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' Climate change - a long, hot Summer, followed
- by an even longer Brown Autumn.

- “I'm worried about bugs in my wheelie-bins”.

Tried washing them out with disinfectant?
. “It’s not that sort of bug”.

' Surveillance? Ah! That will be the Home Official |
Recycling Receptacle Investigation Division.
| Otherwise known as those HORRID men.

. Sorry! Not even disinfectant will shift them.
- They’re here for the duration. To make
~ absolutely sure you’re squeaky-clean.

All done on-line ( by wi-fi ) and you won’t know
a thing about it. Until the black van comes, that
is. Foliowed by the “For Sale” notice.

| How many bedrooms? Three?
| Well, that’s all right then.

. There’s no need for a Home Infbrmation Pack |
after all. !
|
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Held on Monday 2™ April 2007

Sir Simon Day (Devon County Councillor)
Shonaugh Rankin (District Councillor), Sgt
Jane Corkhill and PC Steve Mullen (Police),
Malcslm Elliott of the District Council’s
Planning Department and 22 parishioners
attended this meeting. Parish Council chairman,
Kis Mavshall, presented his Annuai Report as
foilows.

Chairman’s Report
“The Annual Parish Meeting signals the end
of anoiber {our year term of Thurlestone Parish
Councii. Mexi month will see local elections,
and ! would uipe pacishioners to support the
work put v by Councillors by casting their votes
on the 3" May. There will be some new faces
10 vote for, and we might even fiope for a lady
Councillor again. The role of the Parish Council
is slowly changing with central government
passing more and more responsibility down the
line. We need to be prepared for it.

The past vear has been as busy as ever for the
Councit with ten full sessions with an average
attendzace of 75%, an Annual Parish Meeting
and a number of subsidiary meetings. site
meetings, area forums, not to mention private
individual meetings. If parishioners have
misgivings or suggestions about the parish 1
would encourage them to discuss the issue with
a Councilior before, rather than after, decisions
have been made. It is important that Councillors
are made aware of all sides of a story.

This time last year I stated that we would be
compieting the iakeover of the green area in
istand View to convert it into a safe children’s
area and also that we would be initiating a Parish
Plan. Regieitably neither of these has been
fulfilled. T green area project was halted
because South Hams District Council cannot
trace the title deeds, but despite that we are now
going ahead and the new fencing should be in
place in time for the symmer holidays. We speat
some time studying the model Parish Plan but
feel that for a parish such as ours it was way
‘over the top” and inappropriate. Instead, we
are now proposing to send all households a
modified gquestionnaire based ot ong used
successfully by Modbury, which will give
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parishioners a chance to make known their views
on a wide range of topics. This will be used in
the future as a basic policy guide not only to the
Parish Council but public authorities as a whole.
In fact this consultation should not be steered

by the Council but by a group of independent
parishioners, so we will be looking for volunieers
to run the scheme. We will be organising a
public meeting over the next couple of months
to exchange ideas before the format of the
questionnaire is finalised.

During the year we have scen our new Parish
Hall prospering thanks to the hard work of the
Parish Hall chairman and committee. We have
seen first time sewerage in West Buckland and
just completed the relining of the mains water
supply. May we dare hope that this means an
end to brown water? On the down side we will
have a major problem with road drainage and I
hope the incoming Council will make progress
in solving this. We have instigated a system of
“Approved Contractors” which has streamlined
our ability to complete needed works quickly.
We are trying to have safety buoys put back off
our beaches - time will tell. On the police side,
our new Community Support Officer, Matt
Blackmore, will be holding monthly clinics in the
Parish Hall to enable parishioners to discuss any
policing problems on an informal basis. Details
will be published, so please make the most of
this. Our precept has increased by 5.7%, which
is higher than hoped, but of this 4% is to cover
50% of the cost of the elections, estimated at
£1600.

1 want to thank your Councillors for their hard
work and input into parish affairs. 1 would
remind parishioners that Thurlestone Parish
Councillors work on a purely voluntary basis
and don’t even charge for basic expenses such
as petrol, phone calls etc.

The danger of giving thanks is that someone

is always orritted. Last year it was Shonaugh
Rankin, our District Councillor and, rightly,

I subsequently had to eat much humble pie!
Shonaugh has been very supportive of our parish
and I know puts in a huge amount of time and
effort in being a District Councillor. She has,
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during her first term of office, become one of the
leading lights of SHDC and uses her influence
widely and wisely. Thank you, Shonaugh, and

I am sure we will see you back here after the
elections.

Village Voice has again given its full support
not just to the Council but to the parish as a
whole, and the editor and team deserve much
appreciation from all parishioners and indeed
holiday visiters.

And finally, where would we be without Cathy,
our Clerk? Cathy has a most brilliant flair for
turning our obtuse meanderings into coherent
minutes, she has boundless knowledge of the
obscure rules and regulations that govern public
office, and she is ever willing to offer us sound
advice. Thank you, Cathy, for all that you do for

3%

us.

Police Work
Sgt Jane Corkhill and PC Steve Mullen
outlined their police roles, which deal mainly
with ‘quality of iife’ issues in the community
such as parking problems and anti-social
behaviour and, in doing 50, working alongside
other agencizcs such as Devon County Council
Highways and Devon Youth Service. Matt
Blackmore tries to comne to the village two or
three times a week to monitor issues with parking
and will shortly complete training which will
enable him to issue parking tickets! He is also
seeking to establish Neighbourhood Watch
schemes in areas wherz it does not ¢xist, or
where it has lapsed. They now have a new e-
mail address [See Citizen’s report for 14" May]

PC Steve Mullen then reported that in the year
from 31 March 2006, of the 1093 crimes
reported in Kingsbridge area, 20 of them related
to Thurlestone parish - compared to 29 reported
in the previous year. The constant closure of
Kingsbridge police station was raised and this
was due 10 sick leave and part-time working by
desk staff but it was emphasised that the station
is manned 24 hours a day, even if the front office
is not, and that it the public knock on the door
someone should be available to assist them!

County Council
Our Devon County {ouncillor, Sir Simon Day,
was very complimentary about Jhe new Parish
Hall which he felt was the best n the area. Asa
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Conservative, he no longer has a major role at
County Hall which is Lib/Dem territory, but
keeps in touch with his parishes. Regarding
Exeter’s bid for unitary authority status, he
regards it as a huge mistake and in response

to a question as to what the effect would be

on Council Tax he said he guessed we would
be worse off. As he is on the Police Authority
Board he took up Thurlestone’s complaint about
the frequent closed doors at Kingsbridge police
station and suggested to Inspector Williams
that temporary staff should be brought in. He
is also part of the Regional Assembly, which
has strategic planning powers, being the
Conservative leader on this.

District Council
Malcolm Elliott had the unenviable task of
representing the South Hams District Council
to talk about a subject which can cause many
parishioners to get quite ‘hot under the collar” -
Planning! He told us of the recent restructuring
of his department which is aimed at providing
a more efficient service with better feedback.
2000 applications were processed during 2006/7
- 39 from Thurlestone - and 95% of decisions
made were in agreement with Parish and District
Council recommendations. He explained how
the process works, and they are very well aware
that sometimes feelings can run very high on
this topic. Inevitably the current proposals
concerning new developments on the Mead came
up and when questioned on whether there should
be a mix of houses and bungalows he replied that
there is no planning condition stating what the
properties should be. Where certain areas on
the local plan have specific policies attached,
he was asked if the District Council is bound to
abide by them and he replied that the Council
is allowed to use its own judgment. Concerning
the recent refusal for a barn conversion on a site
which had similar propertics, he said that where
the numbers of changes to a structure were too
great, as in this case, permission is withheld.

The meeting had started at 7.30 pm and finished
at 8.35 pm, with a lot of points put and questions
answered, so it was hardly surprising that by the
time the last item on the agenda came - Open
Forum - everyone appeared to have run out of
steam and no one had any questions left to ask.

It was a good meeting - see you there next year!
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Baby Sam
Blue balioons were hoisted at “Hilltop” on the

8 May, the signal that a grandson had arrived
for Patrick and Jane Stanley. Their daughter
Clare and Richard (Bantham residents) are the
proud parents of Sam, a welcome brother for
Molly and Nancy. Congratulations to all
concermed from Village Voice!

A Memorial for Vic
Tucked into the side of, and looking down,
Chapel Hill at Buckland, a stone-faced plinth
has been built to house a bench-seat in memory
of the late Vic Adams, a much-loved member
of our community who sadly died last year.
Donated by his family and friends, the seat is

in a sheltered and sunny spot and will doubtless

be often used by grateful walkers and visitors.

Art Exhibition

Dick Bruff of Glebefield has been invited by
Harbour House in Kingsbridge to hold a major
retrospective exhibition of his paintings there.
The show runs from 4™ to 9" September next.
Dick has painted for 40 of the 47 years he has
lived at Thurlestone and is well-known for his
watercolour and acrylic paintings of local scenes.
He is appealing to any local residents who have
purchased any of his works over the years to
allow him to borrow their pictures for inclusion
in the exhibition.

If you can help with the loan of one or more of
Dick’s pictures, please contact Emma Johns at
Harbour House (01548-854708). Dick has also
invited some of his long-time friends and fellow-
painters - Michael Hiil, Val Morsman, Jean
May Parsons and Loraine Saveall - to share the
gallery with him. Full details of the exhibition in
our August issue.

Kathy’s Marathon

It took Kathy Norris of Buckland just 4 hours
and 25 minutes to complete the 26-mile London
Marathon on the 22™ April. Husband Duncan
and daughter Holly were supportive at various
points along the route on a beautiful day, and
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News Round-Up

Kathy raised well over £2000 for the Devon and
Comwall division of The Lady Taverners (part of
The Lords Taverners) charity, the aim of which

is to “Give young people, particularly those with
special needs, a sporting chance”. Kathy would
like to thank her many friends in the area, and
local businesses, for sponsoring her Marathon
run so generously. Well done, Kathy!

Bantham Rescue

A party of kayakers from a Totnes club recently
paddled from Aveton Gifford towards the mouth
of the River Avon, foliowing a normally benign
route, with the intention of having a break at
Bantham beach. They had advised Bantham
lifeguards of their planned journey, but
unfortunately the kayaks were caught out by a
combination of the outgoing tide’s abnormally
strong currents and a lot of recent rain, and they
were dragged out towards the river mouth and
capsized. Around twenty were in the water and
had to be rescued but, happily, all have since
recovered.

Fortunately for the canoeists the event was well-
timed as had it been 45 minutes later there would
have been no lifeguards on duty. Bantham
lifeguard Joe Kelly supervised and co-ordinated
communications throughout the rescue. RNLI
lifeguard Peter Dawes siressed the need to take
heed of the dangers when entering the water, and
advised “People should be aware of their
limitations and parties should abways cater for
the least experienced participants”.

Plants Galore

The annual fund-raising plant sale held by the
Thurlestone & South Milton Horticultural Show
was well stocked and well attended, and assured
the organisers that the 2007 Show (to be held at
South Milton on Saturday 4™ August) would be
in good financial heart. A copy of the schedule
accompanies this issue of Village Voice as a
separate yellow enclosure. The Show is looking
for a record level of entries this year, so come on,
all you gardeners - pull your green fingers out!
Get going - get growing!

June / Julv 2007



—_— e

‘ /
Situated in
the heart of the l a,

village, just minutes

from the South West Coast path

and the stunning scenery of Bighury

Bay. A 16" Century Inn owned by the Inn
Grose family, since 1896. We pride ourselves

on offering good service, well kept real ales, an extensive
wine (ist and a superb selection of freshly prepared meals.

B @
5 i-- :
T

VYou are invited to join our new hosts,
Vicky Wardle and Chef Rene Muller

Non-smoking Weekly Fvents Oﬁj;ﬂfgi@
environment jMﬂHr.iEly - Thursday 6pm-7pm

) 11.30am - 3.00

?Caifﬁ:?i:;;;;ﬁé Happy Hour on Beer & Wine | 6.00pm - 11.00_};11”11
from 11.30am Friday - Live entertainment Saturday

Children welcome Sunday - Roast Lunch 11.30am - 1lpm
Dog friendly Sundays

12pm - 10.30pm

Thurlestone 01548 563 525
www.thurlestone.co.uk



Bed and Breakrast

Trisha Wilson,

2 Horswell Cottages
South Milton, Kingsbridge
Devon TQ7 3JU
Tel: 01 548 561 328

Luciils Tomlinson, BSc (Homa] , MSCh,

State Registered
Chiropodist

Visits undertaken in the South Hams area
including Thurlestone

Have your feet treated at home by a State Registered

Chiropodist
Or
Visit the modern, well equipped Surgery :»
7 Victoria Place, The Promenade, Kingsbridge.

% Fnendly, experiencad, professional care and treatsmarnt.
(ex NHS podigtrist)

¢ A comprehensive range of treatments available for al] foot
conditions an well as routine care

For further details or to make an appointment,
please telephone (01548)R% 52 5 L 2.

J o G Perroit Fluneral Services

Funerals can be arranged
F ‘v in the comfort of your own
home or at our local office

becanse We care

Serving the community
for over 150 years

156 Duncombe Street, KINGSBRIDGE

For personal attention
contact David Boulden

Telephone: 01548 852302

S G5 Pt aiiemtd Xervine

(Ca-operaiive funeral Sorvicey

A pre-arranged funeral
at today's prices™ guaranteed

Our plans de more than just cover the cost of
the funeral, They provide the opportunity L
arrange the funeral exacily as you want it with
1he Funeral Director of your choice
& It's so easy and convendeni
# No age or heslth resiricilons
# For your FREE - no oblipation quotation

call uw» FREE on 0800 7317822
or send for detals fo-
Co-operative Funeral Bond,

FREEPOST 61 Exeter Street, Plymouth PL1 1BR

NO STAMP NECESSARY
In Fre-paid Faneral Plans




Parish Council Meeting
Meeting held on 14™ May 2007

News and views by Citizen

present. (Gosh, could this be down to a

wish to view the new intake to the Parish
Council?) Fresh from the elections on 3™ May,
six of the seven newly-installed Councillors were
present and eager to get on with things parochial.
Kit Marshall was re-elected Chairman, a
unanimous choice. The Vice-Chairman will be
Andrew (Jack) Rhymes, who will also double
as All Saints School representative. Peter
Hurrell will be Parish Hall representative,
Charles Mitchelmore continues as Tree Warden
& Police Liaison representative. Kit Marshall
will also represent the Friends of Thurlestone
Church. David Hugo was welcomed to the
Council as one of the two “new boys”. Dale
Came, the second new recruit, couldn’t come as
he was away on holiday and sent his apologies.

There were seven members of the public

[A full list of Parish Councillors, with their
telephone numbers appears in the Directory
at the back of this magazine].

District Councillor Shonaugh Rankin came
for part of the meeting, gave us a brief report on
District Council activities, and expressed thanks
to those in the parish who had given her their
vote. Unfortunately after Shonaugh’s departure
(she had to go on to another parish meeting),
concern was voiced about the disturbing delay
in publishing lists of successful Parish Council
candidates. Despite promises that both Parish
and District Council election results would be
available the day following the election, the
Parish Council results did not appear on the
District Council’s website until a number of
days later - unlike the District Council results
which appeared very promptly, as promised,

on the Friday! Our Parish Council is to write

a strongly-worded letter of complaint to the
District Council’s electoral office about this
inexcusable lapse, with a copy of the letter to
Shonaugh.

POLICE

Matthew Blackmore, the Police Community
Support Officer, who will now be in the Yeo
Room for consultation from 5.30pm prior to each
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Parish Council meeting, gave us the encouraging
news that no crimes had been reported in the
parish during April. He was asked if he could
have a word with the (several) building
contractors whose poorly-parked heavy lorries
and other vehicles often seem to be the cause

of early morning traffic jams developing in
Thurlestone. He said he would keep an eye

on the situation and try to help. There is a new
police e-mail address -

Kingsbrid DevonandCornwall.pmn.police.uk
Later, after Matthew had left, Councillor
Charles Mitchelmore told us about two men
“of Mediterranean appearance” (one driving a
Nissan, the other a Mazda) who were trying to
sell ‘gold’ chains around the area and who could
become somewhat abusive if business wasn’t
good. We were urged to dial 999 if approached
by them.

SWIMMING SAFETY

Our Parish Council had earlier appealed to
the Harbour Board for local swimming buoys,
stressing that these were needed on safety
grounds, particularly as swimming is a tourist
attraction. But it seems the beach is under the
control of the Golf Club, and not the District
Council, so the chairman, Kit Marshall, said
he will now have a word with the Club.

PARISH HALL

Councillor Peter Hurrell gave a report, the main
part of which concemed the plans to alter faulty
kitchen work-tops and instal a more capacious
dishwasher. Councillor Charles Mitchelmore
queried this expenditure but it turns out that the
builders would contribute to the cost of work-
tops, and the dishwasher was not now adequate
for the considerably bigger-than-anticipated
functions which were proving popular at the hall
and a good source of income.

ROAD MAINTENANCE

Poor road drainage and pot-holes around the
parish, which had already been reported to
Devon County Council, were matters unresolved
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and reminders will be issued. There were further
problems in Buckland - the concrete post and

raii fencing at Chapel Cross was rotting and

had become dangerous; rain was pouring down
Chapel Hill, by-passing the buddle-hole, and
where water goes under the road near Woodlands
the retaining wall is being undermined. In
Thurlestone, the slabs on the path near the War
Memorial had not yet been given attention. It
was agreed that problems with tree roots would
be best dealt with by grinding rather than digging
out. Severe pot-holes in Post Office Lane - a
public footpath - were dangerous to pedestrians,
and a letter asking for remedial work to be done
would be forwarded to the Official Receiver, the
company (Eagle Developments) responsible for
maintenance being in receivership.

SCHOOL

Councillor Jack Rhymes said that the school
now has 127 children, and two more teaching
assistants had been engaged. It is hoped in due
course the school may be able to gain recognition
for excellence in IT skills. A number of pupils
attend a maths master class. PC Bond now
visits the school regularly to talk to the children
about personal safety and the dangers of drugs.

THURLESTONE BUS SHELTER

This is very often full of rubbish, except for the
occasional clearance by a public-minded member
of the community, and notices get torn down

before they have been read. The worst of the
mess seems to be deposited on Friday nights.
The Pump suffers in the same way. The Parish
Council will ask the District Council if the street
sweeper could include these two points in his
itinerary. This problem would also be drawn to
the attention of the Police Community Support
Officer.

TREES
Tree Warden Councillor Charles Mitchelmore
had inspected the trees at “Southview”, and sent
a report on them to the District Council, who had
replied that

“..the trees are not considered

suitable for conservation”.

Only one tree at “Heathfield”” has been made the
subject of a Tree Preservation Order.

ISLAND VIEW GREEN

Fencing would shortly be placed around the
proposed children’s garden site, after which
flower beds would be installed.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Please note that the date has been changed. It
will now be on MONDAY 4™ JUNE, and not
11™ June as previously listed. If you intend to be
present, please make sure you have a note of this
amendment........ you have been warned!

Citizen

Organised by Thurlestone Bridge Club in aid of the Parish Hall

| Sunday 29" July
The Downs, Thurlestone

LY
Ly

=

by kind invitation of Mr & Mrs David Cooke

Come and enjoy the pleasures of this lovely garden - one of Thurlestone's
‘hidden treasures’ - Tombola, raffle and lots of funl

£5.00 at the gate, which opens at 12.30 pm

bosermum e ot e e v s e e - -
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SABRE FINANCIAL PLANNING LTD '

i

Independent financial advice for you, *
your business and your family

financial
planning

Call 01548 856444 for all your financial needs
3 South Place, The Promenade, Kingsbridge TQ7 1JE

Authorised And Regulated By The Financial Services Authority
- IN D EF_'_EN D_ENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

PLASTERING &
GENERAL BUILDING

FOR FREE ESTIMATES
Telephone Ron or Jon
01548 560703 / 560778

- Floor Screeding - Stonework - Patios - Extensions -
Exterior & Interior Finishes

3 The Watch, Bantham, near Kingsbridge, South Devon TQ7 3Aj




Carers Direct (SW) Ltd

Do you, or anyone you know,
need some extra help?

We provide homecare in the South Hams
area and we can visit for any length of time
from 1 hour to 24 hours, live-in care, night

time sleepers, sitters and wakers. Our car-

ers are friendly, reliable and experienced
and can help with shopping, personal care,
companionship, outings and appointments
and light housework.

Call the office for a chat on 01548
810195 and speak to Sally, Gill or Clare

www.carersdirect.org.uk

Accredited by Devon County Council and
registered with the Commission for Social
Care Inspection

Registered Office: Ferndale, Kingstan,
Kingsbridge TQ7 4PU

=,

Alterations to Fine Clothes|

Waist & length adjustment
Zip replacement &

small sewing jobs.

Linda Oggelsby
126 Fore Street
Kingsbridge

TQ7 1AW —{r'
- —

f'ﬁaé*@

Four Seasons
@Gardening

General Garden Maintenance
Lawn Mowing, Hedge trimming

Power Washing etc
Richard Jackson

Tel: 01548 562039
Mohile: 07976 886946

rmjackso nO04@hotmail.com

Mfztal Fig ]:c:rrgf:
Master Bla cksmiths

E‘)c:-_‘-[::-:::-:d,c I;"_!am:: Fr:'rg::! |r-:'nr| W-:j:-'i:

(yates ,Railings, Garc}cn l:umiturc;
Eculptum, Interdor [ xterior Lig]'ltiﬂg

WWW, HH '1“
el -ﬁ%d'

Al aspects of residential & Fub‘ic

COMMISSIOnS unc]crtalccn.

Fora free Quc’cc
Call Joff Hopper

07968599704 or Ol 548562247




NEWS

By Chairman Ron Parkin

The Circus Bezercus came to town on Saturday 21* April, with a workshop in the afternoon
and a show in the evening. Both were well attended and provided a feast of entertainment.

Sadly, the “special event” scheduled for Sunday 3™ June, a “Words and Music” evening with
local singers Cindy and Robert Glyn, and international lecturer and artiste Karin Fernald, has
had to be postponed due to the illness of Robert Gloyn. We wish him a complete recovery
and hope to re-arrange this cvent for a later date. Watch this space.

Two splendid musical events will take place at the hall in June - see below. Demand for
tickets is sure to be high for both occasions, so make sure you don’t miss out.

Friends of Thuriestone School Present

- MIDSUMMER MADNESS

An evening of musical fun with

ALISTAIR DURDEN
&
. ALUN WILLIAMS

(Thurlestone’s own Flanders & Swann)

§ Thurlestone Parish Hall
Sunday 17™ June

7.00 pm to 9.00 pm

(Bar from 6.00 pm)

Tickets £6.00
from the School or Post Office

In aid of Thurlestone Parish Hall

A PIANO RECITAL BY

ALEXANDER WINTER

Graduate of Trinity College of Music

Beethoven, Schubert
Mozart, Brahms, Rachmaninov

Friday 29" June at 7.30 pm
Tickets £7.00

from
Shirley Barnes (562112)
Thurlestone PO (561917)
Word Wise, Kingsbridge (856571)

There will be two new permanent attractions appearing at the Parish Hall in the near future.
The splendid wall hanging of embroidered views of the Parish prepared by the Womens
Institute team will decorate the foyer, while the electronic Information Board sponsored by
the Parish of Thurlestone Society with a grant from Awards for All will shortly be in place

next to the current notice board at the entrance. These two new features will demonstrate that

both new and traditional skills are alive and well in Thurlestone, and that many of its
residents are prepared to give generously of their time and expertise for the general good.

They deserve our warmest appreciation and thanks.

VILLAGE YOICE The c« ity magazi

Buckland, and Thurlestone

Ron Parkin
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Fighting Your Corner
with the Planning Authorities

A recent planning application in Thurlestone was rejected by the local Planning Authority, but
appealed by the applicant. The appeal was considered by a Regional Inspector, who visited the site
and then detailed his reasons for upholding the local Planning Authority decision, and turning
down the appeal. His key findings are set out below, as follows.

® The site is within the South Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), an
area of fine coastal scenery, which should be afforded the highest level of protection
in relation to landscape and natural beauty. | saw on my visit that the site lies at the
very edge of an area of estate housing, which gives way on to a most attractive open
landscape in the vicinity of the south Devon coast. Existing development on this part
of the estate comprises mainly bungalows of modest size and scale. To my mind,
this serves to ease the transition between the built-up area of Thurlestone and the
adjacent open countryside, thereby preserving a “soft edge” at the periphery of the
settiement.

*® | am therefore concerned about the size, scale and bulk of the proposed dwelling in
what | consider to be a particularly sensitive part of the estate. In particular, | note
that a substantial and imposing two-storey dwelling is proposed. In my opinion, a
dwelling of this size and scale would fail to preserve a suitably soft edge to the
settlement, thereby eroding its setting in the wider landscape, to the detriment of
the AONB. The proposal is therefore contrary to Policy CO3 of the adopted Devon
Structure Plan 2001 to 2016 (SP), which seeks to conserve and enhance the natural
beauty of the AONB.

° Furthermore, | am concerned that the proposed dwelling by reason of its size,
scale, height and bulk would appear incongruous and rather overbearing in relation
to the generally modest size and scale of existing development. | therefore find the
proposal to be contrary to Policy CO6 of the SP and Policies SHDC1 and SHDC15
of the adopted South Hams Local Plan 1989 to 2001, which seek, amongst other
things, to promote high standards of design and layout to ensure that the
development is compatible with the character of the site and its surroundings.
| also consider the proposal to be in conflict with the national advice in Planning
Policy Statement 1 Delivering Sustainable Development, which makes it clear that
design which is inappropriate in its context should not be accepted.

@ In reaching this view, | acknowledge that there are some two-storey dwellings
situated on or close to the edge of the built-up area. However, it does not seem to
me that any of these other dwellings occupy such a prominent and exposed part of
the site in the context of the wider landscape. In light of the above and having regard
to all other matters raised, | find that the proposed development would harm the form
and setting of Thurlestone, particularly in the light of its location in an AONB. This
leads me to conclude that the appeal should be dismissed.

This judgement deserves to be more widely known throughout the parish, not simply for the
specifics that apply in this case, but for the wider context it has taken into consideration. It should
be assimilated and understood by anyone contemplating any form of building development within
the parish. It also provides useful ammunition for any resident who feels unhappy about any
proposed development in his or her immediate area, and wishes to object to the local planning
authority. The catcall of “NIMBY” is inappropriate here - the preservation of a treasured
environment is an honourable and worthwhile cause.
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MULTI METHOD PROFESSIONAL
CLEANINGG AND GUARANTEED
GUARDSMAN PROTECTION OF
CARPETS RUGS UPHOLSTERY

CURTAINS AND LEATHER
Safeclean
. The furnishing care specialists from
GUARDSMAN
. Oriental and antique rug cleaning and
repair
. Spot, stain and odour remaoval

» Carpet patching

. Leather cleaning specinlists

= Recommended by leading local furnishing
manufacturers and retailers

L Al work fully insured and guaranteed

. Free estimates and advice given

" Esiablished since 1969

FREEPHONE

0803 1 449072
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

TAKE A BREAK

4

from IRONING !!

Lisa Wootton

IRONING SERVICE

Lisa will collzct and Deliver
your ironing

Reasonable Rates

Tel: 01548 856567

or: 07753 422 202

If you are required to submit one to the Inland Revenue,

MALCOLM FRANKE BSc., FCA

invites you to discuss the benefits to you of using his

ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION SERVICES

The benefits include
- Competitive, fixed fee quotes.

small businesses.

-  Free initial consultation.

. Personal service from a qualified chartered accountant.
- Qver 20 years experience of dealing with individual taxpayers and

-  Home visits as required, at your convenience.
- Integrity and confidentiality guaranteed.

If vou want yvour affairs dealt with to your benefit, at your convenience,
by a local professional person you can trust, simply give me a call on

01548-562320

Malcolm Franke — Chartered Accountant
Campania, Links Road, South Milton, Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 3/R.
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HOUSE REWIRING?
EXTRA SOCKET

DIVPLEX

We are registered '
. installers of all Dimplex heating apphances

. |nstallation of....

® Electric Showers ® Cookers
@® Smoke Detection @ Refrigerators
® Ventilation

@ Intruder Lighting

Q)aaic[ g rost élecbics .gicl

ELECTRICAL CDNTHACTORS

UNIT 2, ORCHARD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE LOWER UNION ROAD
KINGSBRIDGE, SOUTH DEVON TQ7 1EF

Telephone: KINGSBRIDGE 857222

Emergencies evenings/weekends
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zg!a Revd. Andrew Girling 562219
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j ﬁ‘i ﬂ Andrew Girling writes:

QOUR CHILDREN

Chiidren are the future. We ail know that. But like many grandparents I worry about what
our modern society is doing to them. Too much pressure, too many exams, too much time
in front of machines rather than with people. We could all make our own lists.

Last year the Archbishop of Canterbury made his plea for the banning of advertisements
aimed at the under twelves on T.V. and elsewhere. The Swedish government has already
done this. We are told that it has been widely welcomed by parents. However in the U.K.
the response of business corporations was predictable. ‘It is an unjustifiable infringement
on our freedom to market and sell our products’. The difficulty with this argument is that
such freedom comes at the price of the loss of freedom of young lives whose desires are
misshaped by the very powerful medium of modern advertising. A medium which children
just do not have the rational faculties to resist easily.

Earlier this year U.N.I.C.E.F published a report on the state of children in developed
countries.* Some of their findings should give more than a pause for thought. They found
very worrying evidence that the welfare of children is declining in this country and in the
United States: countries which, it was suggested, are most prone to put the interests of
commercial corporations ahead of children and parents. Children’s personal development
is sacrificed on the altar of commercial profit.

The report also suggests that parents are at fault. In this wealth-and-work obsessed
country too many of them are colluding with the loss of traditional pleasures of childhood.
What's happening to family meals, walks and picnics, games of tag or rounders, making
music together and, dare I mention it, attending family worship? Are they simply being
repiaced by electronic entertainment watched and listened to in lonely isolation in
individual bedrooms?

‘Another grumpy old man before his time’, I hear you cry, ‘just looking back to the good
old days, which weren’t as good as we remember’. Possibly, but it truly concerns me
when, in our over commercialised society, there seems to be less and less space for
children just to be children and so be formed in the kind of desires and practices which will
enable them as adults to be emotionally and rationally mature and responsible.

Grumpy Old Andrew

*Child poverty in perspective: an Overview of Child Wellbeing in Rich Countries.
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SATURDAY
JuLy 21ST 2 P.M.

TOYES ORCHARD 7
Various Stalls & Sideshows
Grand Raffle ~ Cream Teas

Entrance £1 (Children under 14 free)
| Proceeds in aid of Church & Churchyard Maintenance




AUl  Saints’' Diavy

o) Churchwardens: Liz Webb 560090 & Peter Williams 853787
1 _ Everyone is welcome at all services,
i which are at Thurlestone, unless indicated otherwise

eepiTh B
o (2 Church Services

Sundays

Every Sunday 8.00am Holy Communion (1%, 3,5® BCP, 2",4™ CW)
June 3rd, July 1st 11.10am Morning Worship for All Ages

June 10th 11.10am Matins (BCP)

July 8th 11am (?) Benefice Sea Sunday Service at Churchstow
June 17th, July 15th 11.10am Family Communion (CW)

June 24th, July 22nd & 29th  11.10am Parish Eucharist (CW)

7 hursdays

May 31st, July 5th, August 2nd 10.00am Holy Communion (BCP) at Bantham
BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship
See Church Notice Boards for variations & more information

e cwma— - L SR R s

You wou!d be welcome to join us for SAetivities in the Chut'ch YNeeting ,?oom

EMoNs. & WEDS. 10.30am Coffee-Time in aid of monthly charity
FRIDAY June 1, July 6 12.30pm Soup & Ploughman’s Lunch
OTHER FRIDAYS 12.30pm Lunch Club for those living alone - Book on 560090
TUESDAYS 3.30pm Searchlight (primary age) Contact: Liz Webb 560090
THURSDAYS 9 30am Under 55 Contact 560375/562417

Pt T T

Photographlc Exhtbl’aon

We need YOU to come to help choose the winning photos of the Parish for a
2008 Calendar. The Exhibition will be open during the following events:

FRIDAY JUNE 1ST SATURDAY JUNE 2ND
12 noon -2 p.m. 3p.m.-5pm.
Homemade Soup & Ploughman’s Lunch_~ Cream Teas
Minimum donation £3 ' D\ Scones, jam & cream,
tea/coffee £3

SUNDAY JUNE 3RD

MONDAY JUNE 4TH

12.30 p.m.
Parish Lunch £7.50 10.30 a.m. - 12 noon
Piease sign the list at the back of church if you would Coffee, Tea and biscuits
like to come and/or could make a pudding Minimum donation £1

in aid of Church & Churchyard Maintenance
We should be pleased to see you at any of these events, which include entry & voting

However you can still come and pick your favourite photos even if you don't want to eat!
More information from Liz Webb (560090)

e S e e e e A e : e

Donations to Hearing Dogs & Meeting Room Running Costs ~ More information 560078

Lifts available to Coffee-Time, Ploughman s, Lunch Club & Films for All

——c
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Please use CHURCH CAR PARK when attending church or meeting room



KINGSBRIDGE

STATIONERS
95 Fore Street
Kingsbridge Tel: 856778
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v BOX FILES, PAPER
___.  ENVELOPES,PENS
[m=—=  INDEX CARDS
Vi J,-"':' FILE REFILL PADS
i etc etc efc
PERSONALISED
STATIONERY
RUBBER STAMPS
Don’t forget our photocopying —
and FAX Service !!
Call in and see us today

BAGS OF CHOICE

Leather Handbags
Fashion Bags

Luggage
Purses, Wallets

Tula Radley
Gianna Conti

| Fiorelli

| Kipling

| Antler

30 Fore Street
] Kingsbridge TQ7 iNY
I Tel: 01548 852266
E mail: shop@bagsofchoice.net

| THE COMPLETE LOCAL BUILDING SERVICE |

# FExtensions # Renovations # Conversions # Alterations

DECKING
PATIOS
UPVC WINDOWS

ROOFING

DECORATIONS GARAGES
DOORS & FASCIAS

Why not let us give you an estimate?

10 SEAVIEW ROAD, THURLESTONE TQ73TH

THL; 01548 560521

MOB: 07703322519
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ROSE PATERSON
SOPT FURNISTINGS

Quality Handsewn Curtains
Poles and Tracks

BRIDGE CLASSES Loose Covers
Blinds

Beginners' and Improvers’

in Thurlestone

Free Quotes

Also Supervised Play AC lete Servi
omplete 1ce

These daytime classes covering

play techniques and Acol bidding .
are offered by experienced Tel: 01548 856324

teacher Jenny Underhiil

Details: 01548 560 368 %cﬁ

gl

Garden Solutions

Professional Garden Services
Tel: Ruth Middleton on 01548 521681 or Mob 07746989976

High quality garden maintenance Border design & planting
Specialist Pruning Hedge trimming  Grass Cutting & Lawn care
Tub & Basket design/planting




HARRY HUGGINS
AND THE LATIN LOVERS

Among my inheritance I found a littie book
called “4 Moth-hunter’s Gossip” by PBM
Allan. He had written a note inside “To HC
Huggins from his friend the author”. It is one
of my favourite bedside books; others are Gilbert
White’s “Natural History of Selberne” and
Lawrence Durrell’s “Prospero’s Cell”, which
he called a guide to the manners and landscape
of Corfu. All have the same advantage - you
can read snippets in the few moments before
you doze off.

Allan’s book really is gossip. He mentions the
great Duke of Wellington as having said that
the first, second and third essentials for an army
were boots. What that had to do with moths

I have not found out.

At night you can attract moths with a light. He
has a page or two about the Rector of Burghfield
who, writing in 1834, said he used a lamp on
moonless summer nights to lure them into his
house. Allan pictures the good Rector in his full-
skirted coat with pockets big enough to hold the
paraphernalia for a day’s ‘entomologising’, a
waistcoat that came half way down his thighs,
Paley’s “Evidence of Christianity” in one hand,
his moth-catching net in the other, his eyes half
on the book and half on the open window!

A constant theme throughout the book is Allan’s
fonging to see what he calls fraxini. 1 don’t think
he ever did. This is Catocala fraxini, a big grey

Catocala fraxini

moth some four inches across its open wings.
The forewings are pale grey with darker zig-zags.
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The hind ones are dark grey and each has a broad
blue band across it. A European species, it is
very rare in Britain, but not so rare that the odd
one does not turn up. Its English name is Clifden
Nonpareil, named after one taken many years
ago near the mansion where John Profumo and
Christine Keeler did their thing (though you will
notice that the spelling is now slightly different).
Allan writes about his dying moments: he says he
will ask the nurse to open the window and place
the lamp on the window sill, in the hope that a
Clifden Nonpareil will fly in. If one does, the
sight of it will make him leap from his death-bed!

The problem with Allan’s book is that for the
most part he uses Latin names which makes it
hard going if you don’t know them - and I don’t.
At the time when he wrote, in the 1930s,
entomologists used nothing else. Many things
had no vernacular names and everyone knew
the scientific ones. It matters. Scientific names
don’t change.....well, not much. 1believe they
have decided now that what we always called
“Brontosaurus” is to be known as “Apatosaurus”
because that is an earlier name and the earliest
name is the one which counts.

But take, for example, Vanellus vanellus, the
plover which looks black-and-white and has a
long crest. June calls it “Peewit” from its call.

1 have always said “Lapwing” from its floppy
flight. The old books called it Green Plover -
when you see it in bright sunshine its upper parts
are iridescent green. That is a simple one. In
“Birds Britannica” Mark Cocker says that what
is now usually called a Dunnock, a little brown
bird you see in your garden, has around fifty
vernacular names. H G Hurrell, who was the
grand old man of Devon wildlife - he was a
prime mover in what is now the Devon Wildlife
Trust, the Woodland Trust, the Devon Bird
Society and doubtless many more - had a little
barn at Wrangaton, near where he lived. There
he used to entertain school children and others.
He had written up a list of all the names people
had told him for Armadillidium vulgare. 1have
always called that a peabug. The more upmarket
name is woodlouse. It isn’t a bug and it certainly
isn’t a louse. It is a crustacean, like crabs and
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lobsters, the only sort which is not aquatic,
H (3’5 list came to well over one hundred names.

When my father had Lis entfomological friends
to see his butterflies and moths, you wondered
what they were talking about - it sounded so
much gibberish. When my mother wanted to
give them a cup of tea, she just interrupted. She
knew that to wait for a break in the conversation
was usciess. Oddly, | don’t recall that anyone
ever came to see his slugs and snaiis - though
after his death when the young men from the
Natural History Museum came to take his
collections away they were far more enthusiastic
about those than they were about the insects.

I don’t know whether there are still any of the
old-style coilectors. Sentimeni has gone against
that sort of thing. 1 think there is now far more
use of English naries, there certainly is with
dragonflies. When [ was a child none had an
Fnglish name but now they are all hawkers and
chasers and ihiigs.

Faced with the welter of vernacular names
they invented scieniific ones which would

be universal. Carl Linng, a Swedish botanist,
dreamed up the system which has stuck. Good
going for one who wrote in

the middle of the 18" century.
Every creature, bird, plant,
animal or insect has two names
- 2 generic. or family, one -
like a surname - and a specific
one, similar to a Chyistian
name. For example, the
gencric name of most gulls is
Larus. The specific name of
those nasty thing which vowl
round our chimney pots 1s
argentatus, 5o a lerring Guil
is Larus argentatus. The old
entomologists mostly used just
the specific name and ignored
the first one - or only put the initial letter - which
is why Allan wrote about fraxisni.

We call these things Latin names. They are not
really 1 atin - well, many are not - some came
from Greek and others were just made up. Bui
when Linne (who latinised his name to Linnaeus)
wrote, every educated person read and wrote in
Latin for scientific purposes. So any book could
be understood by any educated person in Europe.
Writing to Thomas Pennant in 1770, Gilbert
White comments on a book by an Italian

VILLAGE Y(OIC
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gentlemen “... his Latin is easy, elegant and
expressive”. [ always wonder whai they taught
them &t school and university in those days
(White was at Oriel College, Oxford) - Latin
and Greek I suppose. At least you didn’t go for
a degree in media studies or surf-boarding then.

Linnaeus didn’t think of his system entirely out
of the blue. John Ray, of Black Notley in Essex
started it. He died in 1705. He named things
with just one word, or sometimes a litile phrase.
Gilbert White quotes many of these names in the
“Natural History of Selborne”. Come to that,
Charles Darwin didn’t think of evolution out of
the blue. His grandfather Erasmus Darwin was
into it. Charles developed it; he had the ability
to marshal a vast amount of information and

the time to do so. It is a great thing if you don’t
have to earn your own living, and he didn’t.

But despite the modem tendency to lean away
from scientific names, there is one community
in which Latin names reign supreme - the
gardeners! | know we have holly, ivy and Sweet
Williams but they are out-numbered. Think of
acer, verbena, anemone, salvia, potentilla!

When they were giving things names sometimes
they quoted something or
someone they wanted to
commemorate. For example,

the Shag. In the breeding season
it has a little curiy topknot and
nests on our cliffs. That is called
Phalacrocoras aristotelis, after
the Greek philosopher. Linnaeus
himself did that one. The book
says he named over four thousand
sorts of animals and even more
plants. He must have scratched
his head at times to think of
names. If you go to South Milton
Ley you may hear Ceiti’s
Warbler. If you go to Slapton
Ley you most certainly will. The male sings

an explosive song - he shouts his name “Chetty
chetty chetty”. You will be very lucky if you see
one: a little brown bird with a rounded end to

its tail, it is a prize skulker. It was named after
Francesco Cetti, an Italian priest who lived,
taught and wrote in Sardinia.. Coenraad Jacob
Temminck, a Dutch scientist, gave it its Latin
name. The English one was given by a
gentleman writing in 1823. We say “Chetty’s
Warbler” - that man must have had a sense of
humour!
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In our area the most distinguished of the
deceased omithologists was George Montagu.

I write “deceased™ to avoid any comparison
with today’s distinguished ornitiologists - Tony
Soper, Gordon Waterhouse, Arthur Livett et al.
Montagu quarrelled with everyone - his wife,
his sons, his fellow army officers. Butin 1798
he came to live in Kingsbridge, in a house ncar
the top of Fore Street. Te was accompanied

by Eliza Durville (someone else’s wife), who
obviously calmed him down. He wrote, and she
illustrated, his “Ornithological Dictionary or
Alphabetical Synopsis of British Birds”. This
was valued by ornithologists for the best part
of a century. They produced also “Testacea
Briiannica, a History of British Marine, Land
cnd Freshwater Shells”. Among much work
on birds he showed the difference between Cirl
Buntings and Yellowhammers and he proved,
by rearing young ones, that what he called the
Ashi-coloured Falcon and a similar brown bird
were in fact the same species. Eventually, some
twenty years aficer his death, they called his
Ash-coloured Falcon Montagu’s Harrier, the
name we know it by today.

It is quite usual to name a species after someone
you want to honour. They called a very rare
vagrant from Siberia “White’s Thrush™ after
Gilbert White. It is a big thrush, very pale, with
crescent-
shaped
markings

all over and
a black bar
across its
underwings.
I doubt if
White had
ever heard
of it, much
less seen one
(if he had, he
would have
sent someoie
to shoot it),
but none the less someone must have felt the
naime was appropriate.

White’s Thrush

What you don’t do is namne something after
yourseif. In the 19305 there was a member of
our natural history society in Souihend-on-Sea
who did just that. He was a tiny, bouncy little
man married to a lady much larger than himself.
She ran a boarding house v what was then a
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seedy part of
Westcliff-on-

Sea (maybe it

still is, I don’t
intend to go and
see) - the sort of
establishment
with one loo to
ten bedrooms.
Whether he had
employment
outside or spent his time making beds and
peeling potatoes I do not know, but when a little
buiterfly called the Heath Fritillary was on the
wing he spent all the daylight hours catching it.

Heath Fritillary

This was in a heathery woody place on the
outskirts of the Southend area. A plant called
Cow Wheat grew there, the only thing the
caterpillars ate. The butterfly’s upper sides

are coppery coloured, divided up by narrow
dark lines. The colours varied quite a bit.

This happens with insects, and collectors
always hoped to find something different - like
philatelists hope for a stamp with the Queen’s
head printed upside down. The little man
caught everything he saw. If a butterfly was
not different he pinched it and dropped it into
the grass so that he wouldn’t catch it again.

He said it would recover during the night, which
of course it didn’t. He personally would have
wiped the species out, only part of the area was
built over and the rest became a nature reserve
which grew up and killed off the butterflies.
Nature reserves have to be managed, and this
wasn'l.

His cabinets were filled with drawer after drawer
of these unfortunate butterflies. He called the
ones which were most different “picketaria”
after himself - his name was Picket - Mellicta
athalia picketaria. Once he took some to a
meeting in London of entomologists. He was
dancing round them, and exclaimed to one
gentleman “Aren’t they remarkable? Aren’t
they extraordinary?” to which the gentleman
responded “Not half so extraordinary as you
are!”

Soon afierwards the little man passed on. As he
breathed his last he whispered “Will there be
butterflies where I am going? " fto which his wife
replied *'Yes dear, I will put your net in with
vou’”. :

Harry Huggins
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s u d 0 k u © Puzzles by Pappocom

www.sudoku.com (As featured in The Times, Monday to Saturday)

Easy No. 22

Medium No. 21 Medium No. 22

With acknowledgements to Hueina Su’s blog-site Echoes of Cold Moon
Lexophiles (lovers of words) will enjoy these SMILES

A bicycle can’t stand alone - it is two tired. A chicken crossing the road - poultry in motion.
With her marriage she got a new name and a dress. ~ The man who fell into an upholstery
machine is now fully recovered. He broke into song because he couldn’t find the key.

A plateau is a high form of flattery. You are stuck with your debt if you can’t budget.
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If you're looking for great service

WE'RE N

-We can repair any shoe
including surgical adaptations
-Full key cutting service
including most chipped car {. i
~Full watch repair service, Inriullmrr
batteries, sfraps, glass replacements
-Batteries for car immobilisers

and alarms

-Professional sharpening service for all
tools, knives and scissors
-Full engraving service
-Pet identity tags
-Leather Goods
-Luggage

-Most services that we offer can be
achieved the same day or even while
you wait

| Masters.| iy fridg. |

Lhisit' [ ©, The Ancher Certre, Bridbe Striast

01548 857857

Claire's Kitchen

'Cuisine with a flair'

Qutside Caterers
Food for every occasion

WEDDINGS, ANNIVERSARIES
CHRISTENINGS
CORPORATE FUNCTIONS
Special menu of dishes available
for home entertaining

TELEPHONE/FAX 01548 560191
Claire J. Wallace
Winkfield Place Cordon Bleu Diploma

ADRIAN
J[ MUNDY

Independent Monumental

Masons

Memorials: Renovations:

Lettering: Name Plates

A Local Qualified
Craftsman

Competitive Prices

Tel/Fax: O 548 856 340 or
Mobile/Shop 07721-666524
Unit 10, Garden Mill, Kingsbridge

A local independent
family business

g SAVILL

FUNERAL SERVICES
Fm}fral Pirector Talbot Savill

. Falis b Tmz

The only Independent
Family, Famerald Ehrechirs

in Kingsbridge
PRE-PAYMENT

PLAN FUNERALS
ON REQUEST

A CARING, SYMPATHETIC
& 24 HR PERSONAL SERVICE

Tel: Kingsbridge 01548 857701

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST

The Moorland, Lower Union Road,
Kingsbridge TQ7 1EF
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NEWSPAPERS MAGAZINES

NEWSPAPER DELIVERIES

Whether you are a permanent resident or on holiday, why not enjoy the
luxury of having your newspapers delivered to your door?
Dave and Sandra offer an honest, early and reliable delivery service
7 days a week
No need to get the car out—use our petrol and let us get wet !
From one day to permanent—all it takes is one ‘phone call to
01548 853132
And we can start you tomorrow
Magazines delivered free
We are now able to resume delivery to Buckland & Bantham
and most other areas
Dave & Sandra Edmonds, 22 Henacre Road, Kingsbridge TQ7 1DN

ﬂES’ qu’?
2 2
& THE S0UTH HAMS gy
&‘ MODEL CENTRE6
\\

leqomoi
FOR ALL YOUR RADIO CONTROL

AND MODEL NEEDS COME TO PTA

We stock HPL, Protech, Tamlya, Hormby and many many more.
We can also order anything from our range of catalogues.
We are open Mon-Fri 9.30-5.30
Closed Wed
Sat 10-4.30 and Sun 10-12.

Find us at UNIT SH
SOUTH HAMS BUSINESS PARK, CHURCHSTOW
TQ7 3QH
PHONE OR FAX US ON 01548 854633
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.ptamodelcentre.co.uk

SO IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR SOMETHING FOR GROUND WATER,OR AIR
COME TO THE FAMILY RUN MODEL CENTRE THAT CARES




HORSWIEILL DIARY

Mmmmm! Tigers and the Taj. The very
words conjured up enough excitement to
send me hurtling off abroad to escape what
1 had imagined would be the grey days of
carly spring. As it happened the weather

in Devon proved every bit as sunny as
Rajasthan and Maya Pradesh, and on my
refurn I was able to acquire the suntan that
had eluded me on my somewhat hectic visit
to India. The visit ( [ can’t in all honesty say
it was a holiday) was only brief. I thought
it unwise to leave the phantom Horswell
Diarist on his own for too long (last month
the Village Voice, tomorrow..........7%7).
But it was long enough. Visits to India
seem 10 be such ar intense assault on one’s
senses, raiher like a hot Madras curry, that it
is sonetimes necessary to stop and savour
the flavours over a period of time, before
feeling ready for more.

This time, zlthough my priorities were
seeing tigers in their natural habitat, and
visiting the Taj Mahal, it was a chance to
visit all those other famous places and
monuments that I've heard about but never
really thought I wonld enjoy: The Qutub
Minar, the Red Foit, the Amber Palace,
the jaipur lake palace, the Bharatpur bird
sanctuary, the deserted city of Fatehpur
Sikri, and the Agra Fort. All of which,
despite my uncertainty, were wonderful,
far exceeding my expectations.

Delbi seemed remarkably orderly now

that most of the cows that used to wander
blithely between the uaffic have been
removed. Those that remain settle on the
central reservations barely inches away from
the hectic throng of bicvcles, motorbikes,
rickshaws and motor rickshaws; coaches,
cars, camel-carts and trucks. They look
remarkably serene, the only signs of life

a twitch of an ear or the flick of a tail.
Apparently the movement of air from
passing vehicles provides the useful service
of keeping away the flies.

A voung beggar boy beats a drum with
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ferocious determination to attract my
attention. Maybe six years old, he is
accompanied by his sister, a tiny little soul
who exhibits her double-jointed ability

to step through her clasped hands both
forwards and backwards, vaguely in time
to the insistent drumming of her brother.
The little boy has the solemn face of 2 man
resigned to his fate, the sole attempt at
humour a huge Italianate mustachio drawn
in charcoal on his top lip. I smile at him,
recognising him from outside our hotel

a mile or so away. He stares back, eves
challenging me to ‘dance’ to his drum.

The traffic lights turn red and I hand him
ten rupees through my open window.

He takes them without a smile, eyes
already searching for his next ‘customer’.

We weave through busy streets to explore
Ghandi’s memorial, the wonderful statue

of him on his famous ‘salt march’; and the
Rajgat - the place where his remains were
ceremonially cremated; a holy garden on
the banks of the river. Then on through New
Delhi, a city commissioned by George V and
designed by Lutyens. We pass the homes

of politicians and foreign diplomats;
compounds designed originally for Civil
Servants serving the Raj. Hollyhocks,
dahlias, marigolds, and nasturtiums fill their
gardens, lasting reminders of an English
past.

Leaving Detlhi, the long journeys between
Jaipur, Ranthambore and Agra proved to be
a hair-raising experience where life and limb
were risked so often it was simply best to
ignore the view of the road ahead and look
elsewhere. Preferably not taking too much
notice of the bumt-out shells of crashed
coaches that littered the side of the highway.
Or the ornately decorated Rajasthani grain
trucks, so vastly overladen (their overstuffed
sacks billowing out to twice the vehicles
width and height) that they frequently
tipped sideways, spewing their precious
cargo, the lifeblood of many a poor peasant
farmer, uselessly across the road.
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Arrival in Jaipur was heaven: The Palace of
the Winds built for the ladies of the harem,
and the pink walls of the old city making

a picturesque backdrop to the colourful life
on its streets. Sadly, the number of visitors
means that the city is changing fast. Already
half-built ‘skyscrapers’ reach up above the
high garden walls of faded palaces. But, at
the Rajmahal, once home to the Maharajah
of Jaipur, one-time residence of Lord
Mountbatten, and host to Princess Diana
when she presented the winners’ trophy to
the Jaipur Polo Team, there is still the peace
and faded grandeur of an earlier time. Itis
a calm oasis from where to take tea on the
lawn, to sit and read or take a dip in the
swimming pool. And then toslip out quietly
into the town to explore! To see the turbans
and textiles, or the haudas and palanquins,
at the city museum, Or take an elephant ride
to the stunningly beautiful Amber Palace.

Or purchase an emerald — for which Jaipur is
famous. Or watch the snake charmers coax
their cobras out of their baskets. Or........7?
It is no good: I shall have to go back one
day to that lovely place, to discover its
treasures all over again.

I had never doubted that on our safari I
would see tigers, however rare and elusive
they have become. But when I saw three
eagles soaring across the heavens in tight
formation I just ‘knew’ I’d be lucky. It was

a sign. And yes, although other people failed
to see a single one, I saw tigers on all three
days that I was in the Ranthambore reserve.

Day 1: A male, alone, camouflaged so
perfectly behind thin black trees that he was
invisible until a fly disturbed him, causing
him to flick his tail. He was huge. Enormous.
Twice the size I had expected.

Day 2: A mother and her cubs, screened by
tall vetiver grass. Only the mother clearly
visible. Then the tufts of the cubs’ ears and
the tips of their tails as they tumbled one

over the other in play. Magical!

Day 3: Nothing all morning. ButI ‘knew’
she’d be there. Sure enough, around the .
next bend of the dusty track, there she was.
Standing. Looking straight at us. Hearts
stopped beating. She walked towards us.
Elegant, slow, sure. Paws as big as dinner
plates, fur dense and creamy, yellow barred
with black. We held our breath as she
passed by. Then, for a while, she stopped
and lay on the track, watching us watching
her. She turned and licked her fur, preening
for her audience. Then rose and walked
slowly away. The moment she turned off
the track she became invisible, her markings
replicated a hundred times by the scrubby
black trees against dry golden bracken.
Silent as a ghost she was gone.

A few days later, silent as a ghost, the Taj
Mahal glowed softly in the rosy light of
breaking dawn. And, just like the beauty

of the tiger, it took our breath away. More
impressive in reality than in any photograph
she, for surely no building could be more
feminine, held us spellbound as we watched
the rising sun warm her cold white marble
with its golden rays.

Inside the mausoleum itself, standing close
to the tomb of its creator Shah Jahan, and
that of his beloved wife Mumtaz, surrounded
by all that sublime architecture and
craftsmanship, I was filled with sorrow. An
exquisite sadness seems to emanate from
the marble itself. Love, in all its complexity,
bitter and sweet, seems to fill the air, a
feeling so strong it is almost tangible. I found
the beauty of that moment in the Taj Mahal
overwhelming. Haunting. Unforgettable.

No wonder people were queuing to have
their photograph taken whilst sitting on
‘Princess Diana’s Bench’!

Prunella Dart

SMILES
If you don’t pay your exorcist you may be repossessed.
| Bakers only reveal bread recipes on a knead to know basis
In a democracy it’s your vote that counts: in feudalism it’s your Count that votes
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Santa’s helpers are subordinate clauses
Acupuncture - a jab well done.
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EARTH

KITCHEN

Simple « Wholesome - Goodness

GOURMET MEALS

We deliver, you simply pop them in the oven.
Contact us for the current seasonal menu.

BESPOKE CATERING

Parties, Canapes, Lunches & Dinners.
You create your own menu.

Local Ingredients
Free Range Meat
No Nasty Artificial Preservatives

01548 854550

www.redearthkitchen.co.uk
~C SOUTH HAMS BUSINESS PARK, KINGSBRIDGE, DEVON TQ7 3QH.



-Curtains-
PELMETS
TIE-BACKS
CUSHION COVERS
BED COVERINGS
ALTERATIONS etc

MANDY COLE

Telephone
01 548 531832

SALTHER S,
BOOISSHIKILE

LATHST
IPUTIBLICATIONS

MAPS, CHARTS
LOCAL INTEREST

** ORDER BY ‘PHONE **
With
**FREE DELIVERY !! **

I BUSSELL COURT
SALCOMIBIE
s44404

-

(TERRY REEVES |
PRINTING

20 Townsend Close
West Alvington

TQ7 3QA

*QUALITY
**SPEFD
*SELVICE
“*COMDPETITIVE
PRICKES

Telephone
01 548 853517

{a"_
QDD JOB SERVICE

No Job Too Smalll!

For All Types of
CLEANING

Light Gardening
Grass Cutting

Holiday Homes
Security Check

Tel: IVY 560 551

_JI




POSTBAG

Dear Editor
John Crawford

[ would like to extend my sincere thanks
to all those who attended John Crawford’s
thanksgiving service on the 14™ April.

This is a very difticult time for our family

as we are reminded daily of John’s absence.

I speak for all of us in saying how much it
lifted our spirits to see so many local faces

at his service, and it cheers us to realise how
many people appreciated his kindness and
neighbourliness. I know that my father would
have been astonished and thrilled (and a

little bit embarrassed) by such a turnout -
especially on Grand National Day.

Our special thanks go to the bellringers who
rang the bells so joyously as John asked, and
also the people who conjured such a banquet
apparently from nowhere. The family was
particularly delighted to see the Bowls Club
members so smartly dressed in their official
pullovers - very impressive!!

With all our gratitude

Caroline Crawford
15 Bishops Way
London E2 9HB

Dear Editor
You Can Make The Switch!

How green are you, really? We are all aware
of environmental issues, but what are you
doing about it? Let’s try to make our parish
more energy-efficient. Here are some tips for
you to start with:

v Use energy-saving light bulbs. Just
one can save you £7.00 a year - and
they last up to twelve times longer
than ordinary light bulbs.
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v If all UK homes replaced just one 100-
watt light bulb with an energy-saving

alternative, the money saved could pay
about 75,000 family fuel bills a year.

v Switch them off! Don’t leave lights
on unnecessarily. If you leave a room
for ten minutes, turn the lights off.

It is not true that turning them on
again causes a surge that uses even
more electricity.

v Don’t leave televisions or DVDs on
standby.

v Unplug your mobile phone and MP3
player chargers when not in use.
Chargers are not huge energy
consumers in their own right, but
across the UK those left plugged in
unnecessarily waste over £60 million
and are responsible for a quarter of a
million tonnes of carbon dioxide every
year. Another tip - turn off mobile
phones overnight so you have to
charge them less often.

v It may not be practical to turn a
computer on and off during the day,
but don’t leave your computer or
printer on overnight.

And finally “Never deny the power of a small
group of committed individuals to change the
world. Indeed that is the only thing that ever
has” [Margaret Mead]

Green Fairie
Thurlestone
(Name and address supplied )

[ Green Fairie is keen to promote improved
ecological practices throughout the parish in
as many spheres as possible. We are hoping
that further contributions may be forthcoming,
and that readers may also be prompted to send
in their own ideas and suggestions for a
greener and more energy efficient parish. Ed]
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STROKE AWARENESS
‘DROP IN’ DAY

MONDAY 11" JUNE 2007
10 am to 2 pm
QUAYSIDE LEISURE CENTRE
KINGSBRIDGE

Come and meet the staff of the
South Hams Ilbert Day Hospital and the Stroke Association

Learn the three R’s - how to

e R-EDUCE THE RISKS OF A STROKE
e R-ECOGNISE SYMPTOMS OF A STROKE
e R-ESPOND IMMEDIATELY

Have a free health check
HEIGHT, WEIGHT, BLOOD SUGAR AND BLOOD PRESSURE

The aim is to increase awareness - what a stroke is, how to prevent it, about
stroke rehabilitation and the services that are available through South Hams
Hospital. Every year more than 130,000 people in the UK have a stroke and
some 250,000 live with disabilities following a stroke. Any one of us, at any
age, can suffer a stroke. A STROKE IS A MEDICAL EMERGENCY!

Lifestyle changes can significantly reduce the risk - through diet, by stopping
smoking, limiting alcohol intake and having regular blood pressure checks.

Being aware of the early signs of a stroke - facial & arm weakness and speech
problems - and acting quickly to get specialist hospital treatment for the patient.

Quayside Leisure Centre Stroke Association Devon Primary Care Trust
Ropewalk Tel: 0845 3033 100 South Hams Hospital
Kingsbridge TQ7 1HH www.stroke.org.uk Kingsbridge TQ7 1AT
Tel: 01548 857100 Tel: 01548 852349
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* in a quiet rural valley mid-way
between Thurlestone and Bantham

* comfortable bedroom with twin
beds and private bathroom

* full English breakfast

Elisabeth Meldrum, Meadow
Cottage, West Buckland,
Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 3AF
Tel 01548 560759

SOUTH HAMS
CHIROPRACTIC

Millers Cottage
South Milton
Kingsbridge

01548 560012

Gentle & Effective Treatment

Back Pain and Sciatica
Neck and Shoulder Pain
RST

Sports Injuries

Tennis Elbow
Headaches

Whiplash

Richard Gubbay BSc¢ Grad Dip Chiro
17 years experience

BUPA and PPP Registered
Member of the British Chiropractic Association
GCC Registered

Maintenance Property Services

* General repairs

* Roofing & Guttering

* Tiling

* Paint / Decorating

* Double Glazing
* Restorations

A

¥

* Cleaning Services
* Conservatory Specialist

Please call Kingsbridge and ask for lan

TeI/Fax 01548 853 075 Mob 07974 987 433
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A.J. Rhymes .

4 Isiand View Thuriestone Kingshridge TQ7 3NH L

Tel: Mobile:
Ll s e e-mail: timbejack@hotmail co.ub 07866 696 307

Tree Services

All aspects of tree surgery from pruning to the removal of dead, dying, and dangerous trees

Stump grinding

Replanting Woodland maintenance

Advice on all tree matters and legal constraints
All our work is carried out by fully trained and insured staff

Fencing

We are able to design and build any style of fence to your personal requirements,
using the highest quality locally sourced and sawn timber

Working today for temorrow’s countryside

BILL
PETHERAM

**GARDENER**

RHS Qualified

Pruning
Weeding
Borders

New Planting
Restoration
Regeneration

¥ % % ¥ ¥ ¥

Tel: 0790 5171525

Lina avia

STUDIO
FLOWERS

For All your ]zlorisl:rg Designs
ch{c[ings 5 ]:uncrals
E)irl:hdays & | hank gous
Anniversaries & Engagcmcnl:s

Fa rties etc
Deliveries throughout the South Hams

Tel: 07855 321759
Or 01548 854546

Unit 2n, South Hams
Business Park,
Churchstow

TQ7 3QH




DISCOVERING “DRYAD”

By Henry Alexander

he early part of 1891 was for the most part
I warm and spring-like, but March of that

year was decidedly cooler and more like
winter, On the 9™ March there developed a deep
depression which caused one of the worst storms
in the south-west for many a year. Huge falls of
snow disrupted life in this part of the country for
a week or more, and within twenty-four hours
over sixty ships had been wrecked along the
coast of southern Britain. One of these ships was
the 1035-ton clipper ship “Dryad’, built of iron
by T Royden & Sons of Liverpoo! and launched
in November 1874.

The “Dryad” had sailed to many parts of the
world during her seventeen years of life, cairying
mostly bulk cargo - coal, flour, grain, nitrates,
that sort of thing - but on occasions she carried
general cargoes; a real mixture of things. She
carried passengers only once, in 1879, when two
gentlemen travelled from New York to Sydney.

The storm (known as the Great Blizzard) which
blew from the north-east, carried many ships
before it, and four of them were swept into the
precipitous cliffs between Beesands and Start
Point that night. Meteorological readings taken
in the area at the time recorded seas in excess of
thirty-six feet high, and winds gusting to over
100 miles an hour. No wonder poor “Dryad”
was smashed to pieces in just a few hours. She
had been loaded with coal at South Shields. on
the Tyne, and departed that port on the 3™ March
1891 with a crew of twenty-one under Captain
William Thomas, the owner’s commodore
captain. One young man had recently signed a
five-year apprenticeship and this was to be his
first voyage. Sadly, it was also to be his last.

My interest in this ship was initiated in the
summer of 1974, when I found her remains on
the sea bed close to Start Point. 1was at the time
escorting a pair of student divers on one of their
initial open-water dives whilst I was running a
diving course at Slapton Ley Ficld Centre. We
came across a number of artefacts which really
intrigued me and, over time, I became ‘hooked’
on the ship. I decided to find out as much about
her life and times as I could and, possibly, to
write a book about her. Little did [ know then
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what I was letting myself in for - although 1 was
warned by arguably the greatest authority on
British shipwrecks that I had little chance of
discovering much. However, as it says in the
Bible, “Seek and ve shall find™!

I sought, and I found. It was a very long but
enjoyable journey; years trawling through not
only the mud, rocks and debris close to Start
Point, but also many libraries, newspapers,
museums, record offices, radio interviews,
magazine articles and enquiry letters, both in this
country and abroad. After a gestation period of
thirty years my little project was born -

The Life & Death
of the Liverpool Barque Dryad (1874-91)

Only three of the crew were positively identified,
and they are buried in Stokenham churchyard,
along with several unidentified bodies which
may, or may not, have been “Dryad” crew
members. Over the years I spent hundreds of
hours combing the seabed for artefacts and clues
as to her identity as, at the time of the discovery,
I was not sure who she was - she could have been
one of a number. As a scientist, guesswork is not
my forte; I had to be sure. Eight years later I had
my answer. I found the brass steering wheel boss
which was engraved with the ship’s name Dryad
and her port of registry - Liverpool!

I was now in a position to undertake more
detailed research, both in this country and
abroad. I wrote to Country Life magazine
seeking any information about her from readers.
I had remarkably good fortune and got two
replies - one was from Mrs Mary Jenkins of
Pembrokeshire, the great grand-daughter of
Captain William Thomas (the ship’s master at
the time of her loss), the other from Mrs Nancy
Batten, the great grand-daughter of Thomas
Royden whose company built the ship in 1874.
The odds against hearing from these two ladies
must be thousands, if not millions-to-one against!
Mrs Jenkins had some letters and photographs
written by the Captain during his travels round
the world, and Mrs Batten told me of stories
passed on by her father about his grandfather’s
firm,
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One of the most intriguing things about most
shipwrecks is that the ship becomes a time-
capsule of the moment when she sank. All parts
of the vessel herself, and those items contained
within her, remain at the place where she was
lost. Only disintegration (and/or removal) of
parts lessens the stock. One only has to think
of Egyptian tombs untouched for thousands of
years to realise that items placed in the catacomb
will be there for ever unless removed by grave-
robbers or archaeologists. It has to be said that
it is not quite the same with shipwrecks as the
agents of destruction are often more vigorous.
Nevertheless, many artefacts can and do get
preserved in the sea bed, especially if buried
under sand or mud. Also, marine deposits
forming a type of natural concrete (called
concretion) encase items (in many ways similar
to fossilisation), and one may then have a cast
of the object, if not the original.

Although there are some preserved ships around
the world (such as the “Balclutha”, Cutty Sark”,
“Victory” and “Warrior’") there are examples of
ships which have been rebuilt/restored from their
wreckage. This is especially true if the ships
happen to sink in soft preserving materials. Two
such examples are the English “Mary Rose” and
Swedish “Vasa” both preserved and on display
in Portsmouth and Stockholm respectively. Both

ships are accompanied by a range of artefacts
which help to bring the vessels to life.

Although the “Dryad” was smashed to piecesin
a few hours, [ do have a number of artefacts from
her, and also photographs of a range of items
which help to bring the vessel to life. Remains
of items such as the sextant, telescope, parallel
rule, binoculars, navigator’s dividers, barometer
parts, sounding leads, navigation lamps, compass
binnacle and chronometer key all contrast with
today’s advanced electronics for navigating
around the world. Personal items such as a silver
watch and chain, an 18ct gold ring belonging to
the ship’s carpenter, and a beautiful engraved
gold bachelor button, probably the property of
the ship’s steward, all help to beautify some
aspects of life in an otherwise prosaic existence.

It is a pity that there is nowhere locally that
is able to house and display them.

Henry Alexander

[ * Copies of the book may be obtained from
Henry Alexander at Aune Cross Lodge,
Bantham, TQ7 3AD (phone 01548-561182)
at £10.00 each.]
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A summer supper concert
SATURDAY 2" JUNE
Malborough Village Hall

Tickets: £9.00 adults, under-16s £6.00

Advance booking only from
Kingsbridge TIC, Halifax Fore Street
, May Crimp Chris Gunning
| 842361 895102
or any Chorus member

Doors open 6.45 pm, starts 7.30 pm
ENNCET - g % (SRR | S
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SUMMER SONG & JUST DESSERTS! §
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In aid of South Milton Village Hall

SOUTH
MILTON
FESTIVAL
OF GARDENS

Saturday & Sunday 14w / 154 July
1.00 pm to 5.00 pm

Light lunches and cream teas from
noon in the Village Hall

Map and Starting Point Village Hall

New gardens as well as old favourites!
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SIMON
SOUTH MILTON

Grass cutting
Hedge trimming
Patio/Decking cleaning
Garden tidying e.t.c

~ For a fast reliable
service call Simon on

07875-276782

e-mail: simon_breese2000@yahoo.co.uk

Fully insured

MARSH DAWES
| Master Craftsmarn
I =
All Types of Woodworking
Projects Undertaken

FURNITURE MAKING

AND RESTORATION
IF IT’S BROKEN HAVE IT FIXED

CABINET MAKER
HAVE A NEW ONE MADE

PURPOSE MADE JOINERY
DQOORS, WINDOWS, ETC
INSOFTWOOD OR HARDWOOD

WOODTURNING AND CARVING

BOAT RESTORATION
Cottage No 6, Bantham, Kingsbridge,
South Devon TQ7 3AL
Please Telephone:

Mobile 07837 361306 or
Evenings: 01548 562056

(answerphone)

Maintenance Property Services

Do you have any odd jobs that need looking at, or do you need a
complete make over? All work guaranteed, references supplied
FREE QUOTES

#Large or small jobs #Interior, exterior painting
#Guttering, Facias, Soffits #Tiling, Walls, Floors
#Fitted Kitchen #Flat pack Assembly
#Plumbing, leaking radiators #Fit outside Tap

#WHATEVER YOUR NEEDS#

Please call Ian Mason, Kingsbridge
01548 853 075 Mob 07974 987 433




THURLESTONE

POST OFFICE & STORES
Shop locally at your friendly Village Store

Proud to supply you with tocal Produce:
Fresh Bread, Fruit & Veg, Dairy Products,

Pasties, Cakes, Sandwiches, Burts Crisps

Wide range of groceries, provisions, gifts:

Newspapers, tobacco products, Off Licence,

Soft Drinks, Ice Creams, Beach Goods,
. Photocopy & Fax service

We are happy to accept cheques or credit
and debit cards for min. of £10

Use the Post Office to buy stamps or obtain
money—certain banics only

Feel free to call in and browse—you’ll be
pleasantly surprised!
See Directory at the back for opening times

PHONE/FAX 0] 548 561917

MATT KING

Qualified
Painter &
Decorator

Tel: 01548 853572
Mob: 07818 210079

E Mail:
mattkingpandd@aol.com

SWIMMING POOLS

Swimming Pool Engineers

Plant Room Construction &
Maintenance

Swimming Pool
Installations/Construction

01548 810288 &
01752 407662

HEAT CARE

Plumbing and Heating Engineers

CORGI OFTEC
198708 C 2997

Solar Heating Systems
Installed

corat HEAT CARE orrec

198708 C 2997
Plumbing and Heating Engineers

AGA/Rayburn/Boiler
Replacements & Servicing
All Makes and Types

Central Heating Systems
Installation Service and
Repair

Bathroom Design &
Installation
General Plumbing
Multi Fuel Stoves

Chimney Lining & Construction

01548 810288 & 01752 407662
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The Pantomime

As promised in the last issue, here is a full
report on the Oriental Extravaganza held in
March. A well-decorated (Far-Eastern style)
Parish Hall greeted visitors and a delicious
Chinese take-away meal preceded the
cabaret. Devised, produced and directed

by Empress Val Brown, the talented cast -
roughly in order of appearance - comprised
Aladdin (Karen Livett - who was almost
totally unrecognisable in a jet black wig!),
Princess Kishie (Vida Alexander), maids
(Shirley Barnes, Jo Parkin & Joan Booth),
& Mr Wu (Chris White - who brought the
house down singing Chinese Laundry Blues
whilst balancing a lampshade on his head).
Nancy, Kishie’s laundress mum (Christine
Field), dancing laundry girls (Jo Odams,
Pat Clarke, Julie Hanham & Pam Knight),
and the Emperor of the Peking Palace take-
away and Kishie’s dad (Ron Parkin), with
support singing from the dancing laundry
maids plus Margaret Illingworth and
Dorothy Abel, completed the all star cast.
There were also delightful solos from Tai
Chi dancer Vida Alexander, violinist Judith
Reynolds and guest-singer Kath Cowell
and the whole show was held together with
a sparkling piano accompaniment from
Judith Le Grice. The beautiful costumes
and other props were amazingly inventive.

A specially-made comic video by Maleolm
Le Grice then followed on the big screen
which showed members getting to grips
with learning hand-bell ringing, the Chinese
language, and their imagined adventure

trip to China and the Peking Opera - with
entertainingly appropriate local sub-titles.
Everyone went home that night with a smile
on their face for it was yet another of Val’s
unique smash hits!

The profit of £210 from the evening would
be donated to Devon Air Ambulance.
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April

Glenda Cooper came from Derriford
Hospital to show us the latest basic
techniques in resuscitation and soon had
everyone practising on dummies!

The profit from the St Trinian’s murder
mystery evening would be given to the
Parish Hall for use on kitchen equipment.
A large wall-hanging, embroidered by
members and showing buildings in the
parish, had at last been completed by the
hard work, and quilting, of Joan Booth
and was presented to the Parish Hall for
permanent display in the entrance foyer.

May

Members craft work was on display in
anticipation of entries for the area exhibition
on the 15" August and the Kingsbridge Show
in September. Carolyn Taylor and Dorothy
Candy had thoroughly enjoyed their course
at Denman College on “Laughter Through
Song”. Vida Alexander and Lisa White had
been to a county new members’ tea party at
Charleton and learnt a bit more about the WI
as well as having a nice tea. Karen Livett
and Wendy Gornall had been to the Great
Milk Debate at Blackawton, and 14 members
attended the Sea Coast Group meeting at
Salcombe where the speaker was local
celebrity Tony Beard, the Widecombe Wag.

Looking Forward

Reminders were given of the walk and lunch
at Riverford Organic Farm on the 31* May,
and the annual garden lunch at Rosemary
Mackay’s on the 5" July. Members were
urged to think of bright ideas on how,
fittingly, to celebrate our WI's 80" birthday
next year! The speaker on 14" June will be
John Miles on “What’s the point of poetry?”.

Visitors are always most welcome.
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The National Trust South Hams Centre

During the past year the South Hams Centre has been active raising funds for the local National Trust
properties, and I am pleased to report that we contributed £4800 to Overbecks. This was used to help
pay for a new handrail to the picnic area, a new wheelchair, new garden seats, and also contributed
towards the new greenhouse. We also donated £1500 for the production of Coastal Walk information
leaflets, and a further £2000 towards the building of the rustic shelter at Coleton Fishacre.

Programme for June and July

Wednesday 8.00 am Coach Trip to Abbotsbury Swannery & sub-tropical gardens
6 June Swannery in the morning, and lunch at the sub-tropical gardens

Thursday 12.30 pm Lunch at Dartmouth Golf & Country Club
14 June A popular annual event at a beantiful venue

Friday 10.00 amto 2.00 pm  Grand Summer Fair, Market Hall, Kingsbridge,
29th June Our main fund-raising event of the year. Lots of stalls (cakes, books, plants).
Please support. Contact Fair organiser Alan Booth (01548 853105) for details.

Thursday 8.30 am Midi-coach trip to Greenway and Coleton Fishacre
19 July Visit to Greenway garden, then Coleton Fishacre house and gardens.

For further information, or details of how to go about joining the NT South Hams Centre, please
contact Neill Irwin (Chairman) on 01548 - 561661, or at neill@southerncrosslimited.com

Thurfestone & South Milton Horticultural Show
extend a warm welcome to their

8™
ANNUAL SHOW

South Milton Village Hall
Saturday 4" August

2.30 pm
Prize-giving 4.15 pm

Garden produce, Crafts, Paintings,
Cookery, Children’s work, Raffle, Teas

-
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THURLESTONE HOTEL # s

Margaret Amelia Restaurant

Sensational sea views in a sumptuous new setting. Now with floor to ceiling picture windows.
Open for: * Evening meals

* Sunday lunches

* Special celebrations

Superb daily lunches served in our Cocklail Bar, Conservatory or on the Terrace.

Country Club

— Salon Opening
* Indoor and Outdoor Swimming Pools 3
* Spa Bath and Sauna Tlmes_
® Fitness Suite
9 Hole Par 3 Championship Golf Course
Tennis, Squash and Badminton Courts
Hair Salon Hair Salon (call 563524)

Decleor Beauty Salon Tues - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm
Contact Reception for membership details

Decléor Beauty Salon (call 560382)
5 Days a week 9.30am - 5.30pm

Fully qualified, experienced, friendly staff . Free parking

Tel: U1548 360382 . www.thurlestone conk . Emal: enguities(athurlestome co.uk

Coast &
J}Country

Cottages

| Thinking of letting your holiday home?

Discover the benefits of a truly local agency with aver 300 properties in the South Hams,

Call now for a Free Brochure & Owners Guide,

We are currently looking for more select properties in the Thurlestone area

South Hams coast & countryside {including Thurlestone) Kingsbridge 01548 852572
Properties in and around Salcombe 01548 843773
Properties in and around Dartmouth 01803 8394%9

www.coastandcountry.co.uk



You're closer to City
expertise than you think

Why go to the City of London when, by choosing Gerrard, you can let the City come to you?

That's because, at each of our local offices, you'll find a team of experienced investment specialists, with all the re-
sources necessary to help you make the most effective use of your money

Chne of the UK's largest companies focussed on creating and managing wealth, we offer:

Your own investment manager
Very competitive investment fees
A national network of offices

* # ¥ ¥

For more information and to arrange a meeting, please call Gavin Price at

our Plymouth Office on

01752 264000

Plym House, 3 Longbridge Road, Plymouth PL6 8LT

www.gerrard.com

Garrard is musifinrme ) Peptnee Ly the o

Garrard Limied 15 & subsidiary @ Bandas Buik ' o

Your own tailor-made investment portfolio

Serwiess Authority and is 2 mamber of the London Stock Exchange
Registerad Mfelrae Ot Piatml Paca 3 Lapenein Hill, waredoin EC4Y GG, Re@StEI'Bd n England No 2752982

»

P

2
Gerrard

¢reating ang managing wealth

| FLEAR HOUSE, |
INTERIORS

Come and visit our large showroom
where in a relaxed atmosphere
‘ you can browse through our vast selection

of exciting fabrics suitable for
Curtains, upholstery and blinds
| Curtain poles and tracks
Wallpapers and trimmings
Blinds and upholstery

Tel: 01548 — 856660
Fax: 01548 — 852022

Old Station Yard,
Kingsbridge,
Devon, TQ7 IES

b

AN Currains, Blinds, rF a
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Tl Qi F4F - FarM:{}

1'I|. i

Wy




Daisy’s Memories

(Part Two) ‘

Continuing Daisy Cole’s memoirs of “Life in Buckland 1898-1909" in which she recalls
aspects of the parish from her childhood. In this second instalment we are introduced to
some of the people who lived here 100 years ago.

Miss Amy Coope

She lived for a few years in the old house
which I think was at some time connected
with Sherriff Farm but, to my knowledge,
never had a home. A date over the door
(which I have forgotten) most likely
indicated the year it was built.

Miss Coope, a tall angular lady set up a
school room at the back of the house and
taught her nieces, the children of her
brother the Reverend Egerton Coope.
Later the Misses Ella and May Phillips
taught the same children and other
progeny of the fortunate. Ella gave
private lessons on the piano and May in
singing. For two years I practised under
their tutoring

Jim & Eliza Elliott

They spent some years in the cottage
facing the Court. Eliza, known as "Aunt
Liza", was thought by the superstitious
to have the power to cast an evil eye and
be capable of witchcraft.

The following true, but incredible, story
was told to me by Sarah Pinney, iong time
parlour maid at Clanacombe House. She
said that Liza once gained entrance
through the rear door of Clanacombe
House, cut down a ham hanging in the
larder and carried it away suspended from
her waist - concealed beneath her many
petticoats. Old Mr Beer gave evidence
that he observed her in the bushes
adjusting the ham but feared to let
himself be seen as he feared coming under
her evil eye and declared he didn't "want
to be witched”. He let her go and Mrs
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Jenkins would not allow any reprimand.

Jim suffered from a disease peculiar to
the male. His wearied and distressed
countenance betrayed the pain he
suffered. Their daughter and only child,
Polly, residing in Plymouth, promised to
send to them a certain patent medicine -
namely “Bile Beans". In receiving this "Dr
Somebody's" concoction in pill form, Eliza
was mystified and took the round wooden
box to my mother and said “Look, missus,
they'm b'aint beans, they be little black
pills!". Mother explained and Eliza went
home and faithfully followed the
instructions written on the box.

Charlie and Jane Eley

They lived at what is now known as Pear
Tree Cottage at the top of Monkey Lane.
A childless couple, perfectly matched in
size and stature, they were chapel-goers
and spent part of the Sabbath singing
favourite hymns from their "Sankey &
Moody" collection. They harmonised quite
well and their renditions were pleasant to
the ear.

Around the year 1904, Jane, who was
definitely not suited to business, but
thinking to increase their income, set up
and operated a sweet shop, with great
hopes of substantial benefits thereof.
Several boxes were placed in the kitchen
window facing the sun - which softened
or baked the sweetmeats thoroughly.
Through the open window access was given
to all manner of flies, wasps, bugs - and
naughty boys who artfully stole from
the messy collection. In a short time, as
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feared, losses exceeded the gains and
high hopes disappeared, which resulted
in a closed shop and possible bankruptcy.

A small chicken house adjoined the
cottage. Its small dimensions made it
impossible to enter, except in a bent over
position. The fowls, singing merrily, had
a free way to nest boxes placed cosily
behind the kitchen door. It was a case
of "watch your step” when passing lest
one's favourite footwear became very
evil-smelling bits of leather.

Poor Jane's mind weakened, probably
because of the lonely monotony of living
at the end of the road. This weakness
progressed to madness that became
manifest when villagers observed her,
clad only in a short chemise, a pitcher in
her hand, going through the village to the
tap for water. On a Sunday afternoon,

a closed carriage rumbled through the
village with young Bill Jeffery on the box
handling the reins, with poor meek little
Jane inside. And so she passed from our
lives for ever.

In the garden at the back, and adjoining
father's garden, grew a Stubbart apple
tree, also gooseberries of the bell and
hairy variety. These fruits seemed to be
of a much nicer flavour than the chatter
tree or the more common gooseberries in
our own garden. Satan took advantage of
our weaknesses as, with guilty conscience
and stealthy steps, we ignored the Eighth
Commandment “Thou shalt not steal”.

Charlie & Sarah Edgecombe and sons
Edgar Cecil and Ronald

Charlie wore the uniform of HM Navy and
rose from the rank of Able Seaman to
Chief Petty Officer.

Mr & Mrs Frank Hewitt
Thurlestone parish, with a wealth of
pastoral landscape and sea views, has
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always been a painters’ paradise. Around
the year 1903 Mr & Mrs Hewitt settled

in Buckland. Mr Hewitt, an artist in wcn‘gr
colours, was of the rugged type, a perfect
gentleman. Dressed in plus-fours, Norfolk
jacket, two-peaked cap of the Sherlock
Holmes variety, and an Inverness cape

in inclement weather, he became a very
familiar figure in the parish. Villagers
stood by his easel watching, fascinated,
as his dull black sketches disappeared and
his canvas came alive in true colour

Mrs Hewitt was rarely seen in the viliage.
Her gowns, always in pastel shades, were
very lacy and frilly. Hats of the boat or
toque shape were her choice, adorned
with flowers or feathers, with a white
veil attached and fastened with a knot
under her chin. Her cream-coloured,
French heel, high button kid boots were a
dream, as were her gay parasols. I envied
her and looked forward to the day when
I would own one just as pretty - but I
doubt very much if I ever carried one as
gracefully as she did.

Bill & Annie Jeffery

Bill, a heavy-set fellow, developed a bone
disease in one of his legs and walked
with the aid of crutches. In spite of
his affliction, he displayed a great sense
of humour, laughed heartily and was
never heard to complain because of his
suffering. He kept himself informed

on current events, chiefly through

the "Western Weekly" and the local
"Kingsbridge Gazette". He was often
heard to say "I raid pon tap the
paper....so and so" but drew very little
interest from those who did not read and
cared less. Annie was the breadwinner -
a valued helper in the Hewitt household.

(Part Three of Daisy's Memories will
appear in the August edition of Village
Voice, with more recollections of village
inhabitants)

Buckland, and Thurlestone June / July 2007




RB

ROOFING

25 years experience
Slating Tiling Leadwork
Complete re-roof
Repairs

1, Huish Cottages, South Huish.
Tel. 01548 562075

SOUTH HAMS
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

Expert advice, Sales & installation of
TV, Video and Domestic
Appliances in the comfort of your
own home
Repair Service
Competitive Prices

Free local delivery

Contact Colin Jarvis,
Tel: 01548 559001

Mobile: 07773325316

Loddiswell, Kingsbridge

Tel: CAR
561947 PARK

THE GARDEN
PLANT CENTRE

Alston Nursery
Malborough

Wide selection of top quality
Plants for the Garden

BAMBOOS,PALMS,
PHORMIUMS
HANGING BASKETS
BEDDING & PATIO PLANTS
MANY UNUSUAL CLIMBERS
& SHRUBS
Open 9 am to S pm
Wednesday to Sunday inclusive

_Flne Shine.

D s C ARPET & UPHOLSTERY

A COMPLETE
CLEANING SERVICE
I 0l e & ercial
B s a red 7B

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Oriental Hugs

Fire & Flood Restoration

All eypes of hard floor cleaned and polished
Carpet Protector

Spot, stain & edour removal

NEW VALETING BAY
Fine Shine offers o comprehensive range of services for:
Private & commercial vehicles  Boats & caravans
Lhand wash - lull valec Tatlor made packages

Tolephones offics 0 [548 B543 11

inhile 07989 300453 JOTRTI 14737 5
{hve. LB Bl dnisbnanisil] Driain, Pemlis s s, Bimgadesiihgm, Dlire
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Sl generation |f Yﬂu can [ flﬂd it Euabiished in
family fim  come to Donovans Kingsbridge 1873

Our staff will be happy to show you our wide range of products including.

Flusks Cool Bags
China Gifis
Camets Vinyl Rups
Fumniture Tables Chairs
Beds 7 heds Bedding
Tracks Poles Rlinds
Tablemats Tablecloths il Cloth
Towels Bathvoom Ace.  Fablon Rug anti creep
et Curtains Cushions Fabiics Cuortain Accs,
Free mensuring, free estimates and free local delivery

Cleaning Accs.
Cilassware
Doarmiats
Recliners
Headboards
Curtains

Table Protector

Kitchenware
MNapkins

49 Ifr.uf.ﬁe‘ ﬁ.mgs*bndge T{:f 857347

STOP PRESS 1 |
BANTHAM VILLAGE Flowers
STORES for-all-occasions

Now open—not only for

Comntact

. .
Milk, Bread, Papers S James and Tina
& Groceries = Tregelles
;) AT
But Also— serving % for-ali-occasions
Tea Coffae & - The Garden Shep
' ~ Kingsbridge
Homemade cakes. ;I: 01548 852841
. Same Day Delivery
Barbara & Kevin plan to serve @jnggrﬁgm

Breakfast & lunches sgon tood!

Wonderful river views

Barbarz & Kevin Tucker
01548 560045

L oether o Hine | |{

I
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Baked Salmon
"With Pesto T opping

We recently had baked salmon with a crunchy pesto topping cooked by a friend, and it was
really delicious. I haven’t located the original Delia Smith recipe, but here is my version.
It makes a splendid meal for the dining-room, and goes equally well outdoors in summer.

Ingredients ( for 4 )

4 salmon steaks

4 finely sliced spring onions

Juice of a lemon

4 dessertspoons ready made green pesto
2 tablespoons fresh white breadcrumbs
Egg-cupful of pine nuts

Salt & pepper to taste

1 oz butter (extra for buttery dish)

Basil leaves and lemon wedges to garnish

Preparation

Preheat oven to 180° C (Gas mark 4)

Butter an oven proof dish

Season the salmon steaks and dot with butter

Add a layer of spring onions.

Sprinkle with lemon juice

Spread a dessert spoon of pesto on each steak and then cover with
breadcrumbs

Sprinkle the pine nuts over

Cover with foil and bake in oven for 10 minutes

Remove foil and continue baking to crisp the topping for another 5 - 10
minutes until the flesh flakes easily

Serve garnished with basil leaves and a wedge of lemon

A crisp salad and new potatoes is all you really need to go with this dish.
Imagine eating this in a sunny garden, with a carefully chosen bottle of wine
- or maybe a nice cold glass of ginger beer.

VILLAGE VOICE The community magazine of Bantham, Buckland, and Thurlestone Tune / July 2007



4 Hearing Dogs for Deaf People

Tnuite & welcome evengyone to a talk on

WINDSOR CASTLE

by our President
Air Chief-Marshal
SIR RICHARD JOHNS GCB CBE LVO
(former Constable & Governor of the Castle)

Thurlestone Parish Hall
Saturday 18™ August at 6.45 pm

Tickets £10.00
(1o include a glass of wine & canapes)

Joan Golding
560078

June Murry
561398

Salcombe Players
SUMMER COMEDY THEATRE
Cliff House, Salcombe

Thursday 19" to Saturday 21* July

Two one-act plays

PLAZA SUITE

DRSS RIEHEBARSATL
Suitable for all the family!
Conventional seating on the Thursday
and ‘café style’ on Friday and Saturday

so you can bring your own supper & drinks!

Tickets (on sale from 2™ July) £6.50

Salcombe TIC Ann Mackenzie
843927 843990
VILLAGE VOICE The i ine of Banth d, and Thurlestone

Fore Street |
Kingsbridge

M.thereelcinema.co.uk

BOOKINGS & INFORMATION
01548 856636

CAFE OPEN FOR MEALS, SNACKS
& DRINKS 6.00pm-9.00pm

The Reel Meal Deal

ANY MAIN COURSE : ANY SWEET
WINE, LAGER or SOFT DRINK
RESERVED FILM SEAT

Adult £15.00 Over 60 £14.50
Child (U15) £13.50
(1/2 portion £10.00)

e 1st- e 7t
PIRATES OF THE
CARIBBEAN 3 (12A) FLS
CURSE OF THE GOLDEN
FLOWER (15)
GOODBYE BAFANA (15)
BRIDGE TO TERIBITHIA
(PG)

=Juy 4
PIRATES OF THE
CARIBBEAN 3 (12A) FLS
OCEAN'S THIRTEEN (PG)FLS

Jupe 15th-June 21st
OCEAN’S THIRTEEN (PG)FLS
AND ANOTHER FILM

dune 22nd- 28th
SHREK THE THIRDpreviews
AND OTHER FILMS
e -
SHREK THE THIRD FLS

HARRY POTTER AND
THE ORDER OF THE PHOENIX

PLEASE PHONE THE BOX OFFICE
ON 01548 85 6636 FOR THE MOST
RECENT INFORMATION.

PHONE BOOKINGS ARE NOW
BEING TAKEN FROM
10am - 12 noon EVERY DAY AS
WELL AS WHEN THE BOX OFFICE
IS OPEN (30mins before the first
screening of the day)
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THE STORY OF
THURLESTONE,
BANTHAM AND
WEST BUCKLAND
with 100 Old Photographs
telling the tale

£8.95

WITHOUT THEM !

IF YOU LIVE ROUND HERE ......
YOU NEED JUST TWO BOOKS.....

FROM ALL YOUR LOCAL SHOPS. DON’T WALK ABOUT

SHIPWRECKS
OF THE
SOUTH HAMS

Over 70 very local
shipwrecks in full
detail and pictures
£9.95

-i.-rllh-l‘ul"h.aw =k

Alexander
; Techmque

" A skill for life - _'? wf-_-.‘ ?-?-
. help yourself to

. change habits, J'afﬁ“a

. ease pain,

nh—'-'-
Jr--'_M :
. banish tension!

T ?"
-rf Marcia Green, Teai:h;f-,
i |tK1ngf|5hEr5 Furgﬁtréﬂ

1 Aveton G{ﬁ'urd

: Kingsbridge ¥

re1 01548 550350 ' |
I\ monite 07970 895681 |

LERRRES S RN L3 bl

Ef!l’ilm;l'ﬂ L R L o e e T T Tl

FrCagmm

REPAIRS & RESTORATION

Veneer Repairs, French Polishing

CANEWORK & RUSH SEATING

p L g

LA s E A=y e i ERRE LT Y g LR ke =t ] LAty Tlsd

R A

ANTIQUE FURNITURE

AR e EC TN U]

Hand stripping & Re-finishing
Wood-turning

LA

Danish Cord & Seagrass

Guye Roberts
MASTHEAD
Parsonage Road
Newton Ferrers
Plymouth
DEVON PL8

Website : www.guye.co.uk
Email : guye@guye.co.uk

Tel: 01752 872805
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The Boutique
where style is standard

Ladies ‘ Shoes

Fashion Clothing

Handbags

Accessories I}I

Jewellery

Hair Pieces/
Fascinators ,.f

\_.i Lff | / :
OAS]] /(]
32 Lower Street, Dartmouth

Tel: 01803 833233
www.danielli.co.uk

INTERESTED IN LOCAL HISTORY?

HERE’S ONE FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF

‘THE LIFE AND DEATH OF THE LIVERPOOL
BARQUE DRYAD ( 1874-91)

This is story of the sailing ship Drvad,
which came to a tragic end smashed
on the rocks at Start Point during the
Great blizzard of 1891.

It has been reviewed far and wide:

'a splendid book' U.S. dept. of the inlerior.

‘ a must have’ S.W. maritime history soc.
‘excellent and very readable’ Sea Breezes magazine.

Written and researched by local author and diver
Henry Alexander; it is available from Thurlestone,
Bantham and Churchstow stores, local beokshops, or
from the author. Price: £12.93

Henry can be contacted at

Aune Cross Lodge, Bantham

Tel: 01548 561182

YOU ARE IN

STAGS COUNTRY!

We currently have many applicants seeking property
in the areas of

THURLESTONE - BANTHAM - BUCKLAND

If you are thinking of selling
we would be delighted to hear from you.

For further information on our discreet confidential
‘market appraisals without cost or obligation cail us now
01548 853131

k

yinasoricoca@stans.co.u s

www stags.co.uk




= It was a beautiful Spring morning
when we assembled at Plym
Bridge for our riverside walk to
Shaugh Prior on 2™ April. This
was the first time that Tramps had walked
the Plym Trail in several years and we
soon realised how much we had missed the
attractions of this scenic riverside walk. The
river sparkled and our group of nine walkers
enjoyed the profusion of spring flowers and
blossoms and glimpses of wildlife all along
the river banks. Our canine companion was
in and out of the river at every opportunity
and usually managed to soak nearby walkers
after emerging from the water! At Bickleigh
we left the river for a brief detour but soon
rejoined the river for the remainder of the
walk to Shaugh Bridge. Here we enjoyed our
picnic at an idyllic spot on the river bank and

recharged our batteries for the return journey.

Taking the road from Shaugh Bridge we
climbed a steep gradient to join the Plym
Valley cycle path that runs along the track
of the old Great Western Railway Line

from Plymouth to Yelverton. This trail now
provides an easy route back along a level
paved surface for walkers, horse riders and
cyclists all the way to Plym Bridge and into
Plymouth. This route has been made even
casier recently by an extension to the path
straight through Bickleigh and avoiding

the detour through the village that was
previously necessary. The highlight of the
return journey was a stop at the National
Trust facility on the Cann Viaduct near Plym
Bridge that provided telescopic viewing of
peregrine falcons and other birds, including
ravens feeding their young on a nest on the
distant quarry face. This provided a fitting
culmination to a near-perfect Tramp walking
day under idyllic conditions in the Devon
countryside and was enjoyed by all.

Graham Durant

Thirteen TRAMPS (including

two of the canine variety) gathered
.~ _ at the lay-by just outside Slapton

e illage on the 19® April - a clear,

bright and increasingly warm morning. The

group quickly got into its stride, skirting the

F
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western edge of the village and climbing
‘gently’ to the former school which is now
a residential centre for environmental
education.

Keeping to virtually traffic-free lanes, we
aimed for Merrifield Cross, then started
the descent to North Mill, a bridging point
on the River Gara, passing through the
delightful hamlet of Hansel on the way.
The bridge provided a perfect backdrop for
a group photo-call, and a short lecture from
one of our leaders about the journey of the
Gara from its source near Blackawton to
Higher Ley near Strete Gate.

Another (not quite so gentle) climb took

us out of the valley in the direction of
Burlestone Farm. This section of the walk
oftered superb southerly views of Start Bay
as far as the lighthouse. On reaching Gara
Mill the walkers were given the option of a
short diversion into Burlestone Wood to see
the flora, fauna and geological rarities on
display there. However, by this time the
hills and the heat must have been taking their
toll since the majority vote was in favour of
continuing the journey to ensure arrival at the
designated hostelry before last orders!

A steady uphill slog brought us to a footpath
through agricultural land from Buckland

to Pollard’s Combe. Several stiles had to

be negotiated, at least two of which were
not very dog-friendly. Thus there were
opportunities for some of us to practise our
team-building skills as our rather sturdily-
built canine companions had to be carefully
man-handled over the obstacles and gently
lowered on the other side - a challenging feat
at this stage of the proceedings!

At this point in our journey cries of “Are you
sure this is a short walk?” and “How many
more hills?” persuaded the leaders that the
most direct route to the inn was the sensible
choice in order to avoid mutiny in the ranks!
Thus, the Tower Inn was reached in good
time and the charming beer garden provided
the perfect setting for our well-earned
refreshments.

Val & Graham Palmer
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In spite of a rather contradictory
@, weather forecast, the morning of
@ the 26™ April dawned fine and
9 clear, with none of the threatened
rain. A little cooler than the
previous week, it was ideal for walking.

Leaving the Cider Press Centre at Dartington,
we enjoyed our usual riverside walk, with the
obligatory wave at the steam train en route to
Buckfastleigh as it passed us by. Flowers of
wild garlic surrounded us along the way, with
quite a few late primroses, and a wonderful
carpet of bluebells greeted us in the woods.
The dogs were able to indulge themselves
with numerous dips in the river.

A diversion at Staverton - over the lovely old
bridge and along the railway line - took us
into the village for lunch at the Sea Trout Inn.
Here a pleasant hour was spent around a
large table in the garden before returning to
pick up the remainder of the route back to
Dartington. We had covered a little over six
miles.

Christine Hammer

Wednesday 16 May saw the

. dawning of a rather cloudy Spring
i day, although we were rewarded
with some warm sunshine later on.
Eight bold walkers (no dogs this time, though
they were invited!) assembled at Coleton
Fishacre, in an area of truly outstanding
natural beauty, and set off in the direction of
Kingswear on a circular walk, arriving back
at Coleton Fishacre for a more leisurely stroll
(much needed) through the beautiful gardens
to the tea-rooms of this National Trust
establishment. There was then a chance to
visit the house, designed in 1925 for Rupert
and Lady Dorothy d’Oyly Carte.

About half an hour after setting off we
arrived at a valley which must be one of the
prettiest in South Devon. Unfortunately we
were just too late for the carpet of primroses,
everything being at least a month earlier this
year. A steep climb down and back up the
other side brought us to a cliff path where
we stopped to admire the magnificent vistas
across the bay to Dartmouth and the Castle.
We followed this path, which was adorned
with many varieties of colourful wild flowers
and plants, eventually arriving at the Coastal
Watch station. Here we were made most
welcome, and appreciated the opportunity to
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learn about the day-to-day operations of the
station. The final stage of the journey was
the strenuous coastal path, where a picnic
was enjoyed on a bank of bluebells and
campions, from where we were able to
watch at least five seals playing on the
nearby rocks. Sighs of relief were heard
when we came upon the gate leading into
the gardens and the last trek back up to the
house. A truly beautiful walk not to be
missed.

4

Jenny Sherrington

Our walk on Tuesday 22nd May
explored a beautiful section of the
wooded Avon Valley, with its mass
of wild flowers, from the hilltop
village of Loddiswell; and the weather was
perfect as we parked in the free car park at
Loddiswell. There were 11 of us in total plus
2 labrador dogs. We set off past the church,
along the walled lane to Ham Butts, and
onwards to Read’s Farm where we joined a
signed public footpath. The footpath took us
to a stile, and from there we then followed
a delightful brook downhill to a small
footbridge which was not easy to find - a
large tree had fallen just by the footbridge
and we had to negotiate our way around this.
Crossing the footbridge, we continued down
to the bank of the River Avon, where we
followed the delightful footpath up-river to
Silverton Bridge.

We then followed the old rail-track bed
downstream, where the trees provided a
beautiful arch over us, to Loddiswell station.
Now a private house, it was built in 1893
and is instantly recognisable by the GWR
cream and brown paint and characteristic
stonework. By the station, we were warned
not to wake the dormice who live in the
nesting boxes attached to trees by the
footpath. We followed the iane down-river
past the Avon Mill Garden Centre to New
Mill Bridge. Crossing the main Kingsbridge
Road, we continued over several fields,
braving a large herd of cows with a rather
large bull, and on to Hatch Bridge.

Our return to Loddiswell took us uphill over
several fields. Rests were obligatory on the
way up so that we could look back to savour
the wonderful views over the Avon Valley.
After 5.5 miles, the Loddiswell Inn beckoned
us in for some well-earned refreshments.

Lisa White
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Grey Matter

A BOTTLE OF WINE to the first all correct entry drawn on 30 June
2007. Please submit entries to: 5 Mead Lane, Thurlestone, TQ7 3PB
(or email: cgqwonthenet@themead.co.uk).

Quiz: (These are not trick questions)

1. Name the one sport in which neither the spectators nor the participants know the
score or the leader until the contest ends.

2. What famous North American fandmark is constantly moving backward?

3. Of all vegetables, only two can live to produce on their own for several growing
seasons. All other vegetables must be replanted every year. What are the only two
perennial vegetables?

4. What fruit has its seeds on the outside?

5. In many liguor stores, you can buy pear brandy, with a real pear inside the bottle.
The pear is whole and ripe, and the bottle is genuine; it hasn't been cut in any way.
How did the pear get inside the bottle?

6. Only three words in standard English begin with the letters "dw" and they are all
common words. Name two of them.

7. There are 14 punctuation marks in English grammar. Can you name at least half of
them?

8. Name the only vegetable or fruit that is never sold frozen, canned, processed,
cooked, or in any other form except fresh.

9. Name 6 or more things that you can wear on your feet beginning with the letter
IIS'II

|

! You are standing outside a room.
‘ There are 3 light switches on the wall.

Only one of them turns on the light in the room.

' You are only allowed to enter the room once to check the light.
i How can you determine which is the right switch?

Last month’s bottle of wine goes to Rodney Horn of Thurlestone ~ There were no

all correct entries, but Rodney’s was the closest. The solutions fo the Cryptic Quiz:

1. Sage 2. Marigold 3. Iris 4. Paw Paw 5. L Caraway 6. Lily of the Valley 7. Stocks 8. Soloman’s Seal 9. Pineapple
10. Lemon Baim 11. Blue Bell 12. Pear 13. Larkspur 14. Mint 15. Kingcup 16. Thyme 17. Damson 18. Arrowroot

19. Red Hot Poker 20. Chilli 21. Banana 22. Bulrush 23. Camellias 24. Sloe 25. Parsley 26. Lovage 27.Rhubarb 28.

Dandelion 29. Cumin 30. Speedwell 31. Wallflower 32. Hollyhock 33. Verbena 34. Basil
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AUNE CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Siltation Symposium

It is with great regret that the Aune Conservation Association has to announce the
cancellation of the symposium on siltation of the Avon Estuary scheduled for 1 June.
The decision was taken owing to the relatively small number of people registering for the
meeting by the closing date and is no reflection on the high quality of the work that has
been carried out during this research programme.

Much of the work that has not yet been described in public will be presented, instead, as
part of the ACA's forthcoming series of evening lectures, as detailed below.. The committee
hopes you will be abie to come along to those lectures as an alternative to attending the
symposium. We hope to draw together the different threads of this research and the iocal
observations that John Crawford had so painstakingly collected in the autumn. In addition,
a written report will be prepared in due course for general circulation, separate from any
academic papers that are likely to be published.

August Lectures

Monday 6" : The Ecology of Bigbury Bay - Brian Ashby & Gordon Waterhouse
Monday 13" : Siltation of the Avon Estuary (Part 1 : The Influences of Land & Sea)
- Will Blake & Reg Uncles
Monday 20" : Flushing Pollution from the Avon - Stuart Watts & Sally Hope-Johnson
All at 7.30 pm in Thurlestone Parish Hall
£3 Entry (children free) Refreshments available

ACA Ram Roast

ACA members and their guests are invited to come along to the
ACA Ram Roast
Folly Hill Farm, Bigbury on Sea
Thursday 14 June at 6.30 pm
that John Tucker has kindly agreed to host
BYOB and glasses
Cost £6 per person
(payable in advance to the ACA c/o Mike Garton-Sprenger
on 01548 810920 or at m.gartonsprenger@btopenworld.com).

| look forward to seeing you all, and your friends as well, at as many of these events
as you can manage to attend

Stuart Watts (Chairman)
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* Hand Finished Pine
1 *Contemporary Oak
| * Painted Furniture .
* Lamps, Mirrors, Pictures

KINGSBRIDGE PINE

4 Ebrington Street
KINGSBRIDGE TQ7 1DE

5 ROOMS OF QUALITY
FURNITURE
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Tel/Fax 01548 856002

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

Open Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri 9am to 5pm Weds:3at 9am to 1pm

LOOKING
FOR QUALITY
" PLANTS AND
SERVICE
TO MATCH ?

YOUR ANSWER LIES AT |
AVON MILL GARDEN CENTRE
1M THE PEACEFUL AVON YALLEY,

EXCELLENT COFFEE SHOP-
CHILDRENS ADVENTURE PLAYGROUNCD,
TRANQUIL RIVERSIDE SETTING,

AVON MILL

GARDEN CENTRE
TEL 01548 550338

WooDLEIGH ROAD LooDoiaw ELL KINGANRIDERK t=1,]

ORDWIS
W o R
Christian Bookshop

& Resource Centre
41 Fore Street, Kingsbridge

Special stock of Greetings Cards
& Gifts available

Christian books, cards, gifts & music.
Over 75,000 titles available to order
within 24 hours.

Open Mor-Sar 10.00-4.00

Telephone 01548 856571
Fax 01548 856573
E Mail wordwise@fish.co.uk




S ———

[ ]
Abbeyfield
T pataae find ca}emhousing

Abbeyfield House Saffron Park Kingsbridge.

where residents can live independent
lives but with support and companionship.

A Bed-Sitting Room with Shower-
Room ensuite
Waiting list applications accepted

| Price [approx £180] on application

| includes Central heating and Full Board
provided by a Resident

. Housekeeper/Cook.,

f Please appty for viewing 1o:-
| Hon. Sec. Mrs E.J.Mills
(11548 B56976

A home, support and Companionship

GRASSHOPPER
GARDEN SERVICES .

FOR ALL YOUR

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,
HEDGE CUTTING, CLEARING etc

CREATIVE DESIGN AND PLANTING
OF

|
I FLOWER BEDS, POTS AND CONTAINERS

A high standard of work guaranteed with a
personal, reliable, tidy and
knowledgeable service.

Fully Insured
17 Years
Horticultural
Experience

contact :Elaine or Jeremy

01548 810235

frer Hiderly People:

Kingsbridge Eye Care
1 The Promenade
The Quay
KINGSBRIDGE

Tel 01548 856 854

‘Look no further...

NHS and Private Eye Examinations
Everything from designer sunglasses
to low cost lens and frame packages

Contact Lens Specialists

Testing daily
inc. Sat Morns

A personal and professional

service by our Optometrists:
Nigel Frost BSc (Hons) F C.Optom,
Angela Hickman 85¢ {Hons) F.C.Optorm
Kntimryn, Poole il

LR
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H. R. ADAMS

GARDEN SERVICES

HOLIDAY PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Tree and Shrub Care
Grass Cutting
Hedge Trimming
Strimming, Pruning, Weeding

7 Parkfield Tel:
Thurlestone (11 548
Kingsbridge 560 664

Devon TQ7 3NW




THURLESTONE
GOLF CLUB

CAPTAIN’S
I NEWSLETTER

I’m already into my 3™ month of my Captaincy.
The weather has been wonderful and we are well
into the golf and tennis season.

We started on the 1st April with "The Captains
Drive In" and “Fun Day". With heavy betting
that my drive would not make it over the road,
and with knees trembling, I managed to drive off
the 1* tee and surprised everyone (myself
included) when the ball landed on the green!
Although no-one had predicted this magical feat,
Roy Townsend won the bottle of malt whisky
for being the nearest.. I will leave it to the Lady
Captain to describe her drive. Earlier in the day
we had a mixed four-ball better-ball which was
won by Pam Adams and Nick Bowles with 49
points. The day was great fun, raising over £500
for the "The Children’s Hospice South West".

Other competitions in April were the rescheduled
3 clubs and putter, played on a glorious spring
Saturday and won by John Baker with 41 points,
with Jono Franke, on a visit from university in
Scotland, second overall (40 points). The April
Stableford was won by Martin Adams with a
great score of 44 points to beat Roger Seymour
by a peint into second place. In Division 1, Dan
Knight just pipped Simon Gibbens. .

A good field turned out for the Easter Monday
Mixed Greensomes with some excellent scores
being recorded. Lindsey and Alan Mann won
from Phillip and Vera Pailthorpe with 46
points. Third were Hamish and Pattie McPhie
(44 pts); fourth on count back from Sue and past
Captain Alec Esplin were Keith and Denise
Crawford (43 pts); and sixth in the prizes were
Paul Milburn-Fryer and Midge Henderson.
The Scratch Matchplay Qualifier and April
medal was played in calm but slightly misty
conditions, and there was a wealth of below par
scoring. Graham Smith produced an excellent
net 63, but late in the day young Jack Wallace
produced the round of his life with a gross 64
which would have certainly been a new course
record if it had been off the white tees. Jack
recorded seven birdies plus a hole-in-one at the
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par three 17th. The following players qualified
for the Scratch Matchplay event: Jack Wallace,
Stephen Pike, Keith Crawford, Mark Knight,
Chris Jones, Peter Chapman, Chris Johnson
& Alistair Whalley.

With the lighter evenings we were able to have
our first Captains’ Dinner and Fun competition.
Those who attended enjoyed the light-hearted
evening, with the winners Fiona and John
Jacobs scoring 24 points over nine holes, just
pipping an excellent round from Pam Adams
& Malcolm Franke on 23 points. Fiona scored
five points on the first and third holes leaving her
husband (who only scored on two holes) rather
embarrassed to collect their prize. The evening
was again all in aid of the Captains’ Charity.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE
CAPTAINS’ CHARITY DRAW 2007 - “A
WEEK’S VILLA HOLIDAY IN SOUTHERN
SPAIN” which has been generously donated by
Linda Kendall. The villa is situated at the
Desert Springs Resort Almanzora in Southern
Spain; it will sleep up to eight people and affords
the opportunity to try one of Spain’s best Golf
Complexes. Please check it out for yourselves at
www.estrellaville.com and www.almanzora.com
The Draw tickets are available at £1.00 each and
are eligible for a bar raffle on the day of issue,
which will be drawn when 25 tickets have been
sold - typical prize will be a bottle of whisky and
winners’ names will be posted in the bar. All
tickets sold are eligible for the main draw for the
week’s villa holiday which will take place at the
Club Presentation Evening on 11® November
2007. All monies other than prize money will go
to “The Children’s Hospice South West”.

As Chairman of the Greens Committee, I would
like to compliment our Greens Staff, headed by
Vic Dyer, for the course being in such excellent
condition for the start of the new season. Already
several local clubs have visited us for Matches
and expressed pleasure in playing the course —
this only enhances our reputation in the area.

In my next newsletter I plan to give you more
reports about our Palairet team. However, I have
pleasure in announcing that Peter Eva has been
elected as the new Palairet team captain for 2007
as we will be losing Keith Crawford who has
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held this title for the past three years. Once again,
thank you Keith for all that you have done during
this period and a warm welcome to Peter — let’s
hope we make it to the final this year!

Nigel Holland

LADY CAPTAIN’S

NEWSLETTER

We have been so lucky with the good weather
over the last couple of months with April being
especially dry and warm; this has meant that we
have been able to play all our competitions.

March’s club morning commenced with a Texas
Scramble, the winning team of Rona Burgoyne,
Sheila Harrison, Daisy Sanders and Jenny
Sherrington gaining 32.1 points, and pipping
the team of Ann Best, Shirley Worrall, Jane
Stanley and Jane Mason who returned 32.9
points. After the competition a very successful
Bring and Buy sale was held which raised
£485.75p for the Travel Fund.

The March Foursomes Stableford and Killard
Leavy was won by Ann Williams and Dawn St.
Pier (36 pts) from Liz Line and Shirley Worrall
(35 pts). However the qualifiers for the Killard
Leavy were Trish Cooper and Pam Ledger with
32 points who go to Tiverton in September to
play in the finals.

1* April saw the Captains’ Drive-In, after a
lively mixed competition played over 18 holes.
Both Nigel and I had to take our respective drives
off the first tec. Although Nigel drove the green,
my ball stopped short of a bunker on the left
hand side of the fairway. Lindsey Fletcher won
a bottle of bubbly for being nearest.

Following a 3 Clubs and a Putter competition,
played in teams of three - the winners of which
were Pattie McPhie, Lesley Davey and Jo
Crispin (50 pts) from Val Pearce, Bunny
Clarke, and Maureen Groves (48 pts) - an
Easter Bonnet Parade was held with a variety
of Faster Eggs as prizes. There were prizes for
the prettiest, the most original,the funniest and
the most useful golf hat. The judges were the
Club Captain Nigel Holland and a Past Lady
Captain Val Brown. The ladies participated
wholeheartedly. Oh, what a task the judges

had with so many wonderful creations. Audrey
Grose managed a chicken on her head, winning
the funniest prize; most original was won by
Joyce Drummond; the busiest by Bunny

VILLAGE VOICE

The community magazine of Bantham, Buckland, and Thurlestone

Clarke; the best in which to play golf went to
Sheila Reed, but the overall winner was Jenny
McKeague for the prettiest hat. Well done all
those ladies who participated in both the )
competition and the Parade. i
Congratulations go to the following competitors
- Louise Horn who triumphed in the Stableford
Winners Cup, (where the competitors are only
those ladies who have won a Stableford during
the past twelve months), with 36 points from
Trish Cooper on countback from Lesley Davey
(34 pts). Liz Line and Mary Wilkes with 39
points won the Coronation Foursomes from
Eileen Holtand and Pat Cope (38 pts). The
winners go forward to play at Exeter in August.
Finally, the Betty Ord Trophy was won by
Wendy Stewart with a net 67. Beth Peters
(14yrs) who has recently gained her CONGU
handicap also came in with a 67, but was
ineligible to win the Trophy. However, she was
able to win the medal and have her handicap cut.
Beth has a great future ahead - 1 wish her well.

The match team events have now started with the
League first off the blocks! They commenced
with winning at home to both Churston (6-1)
and Staddon Heights (4% - 2!%) gaining a total of
17 points. The other teams - Still, Presidents, and
Sheila Creasey - commence their home matches
in May. I wish them all good luck, - play well
and enjoy. The Veterans lost their match against
Yelverton at Yelverton, but halved their home
match against Torquay. Well done, team.

In the Devon County Veteran Ladies Golf
Association’s Silver Spring Meeting, held at
Yelverton, Trish Cooper played very well to
take third place. Lindsey Fletcher also played
well to come in fourth in the Silver division of
the South West Veterans Association Spring
Meeting at Stover. Congratulations to both

of them. The first round of the Daily Mail
Foursomes played at Bigbury was won by Mary
Tregelles and Jan Brooking, but unfortunately
they lost at home in the second round against
Wrangaton. Commiserations to both of them.
Sue Laugher (Silver) and Joy Hailey (Bronze)
qualified to play in the County Medal finals

at Libbaton, but did not make it to the top in
their respective divisions. However, it was a
tremendous achievement to qualify for the finals,
and next year who knows what may happen!

I wish all of you a good summer, with plenty
of fine weather for golfing, and plenty of good
results out on the course.

Pam Ledger
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¥ At the Bridge Table %

My previous article considered the various rebids you should make after opening the bidding and
distinguished hands where partner changes the suit from those where he makes a weak (6 to 9 points
or 5 to 8 depending on your style) Limit bid of either two of your suit or one No Trump. One
important point is the general rule that a Reverse bid ( ie, a new suit above the level of two of your
first bid such as | Heart - 2 Clubs - 2 Spades) shows a strong hand.

Two examples

(A) West: S KQ9 H AK765 D KQ6 C3
East: S A2 H 43 D AJ10842 C J76
West opens and the bidding is 1H - 2D - 2S - 3D - 4NT - SH - 6D. West's bid of 2 Spades is a
Reverse which both shows his strength and conserves space. Over East's 3 Diamonds West uses
Blackwood to reach the Diamond slam.
(B) North: S QJ3 H 7 D AK54 C AK876
South: S K742 H 1098 D 72 C QJ42
The bidding by North & South goes: 1C (North) - 1S -2D - 3C - 3S - 4C - 5C. This time North's
2 Diamond bid is a Reverse, and then over 3 Clubs he tries for 3 NT (3 Spades shows 3 card support).
But South has no Heart stop so they reach the safe haven of 5 Clubs.

Conversely, the mere fact that you make no reverse or other strong bid should allow partnerships to
stop at a safe level.

Two more examples

(C) North: S QJ96 H AK876 D K42 c17
South: S73 H92 D QJ65 C J1064
Bidding: 1H by North - INT by South -Pass by North. North is not strong enough to reverse and bid
2 Spades. And he needs six cards (not five) to rebid 2 Hearts. So Pass is the answer.
(D) East: SAK876 H4 DJ32 CKlJ64
West:  S42 H 1976 D 1074 C AQ83
Bidding: 1S by East - INT - 2C - Pass. East rebids 2 Clubs, showing 5 Spades and 4 Clubs. Now
that a fit has been found West is happy to Pass. (At this point North/South should realise that their
hands are at least equal in strength to their opponents and re-open the auction.)

The hands at (B) above illustrate the point that, when playing duplicate Pairs, finding a fit in a minor
does not necessarily set the suit Jike a major. Often (because of the scoring system) No Trumps is
the target ....and there are fewer tricks needed for game! Thus the bidding should be geared to this
end. If the bidding goes 1 Diamond - 3 Diamonds - 3 Hearts, then the latter bid shows a stop in
Hearts and suggests 3NT as a contract.

With balanced hands many of us have played 15-16 points as a rebid of 1 NT, 17-18 points as 2 NT
and 19 points as 3 NT. As mentioned in the previous article, this seems cumbersome and leads to
taking up too much bidding space. Recently the thinking has changed so that one opens a suit with
15 to 17 points and rebids in No Trumps, reserving a jump rebid in No Trumps for 18-19 points. The
system change is small but can save a lot. For example, if you open a 17 point hand with 1 Heart and
partner responds 1 Spade, it is clearly dangerous to rebid 2 No Trumps. Partner may only have 6
points. The new system of NT rebids allows you to finish in 1 NT making, rather than in 2NT minus
one.

For a change my next article will be about "Thinking Defence”.
Victor
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King’s Counsellor

- The Diaries of Sir Alan (Tommy) Lascelles
edited by Duff Hart-Davis

(Weidenfield & Nicolson £25.00)

Tommy Lascelles first entered the Royal
Household in 1920 when he became private
secretary to Edward Prince of Wales. He tried
for eight years to make the prince fit to be a king
but decided the task was hopeless and resigned.
He gives a devastating retrospective assessment
of the prince’s character.

In 1934 he was made assistant private secretary

to King George V and served the royal family

for some seventeen years but when the Prince

of Wales succeeded his father, Tommy found
himself back in the service of the man from whom
he had parted company several years earlier.
Fortunately the reign of Edward VIII was short.
Tommy then worked as assistant private secretary
to George VI and in 1943 he was elevated
(slightly reluctantly) to principal private secretary.

The diaries and letters in this book cover the
period 1935 to 1981 and in particular throw a
fascinating light on George VI and his wartime
relationship with Winston Churchill. All the
important visitors who came to have an audience
with the sovereign were first received by Lascelles
whose job it was to put them at their ease before
the meeting. There are thus many ‘snapshots’

of foreign potentates, statesmen, ambassadors,
politicians, soldiers, bishops, et al. He had a
unique overview of the lives of royalty and the
cabinet, and also of military strategy during
World War Two. Mostly living and working at
Buckingham Palace he travelled extensively with
the king. His loyaity and discretion did not waver
and developed into a warm affection for both the
king and queen. Following George VI’s death, he
worked as private secretary for the first year of
Elizabeth IT’s reign.

Threaded through the story there are lots of
glimpses into his happy personal life with his wife
and family. In this chronicle of royal service it is
clear that this scholarly but kind and unpompous
man was by no means the sycophantic courtier
and was not afraid to tell the story as he saw it,
most interestingly and with much dry wit. He
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retired when he was 66 and died in 1981 at the
age of 94.

Keeping Mum - A Wartime Childhood
by Brian Thompson
(Atlantic Books £7.99)

How Brian Thompson can write of his traumatic
childhood circumstances with such enormous
humour is fantastic. Surviving and thriving despite
very cold dysfunctional parents, he has the ability
to observe and record in delightful detail the
adults and children with whom he comes into
contact in the time between 1940 and the early
post-war years.

His father, who works as a telephone linesman,
and his depressive mother, whom he describes

as a “arather crazy Vivien Leigh”, hate each
other. His mother’s unstable mental condition
prevents a close relationship with her son, and his
discouraging and bullying father was often absent.
His early years were spent in Cambridge where,
by 1942, the US air force had arrived in quantity
....and his mother found their company c¢ongenial.
Because of his parents’ problems, and at the
height of the London blitz, he was shunted around
amongst a swarm of eccentric but kindly relatives
in Lambeth and other London boroughs. At this
time his father was on active service as an RAF
navigator.

Eventually, when back living at Cambridge, a
scholarship to the grammar school becomes the
passport for him to enter the world of learning,
on which he thrives. But as soon as he gains ten
GCSEs, his overbearing father gets him a job as
a Telegram Boy. Fortunately, his ex-headmaster
intervenes, brings pressure to bear on his father,
and the lad returns to school Sixth Form.

And here the book ends, with Brian on the
threshold of young adulthood, and with this reader
wanting to hear more! In all the story there is not
one shred of self-pity; the bock is full of positive
humour. It’s a ‘laugh out loud’ type of book and
atonic. A sequel will shortly be published - more
of that anon.

Pat Macdonald
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SAFFRON
PRIVATE HIRE

(Proprietor: } Peacock)
Travel over any distance

Shopping, Airports, Stations
air conditioned vehicle

Personal Service
Safe, Comfortable &Convenient

Assistance given to
elderly & disabled by
mature experienced driver
retired emergency
Ambulance Man

01 548 853 900

SOUTHWEST
UPHOLSTERY SERVICES

Paul & Debbie Tucker

RE-UPHOLSTERY
SPECIALISTS

Domestic furniture
Antique & Modern
Large selection of fabrics

Formerly at 55 Church Street
NOW at:

Fairfields Workshop
Wallingford Road
Kingsbridge
Tel: 853090

THE SALON

Hairdressing for
men and women

Cindy and The Salon
team welcome clients
old and new

Piercing Room now Open

...we are always
pleased to see you !

43 Fore St

Kingsbridge 01 548 852 128

f'

The British Chiropady Assodiatlon,

Heistered with the HPC.
et

podis

Visiting chiropody service
for the South Hams

DOUGLAS V. SMITH

PSS Cho L BEChoa,

For a comprehensive chiropody
sorvice in the comfort of your
own hamea

For epuiries and appointments;
pleass telepbone

01548 561304 .nytime

fanvdmrphona when ot on cal

chiro




M.G.M.

LANDSCAPES

All aspects of
Landscaping:

- Walls
- Patios
- Pergolas
- Ponds
- Decking

Creating complete Gardens:

- Planting - Turfing
- Maintaining the finished Garden

HND in Horticulture
Established 20 Years

Tel: 01 548 550754

QUALIFIED
CHIROPODIST °
VISITIN G PRACTICE

Liz Powell MSSCh MBChA
Grenville Cottage
Grenville Road
Salcombe, S. Devon
TQS8 8BJ

For appointment telephone:
01548 842062

[{reatment of corns, callouses, verruecae,
athlete’s foot etc and advice on general
foot care

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE AND M.O.T.TESTING STATION

BLIGHT
ENGINEERING

BANTHAM CARACE, THURLESTONE
(Tek Kingshridye S60220)

BRITANNTA RESCUE SERVICE

~ ACCIDENT REPAIRS
fcamiod out by ourssockind compamy) BETRAT,
J. . AUTOBODIES s
Approvnd ropairers for all g brinms compunes
ku_ _Ihﬂﬂﬁﬂhﬂll:hnniqlﬂﬂmd&mﬂwﬂ ,)

SERVICING&MECHANICAL REPAIRS OF ALL MAKES

Engine Reconditioning and Transmission Overhauls

WHEEL BALANCING ON CAR

24 HWour vehicle RECOVERY and COLLECTION SERVICE

MOWERE & CULTIVATORS SERVICED




Weather Wag

¢ seem to have leapt from Spring to
\ N } Autumn in just a few hours. Such is

the vagary of our weather systems
in the north Atlantic. The jet stream has
slipped again, or is it the far reaching effects
of an El Nino which is already causing some
problems world wide? Whatever it is, [ don’t
like it. Iblame the arrival of my eldest
step-son Alistair, who has come home for a
holiday from Madagascar. It always rains
when he comes! At least there have been
some useful amounts of rain which we really
needed for the gardens and fields. The South
East of the country too can be more assured
of a water supply in the summer now, which
is a change for them.

Useful amounts of rain I say! With 20mm

in about 4 hours yesterday (14™ May) we are
now well blessed with the stuff of life. The
Ten Tors adventure was sadly but very wisely
abandoned and all the youngsters are safely
back at schoo! and parents much relieved.

My total rainfall in April was 17.5mm, while
yesterday produced 20mm. The weeds pull
up more easily now, but the grass grows ever
faster.

I have a new and up-to-date reference book
entitled Climate. Compiled by three authors,
it contains some quite explicit information
on climate as it stands now. It also includes
conjectures about the future and gives many
scenarios as to what may happen, where and
when. With the topic of rain in our minds
just now I thought I would give you a sample
of their ideas about our future and RAIN.

Rain really means ‘Water Supply’, either for
plants and animals in their natural habitats,
replenishing the land or the oceans, and
aiding our usage in the best possible way.

“Earth’s changing climate will affect the
world’s water supply in many far-reaching
ways. It will influence water temperatures,
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By Jan Turner

¢

weather systems and the amount of water in
streams, rivers and aquifers. Changes in the
world’s water - how much, where and when
it is available - are a matter of universal
concern.”

This is a very telling statement, don’t you
think? Whether or not you are convinced of
the theory of Climate Change something is
happening out there that we, at the moment,
have not yet grasped. I believe we must very
soon identify the key causes, and come up
with realistic solutions.

Baden Powell gave the Boy Scouts the motto
“Be prepared”. Perhaps it is not such a bad
idea in relation to the problem of Global
Warming. 1 know that I have written about
GW before but in this issue I would like to
draw your attention to an interesting item
relating to wild-life.

The particular creature is the SALMON,
particularly those in the North Pacific area.
Animal and plant species in general are
vulnerable to very slight changes in their
habitat which can lead to them suffering
deprivations and possible extinction. With
the salmon, and its associated species like
amphibians (frogs, toads and newts) their
extreme sensitivity to variations is critical to
their survival. For example, they depend on
vernal (springtime) pools and stream flow,
and are sensitive to variations in moisture.
These are affected by climate change in that
warming speeds and evaporation can cause
some areas to become drier. The little
animals don’t like it!

So, back to the salmon. The wild salmon is
a symbol of the Pacific North-West region
of the United States. Salmon have long been
central to the area’s native American culture
and are important to the regional economy,
both in the United States and Canada.
However, the salmon in this area share their
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ancestral rivers with a rising tide of human
population and contend with scores of
dams that support a large agricultural system.
The eight dams on the lower Columbia

and Snake rivers provide 60% of all the
electricity produced in the Pacific North-
West and help to ensure the irrigation
essential to the region’s multi-billion dollar
agricultural industry. Yet salmon, also an
essential part of the economy, have been
brought to the edge of extinction.

Salmon like cold water: it is rich in oxygen,
inhibits diseases and lowers fish metabolism,
making a long migration easier. Salmon
swim upstream to spawn, generally in
autumn and winter, and the young fish
migrate to the sea in spring and summer.

Before the region’s first hydro-electric dam
was built in the 1930s, the salmon were
already in decline due to overfishing and
destruction of habitats by pollution from
mining and logging, among other causes.
Dams have also affected water levels,
temperature, turbulence and nutrient flows
on the Columbia River. Climate change and
withdrawal of water for use in irrigation
have had their own impact on temperature,
water levels, water quality and river flow,
increasing the stress on salmon - and not only
in the Pacific North-West. Europe’s wild
Atlantic salmon too are sensitive to increases
in water and air temperature, and they also
are showing the effects of climate change.
Some scientists predict that Atlantic salmon
may soon become locally extinct at the
southern edge of their current range, at the
same time that they establish new habitats
further to the north.

For many years competing agencies have
battled to find a balance of interests. Many
remedies have been tried and tested with
varying levels of cooperation and varying t
results. Now, with the added complication
of Climate Change, the task of trying to
preserve what is a way of life and a source
of income in the area is increasingly difficult.
My book concludes this little item with the
following paragraph.

“Given the many pressures on salmon, it
is not clear how they will adapt to changing
climate — or whether they will adapt at all.
The effect of climate change on ocean
temperatures, flows and nutrients is poorly
understood. If climate change forces a
choice among salmon, farming, and hydro-
power interests, as some experts predict,
hydro-power is unlikely to lose”.

So what do you think? Is all this hoo-ha just
a blip, a flash in the pan, or is there a very
serious problem looming only just in our line
of sight? And what are we going to do about
it? Or will we be able to do anything about
it? Shall we wait and see, or shall we be
pro-active in our thoughts and life-styles?

I could go on, but really we have heard it all
before, and that may be the essence of it.
Familiarity breeds contempt and we all just
shrug our shoulders and carry on as before.
Or perhaps not this time? We’ll see.

Anyway, keep catching the rain, watch out
Sor sunburn all you follically-challenged
gardeners, and mind your backs whilst
digging in God’s good earth.

Jan Turner

( SMILES

| Time flies like an arrow: fruit flies like a banana.
A will is a dead giveaway. A lot of money is tainted: ‘taint yours and ‘taint mine.
If you jump off a bridge in Paris you are in Seine. A calendar’s days are numbered.
A grenade exploded on a kitchen floor in Paris. Result? Linoleum Blownapart.

VILLAGE VOICE The co ity ine of B

A backward poet writes inverse.
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PARISH

PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman

Vice - Chairman
Pansh Clerk

District O.o:a&.:oﬁ
County Councillor

Members

Tree Warden

PARISH HALL Chairman
Bookings

PARISH OF THURLESTONE SOCIETY (P.O.T.S.)

RECTOR

CHURCH MEETING ROOM
CHURCHWARDENS
PLOUGHMANS LUNCH (1" Friday)
SEARCHLIGHT (Tuesdays Formightly)

LUNCH CLUB (Other Fridays)

Meetings take place on Mondays, See dates on Diary page overieaf

COFFEE TIME (Monday & Wednesday 1030 -11.30 am) Contact Liz Webb

FRIENDS OF THURLESTONE CHURCH
BOWLS CLUB

AUNE CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION
BANTHAM SAILING CLUB

BANTHAM SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB
BRIDGE CLUBS 7 p.mi Wednesdays and Fridays

THURLESTONE GOLF CLUB
TENNIS SECTION

KEEP FIT

TAl CHI

HORTICULTURAL SHOW (annual)
PROBLS

SOUTH HAMS SPINNERS, WEAVERS, & DYERS

Chairman Mare Lepere
Contact  Brenda Murch
Comtact  Vida Alexander
Contact John Lonsdale

Contact Tom Treuder

Contact  Pat Crawford

Kit Marshall 560214
Andrew Rhymes 560564
Cathy Tavender (Davtime) 01392 - 385161
(Evening) 852132
Shonaugh Rankin 561185
Sir Simon Day 01752 - 691212
Dale Came 562089
David Hugo 562267
Peter Hurrell 560496
Andrew Rhymes 560364
Geoffrey Stidston 560695
Charles Mitchelmore 560602
Ron Parkin 561215
Judith Le Grice 562135
Chairman  Chris White 3560505
Rev. Andrew Girling 562219
Office 561246

Peter Williams  (560672) Liz Webb (560090)

UNDER S5s (Wednesdays)
FILLMS FOR ALL (Tuesdays Forinightly) ROCK CLUB (Thursdays)

560090
Contact Kit Marshall 560214
Contact  Eileen Dayment 560051
Chairman Stuart Watts 810373
Contact Hugh Carer 560393
Clubhouse 560447
Coniact  Dorothy Stone 560708
Secretary / Manager  Terry Gibbons 560403

(208 671 4155

560487

561182

560742

560893

560688

DIRECTORY

TRAMP (Thurlesione Ramblers) Contact Madeleine Radford 560867
W.L 2 30 pm Parish Hall Contact Karen Livett 560131
Second Thursday monthly (except August)
TEAMAKERS INTERNET CAFE Wednesdays 2 pm -4 pm Yeo Room
(Computer Club) TUITION (Individual) Wednesdays 2 pm-4 pm Yeo Room
Contacts : Robin Macdonald 560436 Michael Barnes 562112 Chris White 560505
John Beven 562074 Graham Durant 560007 June Murry 561398
HEALTH CENTRES Kingsbridge 0844 477 8953 Salcotube 842284
MILK DELIVERY R. Bruckner & Son 01803 - 832801
NEWSPAPER DELIVERY Dave & Sandra Edmonds 01548 - 853132
VILLAGE SHOP  Thurlestone Village Shop M, T, Th, F, 800 am -530pm 561917
Wednesday, 8.00 am - 1.00 pm
(Bank Holidays open from 8.00 am - 4.00 pm) Saturday, 800 am - 100pm
Sunday, 830 am - 1.00 pm

(NB. The 1 .00 pm closing times may sometimes be extended during school holidays and at weekends)

THURLESTONE POST OFFICE 561917
Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.00 am - 530pm Wed, Sat 9 00am - 1.00 pm

Postal collections: 4 15 pm Monday - Friday, 10.30 am Saturday; 11900 am Sunday

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH Co-ordinator Charles Mitchelmore 560602
POLICE Maithew Blackmore (Community Support Officer) 842107  Or mobile 08456 - 567890

08705-777-144
0800-555-111

Emergency 999
Minicom users 01392 - 452935

Non-emergency calls
Confidential infonnaticn

RUBBISH COLLECTION
Monday (But Tuesday in Bank Holiday Monday weeks)
Coioured (White, Blue) Sack collections (recyclables) and

Brown Wheelies - alternate Mondays from 4 June
Grey Wheelies - dlternate Mondays from 11" June

RECYCLING CENTRE (Torr Quarry Site, Totnes Road)
Opening Hours Monday to Friday & 00 am - 4 30 pm Saturday & Sunday 10.00 am - 4 30 pm
PUBLIC TRANSPORT INFORMATION LINE

For ALL bus, rail, or National Express Coach timetable information call TRAVELINE
Open EVERY day (except Christmas Day) 700 am to S 00 pm
DevonBus publications may be obtained by phoning 01392 382800 ox by e-mail to devonbus@devon gov uk

0870 608 2 608

GARAGE (Blight Engineering) Maurice Blight 560220

KINGSBRIDGE LIBRARY (Mobile Library calls alternate Wednesdays from 13" June)
11.15 - 1 1. 30arm Bantham

11.35 - 11.45am Buckland Old Chapel 11.50 - 12 15pm. Thurlestone Primary School

12.20 - 12 30pm Thurlestone Church 12 35-12.45pm Thurlestone Sands

852315

MOBILE FISH & CHIP VAN Alternate Wednesdays from 13% June 2007, from 5.00 to 6 30 pm, outside school



Andrew Hurrell

PLUMBING & HEATING
ENGINEER
; On-Tap Bathrooms
Design
Burton Farmhouse Supplies
& Garden Room Restaurant Installation
GALMPTON ~ HOPE COVE ~ SOUTH DEVON Tlllng
g ) Disabled/Elderly facilities
Bed & Breakfast
Self Catering Cottages Foracomplete
Countrv R s Bathroom make-over service
OURIY DESauan: Contact Andrew Hurrell

Private Parties and Weddings
19 Northville Park,

Telephone Anne Rossiter on 01548 561210

Fax: 01548 562257 Kingsbridge TQ7 1AR
Ermail: anne@burtonfarm.couk Phone: 01548 854411

Website: www.burtonfarm.co.uk Mobile: 07970 970387

GOT THE RIGHT GOLF EQUIPMENT?
WE CAN TELL YOU!

We now have the ultimate in club fitting equipment

VECTUR

PRO

The new Vector Pro Launch Monitor shows us the exact flight of
the ball, the distance, and the direction of the ball in our indoor
club fitting room. Combined with an extensive range of demo
clubs, this makes us the best place to come to for clubs which
maximise your golfing potential.

For club fitting or coaching call;

Thurlestone Golf Club, call 01548 560715




Len and Kate Hubbard
invite you to come and browse at

BURWOOD GALLERY

Thurlestone, Kingsbridge

Leather bags, porcelain, picture framing, pottery and woodturning

WATERCOLOURS by LEN HUBBARD
Telephone: Kingsbridge 560731



