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Village Voice  - The community magazine of Bantham, Buckland, and Thurlestone

 THE PARISH PUMP

    Nowadays a euphemism for local politics, the old
parish pump was a vital centre of the local community
where everyone had to go to collect their water for all
household usage. People met there and talked to each
other, and information was passed around. It is thanks
to local conservationists that heritage assets like this
have been preserved for future generations.

    A new initiative by Sian Williams, Kay Barry, and
Carey Ryan-Carter, members of the Neighbourhood
Plan Steering Group Heritage team, and All Saints
school, has involved the children in a guided tour     
of the heritage assets of Thurlestone village to learn
about their history and social significance. Further
trails are planned for Bantham and Buckland.

    Our front cover picture shows the children at      the
old Water Trough at Rock Hill corner, and a full
account written by Sian Williams and prepared by  
Kay Barry appears as our feature article in this issue.
We offer our congratulations to all those involved,  and
to the Thurlestone Phone Box Committee for their
support in donating local history books to the school.

    Parish Pump politics has been having a field day
over the Bantham Estate suggestions for a range of
developments within the parish published recently.
Local and national media have provided comment,
while an on-line petition organised by Chris Jones  
had attracted over 9,000 signatures by mid-March.
Though such petitions carry no weight with the
Planning authorities, they may provide some useful
evidence of public opinion about the proposals for the
originators to take into consideration for the future.

   Second thoughts usually result in better outcomes.
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Children from All Saints Thurlestone School took a step back in time earlier this month 
completing an historic trail around the village to find out about our local heritage. Children 
aged 5-8 years braved wet and windy conditions to follow the trail taking in points of 
interest such as The Thurlestone Pump House, The Cannon, The War Memorial, the 
Cobbled Road, the Phone Box and Water Troughs. The idea is to inspire the children to 
think about local history in the area; to give them some appreciation of how people used 
to live and to promote a sense of place and connection to the area they live in.   

 

A step back in time for  
Thurlestone School Children 

Written by Sian Williams 

West Buckland residents, Kay Barry and Carey Ryan-Carter compiled the trail using 
information from archived sources such as the late Peter Hurrell's book Memories  
of a Country Boy’s Life in Buckland' and Kendall McDonald’s book The Story of 
Thurlestone, Bantham and West Buckland' , as well as talking to local people. The 
children were also asked to complete a question and answer sheet to get them 
thinking about how the area has changed, both environmentally and socially. Along 
the journey they were asked to look out for the thatched roofs, the 'yoke' in the 
pump house, the granary above the steps outside the Village Inn, the plaque on the 
cannon and also some of the local names on the war memorial. These, the children 
were able to later identify in the graveyard, in particular 'Luscombe', 'Ellis', 'Dyer', 
‘Moore’ and 'Edgecombe'. Two sisters pointed out that their grandparents lived in 
'Edgecombe House' so clearly a prominent family. 

Daisy aged 7 said: ‘I learned that there used to be a Granary at the 
Village Inn and the window used to be a little door. The Granary was 

used for storing wheat and corn to make bread. It was high up so the 
rats and mice and rodents couldn’t eat it. I liked the history about 

The Cannon. I like how it said ‘loads of years later a local diver found 
The Cannon near the Thurlestone rock’. I like how The Cannon sunk in 
1772 and it was still buried in 1989 and found by a local diver. I liked 

the stories about it, about the smugglers and how they sometimes 
shone lights to put boats off course. ‘ 

 

Charlie aged 6 talking about The Pump House said, ‘I liked 
the bit where we went into the water hut. They covered the 
well up and I liked hearing about how you had to wind up the 

well bucket with a handle and a rope.’ 
Jack aged 8 said: ’I like the pump. It used to be a well, then 
a pump, then it was in pieces, then they were rebuilt. Now it 

is the Pump House’ 
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Hana aged 7 said,’ I liked the         
Phone Box because it’s changed.   
It’s a book swap now because we 
have mobile phones.’ 
Hana also said about The War 
Memorial, ‘If it was built today     
it would be built with a crane.      
In those days they did it by hand 
and cart and ropes.’ 

Tom aged 6 said,’ I liked the War 
Memorial because you can see all the 
people who have died. You can see 
how they died. They died in action. In 
war. I like the graveyard because you 
can see what you’ve heard about and 
they are under your feet.’ 
Jack aged 8 said, ‘They were local 
people. They risked their lives in the 
war. The War Memorial is to remind 
us about the people and not forget 
them.’ 

 
 
The children certainly enjoyed their morning out of the 
classroom and seemed most impressed with The Cannon 
and stories of shipwrecks and smugglers! Some of the 
children commented on The Cannon and that; "it's been 
on a massive journey, all the way across the ocean from 
Grenada, to the bottom of the ocean and then here to 
Thurlestone." One pupil offered; "it feels like we've been 
on a bit of an investigation." and "like we've gone back    
in time." Another was interested in the steps outside the 
Village Inn and simply liked, "the little steps and the tiny 
door to the granary." 

The Red Phone Box prompted much discussion about life before mobile phones 
which some children found hard to imagine. Some of this came as quite a 
revelation to the youngsters who couldn't believe that people would sometimes 
have to queue outside to wait their turn and then put coins in a machine to make   
a call!  They liked the fact that the door was very thick so people could have a 
conversation inside without those outside knowing their business! Many thanks    
to the Thurlestone Phone Box Committee who are providing funds for two Kendall 
McDonald history books for the school library. 
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James aged 7 said, ‘I liked the 
cobbled road because it’s bumpy, not 
smooth like other roads. I like that 
the cars still go on the cobbled road. 

It must be really strong.’ 

Brynn aged 7 said: ’The  rock would be slate 
on the stile. You don’t need to use the gate. 
If there’s animals in the field they can’t get 

over the stile.’  
Daisy aged 7 said, ‘You can climb over it 
instead of going through a boring gate.’ 

Iona said, ‘I think it was a good idea to have 
the water trough at the top of the hill for 

the horses so they didn’t get really thirsty.’ 

There was plenty of action along the way with children miming out the pumping of 
the water at The Pumphouse, using a two man saw and carrying the buckets on a 
yoke which helped bring it all to life for them. 
 
The trail will form part of the Parish Neighbourhood Plan's evidence base of the 
heritage assets in the parish with a view to protecting and conserving them for  
future generations. Similar trails are also being put together for Buckland and 
Bantham and will be used as a teaching resource for the school covering aspects   
of the Literacy, History and Geography curriculum. 



 

 



 

 



Parish Council Meetings
Meetings held on 6 February and 6 March, 2017

News & Comment by ‘Citizen’

In February there were six Parish Councillors, one District Councillor, a Police
representative and twelve members of the public present and in March five Parish
Councillors, the County Councillor, two District Councillors plus 28 members of the
public crammed into the Yeo Room!

OPEN FORUM 

There were two matters brought up - 
the question of a 20mph speed limit
applied to the school, and the fact that
the road past Clanacombe had its width
considerably narrowed by leaves and
hedge debris.  The Parish Council will
contact the SHDC for action on the latter.

PARISH HALL

Councillor Bronwen Zaffiro said that a
successful fund-raising piano recital had
been held in February, and the Village
Voice annual lunch for its contributors
and helpers was held in March.

HIGHWAYS

The road from Whitley Cross to
Churchstow is still flooding, with many
potholes masked by the water.  Parish
Council to remind our County Councillor,
who is already aware of the situation,
about action by Highways.  Twelve
kerbstones on the cobbled road by     the
church have been damaged by a
builder’s lorry en route to Eddystone
Road, as the result of a badly parked car. 
The builders have promised to put the
damage right. Parish Council will contact
both builder and the Yarmer Estate.

TREES

Councillor Charles Mitchelmore said    the
War Memorial trees have had their
crowns reduced and a cherry tree and
roots have been removed.  Grass seed
will be applied where needed.      
[Note: We would like to correct an error
in the last report which should have read
“Eleven leylandii are to be removed at
Sunnybank with permission of the
SHDC”, and NOT a macrocarpa, which is

to remain].

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Councillor Tony Goddard reported that
the Plan is progressing well.  At a
meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group in January, Mr Johnston
outlined his ideas for developments on
the Bantham Estate which he said were 
a response to the results of the Housing
Needs Survey, as published on the parish
website.  However, Mr Johnston’s own
analysis of the Survey results differed
considerably from that of the Steering
Group. The Steering Group had made no
comments for or against his proposals.

COMMUNICATIONS

Chris White said the group organised   
to look into improving mobile phone
coverage had ceased research into a
village wi-fi system for Smart phones,  
as Telephonica 02 surveyors are
considering the possibility of putting a
small mast on top of Thurlestone Hotel
to improve local reception.  As the
proposed Hotel mast will not help
residents of  Bantham and Buckland,   
he appealed for someone from either   
of these villages to join the group to 
help in seeking a solution.

PARISH CLERK

Phil Millard reported that

# Devon Air Ambulance.  Toby Russell 
of DAA wants to come to a Parish Council
meeting to talk about possible night
landing facilities in the parish.

# 20 Meadcombe Road.  Planning
application has been refused.

# Traffic barrier near Golf Club.  The
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Club is awaiting the SHDC response.

# Internal Audit. Malcolm Franke, a
chartered accountant, has agreed to help
with this.

# P3 Footpath Scheme.   The Parish 
Clerk and Mike Stickland have completed
a detailed survey and report on all the
footpaths in the parish, identifying areas
needing attention.  A grant of £240 is
available under this scheme, and will be
claimed this year.

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

Councillor Judy Pearce -

# The proposal for a ‘Local Authority’
company to deal with services has been
dropped, with pensions being one of the
problem areas.

# The new Joint Local Plan’s final
consultation is in March and April, and
should anyone wish to respond they
must attend one of the briefing sessions
to be held in the area on how to frame
their response.  These go forward to
Bristol where an inspector will advise
SHDC if the responses are OK.  There
will be a public meeting in Plymouth
during the summer.

# Bantham Estate’s proposals.  No
planning applications yet submitted. 
SHDC will only accept individual written
comments; petitions do not count.  

# The ‘Tribal Clash’ (1 - 3 September)
will move from Blackpool Sands to the
Bantham Estate this year. It will involve
keep fit, swimming etc, and around   
500 campers attending the event are
expected.  According to the organiser,
and the Estate, this will be closely
monitored and controlled.  SHDC views
and actions have yet to be published.

Councillor Simon Wright -

# The SHDC budget had been agreed.

# He thanked Councillor Pearce for her
work as the SHDC representative on the
Joint Local Plan Strategy up to 2022.

# The grant from Government to those
councils with the highest number of
second homes will need a response on

how the money would be spent.

# The new SHDC website is now live and
should be easier to use. 

POLICE

PCSO Dave Gibson said the only crime
was around Christmas time and was an
abusive phone call.  There has been a
male seen wandering round Thurlestone
sand dunes in January who has aroused
suspicion. He was also reported in South
Huish for lewd behaviour and watching
female dog-walkers.  He is described as
in his mid-thirties, olive-skinned with
black frizzy hair, wearing a black hoodie,
three-quarter length shorts and blue
trainers. If seen we are advised to phone
101 or 999 if behaviour causes concern.

CHAIRMAN

# Peter Hurrell’s memorial bench 

Donations are coming in and the wording
for the plaque is to be confirmed.  

# Parish assets  

The Parish of Thurlestone Society (POTS)
has agreed to take over the responsibility
for what are regarded as parish heritage
assets.

# Bush Shelter opposite PO  

The Thurlestone Hotel will look after this.

# Raised footpath on Warren Hill

This footpath, between ‘Swallows’ and
’Heathfield’, needs attention and top
dressing and the Parish Council will put
this in hand.

# Builders direction sign 

The sign currently showing direction to
13 Eddystone Road will be located at the
start of the cobbled road, on the church
side, for 12 months.

DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS 

The next meeting of the Parish Council
will be on Monday 3 April, at 7.30pm.      
Then on Monday 24th April the Annual
Parish Meeting will be held at 7.30pm.
Both meetings are in the Yeo Room. 
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A Letter From Your MP

By Dr Sarah Wollaston MP

Dear All               20 March 2017

Social Care and a Visit to Thurlestone

It was great to be back in Thurlestone recently to support Saltstone Caring and to

speak about dementia and social care.  It was wonderful to catch up with so many

volunteers and supporters and many thanks to Elizabeth Bewley Jones and the

whole team for all they do to promote independence and to support physical and

mental well-being for local people. 

Also following a Thurlestone lifesaving link, and with thanks to David Grose for his

work with the RNLI, I recently met up with the RNLI in Parliament to talk about 

their campaign for safety on the water and their contribution to the Health Select

Committee inquiry into preventing suicide. Our report, published this month,

highlights the terrible scale of the avoidable loss of life but also the positive

measures that could and should be put in place to tackle this and you can read it 

via the committee website:

https://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmhealth/1087/108

7.pdf 

Red Box

Much of the focus from the budget was on the screech of rubber on tarmac but for

me the important announcement was on social care. Having campaigned so hard 

for it, I am hugely relieved that the Chancellor has held firm on his promise of an

essential cash injection for this essential service.  I was also relieved to hear that  

the Government confirm that this is only the start and that the Prime Minister will be

publishing her proposals in the Autumn for a long term sustainable settlement. 

Having discussed with the Chancellor the way that our local high streets and pubs 

in the South Hams were at particular risk from the business rates revaluation, I  

was also pleased to hear his announcements about extra relief funding to local

authorities to support those hardest hit.

Surgeries and Contact Details

In order to make a surgery appointment please email nina.smith@parliament.uk   

or call my office on 01803 868 378.  My constituency office is open for members   

of the public to drop in between 12.00 pm and 2.00 pm from Monday to Thursday,

however it is always advisable to call first. You can keep up with what I have been

doing on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/drsarahwollaston                   

On Twitter: https://twitter.com/sarahwollaston?lang=en                                     

or via my website at:  http://www.drsarah.org.uk/                                                 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PLAN UPDATE

The Update for the last issue reported that Nicholas

Johnston  of the Bantham Estate had attended our

Steering Group meeting on 11th January and presented  

his draft proposals for the Estate. Full details were of

course minuted and posted on the Parish Website.

Some of his ideas were pretty radical and raised a

considerable amount of interest, both in the local and national press. A number      

of journalists subsequently contacted us and we issued them with the following

statement:

"As a major landowner in the parish, it was important for the Steering
Group to hear about possible plans and ideas from the Bantham Estate.     
At the moment, these plans are very much at the conceptual stage and
there has been no formal planning application.  It is very early days and
our immediate aim is to continue putting together our neighbourhood plan
and to keep residents informed of progress.  

It is not our position to either endorse or oppose any ideas from the
Bantham Estate. Our job is to help the community have a say in shaping
and directing sustainable development in the parish. Ultimately, it will be
the decision of the local planning authority, guided by the neighbourhood
plan that will determine the future of the parish.”

The position of the Steering Group was further clarified by the letter which I wrote     

to the Kingsbridge Gazette, which was reported in full in their 3rd March edition and

which read as follows:

“In answer to your question: It was agreed between Mr Johnston and our
Project Director Sue Crowther that Mr Johnston would attend our next
scheduled meeting   to share with us his plans for the future of the
Bantham Estate. He told us at the meeting that he had in preparation for
the meeting studied the results of the  Housing Needs Survey and the
Questionnaire (which are freely available on the Parish Website) and that
his plans purported to respond to the aspirations of the Parish as disclosed
by the responses to that Survey and Questionnaire.  I have to  say that his
analysis of those responses is materially different in many respects to our
analysis of them.”

Turning now to the new draft Plymouth and South West Devon Joint Local

Plan (JLP), at the Steering Group meeting on the 1st March we were fortunate to

receive a presentation by our District Councillor Judy Pearce, who is a member of  

the Joint Steering Group preparing the JLP.  

The JLP covers the years 2014 – 2034 and this parish falls within the policy area

known as the Thriving Towns and Villages (TTV), which includes West Devon and

South Hams (except the Plymouth Urban Fringe) and excluding Dartmoor National
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Park, which is preparing its own Local Plan.  

Under the JLP, the TTV area will accommodate 19,000 new

homes, and South Hams has a target of 4,500 new homes.

These figures are then broken down according to rank: the

Main Towns; Towns and Key Villages; Sustainable Villages;

Smaller Villages, Hamlets and the Countryside.  

Thurlestone is ranked as a Sustainable Village and the

Sustainable Villages within the TTV should provide 720

homes over the 20-year period. The indicative level of new housing needed in

Thurlestone is 10 new homes over the 20-year period.  Ranked according to

facilities, it should have been 30 new homes.  However, all Sustainable Villages in 

the South Devon AONB have now been reduced to only 10 so as to provide solely  

for known local need, since there is a presumption against major development in  

the AONB, which has the highest level of protection in the planning balance. We 

have our District Councillor to thank for pressing this point home. 

Please note that the JLP is now out for public consultation until the       

27th April and can be viewed by going to the Notice board on the Home

page of the Parish Website. 

Meanwhile our Project Director Sue Crowther continues to work on drafting the

Neighbourhood Plan, dealing with any gaps in our evidence that may appear and

calling for assistance from the other members of the Steering Group and Working

Groups, as and when required. Robin Macdonald is in discussion with Devon Air

Ambulance Trust with regard to the siting of a night landing strip in the parish, and

Chris White is assisting with more technical matters including Mobile Phone coverage,

Community WiFi and Community Heating Scheme. 

On a very encouraging note, more parishioners are volunteering to help us and there

is no better example than the two Heritage Trails that are presently underway. 

The pupils, their parents and staff at Thurlestone All Saints Primary School have all

embraced the subject of local Heritage Assets with huge enthusiasm, notwithstanding

the uncooperative weather.  You can read all about the Thurlestone Trail in this issue

of the Village Voice and coverage of the Buckland and Bantham Trail will follow in 

the next issue.  It has been a big learning curve for all of us and we would like to

extend our thanks to the School for their support. The Heritage Assets that they are

exploring have no current legal protection and will be included in the Neighbourhood

Plan on the basis that they are part of our historic environment and contribute to our

‘sense of place.’  

Finally, after some 18 months’ preparation, we are looking forward to presenting an

initial draft of the Thurlestone Parish Neighbourhood Plan to the Parish. We would

hope that it will be around the time of the next issue of the Village Voice but much

will depend on our graphic design skills. If there is anyone locally with a graphic

design background who would be able to assist, now is the time to speak up! You can

contact us via the Parish Website. 

Tony Goddard                                                                                                   
Steering Group Chairman 
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PARISH

HALL NEWS

Chairman: Neill Irwin

Remember the old song “The farmer and the cowboy should be friends”?  To bring
this up to date and to localise it we could sing “The Parish Hall and the Parish School
should be friends”.  I know it does not scan as well but it is still true.

Almost every day the Parish Hall car-park is taken over by parents delivering their
offspring to the school and collecting them afterwards.  Most of the time this is not 
a problem and the Parish Hall is happy to make its car parking facility available. 
However, when the Hall is being used by other residents of the parish for Parish Hall
business then chaos ensues.   People legitimately complain.

I have now been chairman of the Parish Hall committee for (too) many years and
the only recurring complaints I ever receive about the Hall facilities relate to the car
parking not being available due to the sheer number of parents’ cars parked in the
Parish Hall car-park.  At this point it may be worthwhile making it clear that “just
stopping for a few minutes while taking a pupil to school” still constitutes parking,
and is still annoying to people who also need to park at the very same time to attend
functions at the Parish Hall.

Clearly this is not in the best interests of either the Parish Hall or of the Parish
School. So what can be done about it?

One simple solution would be to put a chain in place and deny access to the car-park
for all but visitors on Parish Hall business. There has even been a suggestion that
parking charges, say £2 per hour or any part thereof, could be introduced.  
Personally, I regard these sort of ideas as outside the spirit of the Hall being used  to
serve the local community. I would much rather find a working arrangement but this
can only be possible in conjunction with the School and if there is the full co-
operation of the parents. I read recently in a national newspaper that only a hard
exit will do and for just a moment I thought they were talking about the Bantham,
Buckland and Thurlestone Parish Hall car-park.

I expect to meet up with the School shortly for a discussion of this thorny problem,
but in the meantime I would welcome any ideas from users of the Hall and parents. 

As promised, our first event of the year was a piano recital by Jonathan Delbridge on
Saturday 18th February.  This was a great success and Jonathan proved to be a
consummate professional entertainer as well as being a wonderful musician.

Our planned event for April is a performance by the four talented musicians who
collectively are known as the Festive Flutes.  They visited the Parish Hall some   time
ago and were very popular. As the advert says they will provide classical and popular
favourites in a sparkling evening entertainment. Make sure you book your tickets for
the evening of Saturday 22nd April.     

Our Annual General Meeting will take place on the 15th May. I hope many of you will
come along and I would love to hear your views, good or bad, about the Parish Hall. 
Who knows, perhaps you may hold strong ideas about the usage of the Parish Hall
car-park?
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TICKETS

£10

A Flight of Fancy
with the Festive Flutes

Classical and popular favourites 

in a sparkling evening’s entertainment

                   

   Liz Walker    Sarah Murphy    Mel Orriss    Joss Campbell   Sandi Skipper

 Thurlestone Parish Hall 

Saturday 22nd April at 7.30 pm
  

 

                               WINE

                                 BAR  

        

     Lisa White       Mike Stickland      Pat Macdonald   

560505               560763                      560436
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Thurlestone Post Office & Stores

Refurbishment

Thurlestone Stores are being refurbished to provide 

an open plan Post Office area and more refrigeration space, 

allowing us to offer a larger range of chilled goods.

The shop will remain open (normal hours)

during the refurbishment

but there may be some minor disruption.

The Post Office will be shut from 

Monday 3rd April for approximately one week.

THERE WILL BE NO POST OFFICE 

SERVICES DURING THIS TIME

Alternative Post Office services can be found at Hope Cove, 

Malborough, Churchstow, Aveton Gifford, Loddiswell, 

St Anne’s Chapel and Kingsbridge.

Sarah Tyers        Phone  01548-561917
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EASTER TIME – A SEASON OF JOY AND HOPE 
 

On 16th April we will celebrate the resurrection of Christ – Easter Day 2017. Easter Day 

marks the beginning of the Easter, a period that lasts right up until the Day of 

Pentecost, 4th June this year. 

The season of Easter is a season that encapsulates joy and hope. It stands as a direct 

challenge to the world weary cynicism that can so often blight our lives. Joy and hope 

are as much about an attitude to life as they are about particular things. It’s important 

to find those moments of joy and hopefulness, but it’s even more important to allow 

those moments to shape the fullness of our lives. 

In some cultures people allow a joyful and hopeful attitude to life to permeate all 

aspects of their existence. They give thanks for the events of life even when these 

events might bring challenges. Having such a disposition opens one up to the rich 

possibilities of life. 

It’s all too easy for us to approach life with one eye on disappointment, as if we are 

permanently ready for bad news. But the story of a risen Christ, and the story of the 

earliest life of the church, counters this with the words of joy and hope. 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

Everyone is particularly welcome to the 

Rogation Sunday Service  
SUNDAY MAY 21ST 11.00 A.M.  
SHUTE FARM, SOUTH MILTON 
followed by optional “Bring & Share” Lunch  

Tea/coffee/soft drinks provided    -    Parking available 
Wear warm, waterproof clothing  

IF REALLY WET, THE SERVICE MAY BE IN SOUTH MILTON CHURCH  (Check with Liz or Graham!) 

Everyone would be welcome to our Benefice  

Holy Week Services at ST MARY’S, CHURCHSTOW 

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY 6.00pm Benefice Eucharist with Address 

MAUNDY THURSDAY APRIL 13TH 6.00pm Benefice Maundy Thursday Liturgy  

GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 14TH 
 

12 noon 
2.00pm 

Benefice Prayers & Readings at the Cross 

Benefice Good Friday Liturgy 

For information about Palm Sunday, Good Friday and  
Easter Sunday Services at Thurlestone please see overleaf 

More information or changes to the advertised services and events  

may be found on www.thurlestoneparish.co.uk 



 Please use CHURCH CAR PARK when attending church or meeting room 

You would be welcome to join us for Activities in the Church Meeting Room 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 10.30am Coffee-Time in aid of monthly charity  

 

 
 

       APRIL 4TH 
The Dressmaker 

Kate Winslet, Liam Hemsworth,  
Judy Davis 

 Donations to Church funds  ~  Leaflets in Church, Meeting Room & Shop 

MAY 2ND 
       A Good Year 

         Russell Crowe, Albert Finney,  
Didier Bourdon, Abbie Cornish 

Films for 

All  

TUESDAYS 
2.30 p.m.  

                        Churchwardens: Liz Webb 560090 & Graham Worrall 562016 

                        Everyone is welcome at all services,     
                         which are at Thurlestone, unless indicated otherwise 

 

             Church Services  

    

EVERY SUNDAY  
 

8.00am 
 
 Holy Communion (said) (BCP): April 2nd & 30th,  
May 14th & 21st; CW: April 9th & 23rd, May 7th & 28th) 

APRIL 2ND & 23RD 11.10am  Parish Eucharist (CW)          (Fairtrade Stall on April 2nd) 

PALM SUNDAY 
APRIL 9TH 
 

10.55am 
11.10am 
6.00pm 

 Palm Sunday Procession leaves Parish Hall 

 Palm Sunday Family Service  
 Benefice Evensong (BCP) at Woodleigh 

EASTER SUNDAY 
APRIL 16TH 

8.00am 
11.10am 

 Holy Communion (BCP) with hymns 

 Easter Liturgy Drop-in crêche for young children with an adult  

APRIL 23RD 11.10am  Parish Eucharist (CW)                  6.00pm Prayer & Praise 

APRIL 30TH 11.10am  Service of the Word with Baptism Celebration  

MAY 7TH 11.10am  Matins (BCP) 

MAY 14TH 11.10am  Parish Eucharist (CW)            

MAY 21ST 11.00am  Rogation Service at Shute Farm, South Milton (see overleaf) 

MAY 28TH 11.10am  Morning Worship                          6.00pm Prayer & Praise 

    

THURSDAY APRIL 6TH, MAY 4TH  10.00am Holy Communion (BCP) (said) at Bantham 

ASCENSION DAY THURS MAY 25TH  6.00pm Benefice Eucharist (CW) at Loddiswell 

EVERY MON, WED, THURS, FRI  8.30am Morning Prayer (said)                 (8.15am on Mondays) 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 10.00am Holy Communion (BCP) (said)  

CW = Common Worship (modern language)     BCP = Book of Common Prayer (traditional language)  

SATURDAY MAY 13TH  Breakfast on the Beach More information to follow 

GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 14TH 10.00am Readings, Meditations & Hymns for Good Friday 

Weekdays 

Sundays 

There will be the usual house-to-house collection 

throughout the parish during Christian Aid Week. 
For over 10 years your generosity has resulted  

in a total of between £1000 and £1400.  
Can we make it £1500 this year?  14 - 20 MAY 



 

 



 

 



POSTBAGPOSTBAGPOSTBAGPOSTBAG 

Dear Editor

May I be allowed through your pages to
express my heartfelt thanks to all those who
so generously and enthusiastically supported
THE GREAT THURLESTONE QUIZ NIGHT in
aid of END POLIO NOW. One hundred and
fourteen people attended and we raised
£1,470. A record. Special thanks must go to
Mike and Brenda Jones, the Quiz masters of
the weekly Quiz at the Village Inn, who gave
their services free of charge and did such a
sterling job. My thanks also to those who
supported us from Tesco, Morrisons and
Alan’s Apple and all those who gave raffle
prizes. Polio is now so nearly eradicated that
we need to support them in the final and
very expensive, last stages, to achieve a
great end to this terrible disease.

          Yours very sincerely

                                     Andrew Girling

Dear Editor

          Boathouse and Land for Sale 

I would be grateful if you could find space to

include the attached advertisement in the
next issue of Village Voice, which we hope
may be of particular interest to members of
the Bantham Sailing Club. 

My grandfather, Albert Brignall (a founder

member of BSC, I believe, and owner of one
of the four original 14ft Bantham boats) built
the boathouse back in the 1920s and we are
now keen to find new owners with a similar
respect and enthusiasm for the river - hence
the sealed bid approach. 

The strip of land that runs from the back of

Bantham Shop down between Gable's End
and the Woodland Trust's land down to the
horizontal path below was originally retained
by my grandmother to give to the village,  
as it was used by a few residents and sailors
as a back route to the main Bantham Quay.
However, none of the Councils wanted it or
would adopt it as a public path or the Avon

Estuary Walk, so it could provide a useful
parking space for anyone visiting either quay
or boathouse. 

With thanks from my sisters and I for your

kind assistance 

                            Peter Hebard                  

                            Brockenhurst, Hants.

[ Peter Hebard and his sisters have kindly
offered to provide Village Voice at a later
date with an article based on memories and
recollections of their family’s life in Bantham,
which we hope will add some additional
information for our Parish heritage.  Ed. ]

    Boathouse and Land for Sale     
 in Bantham

Leasehold boathouse on Aunemouth Quay

Approx 20 x 8 feet

with ability to sling additional boat from roof

                  Right to moor dinghy from quay                

  and to rent swinging mooring on river

Ground lease of £520p.a., subject to review in 2020

and renewal of lease in 2025

Land on lane behind Bantham Stores

     providing parking space for 1 or 2 cars     
at the top

30ft wide with cliff frontage on to the River Avon

       Used by residents as path to Bantham Quay      

but not adopted as public footpath

For sale together or individually by sealed
bid tender, closing date 31st August 2017

Further details from Peter Hebard 

ptrhbd@gmail.com 

0776 417 0439          01590 622517
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Thurlestone Phonebox……….. Ring Ring

Some may remember that back in May 2013 the                  
Thurlestone Phone Box was officially twinned with its
opposite number in Marden, Wiltshire. The delegation from
Thurlestone was right royally received, bunting fluttering,
welcome signs, live broadcasts, BBQs, peals of bells and
culminating in a sensational ceremony with exchanges of
commemorative plaques and liberal libations. 

The plaque presented to us can be seen in the Phone Box. 
I tell you this because finally, after many attempts, we
have been able to fix a date for the return event when
Marden come to Thurlestone, the last weekend in
September and the grand ceremony will be on Saturday 30th

September. This will very much be an occasion for the whole
village so please put it in your diaries. Any ideas as to how we
can entertain our Marden Twins over the weekend (we have no idea how many there will be
but maybe 20 or so) will be most welcome. The whackier the better.

February saw our traditional Valentine décor but surprisingly no couples hired the Phone Box
to exchange vows of eternal love …… or whatever.

The Christmas Carol evening raised £300 which we presented to the Friends of Thurlestone
School. We have just been advised that this will go towards books for the school library from
a list selected by the children at a special school Assembly on World Book Day. The School
send special thanks to one and all.

Spring is now with us so Easter eggs and bunnies at the ready …… have fun!

Kit Marshall

Buckland Box

The flowers in the garden suggest that spring has sprung, but the wind, rain, and hail that
we have had today (Sunday 5th March) suggest otherwise. I hope that we will have some
April sunshine, but preferably no showers, by the time that you read this. Thank you to the
kind person who has put some pussy willow in the Buckland Box this week.

We have arranged 2 informal drop-in resuscitation sessions to refresh our CPR skills and
remind us of how to use the defibrillator. We had one session last week and 10 people
attended, and 7 more attended this week and used the mannequins that we have been
given by the British Heart foundation. Carey taught us how to do CPR and I reminded
everyone how, and when, to use the defibrillator. We are having another session this week.
The DVD’s which came with the mannequins are excellent, and really can teach someone to
perform resuscitation techniques. Do phone me on 01548 560796 if you would like to borrow
a DVD and mannequin.

The Buckland Box is having another Easter extravaganza, which will take place on Easter
Saturday, 15th April, from 2 - 4pm. There will be tea, cake and Carey is going to devise a trail
for the children to do. There may be even a few Easter eggs around! 

Do come along if you would like to join in the fun.

Anna Martin

VILLAGE VOICE                    The community magazine of Bantham, Buckland, and Thurlestone                April / May 2017



 

 



 

 



     

JUMBLEJUMBLEJUMBLEJUMBLE
SALESALESALESALE

Saturday 29th April

2.00 - 4.00 pm

Thurlestone Parish Hall

Entrance 50p

Bric-a-brac, books, 
linen, good as new clothes,

children’s toys and clothes, raffle

   Judith Le Grice        562135 

    Pat Crawford         560688

EVERY CHILDHOOD IS WORTH FIGHTING FOR
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WI NEWS
February

Judith Le Grice was in the chair as Lisa White
was away in foreign climes.  The monthly
pub lunch outing was due to take place, to
the Ring o’ Bells in West Alvington, and
transport could be arranged if required. 
Eight potential ‘quizzers’, to make two teams,
had been recruited for the county quiz at
Moreleigh for later in the month.  

Vivienne Day drew members’ attention to    
a fairly recent addition to the ‘walking’ type
sports for the less nimble, namely netball.   
A list of names was compiled of those
interested in this idea and Vivienne will     
try  to set up a ‘taster’ at the Parish Hall.
Watch this space!

We were expecting a lady, Liz Cole, to  
come and tell us about the National Marine
Aquarium in Plymouth, but instead a young
man by the name of Stewart Higgs arrived 
in her place, having started work at the
Aquarium two years ago as a marine
scientist.  He told us that the ‘new’ aquarium
had been set up in 1998, at a cost of
£11million,  to promote marine conservation,
inform people about the oceans, and to do a
little research. Its largest tank contains two
and a half million litres of water, to house
the sharks, and all the fish at the aquarium
are from salt water.

Going back in history the earliest recorded
existence of aquariums was in the Roman
empire when the tanks were tubs made of
marble with glass panes on one side for
viewing.  

Much nearer our own time, in 1853, a man
called Philip Henry Gosse set  up a Fish
House in London Zoo, and started a world
wide craze.  In Plymouth there has been an
aquarium for longer than a library and the
old one, before the 1998 version, is now
used as a research centre. He had brought a
number of specimens, such as the ‘sword’ of
a sword fish, the jaws of a shark, composed
of cartilage not bone, complete with a
fearsome set of teeth, and a turtle shell.

March

Julie Hanham was the brave volunteer       
to have a go at crystallising edible spring
flowers under the expert guidance of our
March speaker, Lisette Granados.  The
traditional method for such preservation     
is with the use of egg white and sugar but
Lisette has developed a more sophisticated
method, adding vodka to the mix to make a
better end result.  The flowers can then be
used for decorating puddings, desserts, etc. 

Members had been out and about enjoying
pub lunches and pampering days at Exeter. 
The county quiz team of Maureen Baker,
Joan Booth, Judith Le Grice and Lisa White
were warmly congratulated on their success
at Moreleigh, which means they now go
forward to the final round, and the members’
good wishes will go with them. Visitor
Claudette was welcomed and it was good   
to see Margaret Catlin after her accident.

Carolyn Taylor reported that the workshop
on Scandinavian tablet weaving run by the
area Food Crafts & Skills had been successful
and she reminded us that their annual
meeting will be on 28 March, with the added
attraction of the possibility of winning a
bursary to Denman.

Future Events

# 12 April  - The county spring meeting will
be held at Torquay.

# 13 April  - Christine Durrant will speak at
our next meeting about “Clutter”.

# 25 April  - Gardeners Question Time will be
held at Stokenham at 7.00pm.

# 27 April - The next Sea Coast group
meeting will be held at South Milton.  The
competition for this event is a decorated 
face mask and eight blanks masks were
distributed amongst the members to see who
would come up with most attractive finished
result for our competition entry.

# 15 May - Crab cookery event at Charleton
village hall from 7 - 9pm.
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Calling all photographers!! 
WE NEED YOUR PHOTOGRAPHS of the  

Thurlestone, Buckland & Bantham Area for a 

Photographic 
Competition 

to choose photos for a  

2018 Calendar 
50p/entry to cover costs of printing 

 

Entry forms available from: 

Thurlestone Church, Church Meeting Room,  

Bantham/Thurlestone Shop, The Sloop Inn, Bantham   

or  Liz Webb (560090/thurlallsaint@btinternet.com) 
 

Entries must be received by May 8th 
 

Without photographs there can be no competion 

Without the competition there can be no calendar 

IT’S UP TO YOU!!!! 
 

 

We then need YOU to come  
and help choose the winning photos at a 

Photographic Exhibition  
MAY 27TH - 31ST 
in the Church Meeting Room  

 

CREAM TEAS:  
Saturday, Sunday  

& Monday  
3.00 - 5.00 p.m. 

COFFEE-TIME: 
Wednesday  
10.30 a.m.  

-12 noon  
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Find the names of T.V. Quiz/Game Shows past and present 

using the Cryptic, Straight and Anagram Clues. 
 

CRYPTIC 

1. A labyrinth made of glass (7,4) 

2. Result of a boxing match (3,1,8) 

3. First instruction to a novice ditch-digger(4,4,4) 

4. A way to make 100% interest (6,4,5) 

5. Take the mickey out of the past 7 days (4,3,4) 

6. Taking pot-shots at astral bodies (8,5) 

7. A score of queries (6,9) 

8. Prepare for blast off (9) 

9. Quite fragile protection for clever brains (8) 

10. Sounds rather blunt (9) 

 

ANAGRAM 

1. Teaser unhurt (8,4) 

2. Char patches (11) 

3. Ron can’t notice (13) 

4. Sully bee (8) 

5. Mindstream (10) 

6. Tore a vital kite (4,2,2,5,2) 

7. My hake is flat (3,3,6) 

8. Out for new heel (5,2,7) 

9. Putts the one (4,3,4) 

10. Hire grit pitches (3,5,2,5) 

 

STRAIGHT 

1. Famous for its cheque book and pen trophy (8,5) 

2. Jeremy took over from Bamber as question-master (10,9) 

3. Contestants performed mimes of their jobs (5,2,4) 

4. General knowledge quiz for school teams (3,2,3,4) 

5. The quiz show where Judith Keppel first found fame (3,5,2,2,1,10) 

6. A game show based on noughts and crosses (5,5,4) 

7. A family game show hosted by Brucie and then by Larry (3, 10,4) 

 

Solutions  to the previous Grey Matter: 
1.Animal Farm,   2. To Kill a Mockingbird    3. Don Quixote,    4. Watership Down,    5.A Clockwork Orange, 

6. Noughts and Crosses, 7. Alice in Wonderland (or Down the Rabbit Hole),  8. Little Women,  9. The Fault in our Stars. 
 

             Congratulations and the bottle of wine to Emma Hartley       



 

 



 

 



Thurlestone

Golf Club

The weather was reasonably kind to golfers
at the beginning of the year, and more
competitions were able to be played than   
in 2015 for the first two months. February
came and Storm Doris arrived to spoil the
party, but only temporarily. Golfers, or most
of them, are a hardy lot, and will brave all
weathers to get their ‘fix’ on the golf course.
So life carried on with only a temporary
lapse in activity.

In testing wind conditions Dan Cunningham
continued his march down the handicap list
with an impressive 37 points in the March
Stableford. The friendly inter-club matches
have started already, with Kedleston Park GC
visiting us for their 26th annual visit on the
second weekend in March. 

The management committee have been
beavering around behind the scenes
preparing budgets for the next financial
year, and proposing subscription levels to
match the expenditure on the club. A Special
General Meeting is being held in March to
approve the committee’s recommendations,
which include extending the course inland, 
to future proof the course against coastal
erosion, and a refurbishment of the interior
of the dining room and lounges. There have
been significant losses of land around the
course in recent years, so this will be an
opportunity for us to preserve the course  
for subsequent generations.

The Course staff have been taking a rest
from cutting grass on a daily basis, and 
have made significant improvements to    
the bunkers around the 17th green, and   
are in the process of replacing the old  
storm shelter/greenkeepers store on the
coastal path by our 9th tee.

The first of the major golf competitions is
always eagerly awaited after the privations
of an English winter, and The Masters,

played at Augusta, Georgia, is due this
month (6th to 9th April).

Steve White, the Club Head Professional,    
is again taking a fortunate band of golfers to
watch two rounds, and also play on the local
courses in the USA. Having been to Augusta
with Steve two years ago I am very envious
of those who are going. The course was
established in an old plant nursery and is
magnificent to behold, every blade of grass
uniform in length, and not a weed to be
seen. Hopefully they will see a British or Irish
golfer win this year.

Steve and I have thrown down a challenge to
the members to see if they can beat us over
18 holes, all proceeds going to my charity,
Children’s Hospice South West. So far we
have had 3 pairs accept our challenge. The
first challengers were Jon and Mike Doyle,
and they benefitted from receiving many
shots from Steve (Scratch) and myself (6).
Giving a shot on each hole was always going
to be difficult, and Jon and Mike played well,
being 7 under par (net) when the match was
decided on the 15th green.  I will report on
subsequent matches in future articles.

With Spring having arrived, the daffodils are
making the place look brighter, and skylarks
are announcing themselves as we walk down
the fairways. So we look forward to longer
days, and lighter evenings, to get out on the
course and the tennis courts, to enjoy the
pleasure of friendly competition and exercise.
Will not be long before the summer is here.

Stewart Barnes

Hopefully the worst of the winter months are
over now and we can look forward to better
weather and the start of the ladies team
matches. We have not had to cancel any

CAPTAIN’S

NEWSLETTER

LADY CAPTAIN’S

NEWSLETTER
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ladies competitions in January and February
but that was because we reduced a number
of the fun competitions to only 11 or 14
holes which encouraged the ladies to brave
the weather.

Franny Morris came to talk to the ladies
about running a Pilates workshop. The
programme is geared to improving strength,
rotation, balance and ultimately performance
in golf.  Franny is a nurse married to a
Dartmouth doctor. She became interested in
pilates after suffering chronic back pain from
her nursing job and she showed the ladies
the benefit of correct posture and the reason
for strengthening core muscles. Sixteen
ladies showed an interest in the programme
and we are now having two sessions each
week. 

The final of the Winter Foursomes was
played between Barbara Smith and Liz
Sharman against Wendy Laud and Paula Orr,
in good weather conditions. With all ladies
playing consistent golf, they ended up all
square on the 18th.  So, with a small crowd
watching from the clubhouse, they came
down the first hole for the second time.    
Liz Sharman and Barbara Smith won with   
a birdie three! They now go through to the
County Inter Club knock out competition, 
the Doris Willes Little Trophy. 

We brought back the traditional ladies lunch
in February and we had an excellent talk on
the rules of golf by Assistant Professional
Jack Wallace, which was well attended by
thirty ladies. Quiz Nights are currently
running on Tuesday evenings with the club
hosting the ‘Village Inn Quiz Night’ and it   
is proving very popular, with just over 70
taking part. 

In March the 2016 lady captain Yvonne Pike
presented a cheque for £1,150 to Rex Brown
representing Devon Air Ambulance. The
ladies raised this amount from competitions
and raffles throughout last year. We thank
all the ladies for their generosity.

We would like to welcome our new Admin
Assistant, Bett Rhymes, who has joined the
office team of Keith Crawford and Ken Riley
who do a great job. Bett, who will be known
to many in the parish, will be working in the
office on a Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.
She will be taking on the organisation of    

all the group and society bookings amongst
other things.

The announcements from the Royal and
Ancient Golf organisation have been about
proposed rule changes to modernise golf.
The announcement marks the start of a six
month feedback period before the proposed
rules are finalised and come into use from
the 1st January 2019.  One of the new
proposals to increase the pace of play is   
that players would not have to remove the
flag when putting on the green. That will
certainly speed things up. 

I am looking forward to the start of the
matches featuring our three ladies teams -
Presidents, Sheelah Creasy and ladies Devon
League.  The players have already been out
practising. I wish them all good luck. 

Sheila George

This year we plan to have two junior
competitions each month instead of just one,
with a Stableford and a fun competition each
time - so plenty of opportunities for juniors
to reduce their handicaps. 

The West Devon League AGM was held at
Boringdon in January, and there are eight
junior teams entered this year. In group one
are Thurlestone, Boringdon B, Tavistock and
Staddon Heights.  In group 2 are Bigbury,
Boringdon A, Dartmouth and Yelverton.
There are six juniors in a team and matches
consist of 4 singles and one foursomes
match, both home and away. The top two
teams in each group go into finals day in
August. 

We have also entered the Tamar cup
knockout competition and the Devon County
Basil Steer knockout. Our Juniors get a bye
in the first round and have been drawn
against Torquay in the second round. This
match is to be played at Wrangaton by the
end of May. 

In February the Devon boys junior team had
a friendly match against Cornwall, at St
Enodoc golf club. George Holland from

JUNIOR SECTION

NEWSLETTER
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Thurlestone played for the Devon team  
who beat Cornwall by 251 points to 238. 

Despite cold and blustery conditions in
February, twelve juniors ventured out to
brave the elements to play the Stableford
junior competition and carded some very
respectable scores. We have to congratulate
Zara Taffs and Yasmin Nixon who achieved
significant handicap reductions. 

Thanks are due to Griff and Jonathan
Ingham who are now helping to organise 
the competitions. 

The juniors are also playing each week in 
the men's competitions with no little success.
Congratulations go to Lucas Bellamy, Oliver
Griffiths, Sammy Ingham, and Noah Mulligan
who have all reduced their handicaps since
the first of January and scored well in the
men's competitions. 

The first junior away competition has been
organised by Nigel Whelan for a friendly
against the junior team at Exeter golf club  
in March, so we wish them good luck.

Liz Line
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BOOKSHELFBOOKSHELFBOOKSHELFBOOKSHELF
Nigel, My Family and other dogs               
by Monty Don                                               
(Two Roads   £7.99 paperback)

This book is for animal lovers, in particular 
dog lovers, and gardeners alike. It  is written
by the popular ‘Gardeners’ World’ presenter
Monty Don, and describes not only Nigel, his
much loved Golden Retriever who co-presents
the programme, but the many other dogs 
who have shared their lives with him over the
course of his lifetime. From Maada, a twelve
year old Yellow Labrador that he grew up with
as a child, to Nellie another Golden Retriever,
who is only eighteen months old, and whom
Monty describes as “very naughty”! 

Along with Nigel and Nellie, we learn about
eight other dogs, each with their own
irresistible characters. From gentle Gretel,
another yellow Labrador, to Poppy, a Jack
Russell terrier. Each and every one of them
lovingly described and photographed.

This book is very easy to get stuck into as the
reader not only imagines all the different dogs
but the evolving garden of ‘Longmeadow’ as
well. It is a garden that started out as an
abandoned, overgrown field in 1991 but has
become the multi-faceted garden it is today.
Each little area has been lovingly cultivated
and filled with plants and vegetables to give
year round interest.

Monty has presented Gardeners’ World since
2003, and describes in his book how for the
last eight years Nigel has been stealing the
show, from his early days as a puppy to today
when he brings his ball, hoping that someone
will play! He pads happily along behind Monty,
tail held high. He is so popular with the
viewers, that he regularly receives fan mail
and birthday cards.  A truly enjoyable book!

                                            Alison Bone

Good Me, Bad Me                                      
by Ali Land                                                   
(Michael Joseph,   £12.99 hardback)

I picked this book up, read the words ’serial
killer’ and quickly put it down. But I picked it
up again and started to read and was hooked.

Annie’s mother is a serial killer.  Annie finally
reports her to the police and is given a home   
with a foster family and a new name, Milly.

The story is told by Milly. Will this be a new
life for her? She seems to be very intelligent
and does well at her new school, although  
the daughter of the foster family dislikes her
and makes her life difficult. 

I liked Milly and sympathised with her - but
she is her mother’s daughter, hence the title. 
A very intriguing read indeed.                         
                                                                
                                         Carolyn Taylor

Dadland                                                 
by Keggie Carew                                           
(Vintage       £8.99 paperback)

The author’s father, Tom Carew, was part of a
three person SOE team parachuted into France
in advance of the WW2 D-Day landing to liaise
with local resistance groups and harass the
Germans. 

Keggie knew very little about her father’s
heroism in France, which won him the Croix 
de Guerre, and his later exploits against the
Japanese in Burma, which came hot on the
heels of his exploits across the Channel. Once
again he was dropped into enemy territory,
this time the jungles of Burma, in 1945. He
became known there as ‘Lawrence of Burma’,
organising the native Burmese into guerrilla
bands of saboteurs.

Keggie and her father had drifted apart
following his second marriage, but came
together again long after the war when Tom
was developing dementia, so the author set
about rescuing her beloved father’s past
bravery from oblivion.  With the release of
information, hitherto secret, she was able to
piece together the story of a remarkable man
who had rarely talked to his children about his
wartime exploits. 

Carew was unorthodox, a charming and
enigmatic madcap character.  Born in Dublin
and brought up in Cambridge, he joined the
army when he was 17 and rose to the rank  
of Lieutenant Colonel.   Vivid accounts of    
her dad’s past exploits are interspersed with
painful bulletins of his mental decline, but  
the story is full of the humour which never
deserted him. 

The story is of a daughter’s huge love for her
father.                                                          
                                    Pat Macdonald
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  Kate’s Kitchen

Peanut butter is probably a bit like Marmite - you either love it or hate it - but when
combined with the other ingredients in this dish it makes for an excellent curry and it
is not at all overpowering. I know a spouse - a dyed-in-the-wool anti-Marmite and
anti-peanut butter man - who just raves over the flavour of this dish. 

Many of us have extra visitors over Easter and, nice though it is to have them,
sometimes the prospect of extra cooking is a bit daunting so what follows is an easy
recipe which has a very nice flavour, can be made in advance at your convenience,
and frozen. You will then have a meal ready in minutes!

PEANUT BUTTER CURRY (serves 4)

Ingredients

2 tablespoons vegetable oil

8 chicken thighs (skinless & boneless) and cut into bite-size pieces

1 clove garlic, crushed

2 red chillies, finely chopped (remove seeds if you don’t like it too hot)

2 teaspoons fresh ginger, grated

2 teaspoons garam masala

100g smooth peanut butter

400ml tin coconut milk

400g tin chopped tomatoes

A little chopped parsley

A few dry roasted peanuts to garnish

Method

Brown chicken in 1 tablespoon oil - in batches - then set aside

Fry garlic, chilli and ginger in the remainder of the oil for one minute

Add garam masala and fry for a further minute

Stir in the peanut butter, coconut milk and tomatoes, and bring to a simmer

Return chicken to the pan for 30 minutes until cooked through & sauce
thickened

Scatter with the parsley and the roasted peanuts

Serve with rice

And I would be most interested to hear about your spouse’s reaction to this dish!

 

VILLAGE VOICE                    The community magazine of Bantham, Buckland, and Thurlestone               April / May 2017



                                

sudokusudokusudokusudoku                                                                                                                                                                                                            ©©©©  Puzzles  by  Pappocom  Puzzles  by  Pappocom  Puzzles  by  Pappocom  Puzzles  by  Pappocom                
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3 7 5

9 1 5 8

4 1 3

3 4

1 3 2 8

4 2

6 8 2

4 2 1 5

2 5 6
  
Tough                         No. 129

 2 3 8 9

1 5

1 4

2 7

5 1 8 2

6 5

6 2

3 5

9 7 4 3

 Tougher                              No. 129 

6 7

7 8 4

5 9 1 8

3 7 6 5 2

1 8

2 8 3 1 6

1 7 2 3

4 5 1

9 2

 Tough                                 No. 130  
    

6 5

8 1 6

7 3 9

8 4 2

5 3 9

9 6 7

7 8 9

2 6 8

8 4

  Tougher                             No. 130 

Toughening Up

A very good response last time, with all-correct solutions received from Messrs Delafield
& Irwin, Mesdames Dwyer, Grant, Killingsworth, Leare, Lonsdale, McLay, Pailthorpe, &
White, and from Andrew & Susie Jutsum. The winner, by ballot, was Sue Dwyer to
whom go our congratulations and best wishes along with one of the treasured specimens
from the chateau cellars. The “tougher” puzzles have been toughened up this time, so
extra care and patience may be required. Entries for this issue’s four-part challenge to 25
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Eating Out Locally
Continuing our readers’ accounts of their visits to local restaurants, here

Vivien Stickland revisits a well-known old Ringmore favourite

 Journey’s End, Ringmore 

Dining rooms at this gourmet pub have all the elements of an old Devon cottage - overhead
beams, wood panelled walls, brown tables and chairs and warming log fires. With reasonably

high ceilings, there’s a sense of space and warmth in the historic 16th century building so
that it’s neither dark nor cramped.

We arrived early and from the moment we entered the hallway, felt the comfortable mood
from ages of locals in the Devonshire vernacular. Wide hearths, old kitchen implements, and

framed pictures of cottages adorn the walls.

Our arrival was ahead of the other 21st century locals who drifted in. They were clearly at

home in their pub. Locally brewed beers and ciders of quality are on tap in casks and easy
conversations with the barmaid (who is also the owner) were soon underway.

There’s a bar menu and an a la carte menu. From them you can choose typical English fare
or SE Asian dishes. The vegetarian menu is imaginative. Grilled figs, goat curd, maple butter

and walnuts combine to make a superb starter that is garnished with young basil leaves. Or
start your meal with the mussel, squash and bacon chowder. I will go back to the Journey’s

End for that delicious chowder.

Other dishes to savour include fabulous fish and chips or excellent rib-eye steak, as well as

crisp duck leg with Hoisin sauce and steamed pancakes. All the dishes and sauces are made
from scratch without synthetic flavourings and we were told that only English mustard

comes from a jar. Locally sourced fish, that is strictly fresh, appears through the menu.

Burgers are as good as you’ll get anywhere and the range includes an excellent burger for

vegetarians. Among the vegetables are samphire, and bok-choi as well as the usual British
vegetables. Everything that’s meant to be eaten hot is served that way – piping hot.

Behind the scenes, producing these dishes is an Irish chef. As a young 20 year old he went
to Australia and stayed away for 13 years. His experience comes from working in Thailand,

Vietnam and Cambodia as well as Australia. The menu at Journey’s End authentically reflects
those traditions and flavours. This is a man who is passionate about food. He keeps abreast

of world trends and produce and takes no short cuts for flavour. 

The numbers of patrons increased through the evening and the hum of chatter and laughter

didn’t become too loud for us to hear ourselves. The locals, who in the main are not Devon
folk, were enjoying fresh drawn beers as well as good wines. The ambiance gets ten out of

ten from me. 

The village of Ringmore is made up of lovely homes many of which are refurbished farm

barns and it’s on a road that goes nowhere else. For those who have never been before, just
drive to St Anne’s Chapel and follow the Ringmore sign. This farming hamlet is a mile from

there. Parking at the pub’s crossroads car-park is free. You then have to walk just 100 yards
along a lane to find the Journey’s End - the only problem being that it is uphill on the way

back!

Vivien Stickland
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National Trust South Hams Centre
Programme for April and May 2017

Thursday
6 Apr

Tuesday      
25 Apr 

                         
    
Wednesday     
10 May             
     

            

Monday         
22 May             
              

Walk from Stover Country Park.  Meet at the car park (fee paying) at Stover
Country Park, near the A38 Drumbridge roundabout (GR833749) to walk
the four and a half mile Heritage Trail.  Return in time for lunch.

Coach Trip to Fursdon House and Bickleigh. North of Exeter, Bickleigh Mill 
is an 18th century watermill with craft shops and restaurant. Fursdon House
is one of Devon’s oldest stately homes, family-owned and lived in since
1259.  Open to groups by arrangement.

Coach trip to Chagford and Castle Drogo (NT). Explore the charming town
of Chagford, and enjoy lunch before making an afternoon visit to Castle
Drogo, the granite fortress with magnificent views of Dartmoor.  Inspect
the results of the multi-million pound renovation project in progress to
guard this special castle for the future.

Coach trip to Hartland Abbey. North Devon.  The Abbey was built in 1160,
and is a treasured family home, set in beautiful gardens.  Coffee shop and
light refreshments available on arrival.

For information about these events, or about joining the National Trust South Hams Centre
(just £5 a year), please contact Joan Johnstone on 01548 857014 (Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm).

Rattle Recollections

Music-lover and Thurlestone resident, Ann Smallman, has sent us some fascinating details 
about the early musical life of the now famous international orchestral conductor, Simon
Rattle.  Ann was on the steering committee when a Liverpool charity, now called Channel,
was set up to help raise funds for the city’s social services, which Ann described as “never
having enough money to go round...”    In 1967 Simon, then a 16 year old Liverpool school
boy who played in the Youth Orchestra, conducted his first public concert with the Liverpool
Sinfonia to raise funds for Channel. 

Ann introduced Simon to her husband, Basil Smallman, who at the time held the chair of
Music at Liverpool University, and  Basil agreed to help Simon form the programme for the
event but, on seeing Simon’s outline plan, Basil declared it “too difficult for a boy of his
years to conduct”.  It opened with Rossini’s Overture “The Silken Ladder”and followed with
movements from Mozart’s Serenade for 13 Wind Instruments, and Symphony No 40, Ralph
Vaughan Williams’ Concerto Accademico, and Stravinsky’s Suite No 2 for small orchestra.

A review of the concert by Neil Tierney, published in the national press, read:

“........Mr Rattle showed mature judgment in a remarkably fine reading of Mozart’s 
symphony No 40 in G Minor.  His choice of tempi and dynamics in the opening          
allegro emphasised the turbulence inseparable from the music, but scarcely hinted 
at in some performances I have heard.  He is undoubtedly a very gifted young
conductor who, if he can master a tendency to stoop over the score, will bring
dignity as well as discernment to the rostrum.  The sympathetic and musicianly
response given to him by the Liverpool Sinfonia deserves the highest praise.......”

Now Sir Simon Rattle OM, CBE, aged 62, the former Liverpool schoolboy will take over as
music director at the London Symphony Orchestra in September this year.  But has he yet
mastered his youthful tendency to stoop over the score?
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Weather Wag  By Jan Turner

T
his time, when there seem to be many musical concerts on our advertising
boards, the subject of my “chat” is musical weather.  I’m sure that you can
think of lots of occasions when there are noises that are obviously as a result of

the weather conditions at the time. However, maybe some need more explanation
as to how the sounds are made.

Living here I am only too aware of the main noise -  the wind.  It can howl with
great gusto or just whisper as the gentlest breeze.  Perhaps the most impressive
noise is that of thunder.  Having done some research about it, I’m amazed at how
the sound is actually created. My friend Paul Simons has a wonderful chapter in his
book Weird Weather. He tackles thunder first, so I’ll follow suit. Thinking about the
phenomenon as occurring here, it seems quite rare in recent years, but when it does
happen I find it exciting, especially as the storm is often out at sea.  If it sounds off
very near, the whole house seems to shake.  In reality it does, as the sound waves
are similar to those occurring when Concord used to go over and through the sound
barrier.  Then the house would tremble a little, depending on which direction the
wind was coming from. (The pheasants in the area more often than not heard the
sound first and set off their recognisable alarm call. Within seconds we would hear
it!)  It is, in my mind, quite awesome that nature can make such a “house shaking
noise in the air”. 

How then does it happen? “Thunder”, Paul says, “is a colossal percussion sound
produced by the explosive heating of air by a flash of lightning. But why is thunder
often a long, rumbling reverberation instead of a single sharp clap? Lightning is a
long, jagged zig-zag, and each segment heats the air at slightly different times. So
each lightning segment nearest to us is heard before the segments furthest away –
the closest part of the lightning is heard as a sharp clap, but the furthest ones are
more muffled. The sound waves from all parts of the lightning bolt also bump into
each other, giving the impression of a long rumbling roll”.

In addition to these rumblings there are other sounds connected with a thunder
storm. These are somewhat more subtle. There are sizzling and crackling sounds
which come from pointed objects.  These are electrical discharges signalling that a
storm is imminent, and that a lightning strike is about to take place.  One example is
from Cumbria, when two fishermen in a boat on Derwent Water heard a sound like
a swarm of bees around the tip of their rods.  Another sound may come from “great
drops of electrical rain”, as was reported by an electrical engineer in Cordova, Spain.
Each drop of rain, when touching the ground, walls, or trees, gave a faint crack and
emitted a spark of light. The whole event lasted only a few seconds!

Now to the wind, probably the one with the most variations of sound:-

1. Sighing. This is mostly experienced in woodlands, the wind travelling   
through the woods, and is made by the vibration of conifer needles or deciduous
tree twigs. 

2. Roaring. Again in woodlands, this sound happens when the wind is
gusting strongly and therefore causes modulation in pitch and volume.  The roaring
sound is best experienced among woodlands on a mountain slope.

3. Howling. These sounds are all made by eddies in the wind system at the
time. They may sound like those noises you hear emanating from a chimney or
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around corners of buildings, and are most noticeable inside a house on a dark
winter’s night when you are more aware of spooky goings-on!

4. Soughing. I like this one, it is even more musical in the way it is
described. It occurs among hills and was heard in a range of hills in Cheshire. They
made a hollow moaning sound when an easterly wind blew, while it remained calm
on the flats between. It is what Sir Walter Scott in his glossary to Guy Mannering
called the “soughing of the wind”. The hills probably behave like gigantic organ-
pipes – a breeze sweeping down from the hilltops blows across the hollows and the
wind eddies sound like a moan. (WW by P Simon) 

5. Humming & Roaring.  This is a different sound altogether, and is
associated with a vortex of moving air.  It sounds like a swarm of bees when no
insects are to be seen, and the air is calm. The sound of a tornado is much the
same, only far more violent and is whirlwind of warm air.  Instead of humming it
roars rather like a jet aircraft or a train. 

Some people have said that they have heard distant noises that shouldn’t be there
like bells, cannons, gunfire, etc.  All these are regarded as a bit freaky, and we still
do not know the answer to them. 

“When the forest murmurs and the mountain roars,                                 
Then close your windows and shut your doors”.

Wintertime has a variety of sounds, all somewhat on the melancholic side says Paul
Simon.  Frost is a vicious sound. It’s the sharp crack  of a breaking tree as its
microscopic plumbing is blown wide open by the expansion of frozen water inside.
There’s the groaning of pack ice as it bumps and jostles its way in the freezing waters
in the Polar regions. Then there’s the sighing of ice splitting open on ponds and lakes.
Even snowflakes are said to have a musical sound as they fall to the ground. Certainly
in very calm conditions I have listened to the gentle rustling as they settle on the
ground and I am always impressed with the quietness that comes over the land when it
is covered with snow.  

Paul Simon comments that snow squeaks!  And long ago it was noticed that the squeak
changes as the temperature drops: at low temperatures the sound becomes sharper
and has a higher frequency. This snow squeak comes from the breakage of the tiny ice
crystals. As the temperature drops these crystals become more resilient and the snow
cover as a whole becomes more friable, explaining the higher frequencies. The sound
of snow was the downfall of the German invasion of Russia. The weather in the winter
of 1941-42 was bitterly cold. This meant that the air was calm and the sound of the
snow being crushed by the soldiers’ boots was carried across to the Russian lines. This
sound was exacerbated by the snow being heavily crusted and as sound travels faster
in very cold weather the Russians were alerted to the advance of the Germans before
they appeared, hence the disastrous defeat due to the lack of surprise.

Now, when you are aware of the presence of the wind, listen to the music. When it
thunders, you will be able to imagine what is happening, when there is a sharp frost,
just listen, and when it snows, enjoy the silence even if it is transitory. 

I do hope that we will have some really long days of sunshine soon, as the gardens
need it and the new lambs need the sun on their backs.  Have you all got some
seedlings going in the greenhouse or on a window ledge?  Whatever we say or do the
seasons will come - and go before we know it. It often said that the older you get the
quicker the time goes.  I’ll take that as reality!
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DIARY DATES

Advertising Rates for Village Voice  - 12 months (six issues)

Whole Page  - £75.00      Half Page  - £55 .00      Quarter Page - £35.00 

VILLAGE VOICE

Your Cut Out and Keep

PARISH DIRECTORY
 and

DIARY DATES

Village Voice is available free to permanent

residents of the villages in the parish.  
 

There is also a subscription service, which mails copies to readers

at an annual cost for 2017 of £15.00  for six issues.   Please apply to: 

Judith Reynolds, Pilgrim Cottage, Post Office Lane, Thurlestone, 

Kingsbridge, Devon TQ7 3ND        Telephone : 01548-560912 

 

The magazine is entirely self-supporting and is not a charge on the parish rate.

It was founded on behalf of Thurlestone Parish Council

and is delighted to remain under the Council's sponsorship.

This does not mean that the views and opinions expressed in these pages

are the views and opinions of any member of the Parish Council,

and they should only be ascribed to the authors concerned. 

In Thurlestone, Village Voice is delivered by a team of volunteer helpers

organised by Graham & Val Palmer.  In Buckland it is delivered by 

Tink Donald and in Bantham by Anna & David Martin.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT (June-July) ISSUE = 5th May 2017

Please drop any contributions marked "Village Voice" 
through the letterbox at 25 Mead Lane before that date

(or e-mail to RbnMacd@aol.com) 

April

Monday 3 Parish Council meeting, 7.30pm, Parish Hall

Tuesday 4 TRAMP, Stoke Fleming, Strete (short)

Tuesday 11 TRAMP, Meavy & Burrator Reservoir (long)

Thursday 13 WI, Parish Hall, 2.30pm (Problems with clutter today)

Thursday 20 TRAMP, East Allington & Goveton (short)

Saturday 22 Festive Flutes Concert, Parish Hall, 7.30pm

Monday 24 Annual Parish Meeting, Yeo Room, 7.30pm

Tuesday 25 TRAMP, Ferry to Greenway-Broadsands (long)

Wednesday 26 KEDFAS, K’b Methodist Church, 7.30pm (Fireworks History)

Thursday 27 KEDFAS, K’b Methodist Church, 10.30am (Timothy Wilcox)

Saturday 29 NSPCC Jumble Sale, Parish Hall, 2pm

May

Thursday 4 TRAMP, Mountbatten, Bovisand, Hooe Lake (short)

Saturday 6 Annual Plant Sale, Parish Hall, 10 - noon

Monday 8 Annual Parish Council Meeting, Yeo Room, 7.30pm

Tuesday 9 TRAMP, Hembury Woods, Dartmoor (short)

Thursday 11 WI, Parish Hall, 2.30pm (Chinese brush painting demo)

 Friday 19 TRAMP, Bantham & Avon Valley (short)

Wednesday 24 KEDFAS, K’b Methodist Church, 7.30pm (The ‘New’ Berlin)

Thursday 25 KEDFAS, K’b Methodist Church, 10.30am (Eveline Eaton)

Thursday 25 TRAMP, Avon Mill, Loddiswell & Knap Mill (long)

Monday 29 TRAMP, tba

June

Monday 5 Parish Council Meeting, 7.30 pm Yeo Room

Thursday 8 WI Parish Hall, 2.30pm (Queen’s Messenger)

Thursday 8 TRAMP, Beesands & Torcross (long)

Tuesday 13 TRAMP, Shipley Bridge & Avon Dam (long)



PARISH 
PARISH  COUNCIL   (Meetings take place on Mondays. See dates on Diary page overleaf)     
Chairman Andrew Rhymes 560564
Vice-chairman Charles Mitchelmore 560602
Parish  Clerk Philip Millard             560843
Members Tony Goddard 562282
                 Nigel Hurrell 560691

Kit Marshall 560214
Jill Munn 560732
Bronwen Zaffiro 560020

District  Councillor Judy Pearce 561370
County  Councillor Rufus Gilbert              856659

Tree Warden Charles Mitchelmore 560602

PARISH HALL (See Parish website)        Chairman Neill Irwin 561661
                                                           Bookings Anne Russell 531472
                                              Pay-phone in foyer 562189

PARISH OF THURLESTONE SOCIETY (P.O.T.S.) Chairman    Chris White 560505

ALL SAINTS CHURCH                  Rector Rev Daniel Hartley 562727
CHURCHWARDENS Graham Worrall           562016             Liz Webb 560090  
CHURCH MEETING ROOM ACTIVITIES Office 561246
COFFEE  TIME     (Every Wednesday 10.30 -11.30 am) Contact       Rosemary Chipman 562013
FILMS FOR ALL  (1st Tuesday Monthly 2.30 pm) Contact          Liz Webb  560090
LUNCH CLUB      (Fridays 12.30 pm) Contact          Liz Webb  560090  
SOUP & A ROLL  (2nd Monday Winter 12 noon-1.00 pm) Contact          Liz Webb  560090
UNDER 3s          (Thursdays 9.30-11.00 am term-time) Contact          Lucy Panteney 560508 

FRIENDS OF THURLESTONE CHURCH  Contact          Gillian Marshall 560214

ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL Executive Head Susan Rowe-Jones    560494

PEARSON’S PRE-SCHOOL Manager Linda Quinn 560816

AUNE CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION Chairman        Stuart Watts 810373

BANTHAM SAILING CLUB Secretary          Jo Smith 560347

BANTHAM  SURF  LIFE  SAVING  CLUB Clubhouse      560447

BRIDGE  CLUBS  6.30 p.m Wednesdays and Fridays  Contact      Lisa White 560505

THURLESTONE  GOLF  CLUB    Gen Mgr - Keith Crawford     Clubhouse & all enquiries      560405
 
TENNIS  SECTION Chairman   Jane Smyth        561084

TAI CHI Contact      Simon Bowden    07738373051

PILATES (Advance booking essential) Contact Franny Morris      07590506027 
     

YOGA Contact Sarah Scott          07879627939

TRAMP  (Thurlestone  Ramblers)  Contact      Mike Stickland 560763

HORTICULTURAL  SHOW  (annual)  Contact      Caroline Alderton 562250           

DIRECTORY
PARISH WEBSITE (www.thurlestoneparish.co.uk)        Contacts      Mike Bone 288436      Paul Martin 560070   

W. I.               2.30 pm  Parish Hall     Contact           Lisa White 560505

Second  Thursday  monthly  (except .August)

           

TABLE TENNIS      Wednesday 4.00 to 5.00 pm        Parish Hall                     Robin Macdonald   560436

BADMINTON      Mondays 7.30 to 9.00 pm Parish Hall (Eqpt provided)   Heather 560892 or Paul 560070

HEALTH CENTRES                        Kingsbridge      853551                       Salcombe        842284

MILK DELIVERY R. Bruckner & Son                               01803 - 832801

NEWSPAPER DELIVERY Dave & Sandra Edmonds                    01548 - 853132

VILLAGE SHOP              Thurlestone Village Shop         Sarah Tyers                                           561917

                                     Opening Hours M, T, Th, F,          8.00 am  - 5.30 pm

                             Wednesday,          8.00 am  - 1.00 pm 

 (Bank Holidays open from 8.00 am - 4.00 pm)     Saturday,              8.00 am  - 1.00 pm       

     Sunday,                8.30 am  - 1.00 pm

(NB. The 1.00 pm closing times may sometimes be extended during school holidays and at weekends) 

THURLESTONE  POST OFFICE                  See Advert for dates pf closure week 561917

Open :   Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri          9.00 am  - 5.30pm         Wed, Sat      9.00 am  - 1.00 pm 

Postal  collections :   4.00pm  Monday - Friday;   Noon on Saturday;   NO collection on  Sunday

THURLESTONE PHONE BOX Contact Kit Marshall  560214

BUCKLAND PHONE BOX Contact Anna Martin  560796

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH                        Co-ordinator          Charles Mitchelmore 560602

                                  

POLICE                           Dave Gibson  (Community Support Officer)                                   08456 - 568637

Emergency                       999          General enquiries & Non-emergency calls                101                 Minicom

users                          01392 - 452935 Confidential  information                     0800-555-111 

RUBBISH COLLECTION              

Monday (But Tuesday in Bank Holiday Monday weeks)  Grey Wheelies - alternate Mondays from 3rd April White

& Blue Sack collections (recyclables)  and   Brown Wheelies - alternate Mondays from 10th April

RECYCLING  CENTRE  (Torr Quarry Site, Totnes Road - Telephone 521609)

Opening Hours        Monday to Friday   9.00 am - 4.30 pm        Saturday & Sunday   10.00 am - 4.30 pm

PUBLIC TRANSPORT INFORMATION LINE  

For ALL bus, rail, or National Express Coach timetable information call TRAVELINE                  0871 200 2233

Open EVERY day (except Christmas Day)             7.00 am to  9.00 pm

DevonBus  publications may be obtained by phoning 01392  382800 or by e-mail to devonbus@devon.gov.uk

                                                                            

GARAGE    (Blight Engineering)           Keith Foale            560220

KINGSBRIDGE  LIBRARY                                                                                                      852315  

    (Mobile Library from Ivybridge now calls only monthly -  Wednesday 26th April & 24th May)

    South Milton (Backshay Close)  14.15 - 15.00 pm    Thurlestone (Parish Hall Car Park)   15.10 - 16.10 pm

PARISH  DEFIBRILLATORS

1. Thurlestone Hotel (Garage)

2. Sloop Inn, Bantham (lobby)

3. Golf Club (entrance foyer)

4. Buckland Phone Box



 

 



 

 



 

 




