputation for providing a pood day oul.

Our feader set oul at a fast paee in order 10
keep warm and soon realiscd the error of her
ways when her comment on the beauty of
the view mel with no response. On turning
rounid, she discovered that everybody was

al least 100 metres behind, as they hiad the
sense Lo reserve some ol their encrgies for
the walk into the wind that was to come as
we rounded Bolt Head.

The walk went as planned, with nothing to
comment upon except our good fortune al

being out on such a lovely clear day, until

we lell the ridgeway and started to cross
the fields towards Bolberty.

Despite having checked the route only ten
days previously, things had changed. A dog-
fiiendly stile had been nailed up (o make

it impassable 10 our four-footed friends,
Now TRAMP dogs are nol easily deterred,
especinlly when being loudly encouraged by
sixteen fellow-walkers, but however much
they squeczed, pushed and jumped they
could not get through. 1n the end they,

with their owners, were forced (o leave the
footpath and find another way through the
fields before joining the official path further
down.

The rest of the walk passed withoul incident,
and we were all looking forward Lo getting
our teeth into the famous triple-decker
sandwiches at The Port Light as we climbed
the last hill and the said establishment came
into view, Afler a very nice lunch we made
our way back into Thurlestone just as the
ruin sturted to fall, making the prospect of
hot baths and cups of tea seem all the more
enticing!

LM

Two On The Trot

Milke Yeomans 16-year old son, Ross, as many of you will know, suffers from cystic
[ibrosis - the UK’s most common life-threatening discase, Al present there is no eure but the
faulty gene responsible has been identificd and doctors and scientists sre werking hard to lind
ways of repairing or replacing it. People with the disease are now living longer (han cver
before. Mike is running in the Treseo Marathon on the Isles of Scilly at the end of April,
with the nim of raising several thousand pounds o go to the Cystie Fibrosis Trust, which
funds research aimed at understanding, treating, and curing this disease.

He writes “F know that I can count on suppord from the people of Thurlestone and there
are sponsership forms being passed round af local events and activifies. Please give
generously, If you woull like to make a separate donation, then either call me and I can
came and collect it, or put it through the letter-box wt Clarence Court (flat next door fo the
old Post Office at South Milion) or 8 Parkfield (Jean and Dervick Yeoman’s home)™

West Buckland's Kathy Norris will also be running in the London Marathon on 23" April.
Read all about her on the All Saints School News page.
Village Voice hope that both these runners receive lots of generous support and sends them

good wishes for # successtul oulcome.
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PINE
FURNITURE

Large range of hand
finished
Reproduction
Pine Furniture

Traditional & Antigue

Upholstery Renovation

PINE WORKSHOP

4, Bbrington Street, KINGSBRIDGE TQ7 1DE
Telephone: 01548 856002

SOUTH HAMS
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

L]
Expert advice, Sales & installation of |-
TV, Video and Domestic
Appliances in the comfort of your
own home
Repair Service
Competitive Prices

Free local delivery

Contact Colin Jarvis,
Tel: 01548 559001

Mobile: 07773325316

Loddiswell, Kingsbridge

Tel: CAR
561947 PARK;

THE GARIDIEN
PILANT CHNTIRIE

Alston Nursery
Malborough

Wide selection of top quality
Plants for the Garden

BAMBOOS,PALMS,
PHORMIUMS
HANGING BASKETS
BEDDING & PATIO PLANTS
MANY UNUSUAL CLIMBER
& SHRUBS
Open 9 am to 5 pm

Wednesday to Sunday inclusive

STAUNTON LODGE
Bed & Brealkfast
Too many vigitors?
Big family celebration?
Send your friends and relatives
to mel

® Delightful sitiation with views over
the Kingshridge estuary.
. fin-suite or private bathroom,

Colour T.V., ten/eoffee radio
and hairdryer in ench roon.
. Ample off road parking

. Approx 400 yds level walk to town centre.
L] Numerous places to cat within easy wilking
distance,

Eluine Treleaven (ex. Furzey Close Hotel)
Stmmton Lodge

Embankment Road ~Kingsbridge.
Tel: 01548 854542, Fax 01548 854421
e.mail:miketreleaven(@msn.com.ulk
www.stauntonlodge.couk




FINE SHINE Ltd
Carpet & Upholstery

Oriental Rugs
(Collection for workshop
Cleaning)

Domestic & Commercial

www.fineshine.co.uk

Office : 01548 854313

Mob: 07989300453 or
07971247375

Unit 10, Orchard Industrinl Estate,
Poplar Drive, Kingsbridge TQ7 ISF

7 LOOKING
FOR QUALITY
' PLANTS AND
SERVICE
" 'TO MATCH ?

YOUR ANSWER. LIES AT
AvaoN MILL GARDEN CENTRE
IN THE PEACEFUL AVON VALLEY.

EXCELLENT COVPEE SHOP,
CHILDRENS ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND,
ThaMGUIL RIVEREIDE SETTING.

AVON MILL
GARDEN CENTRE}
TEL01543550338

WooOL g poAnr  LonoevweLh KiNGEsrione DEVON

FINE SHINE Ltd

Valeting -
Car - Boat-
- Caravans

Workshop or Mobile Service

Why not leave your car with us
while you shop or work?

www.fineshine.co.uk

Office : 01548 854313

Mob: 07989300453 or
07971247375

Unit 10, Orchard Industrial Estate,
Poplar Drive, Kingsbhridge TQ7 1SF

Christian Bookshop
& Resource Centre
41 Fore Street, Kingsbridge

Special stock of Greetings Cards
& Gifts available

Christian books, cards, gifts & music.
Over 75.000 titles available to order
weithin 24 howrs.

Open Mon-Sat 10.00-4.00

Telephone 01548 856571
Fax 01548 856573
K Mail wordwise@fish.co.uk




THURLESTONE
GOLF CLUB

CAPTAIN’S
NEWSLETTER

I am delighted w be in a position 1o write this
article as the new Catain of Thurlestone Goll'
Club. Having lived in South Milton for over
twenty years and been a member of the Club
for at least fifteen years, it is with great pride
that I have accepted the honour of Captaincy.

My role will be made easier now that the new
management structure is properly in place,
and our new Chairman has taken office.

Rod Moore is twice a past-Captain and | am
sure his experience will be invaluable to the
commitiee and the Club as a whole.

My chosen charity is CLIC Sargent. This has
the added benefit ol also beéing the charity
chosen by Tish, our Lady Captain and will
enable us to combine our eflorts for a very
worthy cause. Our first event will be a
Captains’ Drive-In. This will be held on
Easter Bank Holiday Monday, and it is the
first mixed event of the year, I am sure that
both of us will have trembling knees as we
drive off in front of a gallery!

In the golf calendar we have the Devon
Amateur Championship to look forward to.
This will be held over three days, duting
the weekend 12 to 14™ May. Thisisa
prestigious event involving the ‘cream’ of
Devon's amateur golfers. Thurlestone’s
single-figure handicappers will be strongly
represented and hopefully one of our own
will be crowned champion. The last time
the championship was held at Thurlestone,
Steve Pike was proclaimed Devan Champion
o his home course

Our junior sections continues (o thrive and
we have now obtained the Junior Golf Mark
Accreditation, which is a testament to all the
hard work carried out over the past couple of
years - and it is nice 1o see speeial attention
being paid to the girls. 1iz Line has organised
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several competitions over the past few
months, encouraging them to participate
under the umbrella of the Junior Section,
| thank her for her efforts and enthusiasm.

Our new caterers, Duncan and Sarah Prowse,
have already shown that our social events
should prove to he very successful occasions,
Their standard of food and service is of the
highest order, and 1 am sure will enhance our
reputation as a golf course not 1o be missed,
I wish them every success in their first year
with us,

I look forward to reporting to you the
progress of golfing events in future editions,

Alec Esplin

LADY CAPTAIN’S
NEWSLETTER

One of the first important things that the
Lady Caplain has (o organise is the Ladies’
Luncheon which takes place cach February.
This year's proved 1o be a greal success -
much to my relief!

In spite of a heavy snowstorm, it was
attended by more than forty ladies who
enjoyed a delicious lunch cooked by our new
chefl, Duncan Prowse, and followed by
enthralling stories about life on the ex-Royul
Yacht Britannia. Our speaker, Commander
John Pritchard, served on the Royal Yacht for
two years and was therefore able to give first
hand information on what life with the Queen
on board was really like. He also described
his involvement with the plans to replace
Britannin before they were scrapped by the
incoming Labour government.

The snowstorm failed to spoil the day and
indeed, in spite of scemingly dreadful
weather, a *wel day’ quiz for Wednesday
club competition days, prepared this time last
year, amazingly has not yet had to be used.

gl iy 2t



Haven't we been lucky? Indeed the winter
competitions huve been well supported, even
producing a Hole-in-One al the 6™ in January
from Pat Cope, who scooped the Hole-in-One
prize fund which had not been used for over
two years, A Hole-in-One is very rare but
surprisingly there were four in 2002 with the
last nce beinp Jackie Tillon's in August 2003,

ILis not just the young who are prepared to
play in colder weather. Our Lady Vets (a
Lady Vet in golf terms is anyone over the nge
of 60), have had two events specifically for
them sinee Christmas. These were organised
by our Vets' Caplain, Liz Evans, and took the
form of a 9-hole competition followed by a
Ploughmans Lunch,

The second one was rained off, but Liz
provided a Mensa-type 10 quiz to keep us
oceupied. The elubhouse hias seldom been so
quiet as people tried to work out her fiendish
problems. Two Vels matches have been
arvanged in March against Yelverton and
Churston. Things are never dull at the Golf
Club!

As the County Championship is al Churston
in April this year, a number of our ladies are
entering and we wish them well, The main
mafch season is fast approaching with our
first county inter-club match on Friday 21*
April versus Yelverton. To help the teams
prepare, weekly team piractices are gathering
maomenlum, concentrating on the short game
where so many matches are won or lost,
“Get down in two” is still the watchword.

An innovation this year (not of my choosing -
1 e still quaking at the thought) is a drive-in
for both Captains lo raise imoney for the
Captaing’ charity, CLIC (Cancer & Leukemia
in Children).

The date is Easter Monday, 17" April, and
the hole the first. A map has been prepared
of the 1" hole, divided into 700 squares, each
5 yards x 5 yards, and each square can be
“bought’ for £1.00. So, all you Golf Club
members, if you can predict where | am
going to pul my tee shot, buy a square for
£1.00 and win a bottle of bubbly - or just
come and enjoy the fun!

Tish Mawhood

WILLG Ve

JUNIOR GIRLS
SECTION ¢
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At Thurlestone Golf Club we are trying to
encotrage more girls to take up golf. Some of
the things we are doing to gel more guls to
compele are :

® Each month we hold a 6 hole
Stableford and a 9 hole putting
competition for the girls, There are
cups for the best scratch score, the
best stableford score, the putting cup,
and the best score for under 8 years
old golfer. There is also a prize for the
most improved golfer of the month.

& In between competitions, a number of
ladies take the girls oul for practice on
the course, 10 build confidence and
appreeiate the etiquette of golf.

L We plan to hold practice sessions
when the weather is warmer for
pulling, chipping, and bunker play led
by Liz Line and Jenny Underhill.

@ Starting in April, each weck there will
be Menday evening competitions for
the Junior Girls and Boys together

e We plan inter-club competitions with
both Bighury and Teignmouth Clubs.
This already happens for the Junior
boys but we hope to have a Juniar
girls team also this year.

o I have applied to the English Goll
Union and been awarded money for
Junior boys and girls golf lessons.
These will take place at Thurlestone
Golf club with Peter Laugher, the
Club professional, when the weather
is warmer after Faster.

o The response has been most
encouraging and each month for the
girls competition we have 12 pirls
taking part, and 3 more girls are on
the list to join Thurlestone.

Liz Line

Al Ky 3004



BURTON FARMHOUSE & Andrew Hurrell
GARDEN ROOM RESTAURANT :
PLUMBING & HEATING

~beautifully restored farmhouse and work- ENGINEER

ing farm offering B&B and evening meals

-1 mile Hope Cove, 3 miles Salcombe On- Tﬂp Bathrooms

-centrally heated en-suite accommodation Design

-Garden Room restaurant serving delicious Supplies

country fayre using fresh local produce Installation
Tiling

-open to non-residents, Booking essential Disabled/Elderly facilities

-self catering cottages also available For a complete

-private parties, weddings, dinners etc Bathroom make-over service
Contact Andrew Hurrell
-Fully Licensed
19 Northville Park,
Anne Rossiter, Burton F I . :
Galmpton, I(]ingsl:ri':rge:!;g';{;[;;:’ g;g%ﬂahrai%i;%; : '::E
TSl 210 Mobile: 07970 970387
. LAUGHER’S GOLF SHOP
-Curtains-
PELMETS T
TIE-BACKS
CUSHION COVERS
BED COVERINGS
ALTERATIONS etc
MANDY COLE
Telephone
01 548 531832
Call 01548 560715




IF YOU LIVE ROUND HERE......,
YOUNEED JUST TWO BOOKS

“THE STORY OF THURLESTONE,
BUCKLAND AND BANTHAM™ with
100 Old Photographs telling the
tale. £ 8.95

SSHIPWRECKS OF THE SOUTH
HAMS” Over 70 very
local shipwrecks in full detail and
pictures. £9.95

FROM ALL YOUR LOCAL SHOPS.....
DON'T WALK ABOUT
WITHOUT THEM!

Alterations to Fine Clothes

Waist & length adjustment
Zip replacement &

small sewing jobs.

Linda Oggelsby
21 Bamfield, East Allinglon
¥ Tolnes, TQ 7QR

e o Yo

Four Seasonsg
@arieing

General Garden Maintenance
Lawn Mowing, Hedge trimming

Power Washing etc
Richard Jackson

Tel: 01548 562039
Mobile: 07976 B86946

rmjacksonQ4@hotmail.com

The Finest Quality
Trvrditionad & COniBEmPporasy
Hand firrged frove Work:

Gawdlens Soulptiivg Garden Furnduee,
Guales Raddings Itteseods et o Sitried:

AL aapecty of regidentiot & Jpuedilic
Commiissiong underizkan

For A froe Quetiy
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Thurlestone Golf Club
TENNIS SECTION

Our Tuesday social tennis sessions have continued throughout the winter months, The members
are looking forward to some sunny, dry weather when play can start on our grass courts, The
Tuesday cvent continues, while the Wednesday Club Evening starts on 5™ April, at 5.30 pm.

1o kick off the grass court season, a tournament will be run on Saturday 20" May, at 2.30 pm.

The tennis commitiee have planned new senior and junior events this season. They involve
coaching-tournaments and social events, The club would like to generate more inferest in junior
tennis and competitive session lenms.

Coaching

Francisea Spiering will be running mini-tennis sessions on our cowts, starting at the end of this
month on Thursday 27" April. For the very young players, mini-tennis sessions will be held at
the Parish Hall at the same time, Janet Richardson will be running Beginner (moving up from
mini-tennis) and Improver coaching courses in the Easter and the May Bank school holidays.
She will continue with the popular Ladies daytime coaching throughout the summer,  Notices
and application forms are on the pavilion board.

Tourpaments - Matches

Tuesday 18™ April, 9.30 am Round Robin Junior Tournament 10-16 years
Tuesday 30™ May, 9.30 am -ditto-
Sattrday 27" May, 2.30 pm IRound Robin Senior Doubles Tournament

Saturday 15" July & Sunday 16" July Thurlestone Open Doubles Tournament

Friendly matches will be played throughout the suwimmer season.

Social
Wednesday 19" April Tennis Supper at the club
Saturday 15" July Tournament Barbecue at the club
Tuesday 25" July Family Barbecue at Leasfoot
Friday 5™ August Charity Tournament Lunch & Teas
Saturday 12" August Tennis Dance at the Parish Hall

The regular summer holiday programme will run - details in the next Village Voice.
Supporters are welcome to come down and watch the tennis and have tea with the members and
we would welcome new members, both junior and senior,

Contaets:  Membership Lindsey Fletcher 01548-560157
Coaching Janet Richardson 01548-856007 or 07950-002265
Mini-Tennis Francisca Spiering 01548511191
Open Tournament Declan Dwyer 01548-560648
Committes Linda Cant 01548-560896
Court Hire Golf Pro Shop 01548-560715

All-weather and grass court hire is £12.00 per 1% hour session
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**BIN SHINE™**

Are your Wheelie Bins
Wheelie Humming ??

CALL 01548 857677
I there oy Hm‘ + Do you have
* eguaitars 7
ey S o
| § I!“
" .
Maggats | f &
Are they -"Ifl ﬂﬂr;::
toe hoay o botioni fo
ho it} / elean i1
S Whu:hn.dufau
pelz)s mwﬁmhm';

We clean the bins in the back of
our van leaving no mess on the
pavements

SALTER S,
HEB D DI S T I HL

LATHST
PUBILICATTONS

MAPS, CHARTS
LAPCAM, ANTHREES T

** ORDER BY ‘PHONE **
With
#*FREE DELIVERY !! **

i BRUSSEILL COURT
SALCKGMIBE
S444064

TERRY REEVES
PRINTING

20 Townsend Close
West Alvington

TR7 3QA

*QUALINTY
**SIDICIEID
MSIERVICLE
COMDPETITIVIE
PRICES

Telephone
01 548 853517

(" DD JOB_SERVICE

No Job Too Small!l!

For All Types of
CLEANING

Light Gardening
Grass Cutting

Hollday Homes
Security Check

Tel: IVY 560 551

B




Weather Wag

Winter seems to be hanging around this year
doesn’t it? We seem 1o have had quite a
variety of situations but nothing too severe
really! February was an interesting month,

I wits hoping for a nice fall of snow to make
everything look fabulous, but no such luck,
just a Few grainy bils that lasted u very short
time, The family next door didl have just
cnough time to build a lovely snowman on
the lawn, only to be knocked down and
allowed to melt into the ground. It was rather
like building a lovely sandeastle, knocking it
down, and letting the sea flatten the pile and
returning it to normal.

The east winds have been quite vicious al
times and the temperatuie has fallen low
enough for some frost damage to lender
plants. Rainfall has not been outstanding -
not very much of it really, Febroary is not a
notoriously wet month, just mainly dull and
miscrable. We certainly learned all about
“blocking high pressure arcas” and the snow
in the north of the country in recent days
(12" - 14" March) has been a good example
of two air masses meeting and the resultant
clash giving heavy snowfall along its front.
Glasgow rarely has snow, but up lo 4 inches
fell a couple of days ago.

One thing about some of the clearer days is
that the sunsets are preily good. When it is a
dark night (i.e., no moon lo speak of) the
display of stars is superb. We are very lucky
1o be able to see the night sky so well
because there is virlually no light pollution
here......well, at Beach Cottage anyway. So
good star-gazing while the dark nights are
here! By the time you read this the clocks
will have gone forward an hour so it will noi
pet dark so carly.

I have been browsing through my weather
books and have come across an interesting
article that has answered a question in my
mined more thoroughly than it had before,

The book is Weird Weather, compiled by
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By Jan Turner

Paul Simons, a favourite of mine. One
section is entitled Freak Phenomena, and
I'd like to tell you about “Cities in the sky”

Basically Paul is describing the reason for a
mirage, which I didn’t realise could be seen
in very cold climes as well as in the more
popular hot desert areas, or off the surface

of hot tarmac. The first example he cites took
place in the Orkney Islands. Now there are
no mountains in Orkney so when the people
of Sandy woke up one day o find that
snow-capped peaks and a village with a train
had appeared at the north end of their tiny
island, they were dumbfounded. It hadn’t
heen there the day before, Yet suddenly,
there was a large white building with several
smaller houses grouped around it. The
phantom village remained on view for
several hours before vanishing at sunsel. The
islanders were convineed that a trick of light
had brought them a glimpse of Norway, 500
miles way. Experts agreed that it had been a
mirage.

Others include some from historical records
of observations (e.g., Hastings in July 1797),
when the coast of France appearcd clear as
daylight as il it was just across the bay. With
telescopes some of the fishermen could see
the harbours that they had visited and the
boats at anchor. More recently in 1987 and
1992 the same view was scen. This time the
weather was cold and clear even though it
was August and 07,00 hrs!

Other events that he mentions are: Dover,
where tourists were admiring the French
coast al close quarters, not realising that it
was in fact a mirage. Sailors in Dublin Bay
claimed 1o have seen Mt Snowdon, 100
miles away. Apain, it was o mirage.

The explanation is all to do with the weather
conditions at the time. When it is calm and
warm air sits on top of cool air, it creates
what is called a temperature inversion.
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Simply put, this is where two air masses
meel and behave like a mirror, bending the
light and crealing amazing images and
revealing places hidden under the curve of
the earth, Sometimes the temperature
inversions actually inverl the images as well.
This was experienced in 1957 when
passengers on the cruiser Edinburgh Castle,
sailing up the English Channel, suddenly saw
a line of ships on the horizon, upside down,
some on top of each other, funnel to funnel
and weirdly elongated. What they really saw
were the images of ships projected from
below the skyline. Paul goes on (o say that
images are particularly common in the cold
northern latitudes.

Could these images have fooled some of the
enrly explorers? For example, did the Celts
set ofT from the Faroes 1o Teeland because
they saw the land clearly on the horizon?
Did Erik the Red sail straight for Greenland
from Teeland about 980 A across 200 miles
of difficult waters and winds beeause he was
chasing a mirage? Certainly the North West
Passage explorer, John Ross, declared in
1818 that there was a range of mountains
blocking the way around the north coast of
Canadn. He plotted them on his map, called
them the Croker Mowuntains, and returned
home. Later (in 1819) Parry, his sccond in
command, tricd again. This time he sailed
right through the Croker Mis, and the North
West passage became a reality.

Mirages can also appear hugely magnified
and elongated. A Jayer of cold air which is
sandwiched between layers of hot air causes

images o reflect, build upon one another,
multiply and tower, prowing info immense
and spectacular mirages hanging in the
distance. Very complicatec! L

Paul sugpests, quoting Dr Lehn at the
University of Manitoba 1979, that mirages
can sometimes suddenly distort quite trivial
objects into monster-like fipures. Perhaps
this could explain strange sightings, always
in calm weather conditions, like the Loch
Ness Monster. Out of 249 cases of the
monster's “appearances”, 84% oceurred
during calm conditions. Mirages can make
objects stretch, suddenly appear and
disappenr, and bend,

Well, what do you make of this information?
Rather spoils the romance of the Scottish
legend, but if T were to go again [ would try
(o hit a period of calm weather and keep a
keen eye on the surface of the lake.

The easterlies have struck again with a
vengeance this allernoon, Force 6/7 or
gusting to about 45 mph at times, Wind chill
is about 9°C. | am going to walk the dogs
now, so wish me luck. 1 hape thal by the time
you read this, things will have become a little
mote like the spring we used to have. Enjoy
the daffodils, rhododendrons, camellias, ele.,,
to say nothing of our lovely primroses
struggling in sheltered corners.

A vemember that Hovticultural Show
preparations shonld be started now!

Jan Turner

VLD AGE WA

3 A Special Front Cover Opportunity

Az readers may have noticed, we are now introducing a little colour into each edition of
Village Voice. 1tis obviously more expensive than monochrome but, with the Teamakers
colour laser printer facility now available, there is an opportunity to include some colour
on at least one page. This month Len TTubbard has kindly allowed us to use one of his
delightful watercolours for our front page, which now provides everyone with the chance
to frame and hang a genuine Len Hubbard print in their home, We understund that Len
would also be happy to provide a suitable mount and frame (at a suitable price, of course!)
for those keen (o take advantage of this specinl Easter offering,

Ve enmmnmil mngibag sF Faafiam, P blaod, wed Thealorons
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Abbeyfield

Abhevfield Housa Saffron Park Kingshridge

wherea residents can live indaependent

A Bed-Sitting Room with Shower-
Room ensuite
Vn_.’aiting list applications accepted

El6dor £174 pw.  includes Central
heating and Full Board provided by a
Resident Housekeeper/Cook.

Plaase apply for viewing to:-
Hon. Sec. Mrs E.J.Mills
01548 856976

A home, support and Compamenship
for Elderly People.

lives but with support and companionship.

GRASSHOPPER
GARDEN SERVICES

FOR ALL YOUR

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,
HEDGE CUTTING, CLEARING ete

CREATIVE DI‘SIGN AND PLANTING
FLOWER BEDS, P(}'l 5- AND CONTAINERS

A high standard of work guaranteed with a
personal, reliable, tidy and
knowledgeable service,

Fully Insured
17 Years
Horticultural
4 * Experience

contact ;Elaine or Jeremy

KINGSBRIDGE EYE CARE
I, THE PROMENADE,KINGSBRIDGE
TEL: 01 548 856 854

Opem  WEEKDAYS 9 — 5.30 pm
SATURDAY MORMINGS 9 —| pm

Contact Lenses, Speclacles, Accassorles,
ll Complete Eye Examinations

7 Parkfield Tel:
Thurlestone (11 548
Kingsbridge 560 664
Devon TQ7 3NW

01548 810235
| Pem:; nal sal;viue =
H. R. ADAMS
L NIGEL FROST
BL.Se. (Mens.) FBCO
iceeihin e GARDEN SERVICES
| CHENE COURT,
POUNDWELL STREET | ANy
el HOLIDAY PROPERTY
MODBURY MAINTENANCE
(01648) B30244
" Tree and Shrub Care
amd Grass Cutting

Hedge Trimming
Strimming, Pruning, Weeding




THURLESTONE

POST OFFICE & STORES
Shop locally at your friendly Village Store

Proud to supply you with local Produce:
Fresh Bread, Fruit & Veg, Dairy Products,
Pasties, Cakes, Sandwiches, Burts Crisps

Wide range of groceries, provisions, gifts:

MNewspapers, tobacco products, Off Licence,

Soft Drinks, lce Creams, Beach Goods,
Photocopy & Fax service

We are happy to accept cheques or cradit
and debit cards for min. of £10

Use the Post Office to buy stamps-or obtain
money-—certain banks only

Feel free to call in and browse—you'll be
pleasantly surprised!

See Directory at the baclk for opening times

PHOMNE/FAX 01 548 561917

COMPUTER
W&fkﬁh@p

The Professional solution to

COMPUTER PROBLEMS

by a Qualified Engineer

Telephone Ken Moss on

01548 852522

Mob: 07773 111 406

email: advice@compwork.co.uk
web: www.compwork.co.uk

Jettec printer cartridges for mast popular printers
at compelitive prices

SWIMMING POOLS

Swimming Pool Engineers

Plant Room Construction &
Maintenance

Swimming Pool
Installations/Construction

01548 810288 &
01752 407662

HEAT CARE

Plumbing and Heating Engineers

Solar Heating Systems
Installed

CORGI QOFTEC
198708 C 2997

cort HEAT CARE orrec
198708 C 2997
Plumibing and Heating Enginsers

AGA/Rayburn/Boiler

Replacements & Servicing
All Makes and Types

Central Heating Systems
Installation Service and
Repair

Bathroom Design &
Installation
General Plumbing
Multi Fuel Stoves

Chimney Lining & Construction

01548 810288 & 01752 407662




NEW HEAD TEACHER APPOINTED

We are very pleased to announce the appointment of Phillip Medway as our
new Head Teacher.

Mr Medway has an excellent reputation, having previous success with
Dartmouth and West Alvington Primary Schools. He is well known and liked
by many of our parents and teachers and we are delighted to have secured
his services at a time when one in every five primary schools is actively
looking for a head teacher.

Mr Medway will take up his new post at the beginning of the Autumn Term |
in September,

Local Mum to Run in London Marathon

West Buckland Mum, Kathy Norris (Mother to Holly in
Class 1A and Gemma in Pearson's Pre-School) will be
running in the London Marathon on April 23", She has
been lucky enough to get a 'ballot’ place, which enables
her to choose the charities to support,

Kathy will be running for 3 charities — Friends of
Thurlestone School, Pearson's Pre-School and Wessex
Heartbeat, with which Kathy has a very personal
attachment: Her son David, Holly's twin, was born with a
heart problem and, sadly, did not survive his first year.

You can sponsor Kathy by pledging money by email at:
kathy@springhill.eclipse.co.uk or by phoning her on 01548 560767.
Please give generously to this very worthwhile causel

Dates For Your Diary
8" June Mr Williams and Mr Durden will be in Concert at the Village Hall.

Anybody who has seen them before will know that this is an event that should
not be missed — especially as it will be Mr William's "Swann” Song.
14™ July Grand Farewell evening for Mr Williams at the Thurlestone Hotel,

More details of both events to follow.....

COLLECTING: We are collecting: Persil Stars, Nestle Box Tops,
Sainsbury’s and Tesco's vouchers. Viouchers can be left at the Post
Office, Thurlestone Hotel, or at the School office. Please help by saving yours for
us. Every donation helps!!
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. 4 The school has appointed a new head teacher, Mr Medway Z
0 to replace Mr Williams in September. We think that the new )
j‘; head will be great and we would like to welcome him. i
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JUST CHILDREN CHARITIES

A Report on Events in Zimbabwe from the Committee

Since the last report on our Charity, much has
changed in Zimbabwe as you will all know.

In particular, the Hateliffe Extension (squatter
camp) outside Harare was demolished by
bulldozers and over 20,000 people became
homeless at the coldest time of the year, left
huddled in a few blankets with no water, no
food, and only one hope - charity.

Our monetary support, given so generously by
you through our fund-raising, has been sent
directly to the Dominican Sisters and the
Presentation Sisters, whom we know, amd who
give directly to the needy - food, clothing, drugs
and school fees.

In a letter from the Dominican Convent they
said that they would like to take the opportunity
to sincerely thank “..all who se generously
supported us in every way during the past
tervible months when we had to stand by and
watch the homes of people destroyed over
their heads in a most cruel and barbaric way.
Our presence and the suppori, material and
otherwise that we could offer from you was

a ray af hope in an otherwise hopeless
sitwation.”

They go on to say, “Now, some months later,
it is a time to look buck and to look forward.”

Al the time of the destruction of Hateliffe
Extension, which included the creche, the clinic,
and the homes of thousands of peaple, 1
remember feeling disappointed that people

did not make more of an effort to defend their
property. Looking back this was an unrealistic
expectation. As an elderly lady later said,
“How can you defend your properly when
there is a bulldozer knocking it down and you
have people standing belind your back with
machine guns and batons?"

This statement helped to bring me back to
reality. [ thought of the 8-year-old girl who was
left at home to take care of her younger brothers
and sister while her parents visited a sick
relative nearby, While her pavents were away
the police came and startec! destroying their
home. The child pleaded, and asked them to

VILLAGE VINCE
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wait until her parents returned, but they did
nol listen. When the parents came back

two hours later they found the child crying
uncontrollably with the smaller children
next to & burning home. She could not be
consoled. The parents tried to explain that it
was not her fault, but she felt guilty that this
should happen while she was taking care of
their home. This little girl had to be taken
away from the area for some days and had 1o
be sedated.

The letter ends with this paragraph.

“There are little signs of HOPE rising up
out of the ashes again.  We have managed
to trace most of the people who were
receiving anti-retrovival drugs and put them
on to treatment again, and we lave found
Indreds of the orphans. We're supporfing
them in whatever way we can, we are rying
to provide basic shelter until something
mare permanent can be done.”

On a personal note, they write “Many thanks
Jor all your support and encowragement.”

From the Presentation Sisters, their letter
said :

“Many thanks for all your support. Life is
very difficult lrere - thousands have left the
country and the Government sent in an
army of men to Hatcliffe. They tore down
the lovely Clinic we had for sick children
anid completely demalished the school for
special needs pupils, It was a dreadful blow
- but we keep feeding and helping to clothe
the children in the other two schools. Life is
very difficult and the poor suffer mosi.
However we keep the soup kitchen running
and help with uniforms and shoes. Again
marny thanks - the Lord will reward you for
your wonderful generosity.”

The third project that we have supported -
through you - has been hit hard too. But at
Mabwvuku, they have fought back and are
actually increasing their successes. The 2005
report from Shingirvirai starts off saying :

“The Shingivirai Women had small

A M



husiness projects going on with sonie notuble
snccesses and, yes, these were razed io the
grownd - and they had to do it themselves for
Sear that if they lefi it io the bulldozers they
weuld have incurved extra fines that they
wauld have found impossible to pay. Every
hounse is now tightly packed with people.
Despite the grass overcrowding and frequent
warker shortages the preject has managed nof
only to keep going, but to move forward.”

The long report ends with these words

“Your group carie to the aid of these wonien
af a crifical time in their development. We still
desperately need your enconragement and
support. The JCC donation in 2005 came at
a time when there way no money for food for
the iwo early learning centres and was very
thankfully received.”

You can imagine, therelore, how delighted our
Commitlee was with the support for our fun

evening on February 4th, the Hopscotch
Hooley. We all happily had a go at some
Scottish Country dancing, some ballroom,
jiving and rock ‘n roll - with many creaking
knees and cobwebs blown away!

Please put in your diary now our forthcoming
Coffec Morning at Seahorses, Links Road,
the home of David and Angela Ford, on
May 27th st 10.30 a.m. Lots of space to
park at the cliff-top car park nearby. All
donations towards the cake and deli stall and
the plant stall would be gratefully received.

Please do continue to support the Just
Children Charities. Thank you.

The Committee

( Gill Durden, Angela Ford, Sue Girling,
Midge Henderson, Shirley Tull.)
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o 7 he Stanbovough Chorus Comes of Age

&

gThiﬁ Kingsbridge-based mixed-voice chair, which was founded in 1985 by its director
of music, Rosemary Cole, is celebrating its 21 birthday this year. Drawing its
members from the South Hams, its repertoire covers a wide range from small items
to large works, from light to serfous, from unaccompanied to accompaniment by

dJg keyboard, organ or orchestra. The cholr has recelved prestigious national awards for

dd Its scholarship scheme and its regular performances of contemporary music. Tt uncer-

JJ takes concerts for charitable causes In the South Hams and Devan, including Bxeter

.J}:J Cathedral, and an annual concert at Buckfast Abbey,

ﬁ On Saturday 8™ April, 7.30 pm at St Edmunds Church, Kingsbridge, (with the

I Festival Orchestra) there will be the first performance west of Bristol of Karl Jenkins'
"Reguiem"and his "Swite from Adlemus IX: Cantata Mundi®, at which the

Jg composer hopes to be present. Tickets bought In advance are £10; from the door

7] £12.50; and under 16 yrs £8.00.

dd
d7 On Saturdday 3" June, 7,30 pm at Malborough Village Hall, a Sumrmer Supper
dd Concert 21 Vears of Song” will take place, comprising music performed in concert

g from 1985 to 2006.

47 Tickets and details are avallable from the Halifax Building Society and the TIC, Kings-
bridge, as well as May Crimp (01548-842361) and Chorus members.
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HoUSE REWIRING!
FXTRA SOCKET!
_DDPLEX HEATING!

......
i iy

We are registered : '
=22 installers of all Dimplex heating appham:&s

Installation of....

® Electric Showers @ Cookers
® Smoke Detection @ Refrigerators
@ Intruder Lighting @ Ventilation

Q)aﬂicJ g post gled#ics .Qicl

ELECTFHCAL CONTRACTORS

—_— —— e —

IJ'NIT 2, DREHM(D INDUST H,IAL ESTATE, LOWER UNION Rﬂﬁ[]'
KINGSBRIDGE, SOUTH DEVON TQ7 IEF

Telephone: KINGSBRIDGE 857222

Fmergencies eveningsiweekends
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Bed and Breakfast
Trisha Wilson,

2 Horswell Cottages
South Milton, Kingsbridge
Devon TQ7 3JU
Tel: 01 548 561 328

Luziile Tomlinean, B8 (Hona)  MSCH.

State Reqistered
Chiropodist

b

Visits undertaken in the South Hams avea
including Thurlestone

Have your feet trawted at home by a State Registered

Chiropodist
Or
Visit the modern, well equipped Surgery :»
7 Victoria Place, The Promenade, Kingsbridye.

% Frimtilly, axperioiend, profesmonal e md besnet
(e NHS podintrint)

& A coniphderisive rangs of troatisas availslle Gt all fbot
womedition s wall st pontma cure

For further details or to make an appointment,
please telephone (01548) R 52.0 ly 2

J & G Perrott F uneral Services |

Funerals can bé afrangad
In the comforl of your own

home ar at aur local office

Deciiise W Cire

Serving the community
for ovar 160 years

16 Duncombe Street, KINGSBRIDGE
For personal attention

contact David Bowldan

Telephone: 01546 862302

E J & G Perroit Funeral Services

Co-operative IFuneral Services

A pre-arranged funeral
at today's prices” guaranteed

Our plans do more than just cover the cost of

the funeral. They provide the opportunity Lo

arrange the funeral exactly as you want i1 with
the- Fuperal Divector of vour choice,

a [t's a0 casy and convenient
u Mo age or health cestrictions

w For your FRREE - no ehligation quotation
call ws FREE on Q800 7317821
ar sand for dotails fo-
Co-operative Funeral Bond,

FREEBOST 61 Exeler Strast) Plymeth PLY 18R

H'DjETM'd‘?-'EﬂESHI‘-Hr
n Pre-paid Funeral Plans

*eedilhitin aoply
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TARISE COUNCIL Mectings ke FRike en Mandovs See diotes on Diiry pape overioed” ) W.L 230 pem Pprish Hall Cormet  Judith Le Grice S62135
Crarmen Kt hargalt 50114 Sesand: Thursdiy monthly {eweptAugust)
Wjee s Chairman Petzs Huresll 562954
Purish Clark Corfy Tavgndes {[Eveniz} £53138 TEAMAKERS (ComputerClud)  INTESNET CAFE Samerdeys S0.00 am s 10O me
Pismer Conmeilior Shonnugh Hesiin 551183 From £* Janmury 2008 TUITION CLASSES Satorduys 10,00 gm - 100 po
Comyy Counciflar Sér Simnn Dy 17z - 4Ri212 {Bookshle] Wednesdays 200 pen = £.00 e
Memberg Wil Gidling 560448 Conmmets:  Eobin Mscdonnld 560436  MidheelHamer 383112 Chrts Whize £50408
David Grote 1603TE D Cotles 55070 Graham Dot 50007 June Murey 451398
Arrres fllsvmes Snlase
Geaffrey SHdaon SETEES HEALTH CENTRES Kiuzshridie 3551
Tres Wirdes Chisrlis Miichelmory ApDEND Sallcomibe ELITE4
PFARISH HALL Chirmin Rumi Parkin 41213 MILK DELIVERY A Brosimer & San 01803 - B32803
Baakims Pt Crowfond Sa0688
NEWSPAPER DELIVERY D e Sarvdrn Edinonds 038 - 853133
PARISH OF THURLESTOXE SOCTETY (P.OUT.S) Chaimienr  Chrls Whise S60E0
) VILLAGE SHOF  Thurlesmone Village Shap M T, TR F, 500 ar <530 pm SE1RIT
RECTOR Riew. Andrew CHrling Libtyi] a.__l.nnu&__ L0 am -0 pm
CHURCE MEETING ROOAM Offiee 551345 (Bank Helidovs apen for 8,00 g - .00 fin) Strrelay; 800 am - 1.00 pm
CHURCHWARDENS Grabam Wermll ($82018) | Lz Webb {Sen0am Sumday, ‘$30am - 1.00 pm
PLOUGHMANS LINCH { | Fritley) LUNCH CLUB (Cther Fridin) LNDER S (Wednesdeys) (BB, The .00 pm chosing tmes moy somenmes be eaended dunng school hobdays and & weekends)
SEARCHLICHT (Tueslays Tortnightty)  FILMS FOR ALL (Tuesims Formiphily} ROCK CLUB .95&3
Eﬁaﬁﬁlbﬁgﬂanﬂgv Contnet  Lis Wbk THURLESTDNE MOST OFFICE S1eT
Open: Moo, Toes, Thiss, Fri A0 am - 3.50pm Wod, Bit  $.00 3m - 100 pm
FRIENDS OF THURLESTONE CHURCE Contngt Kt Marshall 50014 Ponnl cellections ; £15gm Monday - Fridey, 10,30 am Ssmmdays 1100 am Suoday
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BEARTH

L C H E N

Simple * Wholesome * Goodness

GOURMET MEALS

We deliver, you simply pop them in the oven.
Contact us for the current seasonal menu.

BESPOKE CATERING

Parties, Canapes, Lunches & Dinners.
You create your own menti.

Local Ingredients
Free Range Meat
No Nasty Artificial Preservatives

01548 854550

www.redearthkitchen.co.uk
5C SOUTH HAMS BUSINESS PARK, KINGSBRIDGE, DEVONTQ7 3QH.
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k_\ Just minutes from the south-west coast path and the stunning cliff top |
scenery of Bigbury Bay, this popular village haunt has been owned by the
Grose family for over a century. Formerly run as a farmhouse B & B, the
early beginnings of the Hotel. This 16th Century free house now prides
itself on good service, well-kept local ales and superb selection of freshly

prepared food served daily.
Children and dogs are welcome. Good Food..

OPEN DAILY: 11.30am-3.00pm & Good, Beer..

6.00pm-11.00pm Friendly
SUNDAYS:  12.00-3.00pm & 7.00-10.30pm Atnw:;p}m



